
The etheric body has been described as a network, permeated with fire, or as a web, animated with golden light.  It is spoken of in the Bible as the "golden bowl." 

1. The Tibetan mentions the term “golden bowl” three times: TCF 80, TWM 49 and 290.

2. Again, the color gold suggests the relationship with the Sun.

3. We see an equivalence between “fire” and “golden light”.

4. Gold is most referenced in the meditative imagery, e.g., the golden path, ‘the golden disk’, golden thread, golden lotus, the heart center, etc. Yellow-Gold’s complement is sapphire or blue-indigo. 

5. It is a colour of purity; pure gold, related to the heart, the golden lion heart of courage and confidence. Gold is particularly Leonian, carrying a first and second ray blended life and light. Does Gold also denote the ahamkaric principle, as it is related to Leo?
6. Gold is the colour of kingly treasure, or what the dragon guards. Gold is a colour particular to the economic circulation of mankind (until recently?). Gold and silver in particular, the (former?) colours of commerce and exchange (which has now gone ethereal?, i.e., electronic economic system).
7. Astro-rayologically, gold is most associated with the 2nd and 5th rays; It is the archetypal colour of the Sun; it is related to Vulcan (especially in terms of metal-smithery); and Mercury in some contexts, although it is usually termed yellow.  Silver, as a sister of Gold, is likewise implicated in the moon-Sun duad, and similarly indicative of fluxuating personality qualities to regular Soul principles. Each of these are somehow necessary of fashioning, by a metalsmith.

8. In this mineral to human, 7 to 4 mutual connection via ‘gold’, we see related the lowest ‘kingdom’ (the mineral or physical body), as it is filled with buddhi, the lowest of the levels the Solar Logos in his pranic emanations can reach (i.e., man’s buddhi). 
9. Man’s buddhi is yellow, because it is the colour of the robes of the Sun. Our essential nature (buddh) is Solar, or Golden. This is directly reflected in the body of man as his etheric body is ‘made of’ His Golden Light [vsk presumptions from chart on TCF p. 331 and Also reinforced by how telepathy works, see Telepathy and the Etheric Vehicle, re the etheric vehicle of the planet].
[Page 80] It is a composition of that matter of the physical plane which we call etheric, and its shape is brought about by the fine interlacing strands of this matter being built by the action of the lesser Builders into the form or mould upon which later the dense physical body can be moulded.

10. We are sometimes taught that the dense physical body is an “exact replica” of the etheric body (cf. EP II 434, TCF 57) This will have to be thought through carefully, focussing on the correspondence between the chakras and the endocrine glands.

11. The term “interlacing” suggests the commingling or confluence of various energy streams. Can we say that the etheric body is “seamless”?

12. Are the lesser builders here referred to those of the Libra hierarchy, and Saturn, in creating the skeleton or blueprint for the physical? 
  Under the Law of Attraction, the denser matter of the physical plane is made to cohere to this vitalised form, and is gradually built up around it, and within it, until the interpenetration is so complete that the two forms make but one unit;

13. It is the Law of Attraction that brings dense matter and etheric matter together.

14. The etheric body is a “vitalised form”. The factor of vitality can never be separated from the etheric vehicle.

15. The terms “around” and “within” are revealing. It would be a mistake to consider the etheric body as existing ‘outside’ the dense physical body (and its three layers). The etheric nature interpenetrates the dense physical nature entirely.

 the pranic emanations of the etheric body itself play upon the dense physical body in the same manner as the pranic emanations of the sun play upon the etheric body.

16. Here we have an important analogy: solar pranic emanations/etheric body = etheric pranic emanations/dense physical body

17. We identify two sources of vitalization and two fields which are vitalized.

  It is all one vast system of transmission and of interdependence within the system.  All receive in order to give, and to pass on to that which is lesser or not so evolved.  Upon every plane this process can be seen.

18. A great law is hereby suggested. Nothing is given to be retained—only to be passed on (plus the addition of quality) for the benefit of a less evolved form of life.

19. When we think of the etheric body the two terms “transmission” and “interdependence” are valuable watchwords.
A. Returning to the main text, DK now tells us that there will be particular points of interest during His examination of the internal fires. He deals with three in turn.

1. The medical profession will eventually come to recognise that the etheric body holds the key to the laws of health. At the moment, ‘health’ means a sane physical body, its ability to function physically plus its ability to use all the physical powers. In due course, it will be understood that human health really depends upon a) all allied evolutions (the other kingdoms and the deva evolution), b) their ability to work together co-operatively, and c) use the matter of the planet in co-operation with the Earth elemental.

2. The human etheric body receives solar pranic emanations. These emanations are the central heat of the sun approaching other bodies in the solar system via three main channels of contact and producing certain effects. These effects produce growth of cellular matter and relate to adjustment to environmental conditions. The effects also influence the health (via the heat of the atom and its activity) aspects and the evolution of form. The prana is little connected with form building but has an influence via the preservation of the health of the parts. To help us understand that He is dealing with particular sun rays, He provides examples of other ones. Thus, other sun rays have a different influence. Some destroy forms, others carry out the work of cohering and attracting. The work of destroyer and preserver is carried on under the Law of Attraction and Repulsion. Some rays accelerate motion, others retard it. However, the present focus is on those pranic emanations which work within the four ethers of the etheric plane. All physical plane life depends on them because they provide heat and rotary motion. Such is the basis of fire-by-friction.

3. The method of logoic manifestation – therefore has implications for metaphysics and abstract thought. The etheric body enables objectivity to take place. The etheric corresponds to its archetype on the plane of adi (the highest of our planes). The latter is the root of akasha, the substance of the second plane. He now provides an analogy. The etheric body is a web of golden light. Its shape is brought about by the lesser builders (of the deva evolution). The denser physical matter coheres to the etheric framework under the Law of Attraction, finally forming one unit. 

The pranic emanations of the etheric body play upon the dense physical in the same way as the pranic emanations of the sun play upon the etheric body. This is the process of transmission from higher to lower and relates to the interdependence within the system. There is therefore a dual analogy:
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QUESTION ON ETHERIC TO ASTRAL ANALOGY: 
One might query here why His analogy has switched from the etheric plane to the astral. The explanation is probably connected with the energy required for the building of the physical body. In human beings, this would be provided by the ego via the astral plane. The deva builders can then work with this energy on the etheric body development.

B. Man’s etheric body has been described as a network permeated with fire or a web animated with golden light. 

C. The etheric body is built by the lesser builders into the mould upon which later the physical body can be moulded.  

D. Dense matter of the physical plane, is made to cohere to this vitalised form under the law of attraction until the two forms make one unit. 

E. The emanations of the etheric body play upon the dense physical body in the same way that the pranic emanations of the sun play upon the etheric body, all within a vast system of transmission and interdependence within the system. 

F. The thinker on his own plane stands in relation to the physical plane as the logos stands to His system. 
G. Terry ask at this point why has DK’s analogy switched at this point from the etheric to the astral plane? The answer has been given in the closing statement in the last paragraph of division B given above. On page 76 DK closed with the words:
“We have to remember that all fundamental influence and effects are felt on the astral plane and work thence through the etheric body to the dense physical thereby bringing matter under its sphere of influence, yet not itself originating on the physical plane”. 
It is because all effects work on the astral plane and work from thence from the etheric to the physical plane bringing all matter under its sphere of influence. 
H. The analogy between the three levels must be perfect because ‘as above so below’. Cosmic and human desire mind are characterised as sons of necessity because necessity is the ultimate fulfilment of the Plan and the divine Will and Purpose.
Thus the etheric body forms the archetypal plane in relation to the dense physical body.

20. An analogy is suggested. We have already been taught that the etheric body is linked to the “archetypal plane” (i.e., the “sea of fire”).

21. What is suggested is that a four hovers above a three. In the Secret Doctrine, the “Divine Quaternary”, the Tetraktys is discussed in this regard.

22. What then, might be the structure of the logoic plane? Does it have its etheric and dense aspects? If so would a four hover above a three or a three above a four?

23. The point to be grasped, practically, is that the etheric body holds the patterns which shape the dense physical body.

  The thinker on his own plane stands, in relation to the physical, as the Logos to His system.  In the synthesis of thought it might be expressed thus:  The thinker on the astral plane, the plane of desire and of necessity, stands to the physical body as the Logos on the cosmic astral plane stands to His system.
24. This is an unusual analogy. Usually the “human” thinker is considered resident upon the higher subplanes of the systemic mental plane, and the logoic Thinker upon the higher subplanes (in fact the highest subplane) of the cosmic mental plane.

25. The Logos on the cosmic astral plane might be termed the “Subjective Sun” in contrast with the “Heart of the Sun” to be found on the cosmic mental plane.

26. It is important to realize that we are talking about the Solar Logos, and not our Planetary Logos. The analogy between the Solar Logos and man is often more exact than that between the Planetary Logos and the human being.

As we continue the study we will work out the correspondence in the cosmos, the system, and in the three worlds, for we need to remember that the analogy must be perfect.
27. I would say, ‘perfect within limits’, as elsewhere DK advises us never to push analogy too far.

1. Man, the Microcosm, the manifesting Monad, or One.

2. The Heavenly Man, the planetary Logos, or the manifesting group.

3. The Grand Man of the Heavens, the Macrocosm, the solar Logos, the manifestation of all groups and of all evolutions within His Body, the solar system.
I. In the final para of p 80, He says that He will be following a system of three analogies: cosmic, solar systemic and human, or the macrocosmic level of the solar logos, the planetary logos, and the microcosmic level  of the human Monad. Each of these bodies are the product of desire at appropriate levels cosmic or human. All are therefore termed ‘Sons of Necessity’. 

J. Before moving on we might like to note two very interesting points – which have been raised in the last two paras. The first is: a) why does He say that “the analogy must be perfect”? The second is: why are “cosmic desire-mind and human-desire-mind and all their bodies” characterised as ‘Sons of Necessity’?

28. There is a profound hint in these three points. All of these three beings are, of course, the “One”. But the Planetary Logos is a group being, and the Solar Logos is a being made of many groups.

29. These are mysteries involved in the relationship between the “Many and the One”. Many Solar Angels go to the composition of one Planetary Logos. From this point, the composition of a Solar Logos can only be imagined. 
“The student must bear in mind that [Page 879] in thinking of the Pitris, he must ever think in group terms. The Pitris who formed the egoic body of a human being do not—alone and isolated—form planetary Logoi. The forty-nine groups of solar fires concerned in the great work are those spoken of, and they become the forty-nine planetary Logoi in connexion with seven solar systems.” (TCF 879)

30. How can the One actually be many and yet be One? The subject of cosmic origins and cosmic destinies is held up for consideration. We are certainly not only individuals, and yet we are. More on this later.

31. The term “Macrocosm” can be variously used, but in the context of our present discussion, it means the Solar Logos. Yet, our Planetary Logos is certainly, in a way, macrocosmic to man; even the being known as “Humanity” is macrocosmic to the individual man. But let us observe Master DK’s use of the term “Macrocosm” and see if it holds.

[Page 81] All these bodies—the body of a man, a planetary Logos, and a solar Logos—are the product of desire originating on the planes of abstract mind, whether cosmic, systemic, or mind in the three worlds, whether cosmic desire-mind or human desire-mind, and all their bodies are "Sons of Necessity," as H. P. B. so aptly expressed it.35,36 [35: S. D., I, 74.], 

32. How can desire originate on the planes of abstract mind? Shall we say that it is because the soul, on whatever level (cosmic or system) is there to be found, and that the soul has its desires? 
33. For the soul is a ‘heart’, and the heart is, in an important respect, the seat of desire (as in, the “heart’s desires”).The soul also has ideals and dreams, both arising from the second aspect of the soul nature.

34. The term “Sons of Necessity” is interesting. The idea involves the concept of ‘automaticism’. Once the pattern is conceived and the etheric nature formed, the gathering of the dense physical bodies proceeds according to law or necessity as an automatic response to the magnetic, vitalizing pattern.

FOOTNOTE 36: "This whole solar system being conceived of as one vast mechanism, with an exquisite adjustment of its parts in all major details, [though, perhaps not minor] is only the physical expression of Vishnu, or the ethereal basic substance, [related to akasha] as we may understand the word for the present.  
All the harmonies observable in the manifested cosmos are only the result of the harmoniously working energies that resolve ether into the expression that we recognise. [buddhi and the etheric planes are closely related through the number four; the buddhic plane is the plane of harmony]  All planets, worlds, human beings, etc., are only parts of the body, each functioning in subordination to the law which governs the whole.  
The evolution, preservation and destruction of the world is therefore one vast process called Yagna, [a good term to remember, indicating the threefold process of birth, manifestation and death] which takes place in the body of Yagna Purusha, or the psychical body of nature.  
Humanity taken collectively is the heart and brain of this Purusha and therefore all the Karma generated by humanity, physical, mental, or spiritual, determines mainly the character of this Yagnic process... [humanity has been given other assignments in DK’s teaching’] 
Sri Krishna therefore calls the process the Yagnic life that he has been giving out to Arjuna as Yoga (1st Sloka 4th Chr).  In fact, Yoga and Yagna are very closely allied and even inseparable, though at the present day people seem to disconnect the two.  Yoga derived from the root Yuj to join means an act of joining.  
Now as the heart is the great centre in man, likewise the Yogee of the heart keeps his central position in the universe and hence his individuality. [heart, Leo and individuality are inseparable]  
The individuality or the Higher Manas being the pivot of the human constitution [the heart is the soul] or the centre on which two hemispheres of higher and lower existence turn as I have already said, the Yogee of the heart has a heavenly dome above and earthly abyss below and his yoga becomes twofold as a consequence.  He joins himself on to the thing above in dhyana and the thing below in action. [dhyana is meditation]  
The word yagna derived from the root Yaj—to serve also means a twofold service, service done to the thing above through service done unto its expression the thing below."—Some Thoughts on the Gita, pp. 18, 134.)

35. An important paragraph linking Yoga and Yagna. Yoga is related to meditation and action, and Yagna to service.

K. The Note in relation to this is about the interrelatedness of the three levels (the solar system, the earth and human) He has been describing. All of it is an expression of Vishnu (since the second Aspect provides form). 
L. He calls the three levels, ‘one vast mechanism’ responding to a Yagna process. Taken collectively, humanity is the heart and brain of this process. Therefore human karma affects the entire system. 
M. Yoga is a closely allied idea via the heart and higher manas in the two levels of service – that which is above and that which is below. Let’s attempt to explain. First of all, there is the idea of relatedness from the highest to the lowest from logos to human levels. Considered as a process, we have Yagna (the psychical body of nature). Humanity affects this entire process from top to bottom. We can serve this process if we follow yoga or union with our higher Selves. This prevents the continued production of karma (at the human level) which tends to drag down the whole structure.
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