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ASTROLOGICAL SIGNS OF MASONRY. E.A.    P.63
I earlier gave a hint upon which definite astrological computation could be based when I gave the time of the Great Approach of the Hierarchy to our planetary manifestation when individualisation took place and the fourth kingdom in nature appeared.  

I placed that stupendous event as happening 21,688,345 years ago.  At that time, the Sun was in Leo.  The process then initiated upon the physical plane and producing outer physical events took approximately 5000 years to mature, and the Sun was in Gemini when the final crisis of individualisation took place and the door was then closed upon the animal kingdom.

The Sun was in Leo when physical plane individualisation took place as a result of the applied stimulation.

The Sun was in Gemini when this Approach was consummated by the founding of the Hierarchy upon the earth.  This is one of the great secrets which the Masonic rituals typify, for the symbol of the sign, Gemini, is the source of the concept of the two pillars, so familiar to Masons.  It might therefore be stated that, symbolically speaking:

Leo governs the E.A. degree

Gemini governs the F.C. degree

Sagittarius governs the degree of the M.M. up to the episode of the raising of the Master, and that

Capricorn governs the final part of the ceremony and the H.R.A.

E.A.         P.104
It might be here noted that the experience of the three crosses has a Masonic significance, and can be connected with the Blue Lodge.

1.  
The Common Cross (that is, Pisces, Virgo, Gemini Sagittarius) 
relates to the E.A. Degree.

2.
the Fixed Cross (that is Taurus, Scorpio, Leo and Aquarius)


relates to the F.C. Degree

3.
The Cardinal Cross (that is, Aries, Libra, Cancer and Capricorn) relate to the M.M. Degree

Much will come to light in Masonry when its astrological implications are studied and understood.

E.A.          P.  349-50

It might be stated that:

Gemini forms a point of entrance for cosmic energy from Sirius.

Libra is related to and transmits the potencies of the Pleiades.

Aquarius expresses the universal consciousness of the Great Bear.  

It might be profitable for you to bear in mind at this point what I have often told you, that the great White Lodge on Sirius is the spiritual prototype of the Great White Lodge on Earth (the Hierarchy) of which modern Masonry is the distorted reflection, just as the personality is a distorted reflection of the Soul.

I would also remind you again of the relation between Gemini and Masonry to which reference has frequently been made. 

DEVAS AND MASONRY  E.P.1       P.126
Calling in of devas for healing purposes.

Next, by a steady experimentation with invocations, and through their use the method of calling the devas will be discovered.  This development must be approached with caution, for to the unprotected it leads to disaster.  hence the necessity to inculcate pure living, the learning of protective invocations and formulas, and the powers of the church and Masonry to protect.  Forget not that evil entities exist on other planes than the physical and that they can respond to analogous vibrations, and that the invocations that call a deva, may if sounded inaccurately call a being that will work havoc.  In ritual lies protection.  Hence the emphasis laid upon church forms and on the Masonic rituals - an emphasis which will increase and not grow less as the years slip by.

T.C.F.       P. 466

Every Ray affects in more or less degree the planes or subplane which is its numerical correspondence; the student should bear this in mind, and should therefore recollect that for all purposes of investigation at this time the seventh Ray of Ceremonial Magic will have a powerful influence:

On the 7th or physical plane, regarding it as a unit

on the 7th subplane of the physical astral and mental planes

On the 7th or lowest human principle, prana in the etheric body

on all Monads in incarnation who are 7th Ray Monads

On a peculiar group of devas who are the agents between magicians (both white and black) and the elemental forces.  One group works with evolutionary force and one with involutionary forces.  One is the agent of constructive purpose and the other of destructive.

More need not be submitted anent this group as they are not easily contacted, fortunately for man, and can as yet only be reached by a particular group ritual accurately  performed a thing as yet practically unknown.  The Masons eventually will be one of the chief agents of contact, and as men are as yet not ready for such power as this will put into their hands, true Masonry will develop but slowly.  Nevertheless, under the magnetic force of this 7th Ray, the growth of Masonry is inevitably sure.

T.C.F.        P.934

The etheric doubles of all that man creates.

These are a special group of etheric builders who, under karma, are forced to act in conjunction with human beings.  It is neither safe nor advisable as yet to impart to men knowledge anent the workers in etheric matter, which would enable them to contact them, nor is it wise as yet to link up coherently the scattered facts already given in different occult books.  Science is treading on the borderland of discovery, and trespassing already into the domain of the building devas.

Yet if the hints given above are studied, if the various secrets of the builders are pondered upon, and if the esoteric side of Masonry is carefully and persistently meditated upon, the work of the Great Architect and His many assistants will stand forth in a clearer and fuller light.  One hint may here be given, forgetting not that the work is twofold:

The construction of the tabernacle, or the building of the temporary forms is the work of the Divine Carpenter, whilst the building of the Temple of Solomon or the construction of the more permanent structure is the work of the Supervising Architect.  One concerns operative and the other speculative Masonry in the true esoteric significance of the word.

DEVAS AND THE DIVINE CARPENTER  T.C.F.  - P. 934
The construction of the tabernacle, or the building of the temporary forms is the work of the Divine Carpenter, whilst the building of the Temple of Solomon or the construction of the more permanent structure is the work of the Supervising Architect.  One concerns operative and the other speculative Masonry in the true esoteric significance of the word.

THE EIGHTEEN DEGREES OF MASONRY  T.C.F.       P.533
You therefore have a sequence of consequences or of the results of spiritual attainment which are as follows:

1.
Factual Ceremonials, based on externalisation


Initiation 1 - The Birth


Initiation 2 - the Baptism

2.
Symbolic Representation based on spiritual visualisation


Initiation 3 - The Transfiguration


Initiation 4 - The Renunciation


Initiation 5 - The Revelation

3.
Illumination through Revelation, based on living Light


initiation 6 - Decision


Initiation 7 - Resurrection


initiation 8 - Transition


Initiation 9 - Refusal

These three grades of appreciation or of comprehension of the initiatory process are hinted at in the Masonic Work.

The ceremonial aspect can be related to the degrees of Entered Apprentice and of Fellow Craft, plus certain little-practiced degrees, as for instance that of Mark Mason degree, and one or two others; these are expansions of the implied teachings.  The initiations, covered by the term symbolic representation, find their first hint in the sublime Third Degree, that of Master Mason, in the Holy Royal Arch, and in one or two succeeding degrees, the higher degrees of the Scottish Rite constituting a vague and nebulous attempt to hold before the Masons of the world, those expansions of consciousness and of growth into the Light, which are experienced in the remaining higher initiations - those subject to the process called illumination through revelation.

The Masonic Work is an ancient and laudable attempt to preserve in some germinal form, the spiritual truth anent initiation.  In spite of distortion, some loss of the Ancient Landmarks, and a deplorable crystallisation, the truth is there, and at a later date, (in the early part of the next century) a group of enlightened Masons will re-arrange the rituals and adapt the present forms and formulas in such a manner that the spiritual possibilities symbolically indicated, will emerge with greater clarity and a deepened spiritual potency; the coming form of Masonry in the New Age will necessarily rest upon the foundation of a newly interpreted and enlightened Christianity, having no relation to theology and being universal in nature.

E.P.2  - P. 152      

These seven laws are the basis of all true psychological understanding, and when their influence is better grasped, man will arrive at real self knowledge.  he will then be ready for the fourth initiation which releases him from all further need for rebirth.

This is the truth which underlies the Masonic teaching, which is given under the symbolism of the first eighteen degrees.  These can be divided into four groups of degrees:

Entered Apprentice  -  Fellow Craft (followed by the Mark Degree) Master Mason (followed by H.R.A.) and the grouped degrees, four to seventeen, in the Scottish Rite.  These seventeen degrees prepare the man for the fourth or fundamental degree taken by the MAN WHO IS A MASTER MASON.

It can only be taken when the Master is in possession of the true Lost Word.  He has risen from the dead, he has been entered, passed and raised, and now can be perfected.  herein lies a great mystery.  These seventeen degrees leading to the first great step taken by the risen Master are subjectively related to the seventeen laws which we have been considering.  There is a parallelism  worth noting between:

1.  The eighteen laws:-


(a)  The three major laws of the universe


(b)  The seven minor laws of the solar system


(c)
The seven basic laws of the soul


(d)  plus what we might call the great law of Deity itself, 



the Law of God's synthetic purpose.

2.
The eighteen subplanes through which man makes his way:-


(a)
The seven physical subplanes


(b)
The seven astral or emotional-desire subplanes


(c)
The four lower mental subplanes

3.
The eighteen degrees in Masonry from that of the Entered Apprentice to that of the perfected initiate of the Rose Croix Chapter.

4.
The eighteen centres of force with  which the spiritual man has to work:-


The seven centres in the etheric body


The seven centres in the astral body


The three rows of petals in the egoic lotus


The "Jewel in the Lotus" at the heart of the flower of the


Soul which makes the eighteenth centre.

I.H.S.         P. 17-18

One great fact to be borne in mind is, that the initiation of the planet or of the solar system are but the preparatory initiations of admission into the greater Lodge on Sirius.  We have the symbolism held for us fairly well in Masonry, and in combining the Masonic method with what we are told of the steps on the Path of Holiness we get an approximate picture.  Let us enlarge somewhat:

The first four initiations of the solar system correspond to the four "initiations of the Threshold" prior to the first cosmic initiation.  The fifth initiation corresponds to the first cosmic initiation, that of "entered apprentice" in Masonry; and makes a Master an "entered apprentice" on the Lodge on Sirius.  The sixth initiation is analogous to the second degree in Masonry, whilst the seventh initiation makes the Adept, a Master Mason of the Brotherhood on Sirius.  

A Master, therefore, is one who has taken the seventh planetary initiation, the fifth solar initiation and the first Sirian or cosmic initiation.


FUTURE OF MASONRY.  R.A.I.  -   330-332
Restoration of the Mysteries.

These two pages are a repeat, almost word for word, of the description of the Restoration of the Mysteries in the "Reappearance of the Christ" - Page 120 - except for one interesting

addition in this book, or deletion in "Reappearance" of the reference to Sirius in the following passage:

These ancient Mysteries were originally given to humanity by the Hierarchy (and were in their turn - received by the Hierarchy from the Great White Lodge on Sirius).  

R.A.I.  -     P.418

Masonry as originally instituted far back in the very night of time and long ante-dating the Jewish dispensation, was organised under direct Sirian influence and modelled as far as possible on certain Sirian institutions and bearing a slight resemblance also to our Hierarchical life as seen in the Eternal Now.  Its Blue Lodge with its three degrees is related to the three major groups of Lives on Sirius, for there, there are no kingdoms of nature such as we possess.  These groups of Lives, receive all Those who choose the fourth Path (the Path to Sirius) and train Them in the mode of existence and the type of livingness which is found on Sirius.  

This will make it plain to you that the least developed of the Sirian Lives are - from our standpoint - all of Them initiates of very high degree.  Masonry is, therefore, connected in a peculiar way with the fourth Path.  Down the ages, the Masonic tradition has been preserved, changing its nomenclature from time to time, reinterpreting its Words of Power, and consequently getting further and further removed from its original beauty and intent.

The time has now come, under cyclic law and in preparation for the new Age, for certain changes to be worked by Masons with spiritual understanding.  The present Jewish colouring in Masonry is completely out of date and has been preserved far too long, for it is today either Jewish or Christian and should be neither.  The Blue Lodge degrees are entirely Jewish in phrasing and wording and this should be altered.

The Higher Degrees are predominantly Christian though permeated with Jewish names and words.  This too should end.  This Jewish colouring is today one of the main hindrances to the full expression of Masonic intention and should be changed, whilst preserving the facts and detail and structure of the Masonic symbolism intact.  

Whatever form the new nomenclature will take and this change will inevitably come, that too will pass away after due service rendered.  This the cyclic transformation will proceed until such time as the bulk of humanity standing of the fourth path will pass through the initiatory process on Sirius, of which our E.A. degree is a faint recollection.

R.A.I.  -   P.533

Its present form, resting as it does on a Jewish foundation which is nearly five thousand years old, must disappear.  This must take place, not because it is Jewish, but because it is old and reactionary, and has not followed the evolutionary passage of the  Sun through the zodiac.  That passage should and does symbolise human evolution and just as the sin of the children of Israel in the wilderness was their reverting to a dispensation and religious ritual which had passed and gone (the religion of the people in the time of Taurus the Bull, symbolised by their falling down and worshipping the golden calf,) so today modern Masonry is in line to do the same, and the ancient usages and forms, consistent and right in the Jewish dispensation are now obsolete and should be abrogated.

E.O.H.   -        P. 511

The three main channels through which the preparation for the new age is going on might be regarded as the Church, the Masonic Fraternity and the educational field.  All of them are as yet in relatively static condition, and all are as yet failing to meet the need and to respond to the inner pressure.  But in all of these three movements, disciples of the Great Ones are to be found and they are steadily gathering momentum and will before long enter upon their designated task.

The Masonic Movement when it can be divorced from politics and social ends and from its present paralysing condition of inertia, will meet the need of those who can, and should wield power.  It is the Custodian of the Law; it is the home of the Mysteries and the seat of initiation.  It holds in its symbolism the ritual of Deity, and the way of salvation is pictorially preserved in its work.  The methods of Deity are demonstrated in its Temples, and under the All-Seeing Eye, the work can go forward.  It is a far more occult organisation than can be realised, and is intended to be the training school for the coming advanced occultists.  In its ceremonials lies hid the wielding of the forces connected with the growth and life of the kingdoms of nature and the unfoldment of the divine aspects in man.  In the comprehension of it symbolism will come the power to co-operate with the divine plan.  it meets the need of those who work in the first Ray of Will or Power.

E.O.H.   -      P.  513

In the esoteric group, which is composed of the true spiritual esotericists found in all exoteric occult groups, in the Church, by whatever name it may be called, and in Masonry you have the three paths leading to initiation.  as yet they are not used, and one of the things that will eventuate - when the new universal religion has sway and the nature of esotericism is understood will be the utilisation of the banded esoteric organisms, the Masonic organism and the Church organism as initiating centres.  These three groups converge as their inner sanctuaries are approached.  There is no dissociation between the One Universal Church, the sacred inner Lodge of all true Masons, and the innermost circles of the esoteric societies.  Three types of men have their need met, three major rays are expressed and the three paths to the master are trodden, leading all three to the same portal and the same Hierophant.

E.O.H.   -        P. 514

There is no question therefore that the work to be done in familiarising the general public with the nature of the Mysteries is of paramount importance at this time.  These Mysteries will be restored to outer expression through the medium of the Church and the Masonic Fraternity, if those groups leave off being organisations with material purpose, and become organisms with living objectives.  When the Great One comes with His disciples and initiates we shall have (after a period of intensive work on the physical plane beginning around the year 1940) the restoration of the Mysteries and their exoteric presentation, as a consequence of the first initiation.  Why can this be so?  Because the Christ, as you know is the Hierophant of the first and second initiations, and He will, if the preparatory work is faithfully and well done, administer the first initiation in the inner sanctuaries of those two bodies.  Many faithful workers will during His period of work on earth, take this first initiation, and some few will take the second.

E.O.H.   -        P.  517

Finally, Church members and members of the Masonic Fraternities must familiarise themselves with the inner significance of the various rites, ceremonies, colours and rituals, and with the work performed upon the floor of the temple.  They must know why such and such things are done in due order, and the reason for the various precedences, the words, the gestures and acts.

E.O.H.   -        P. 518

One thing always I appeal to you to remember, for it is of vital importance.  It is the fact that in the destruction of the form lies hid the secret of all evolutionary growth.  This is not a truism, you can see it in constant expression.  The Masters utilise the form (a form of Church organisation, a Masonic Fraternity, an esoteric group) as much as may be.  They seek to work through its imprisoning the life within the confining walls for just as long as the purpose is served and the race is instructed through that form.  Then comes the time when the form may no longer serve the intent, when the structure atrophies, crystallises, and becomes vulnerable and easily destroyed.  So it goes and a new form  takes its place.  

 ..... In the infancy of the race, the forms for long endured.  Evolution moved more slowly.  But now on this upward trend, the form has but short duration.  it lives vitally for but a brief period; with rapidity it moves through its cycle; with rapidity it disintegrates and is succeeded by another.  This rapidity will increase and not decrease as the consciousness, or inner expanding realised  life of the race, vibrates to a more rapid rate of rhythm.

E.P.1.        P.368-9

Under this seventh ray influence the Masonic Fraternity will come into a new and pronounced spiritual activity and begin to approximate its true function and to fulfil its long-seen destiny.  One point it might be of interest here to note.  During the period of the activity of the 6th Ray, the Fraternity fell into into a crystallised and sectarian attitude, along with the many other grouped circles.  It fell also into the snare of materialism and the outer form has for centuries been of more importance in the eyes of Masons than the inner spiritual meaning.  The symbols and the system of allegories have been emphasised, whilst that which they were intended to convey and to reveal to the initiated has been quite forgotten.  

Also the trend of the attention of a Lodge of Masons and the main emphasis, has been potently placed on the function and place of the W.M. and not upon the inner significance of the work on the floor of the Temple.  The lodge has not been regarded as an integrated functioning  entity.  This must and will be changed and the potency and the effectiveness of the Lodge work and ceremonial will be demonstrated.  it will be seen that in the regularity of the rituals and the sanctified formality of the ordained ceremonials lies the true meaning of the work, and the use of the Word.  

The coming era of group work and power and of organised synthetic ritualist activity will profoundly affect Masonry, as the importance of a central dominating figure passes out with the 6th ray influence and the true spiritual work and function of the Lodge itself is understood.

I.H.S.   -   P.9

The question anent initiation is one that is coming more and more before the public.  Before many centuries pass, the old mysteries will be restored, and an inner body will exist in the Church - the Church of the period, of which the nucleus is already forming - wherein the first initiation will become exoteric, in this sense only, that the taking of the first initiation will, before so very long, be the most secret ceremony of the Church performed exoterically as one of the mysteries given at stated periods attended by those concerned.  It will also hold a similar place in the rituals of the Masons.  At this ceremony those ready for the first initiation will be publicly admitted to the Lodge by one of its members, authorised to do so by the Great Hierophant 

Himself.

I.H.S.         P. 61

Two other Masters, specially concerned with the seventh or ceremonial ray, Whose particular work it is to supervise the development of certain activities within the next fifteen years work under the Master R.  Very definitely may the assurance be given here, that prior to the coming of the Christ, adjustments will be made so that at the head of all great organisations will be found either a Master, or an initiate who has taken the third initiation.  At the head of certain of the great occult groups, of the Freemasons, of the world, and of the various great divisions of the Church, and resident in many of the great nations will be found initiates or Masters.

R.O.T.C.          P. 120

Revelation of the Mysteries of Initiation

It will then be possible for the Hierarchy, the Church of Christ hitherto invisible, to externalise itself and to function openly upon the physical plane.  This will indicate a return to the situation which existed in Atlantean days when (to use Biblical symbology, Genesis Chaps. 2 and 3) God Himself walked among men; He talked with them and there was no barrier between the Kingdom of men and the Kingdom of God.

Divinity was then present in physical form and the Members of the spiritual Hierarchy were openly guiding and directing the affairs of humanity, as far as man's innate freedom permitted.  

Now in the immediate future, and on a higher turn of the spiral of life, this will again happen.  the Masters will walk openly among men, the Christ will reappear in physical Presence.  Another thing that will happen will be that the ancient Mysteries will be restored, the ancient landmarks will again be recognised - those landmarks which Masonry has so earnestly preserved and which have been hitherto securely embalmed in the Masonic rituals, waiting the day of restoration and of resurrection.

These ancient Mysteries were originally given to humanity by the Hierarchy and contain the entire clue to the evolutionary process, hidden in numbers, in ritual in words and in symbology, ....they provide ... the teaching which humanity needs in order to pass from darkness to Light, from the unreal to the Real and from death to Immortality.  Any true Mason who understands even if only to a slight degree the significance of the three degrees of the Blue Lodge, and the implication of that in which he participates will recognise the above three phrases for what they are, and will recognise the significance of the three degrees.  

R.O.T.C.  -    P. 120

I mention it here with Masonic purpose because it is closely related to the restoration of the Mysteries and has held the clue (down the ages) to that long awaited restoration to the platform upon which the required teaching can be based and the structure which can express (when freed of its Jewish names and nomenclature, which are long out of date, though right three thousand years ago) the history of man's moving forward upon the Path of Return.

R.O.T.C.  -            P. 122

Masonry has  also lost the true livingness it once possessed, but in its forms and rituals, the truth is preserved and can be recovered.  This Christ will do.  He will also revive these Mysteries in other ways; not all will see the Church or Masonry for the revitalising of their spiritual life.  The true Mysteries will also reveal themselves through science, and the incentive to search for them there will be given by the Christ.

R.O.T.C.       P. 124

The ground is being prepared at this time for the great restoration which the Christ will engineer.  The world religions (including Christianity) and Masonry are today before the judgment seat of humanity's critical mind, the word has gone forth almost unanimously that both of them have failed in their divinely assigned tasks.  It is realised everywhere that new life must be poured in, but this will take a new vision and a new approach and living conditions, and this only the appearance of the Christ can teach and help us bring about.


FIRST DEGREE  R.A.I.         P.197
Blindness is a prelude to initiation of no matter what degree.

In the early stages of evolution, blindness is natural, innate, unavoidable and impenetrable.  For ages man walks in the dark.  Then comes the stage wherein this normal blindness is a protection, but has also entered a phase wherein it can be overcome.

From the moment when a human being catches the first faint glimpse of the "something other" and sees himself in juxtaposition to that dimly sensed, distant reality, the blindness with which I have dealt is something imposed by the soul upon the hastening aspirant, so that the lessons of conscious experience, of discipleship, and later of initiation may be correctly assimilated and expressed; by its means, the hurrying seeker is defended from making too rapid and superficial progress.  ...   This truth is recognised, though not truly interpreted by the Masonic Fraternity.

In one of the most important and highest initiations, the candidate enters with unblinded eyes, and no hoodwink is applied.  Then halfway through the ceremony, he is blinded and in that condition passes through the terrific tests, symbolic of a certain high stage on the Path.

R.A.I.        P.214

The silence imposed in an Ashram is refraining from certain lines of thought, the elimination of reverie and the unwholesome use of the creative imagination.  ....  The initiate learns to keep his thought apparatus in a certain effective condition.  His thoughts do not intermingle the one with the other, but are contained in separate compartments or carefully filed for reference and later use.  There are certain layers of thought (again speaking symbolically) which are held within the Ashram itself and are never permitted to enter the mind of the disciple or the initiate when not consciously working in the Ashram; others are related to the group and its work, and are given free play within the group, still others are of a more mundane nature and govern the daily life of the disciple. ...  These are only indications of what I mean, but will suffice to show, a little of what is meant by the silence of the initiate.  Within the permitted levels of contact, speech is free and unimpeded, outside those levels, no indication is given that the other spheres of thought activity even exist.  Such is the silence of the initiated disciple.

E.P.2  -      P.51

In this phrase is summed up the work and opportunity of the soul, for it works towards the regeneration of matter, and not towards the consummation of its own salvation.  It might be stated that the liberation of the soul or ego, comes about when its work of salvaging matter has been carried forward to a desired point.

It is not primarily due to the attainment of a certain spiritual stature by the man and the demonstration of certain spiritual qualities.  This desired stature and these spiritual qualities are manifested when the vehicles have been "occultly saved" and matter has thus been transformed, transmuted and symbolically, "raised up into heaven".  When the vehicles vibrate in unison with the soul, then is liberation achieved.

T.E.V.  -   P.  159

All Masters for instance do not work through a physical vehicle.  They nevertheless have an etheric body composed of the substance of the cosmic etheric levels - buddhic, atmic, monadic and logoic level and these levels are the four cosmic ethers, the higher correspondence of our etheric planes.

T.E.V.   -  P. 160

The Monad as you know, is to be found on the cosmic second etheric level, called the monadic plane.  When the antahkarana has been built, then cosmic etheric substance can be slowly substituted for the ordinary and familiar etheric substance which "substands" the dense physical body of a man.

T.E.V.   -  P.  161

The evolutionary processes can equally well be stated to be those of eliminating the physical substance lying between the dense physical body and the astral sentient body, and substituting substance of the four highest planes, the four cosmic ethers.

Physically speaking, it is this etheric substitution which enables a man successively to take the five initiations which make him a Master of the Wisdom.

FOURTH RAY AND MASONRY  E.P.1    -    P.50
The fourth ray is essentially, the refiner, the producer of perfection within the form, and the prime manipulator of the energies of God in such a way that the Temple of the Lord is indeed known in its true nature as that which "houses" the Light.  Thus the Shekinah will shine forth within the secret place of the Temple in its full glory.  


Ray 4  -  
Higher Expression  -  The Masonic work, based on the






 formation of the Hierarchy and






 related to the second ray.



Lower Expression   -  Architectural construction






 modern city planning.

Ray 7

Higher Expression
  All forms of white magic



Lower expression
  Spiritualism of "phenomena"

GEMINI AND MASONRY

E.A.   P.346

The formless nature of the influence of Gemini is strikingly born out if the significant of Masonry  is studied.  This world-wide institution was - as I have earlier told you - organised under the influence and impulse of this sign, and is governed by it in a most unusual manner.

The format or exoteric symbolism of Masonry has frequently changed during th millennia of years through which it has been active.  Its present Jewish colouring is relatively modern and not necessarily enduring, but its significance and its history of unfoldment are the history of the INDWELLING CHRIST CONSCIOUSNESS and of that inner light, and this must unalterably be continued.

That which has entered through the two pillars of Hercules, the disciples (Jachin and Boaz) and through the sign Gemini has entered to stay.

E.A.   -    P.364

Only one ray is therefore lacking where Gemini is concerned, and that is the 7th ray of organisation.  This accounts for the instability and the fluidity of the Gemini influence, and is largely responsible for the frequent failure of the Gemini person to express the beauty, ideals, etc. which are sensed so that they materialise upon the physical plane.  Six forces (Rays 1-6) meet in Gemini and for this reason, the double triangle or King Solomon's Seal is one of the subjective symbols of this sign, linking it again with the Masonic tradition and indicating also again the essential dualism of this sign.

All the inner potencies are, therefore present and only the stabilising seventh ray energy is omitted from the dowry of the man born in Gemini.  Thus we can easily account for the versatility of the Gemini subject.  The effectiveness of Mercury is also enhanced in its interpretive aspect because the Gemini person can always find points of contact with people on nearly every ray.

This is an interesting point to remember if you will realise that the great Masonic ritual was inaugurated under the influence of this sign, and yet the ray of ritual was omitted.  This is due to the fact of reaction, producing opposition and therefore interplay and struggle.  Hence the tests and trials of the Masonic procedure.

KUNDALINI FIRE

E.H.   -      P. 181-183  

On Kundalini and the Centre at the base of the spine (somewhat edited)

This centre is found at the very base of the spine, and supports all the other centres.  It is relatively quiescent at this time, for it is only roused into full activity by an act of the will, directed and controlled by the initiate.  

It is responsive only to the will aspect and the will-to-be in incarnation is the factor which at present controls its life and produces its effects as it feeds and directs the life principle in matter and form.  

Just as we are told that the life principle is "seated in the heart" so the will-to-be is seated in the base of the spine.

(The following statements were then made:)

1.  This basic centre is the point where under the evolutionary law, spirit and matter meet and life is related to form.

2.  It is therefore the centre where the essential dualism of the manifested divinity - man or Planetary Logos - meet and produce form.

3.  The nature of this divinity is only revealed when the second aspect has accomplished its work, through the medium of the third aspect, but under the directing will of the first aspect.

4.
It is the centre where the "serpent of God" undergoes two transformations:


(a) The serpent of matter lies coiled


(b) This serpent is transformed into the serpent of wisdom


(c)  the serpent of wisdom is translated and becomes the "dragon of living light"

5.
These three stages are nurtured by the life and energy pouring down through the entire length of the spinal column via the etheric correspondence of the spinal cord, and - in time and space - this downpouring (plus the simultaneously uprising life) produces:


(a)  The awakening in a gradual and orderly manner of



the centres according to ray types.


(b)
The reversal of the centres so that the consciousness



of the indwelling man is adequate to his environment.


(c)
The synthesis of the life energies of all the centres, 



and adequacy to the demands of the initiate and the



service of the Hierarchy and of Humanity.

6.
The spinal column ... houses a threefold thread.  This is the externalisation of the antahkarana, composed of the antahkarana proper, the sutratma, or life thread, and the creative thread.    This threefold thread within the spinal column is therefore composed of three threads of energy which have channelled for themselves in the substance of the interior of the column a threefold way of approach and of withdrawal.  These are called in Hindu, the "ida', the "pingala" and the sushumna" paths and they together form the path of life for the individual man and are wakened into activity sequentially and according to ray type and point of evolution.

The sushumna path is not used correctly and safely until the antahkarana has been built and the Monad and Personality are thereby related, even if it is only by the most tenuous thread.

Then the Monad, the Father, the Will aspect can reach the personality in a direct manner, and can arouse the basic centre, and with it, blend, unify and raise the three fires.

8.  These three paths of life are the channels  for electric fire, solar fire and fire by friction, and are related in their usage to the three stages on the path of evolution;


The Path of Probation


The Path of Discipleship to 3rd initiation


The Path of Initiation

9.
The Kundalini Fire is in reality the union of these three fires, which are focussed by an act of the enlightened will, under the impulse of love, in the base centre.  This unified fire is then raised by the use of a Word of Power (sent forth by the Will of the Monad) and by the United Authority of the Soul  and personality  integrated and alive.  The human being who can do this in full consciousness is therefore an initiate who has left the third initiation behind him.  He and he alone, can safely raise this triple fire from the base of the spine to the head centre.

10.
As usually interpreted by the ignorant esotericist in the various occult groups, the kundalini fire is something which must be "raised" and when it is raised, all the centres will then come into functioning activity and the channels up and down the spine will be cleared of all obstruction.  This is a dangerous generalisation and a reversal of the facts.

The kundalini fire will be raised and carried up into heaven when all the centres are wakened and the channels up the spine are unimpeded.  This removal of all obstruction is the result of the livingness of the individual centres which through the potency of their life, themselves are effective in destroying all hindrances and obstructions.  They can "burn up" all that hinders their radiation.

What usually happens in accidental cases, is that the aspirant by an effort of the mind, and not of spiritual will, succeeds in arousing the lowest of the three fires, the fire of matter, "fire by friction" and this causes a premature burning and destroys the etheric web in the etheric body.  

These circular disks or webs are to be found between each pair of the centres up the spine and also in the head.  They are normally dissipated as purity of life, the discipline of the emotions, and the development of the spiritual will are carried forward.

There are four of these webs.  When the fourfold personality is highly developed, and the ajna centre is awakening then these webs slowly and gradually normally and automatically disappear.

The webs in the head are of much higher quality and bisect the skull horizontally and vertically.  Thus they symbolise the Cross upon which a Son of God is crucified.

L.O.M.         P. 79

The connection between the centres, the causal body and meditation lies hid in the following hint:  It is through the rapid whirling and interaction of these centres, and their increased force through meditation, (the ordered occult meditation) that the shattering of the causal body is effected. When the inner fire is circulating through each centre, and when kundalini is spiralling accurately and geometrically from vortex to vortex the intensification interacts in three directions.

It focuses the light of the Higher Self into the lower vehicles,

It draws down from the Threefold Spirit (Monad) more fire from the Spirit

It forces the unification of the higher and lower.

When this is done...and when kundalini in its sevenfold capacity touches each centre...the fire burns up entirely the Temple of Solomon the permanent atoms are destroyed, and all is reabsorbed into the Triad.

T.C.F.        P.123  (see also P.183 where this text is briefly enumerated in point form).

Kundalini and the Spine

The second stage is that in which the pranic fluids begin to blend with the fire at the base of the spine and to drive that fire slowly upwards, transferring its heat from the centres below the solar plexus to the three higher centres, that of the heart the throat and the head.  This is a long and slow process when left to nature, but it is just here that (in a few cases) a quickening of the process is permitted in order to equip workers in the field of human service.  This is the object of all occult training.

The third stage is that in which active radiatory matter, or prana is blended ever more perfectly with the fire latent in matter; this results in certain effects.

It produces a quickening of the normal vibrations of the physical body so that it responds with more readiness to the higher note of the Ego, and causes a steady  rising of the blending fires through the threefold channel in the spinal column.    In the second stage this vitalising blended fire reaches a centre between the lower part of the shoulder blades, which is the point of conjunction, and of complete merging, of the fire from the base of the spine, and the fire circulating along the pranic triangle. It will be remembered how one point of this triangle originates there.  When the threefold basic fire and the threefold pranic fire meet and merge, then evolution proceeds with greatly increased velocity.

The result of this merging (at the first Initiation) leads to a change in the action of the centres ..and they manifest as radiant whirling centres of living fire.  The three major head centres become active, 

From being three centres that react faintly to each other's vibratory movement, the fire leaps from centre to centre, and each wheel becomes linked by a chain of fire till there is a triangle of fire through which the kundalini and pranic fires radiate back and forth.  The fire of kundalini produces the heat of the centre, and its intense radiance and brilliance, while the pranic fire produces ever increasing activity and rotation.

As time elapses between the first and fourth Initiation, the threefold channel in the spine, and the entire etheric body is gradually cleansed and purified by the action of the fire, till all dross is burnt away.  

As the fire of kundalini and prana proceed with their work, and the channel becomes more and more cleared, the centres more active, and the body purer, the flame of spirit, or the fire from the Ego, comes more actively downwards, till a flame of real brilliance issues from the top of the head.  This flame surges upwards through the bodies towards its source, the causal body.

Simultaneously, with the activity of these fires of matter and Spirit, the Fires of Mind burn with greater intensity.  ... As time progresses, the fire of mind burns more brightly and thus reaches a point where it begins to burn through the etheric web - that portion of the web that can be found guarding the centre at the very top of the head, and admitting entrance to the downflow from the Spirit (Monad).

The kundalini fire is consciously directed and controlled by the mind or will aspect from the mental plane.  The two fires of matter (i.e. the basic fire, and pranic fire) by the power of the mind of man are blended first with each other, and then with the fire of mind.

The united result of this blending, is the destruction of the etheric web, and the consequent production of continuity of consciousness and admission into the personal life of man, of  LIFE MORE ABUNDANT or the third fire of Spirit.

The downrush of Spirit and the uprising of the inner fires of matter produce corresponding results on the same levels on the astral and mental planes, so that a paralleling contact is brought about, and the great work of liberation proceeds in an ordered manner.

The first three initiations see these results perfected,and lead to the fourth where the intensity of the united fires results in the complete burning away of all barriers and the liberation of the Spirit by conscious directed effort from out its threefold lower sheath.  Man has consciously to bring about his own liberation.  These results are self-induced by the man himself, as he is emancipated from the three worlds, and has broken the wheel of re-birth himself instead of being broken upon it.

T.C.F.    -     P.893   

Kundalini and the reptile kingdom

The secret of the reptile kingdom is one of the mysteries of the second round, and there is a profound significance connected with the expression "the serpents of wisdom" which is applied to all adepts of the good law.

The reptile kingdom has an interesting place in all mythologies and all ancient forms of truth impartation, and this for no arbitrary reason.  It is not possible to enlarge upon the underlying truth which is hidden in the karmic history of our planetary Logos, and is revealed as part of the teaching given to initiates of the second degree.

The second great life impulse, or life wave, initiated by our Planetary Logos, when brought in conjunction with the first, was the basis of that activity which we call evolutionary energy; it resulted in a gradual unrolling or revelation of the divine form.

The Heavenly Serpent manifested, being produced out of the egg, and began its convolutions, gaining in strength and majesty, and producing through its immense fecundity millions of lesser "serpents".  The reptile kingdom is the most important part of the animal kingdom in certain aspects, if such an apparently contradictory statement can be made.

For all animal life can be seen passing through it during the prenatal stage, or returning to it when the form is in advanced decomposition.  The connection is not purely a physical one, but it is also psychic.

When the real nature and method of the kundalini or serpent fire is known, this relation will be better understood, and the history of the second round assume a new importance.

The secret of life lies hidden in the serpent stage - not the life of the Spirit, but the life of the Soul, and this will be revealed as the "serpent of the astral light" is truly approached and duly studied.

One of the Four Lipika Lords who stand nearest to our Planetary Logos is called "The Living Serpent" and His Emblem is a serpent of blue with one eye, in the form of a ruby in its head.  Students who care to carry the symbology a little further can connect this idea, with the "eye of Shiva" which sees and knows all and records all, as does the human eye in a lesser degree.  All is photographed upon the astral light, as the human eye receives impressions upon the retina.  The same thought is frequently conveyed in the Bible, in the Hebrew and Christian recognition of the all-seeing Eye of God.

The third eye is one of the objects of kundalini vivification ... which when open allows the higher subtler planes to stand revealed.  All this physico-psychical occurrence is possible to man owing to certain events which happened to the Heavenly Serpent in the second or serpent round.  These happenings necessitated the formation and evolution of that peculiar and mysterious family we call the reptilian.  A group of special devas work with the reptile evolution.

If students will apply themselves to the consideration of the above facts, to the investigation of the serpent lore in all lands, mythologies and scriptures, and if they will link up this knowledge with that concerning those heavenly constellations which have a serpent appellation (such as for instance the Dragon) much illumination may come.

(Note:  Our second Solar Logos, is known in Treatise on Cosmic Fire, as the Dragon of Wisdom).

As H.P.B. has pointed out, birds and serpents are closely connected with wisdom, and therefore with the psychic nature of God, of men and of devas.  

T.W.M.   -     P.  593

There has been much loose talk about the raising of the kundalini fire and much misapprehension in the matter.  Let me assure you that it is most difficult to raise, and can only be done by a definite act of the will and through the intense mental focussing and concentrated attention of the man, seated on the throne of consciousness in the head.  The Masonic tradition has the teaching clearly held in its beautiful ritual of the raising of the great Master-Mason.  Only when there is united effort of a five-fold kind, and only after repeated failure does the vivifying life course through the entire body and bring to life the true man.

LEO AND MASONRY

E.A.    P.63

I earlier gave a hint upon which definite astrological computation could be based when I have the time of the Great Approach of the Hierarchy to our planetary manifestation when individualisation took place and the fourth kingdom in nature appeared.  

I placed that stupendous event as happening 21,688,345 years ago.  At that time, the Sun was in Leo.  The process then initiated upon the physical plane and producing outer physical events took approximately 5000 years to mature, and the Sun was in Gemini when the final crisis of individualisation took place and the door was then closed upon the animal kingdom.

The Sun was in Leo when physical plane individualisation took place as a result of the applied stimulation.

E.A.  -  P.300-01

For the advanced initiate in this sign (Leo) and after the third initiation, Sirius becomes a major life factor.  He begins to respond to its vibration because he now rules the Sun and the Moon, and is controlling those two planets, for that is what the Sun and the Moon have become to him - simply planets to be ruled.

... Sirius Leo, the Sun, the Moon and Mercury are now the influences with which the initiate is concerned.  The influences of Sirius  three in number are focussed in Regulus, which is ....called the heart of the Lion.  

...Several major triangles of force were active when individualisation took place, and the Lions, the divine and tawny orange Flames" came into being and thus humanity arrived on the planet.

LOST WORD  AND THE WORD (IN GENERAL)    R.A.I.  -    P.51
The O.M. rightly sounded, releases the soul from the realm of glamour and enchantment.  It is the sound of liberation, the great note of resurrection and of the raising of humanity to the Secret Place of the Most High when all other Words and sounds have failed.  It is not a triple sound as is the A.U.M. but a dual sound, significant of the relation of spirit and soul and of life and consciousness.  This Lost Word symbolic of the loss in the three worlds (typified by the degrees of the Blue Lodges in Masonry) must be recovered and is in process of discovery today.  The mystics have sought after it; the Masons have preserved the tradition of its existence; the disciples and initiates of the world must demonstrate its possession.

E.P.1   -       P.53 

The Lost Word will then be recovered and uttered for all to hear, and the Master will arise and walk among His Builders in the full light of the glory which shines in the East.  The spiritualising of forms might be regarded as the main work of the seventh ray.

L.O.M.   -     P. 193

You have in the Christian Bible the remnant of a tale which has descended to us from Atlantean days.  In those days the use of SOUND on physical and emotional levels was understood and practised, being utilised for selfish ends in most of the cases.  You read that at the sound of trumpets, sounded a certain number of times after a rhythmical circuit of the walls of Jericho those walls collapsed.  This was made possible by the occult knowledge of the leaders of the people who - being versed in the science of sound and having studied its destructive and creative effects - knew just the moment to apply that science and effect the desired end.

The united sounding of the Sacred Word

This is one of the most usual methods, and the most direct way of forming a funnel for the transmission of power.  If it is so effective in the case of the individual as has been again and again demonstrated, surely its united use will be tremendously effective, and even dangerously patent.  It is the loss of the use of this Word that has crippled and hindered the efficiency of all the present exoteric faiths but this loss has been deliberately brought about owing to the dangers incident to the low point of evolution of the human hierarchy.

R.A.I.  -   P.55

The AUM itself or the Word made flesh; this creates finally a point of tension in the fourth kingdom of nature at which point the evolutionary cycle becomes possible, and the first dim note of the OM can be faintly heard.  ...  then comes a point of tension from which the man eventually achieves liberation from the three worlds and stands as a free soul; he is then a point within a circle from which he now works, and the circle the sphere of his self-initiated activity.

E.H.  -  P.131

The problems connected with the respiratory or breathing system are all related to the heart, and therefore concerned with the establishment of right rhythm and right contact with the environment.  To these problems of individual or separative existence and of its opposite, the Sacred Word, the OM is intimately related.

It might be said in the words of an occult manual on healing that "He who lives under the sound of the AUM knows himself.  he who lives sounding the OM knows his brother.  He who knows the SOUND knows all".

The secret of constituting a pure channel is considered in the first group of problems; and the establishing of right relation by right sounding forth of the attractive note of the soul is considered in the last two groups.

This third group of difficulties, problems and diseases are of course those of people upon all the rays, but first ray people have a definite predisposition to these specific troubles (e.g. heart troubles)   At the same time, when they rightly utilise their latent powers, they can overcome by the right use of the OM, and finally of the SOUND, the incidental problems and difficulties far more easily than those on other rays.  You have here a reference  to the Lost Word of Masonry and to the SOUND of the Ineffable Name.

LODGE AS A SYMBOL OF AN ASHRAM

R.A.I.    -     P.346

One other point I would seek to make clear.  As you know, an Ashram has in it disciples and initiates at all points of evolutionary development and of all grades and degrees.  these all work together in perfect unison and yet, within their differentiated ranks, for each degree stands alone yet united with all the others - with their own established rapport, their coded telepathic interplay, and a shared occult secrecy and silence which guard the secrets and knowledge of one grade from another and from the unready.  Similarly, when an aspirant seeking upon the physical plane to find those who will share with him the mystery of his next immediate step or demonstrated expansion, discovers his own group, he will find that it has in it those who have not reached his particular point of wisdom and those also who have already left him far behind.  He will be drawn into a vortex of force and a field of service simultaneously.

He will learn therefore, the lessons required by one who is to work in an Ashram and will know how to handle himself with those who may not yet share with him the secrets which he already knows, and with those who have penetrated deeper into the Mysteries than he has.

R.A.I.        P.214

The silence imposed in an Ashram  is refraining from certain lines of thought, the elimination of reverie and the unwholesome use of the creative imagination.  ....  The initiate learns to keep his thought apparatus in a certain effective condition.  His thoughts do not intermingle the one with the other, but are contained in separate compartments or carefully filed for reference and later use.  There are certain layers of thought (again speaking symbolically) which are held within the Ashram itself and are never permitted to enter the mind of the disciple or the initiate when not consciously working in the Ashram; others are related to the group and its work, and are given free play within the group, still others are of a more mundane nature and govern the daily life of the disciple. ...  These are only indications of what I mean, but will suffice to show, a little of what is meant by the silence of the initiate.  Within the permitted levels of contact, speech is free and unimpeded, outside those levels, no indication is given that the other spheres of thought activity even exist.  Such is the silence of the initiated disciple.

MAGNETIC CENTRE OF MASONRY

I.H.S.   -     P. 131

Many of the places on the earth's surface for instance, which are famed for their healing properties, are thus noted because they are magnetised spots, and their magnetic properties demonstrate as healing influences.  The recognition of these properties by man is but the preamble of a later and more definite recognition, which will eventuate when his etheric sight is normally developed……
All physical plane organisation - governmental, religious, or cultural- is the working out of inner forces and causes, and before they definitely appear in physical manifestation, a focalisation - if it might be so expressed - of these influences and energies, takes place on etheric levels.  The organisation of the Freemasons is a case in point.  It has two magnetic centres, one of which is in Central Europe.

MAGICAL WORK OF MASONRY  D.I.N.A. VOL 1 -  Page 636.

(personal instructions to an Ashram member)

You spend the greater part of your subjective life upon the astral plane.  You endeavour largely unconsciously to work as an astral magician works, using words to bring life and form together.  You do not use the Word. ....But at present you love this type of thing, and believe that all you contact is a reality.  As long as this is the case, your soul life is blocked at astral levels.

Until my brother, you are polarised in the soul, you are playing with fire, and the magical work of the astral plane is full of danger for you.  Even your intense interest in Masonry is for this life unwise, for the Masonic Work is magical work, being a reflection of the processes of initiation whereby the power of the spirit and the power of substance are brought together through the magical work of the soul.

E.P.1.     -          P.53

The seventh Ray of Ceremonial Order or magic embodies a curious quality which is the outstanding characteristic of the particular Life which ensouls this ray.  It is the quality or principle which is the co-ordinating factor unifying the inner quality and the outer tangible form or appearance.  This work goes on primarily on etheric levels and involves physical energy.  This is true magical work.  I should like to point out that when the fourth ray and seventh ray come into incarnation together, we shall have a most peculiar period of revelation and of light-bringing.  it is said of this time that then "the Temple of the Lord will take on an added glory and the Builders will rejoice together".  This will be the high moment of the Masonic work, spiritually understood.

MINERAL KINGDOM AND MASONRY  E.P. 2    -            P.57
Conditioning - Marble

But it must also be remembered that we are dealing with matter-substance and with forms which are already conditioned and which were conditioned when the creative process began.  The material to be found in the quarries of manifested purpose, is symbolically speaking MARBLE and is thus conditioned.  It is not clay or slate.  It is from this marble with all the inherent attributes of marble, that the Temple of the Lord must be built, in conformity to the design or pattern.  This conditioned substance must be accepted as existing and must be dealt with as it is.  

E.P.2      -       P.58

The design the material and the future temple are all subjectively related and it is this that the soul knows.  For the soul is the One who appropriates the material, (already conditioned and qualified) and for ages the soul wrestles with that material, building it into tentative forms, discarding it at will, gathering again together the material needed, and steadily making more adequate models as the pattern is visioned.

E.P.1     -   P.229           

The mineral kingdom

....The resolving agencies are fire, intense heat and pressure.  These three agencies have already succeeded in bringing about the divisions of the mineral kingdom into three parts, the baser metals, as they are called, the standard metals (such as silver gold and platinum) and the semi-precious stones and crystals.  The precious jewels are a synthesis of all three, one of the basic syntheses of evolution.  In this connection, some correspondences between the mineral kingdom and the human evolutionary cycles might here be noted.

1.  Base metals  -  physical plane  - Dense consciousness  - the first initiation.

2.  Standard metals  - astral plane  - Self-consciousness -the second initiation.

3.  Semi-precious stones and crystals  -  mental plane  - Radiant consciousness   -  

      the third initiation

4.  Precious jewels  -  egoic consciousness and achievement - the fourth initiation.  

The correspondences of fire, heat and pressure, in the evolution of the human being are self-evident, and their work can be seen paralleling that in the mineral kingdom.  

The mineral kingdom is governed astrologically by Taurus and there is a symbolic relation between the "eye" in the head of the Bull, the third eye, the light in the head and the diamond.  The consciousness of the Buddha has been called the "diamond-eye".

(Note by Ed.:  If you look at the space inside the square and compasses combined, you will see a diamond shape).

E.P.1. -     P.373               

Three final points I wish to touch upon.  As you may have noted from some of our earlier tabulations, there is a definite relation between the first kingdom in nature, the mineral kingdom, and the final kingdom, the solar kingdom, the seventh and last to appear in manifestation upon our planet.

There is a mysterious unity of response between the lowest and the highest kingdoms, between that which expresses the densest manifestation of the divine life, and that which embodies its final and glorious consumption.  This response is fostered by the play of the 7th Ray, which produces those initial reactions to organised movement and ritual which, at the close of our great world period, will demonstrate the response of our entire solar system to the same basic seventh ray influence.

What can now be seen in the organisation of a crystal, a jewel and a diamond, with their beauty of form and line and colour, their radiance and geometrical perfection, will appear likewise through the medium of the universe as a whole.  

The Grand Geometrician of the Universe works through this seventh ray, and thus sets his Seal upon all form life, particularly in the mineral world.  This the Masonic Fraternity has always known, and this concept it has perpetuated symbolically in the great world cathedrals, which embody the glory of the mineral world, and are the sign of the work of the Master Builder of the Universe.

When the great work is consummated, we shall see the Temple of God, the solar system, organised objectively and subjectively; its courts and holy places will then be accessible to the sons of men, who will work then without limitation, and will have free access to all parts of the building.

Through the magic of the Word, which will then have been recovered, all doors will fly open, and the consciousness of man will respond to every divine manifestation.

More of this I may not here say, but the work of the Craft, is symbolic of the ritualistic organisation of the universe.  Of this the mineral kingdom, (with which the Craft work is done) and through which the geometrical plan expresses itself, is at the same time the symbol and the undertaking, the beginning and also the concrete expression of divine purpose.

ORIGINS AND HISTORY OF MASONRY   R.A.I.  -     P.418
Masonry as originally instituted far back in the very night of time and long ante-dating the Jewish dispensation, was organised under direct Sirian influence and modelled as far as possible on certain Sirian institutions and bearing a slight resemblance also to our Hierarchical life as seen in the Eternal Now.  Its Blue Lodge with its three degrees is related to the three major groups of Lives on Sirius, for there, there are no kingdoms of nature such as we possess.  These groups of Lives, receive all Those who choose the fourth Path (the Path to Sirius) and train Them in the mode of existence and the type of livingness which is found on Sirius.  

This will make it plain to you that the least developed of the Sirian Lives are - from our standpoint - all of Them initiates of very high degree.  Masonry is, therefore, connected in a peculiar way with the fourth Path.  Down the ages, the Masonic tradition has been preserved, changing its nomenclature from time to time, reinterpreting its Words of Power, and consequently getting further and further removed from its original beauty and intent.

The time has now come, under cyclic law and in preparation for the new Age, for certain changes to be worked by Masons with spiritual understanding.  The present Jewish colouring in Masonry is completely out of date and has been preserved far too long, for it is today either Jewish or Christian and should be neither.  The Blue Lodge degrees are entirely Jewish in phrasing and wording and this should be altered.

The Higher Degrees are predominantly Christian though permeated with Jewish names and words.  This too should end.  This Jewish colouring is today one of the main hindrances to the full expression of Masonic intention and should be changed, whilst preserving the facts and detail and structure of the Masonic symbolism intact.  

Whatever form the new nomenclature will take and this change will inevitably come, that too will pass away after due service rendered.  This the cyclic transformation will proceed until such time as the bulk of humanity standing of the fourth path will pass through the initiatory process on Sirius, of which our E.A. degree is a faint recollection.

T.W.M.    -          P. 378 - 382

Institution of the Hierarchy

...     The arousing of mind in animal man in a triple way -

By the direct incarnation of certain members of the White Brotherhood whereby new factors were transmitted to man

By the definite implantation of what is called the spark of mind, in man, the mental apparatus of thought in the causal body.

By the gradual stimulation of the mental faculty until it flowered forth as manifested mind.

This covered a vast period of time, ... and it was necessary during the first sub-race of the Atlantean Root Race ... about seventeen million years ago to have on the physical plane an organisation and a headquarters for the mysteries, and to have a band of Adepts and Chohans who would function in dense physical bodies and thus meet the need of the rapidly awakening humanity.

The first outpost of the Shamballa Fraternity was the original Temple of Ibez and it was located in the centre of South America ... a second branch was later established in Asia and of this branch, the Himalayan and Southern Indian adepts are the representatives though the work is materially changed.

A word now as regards the work of the Ibezhan adepts and Their mysteries, it is necessary here to point out that the whole trend of Their work was in a way different to that of the adepts at this time.  Their objective was to stimulate mysticism and the stimulating of the kingdom of God within the human atom.  The Ibezhan adepts had to deal with a humanity which was in its infancy, whose polarisation was most unstable, and whose co-ordination was very imperfect. ...All this took a vast period of time, and it is the remnants of the earlier Temple practices which have come down to us in degraded phallic teaching, in Tantrik magic and the practices of Hatha Yogis.

The infant Humanity of Lemurian and early Atlantis had to be taught what they were by means of symbols and methods which to us would be crude, impossible and of a nature which the race should have transcended for many millions of years.

At the time the door of initiation was opened...the Lodge came to two decisions:

(1) That individualisation must cease until man ...had transcended the physical and astral...and become group conscious.

(2)  That the path of mysticism must lead eventually to the occult path, and plans be made to impart teaching, and mysteries organised that would reveal the nature of God in all that is seen, and not only in man.  Gradually the teaching was re-organised, and the curriculum increased; little by little, the mysteries were developed as the people became ready for them, until we have the marvellous Schools of the Mysteries of Chaldea, Egypt, Greece and many others.

...The work of the Ibezhan adepts and the mysteries of the Temple of Ibez are still persisting and are being carried out by the masters and adepts in physical incarnation throughout the world.

R.O.T.C.   -       P. 126

Each age has left a reflection of a modern fivefold development upon it.  Four ages have just passed away, astronomically speaking:  Gemini, Taurus, Aries and Pisces.  Today Aquarius, the fifth age is coming into power.  In Gemini its symbolical sign of the two pillars set its seal upon the Masonic Fraternity of the time, and the two pillars of Jachin and Boaz - to give them their Jewish names which are of course not their real names - came into being approximately eight thousand years ago.

T.W.M.   -     P. 399

The New Group of World Servers

..... An event is however transpiring on earth which is in its way, as momentous and as important as that crisis in Atlantean times when the physical, vital and astral bodies were co-ordinated and formed a functioning unit.  Then the 'yoga of devotion' or bhakti yoga was initiated for the training of aspirants at that time.  A physical plane replica (as far as such a replica was then possible) was organised of those who could work devotedly and who could learn through the use of ceremonial and pictures, some mode of activity which would carry on the hierarchical work on earth and thus constitute a training school for those who would later be admitted into the ranks of the Hierarchy.

The remnants of this Atlantean group remain with us in the modern Masonic movements, and the work of the Hierarchy was thus perpetuated in sign and symbol.  There has thus been preserved in the consciousness of the race, a pictorial representation of a momentous planetary condition which worked out in the human family in this threefold objective. 

Form and symbol, tool and furniture, temple and tone, office and externalities were the prominent factors; they veiled the truth and we have therefore preserved the 'outer and visible form of an inner and spiritual' reality.  

Only those were, in those days, allowed to participate in these mysteries and work who felt within themselves the longing and desire for the mystical vision, and who loved deeply and were devoted to the spiritual ideal.  They were not required to possess active mentalities, and their intellectual powers were practically nil.  They liked and needed authority; they learnt through ceremonial; they were devoted to the Great Ones Whose names and forms stood behind the office holders in the exoteric lodges.

PATTERN AND PURPOSE  E.P.2    -        P.55
Pattern - the Tracing Board

Patterns are in the last analysis, only those types of energy which are struggling to emerge into material expression and which eventually subordinate the more superficial and obvious energies to their newer imposed rhythms.  Thus they produce the changed types, new forms, and different notes, tones and appearances.  These patterns are literally the divine ideas, as they emerge and take mental form.

It might here be thought that these patterns .... produce the conditioning here discussed.  Literally and curiously this is not so.  Conditioning concerns the response, innate and inherent of matter or substance, to the pattern.  It might be said that the pattern evokes and awakens response, but that the conditioning of the resultant activity is determined by the quality of the response apparatus.  It is inherent in the substance itself.

E.P.2    -      P.57 

It must never be forgotten that evolution is the story of the evolution of consciousness, and not of form. .... Consciousness is literally the reaction of active intelligence to the pattern.  Today it is as if we were responding consciously and with increasingly intelligent purpose to the design as laid down by the Master Builder upon the Tracing Board.

As yet we do not and cannot enter into that Cosmic Mind, and vibrate in conscious unison with the Divine Idea nor grasp the Plan as it is sensed and seen by the Cosmic Thinker.  We have to work with  the design, with the pattern.

Someday the model will be discarded, the pattern will be seen as it really is, and the worker (the soul) will then begin to build consciously the Temple of the Lord out of the conditioned and prepared material which for long ages, it has been preparing in the quarry of the form life, the personal life.

Here therefore, are indicated two crises in the subjective life of the soul:

1.  the crisis wherein the soul, blinded, limited and handicapped by form, begins to work in the quarry of experience, far from its own country, with inadequate tools, and in complete temporary self-imposed ignorance of the design or pattern.

2.  The crisis which comes very much later in the soul's experience, wherein the soul knows more clearly the design, and in which much material has been prepared.  The soul is no longer blind, and can now work in collaboration with other souls in the preparation of the material for the final Temple of the Lord.  The soul, incarnate in human form, places in that Temple his particular contribution to the whole, which might be stated symbolically to be -

a.  A stone placed in the foundations, typical of the consecrated physical life.

b.  A column in the Temple itself, typical of the desire or aspirational life.

c.  A design on the tracing board, which coincides with the Great Pattern or Design, and which is that fragment of that design, which the individual had to supply and in search of which he went forth.

d.  A radiance, or light, which will augment the Shekinah, the light which "ever shineth in the East."

E.P.2   -        P.229

The seven rays, as has often been stated colour or qualify the divine instinct and potencies, but that is not all.  They are themselves determined and controlled by these potencies.  It must never be forgotten that the rays are the seven major expressions of the divine quality as it limits and (it does so limit) the purposes of Deity.  God Himself hews to a pattern, set for Him in a still more distant vision.

E.P.2             P.394  

The second ray has been called the Ray of Detailed Knowledge and where this term has been employed, the beginner has necessarily laid the emphasis upon the word "detail".  It might rather be called The Ray of Detailed Unity or the Ray of Divine Pattern or of beauty in relationship.  It involves on the part of the disciple, a very high point of synthetic comprehension.

PURPOSE OF FIRST RAY AND MASONRY

E.P.2.    -         P.36

Individualisation and the seven ray types.

Ray One.

"The Blessed One flies like an arrow into matter.  He destroys or ruptures the way by which he might return.  he grounds himself deeply in the depths of form.

"He asserts:  I will return.  My power is great.  I will destroy all obstacles.  Nothing can stop my progress to my goal.  Around me lies that which I have destroyed.  What might I do.

The answer comes, 'Order from chaos, O pilgrim on the way of death, this is the way for you.  Love you must learn.  Dynamic will you have.  The right use of destruction for the furtherance of the Plan must be the way for you.  Adherence to the rhythm of the planet will release the hidden Blessed One and order bring.

PURPOSE OF SECOND RAY AND MASONRY E.P.2.  -  P.36
Ray 2

"The Blessed one built an ark.  Stage by stage he built it, and floated upon the bosom of the waters.  Deeply he hid himself, and his light was no more seen - only his floating ark.

His voice was heard:  I have built and strongly built, but am a prisoner within my building.  My light is hidden.  Only my word goes forth.  Around me lies the waters.  Can I return from whence I came?  Is the word strong enough to open wide the door?  What shall I do?

The answer came:  'Build now an ark translucent, which can reveal the light, O Builder of the ark.  And by that light you shall reveal the lighted way.  The power to build anew, the right use of the Word and the using of the light - these will release the Blessed One deep hidden in the ark.

PURPOSE OF SEVENTH RAY AND MASONRY E.P.2.  -   P.36
Ray 7

"The Blessed One sought the pathway into form, but held with firmness to the hand of the Magician.  He sought to reconcile the Pilgrim who was himself, to life in form.  He sought to bring the world of disorder in which he found himself into some kind of order.  He wandered far into the deepest depths, and became immersed in chaos and disorder.  He could not understand, yet still held to the hand of the Magician.  he sought to bring about that order that his soul craved.  He talked with all he met, but his bewilderment increased.

To the Magician thus he spoke:  the ways of the Creator must be good.  Behind all that which seems to be, must be a Plan.  Teach me the purpose of it all.  How can I work immersed in deepest matter?  Tell me the thing that I must do?

The Magician said:  "Listen O Worker in the furthest world, to the rhythm of the times.  Note the pulsation in the heart of that which is divine.  Retire into the silence and attune yourself unto the whole.  Then venture forth.  Establish the right rhythm; bring order to the forms of life which must express the Plan of Deity.

For this Blessed One release is found in work.  He must display his knowledge of the Plan by the sounding of those words which will evoke the Builders of the form and thus create the new.

RITUAL AND DEVAS    L.O.M.   -     P. 128.
Dangers from the deva evolution.

This danger is curiously real now, owing to the following reasons:

(a)  The coming in of the violet ray, the seventh or Ceremonial Ray has rendered this contact more easy of attainment than heretofore.  It is therefore the ray on which approximation is possible, and in the use of ceremonial and of set forms, coupled to regulated rhythmic movement will be found a meeting place for the two allied evolutions.  In the use of ritual, this will be apparent and psychics are already being witness to the fact that both in the ritual of the Church and in that of Masonry this has been evidenced. 

RITUAL AND THE SEVENTH RAY   L.O.M.         P.182
The Day of Opportunity.

....It would be wise if students would ponder the significance of the coming in of the present Ray of Ceremonial Law or Magic.  it is the ray that deals with the building forces of nature, that concerns itself with the utilisation of the form intelligently by the life aspect.  It is largely the ray of executive work, with the object of building, co-ordinating and producing cohesion in the four lower kingdoms of nature.  It is distinguished largely by the energy which manifests itself in ritual but this word ritual must not be narrowed down to its present use in connection with Masonic or religious ritual.  Its application is far wider than this, and includes the methods of organisation which are demonstrated in all civilised communities, such as in the world of commerce and of finance, and the great business organisations everywhere.  Above all, its interest lies for us in the fact that it is the ray which brings opportunity to the occidental races, and through the medium of this life force of executive organisation, of government by rule and order by rhythm and by ritual, will come the time when the occidental races can take initiation - an initiation, we must remember upon a ray which is temporarily recognised as a major ray.

I.H.S.    -       P. 59

The Master R. is upon the seventh Ray, that of Ceremonial Magic or Order and He works largely through esoteric ritual and ceremonial being vitally interested in the effects, hitherto unrecognised, of the ceremonial of the Freemasons, of the various fraternities, and of the Churches everywhere.  

RITUAL -  SOUND AND RHYTHM IN  E.H.  -  P.131
The problems connected with the respiratory or breathing system are all related to the heart, and therefore concerned with the establishment of right rhythm and right contact with the environment.  To these problems of individual or separative existence and of its opposite, the Sacred Word, the OM is intimately related.

It might be said in the words of an occult manual on healing that "He who lives under the sound of the AUM knows himself.  he who lives sounding the OM knows his brother.  He who knows the SOUND knows all".

The secret of constituting a pure channel is considered in the first group of problems; and the establishing of right relation by right sounding forth of the attractive note of the soul is considered in the last two groups.

This third group of difficulties, problems and diseases are of course those of people upon all the rays, but first ray people have a definite predisposition to these specific troubles (e.g. heart troubles)   At the same time, when they rightly utilise their latent powers, they can overcome by the right use of the OM, and finally of the SOUND, the incidental problems and difficulties far more easily than those on other rays.  You have here a reference  to the Lost Word of Masonry and to the SOUND of the Ineffable Name.

L.O.M.   -     P. 193

You have in the Christian Bible the remnant of a tale which has descended to us from Atlantean days.  In those days the use of SOUND on physical and emotional levels was understood and practised, being utilised for selfish ends in most of the cases.  You read that at the sound of trumpets, sounded a certain number of times after a rhythmical circuit of the walls of Jericho those walls collapsed.  This was made possible by the occult knowledge of the leaders of the people who - being versed in the science of sound and having studied its destructive and creative effects - knew just the moment to apply that science and effect the desired end.

The united sounding of the Sacred Word

This is one of the most usual methods, and the most direct way of forming a funnel for the transmission of power.  If it is so effective in the case of the individual as has been again and again demonstrated, surely its united use will be tremendously effective, and even dangerously patent.  It is the loss of the use of this Word that has crippled and hindered the efficiency of all the present exoteric faiths but this loss has been deliberately brought about owing to the dangers incident to the low point of evolution of the human hierarchy.

RITUAL - VALUE OF  E.O.T.H.               P. 517
Finally, Church members and members of the Masonic Fraternities must familiarise themselves with the inner significance of the various rites, ceremonies colours and rituals, and with the work performed upon the floor of the temple.  They must know why such and such things are done in due order, and the reason for the various precedences, the words, the gestures and acts.

E.P.1.    -       P.364

The new and esoteric psychology will be steadily developed.  It will be apparent therefore that A Treatise on White Magic has a definitely seventh ray import, and this Treatise on the Seven Rays has also been sent forth in an effort to clarify the incoming spiritual influences.  

One of the first lessons that humanity under the potent influence of the seventh ray, is that the soul controls its instrument, the personality through ritual, or through the imposition of a regular rhythm, for rhythm is what really designates a ritual.  

When aspirants to discipleship impose a rhythm on their lives, they call it a discipline, and they feel happy about it.  What groups do, who are gathered together for the performance of any ritual or ceremony whatsoever, (Church ritual, the Masonic work, the drill of the army or navy, business organisations, the proper functioning of a home or a hospital, or of an entertainment etc.) is of an analogous nature, for it imposes on the participants a simultaneous performance, an identical undertaking or a ritual.

There is no evading the process of ceremonial living.  It is unconsciously recognised, blindly followed, and constitutes the great discipline of the rhythmic breathing of life itself.  The Deity works with ritual and is subjected to the ceremonials of the universe.  The seven rays come into activity and pass out again under the rhythmic and ritualist impulse of the divine Life.  Thus is the Temple of the Lord built by the ceremonial of the Builders.

G.W.P.   -        P. 227

(the preceding pages give instruction for groups working at dissipating glamour - then follows this reference on page 227) -

You will note that in outlining to you this work, I make no reference to the type of room, to the position of the group members, to posture assumed, to the use of incense, or to any of the paraphernalia which so many occult groups deem of importance.  

The set physical rituals are today (from the angle of the Hierarchy) entirely obsolete and of no importance where disciples and advanced aspirants are concerned.  They are of value to the little evolved in whom the sense of drama has to be developed and who need external aids, and they do provide a setting which serves to help beginners to keep the theme of their work and their objective in view.

The only ritual which is still regarded as of value to the human family as a whole - particularly to the advanced person - is the Masonic Ritual.  The reason for this is that it is a pictorial representation of the process of Creation, of the relation between God and man, of the Path of Return and also of those great Initiations through the means of which the liberated initiate passes into the Council Chamber of the Most High. 

D.I.N.A.    -           P. 171  (in personal instructions to an Ashram member)

...The fusion (soul and bodily forces) must therefore be made between the mind and the brain, each of which expresses one of the two major energies.  That fusion already partially exists.  When it is consummated, the mental goal of harmony through conflict will be superseded by the inflow of love, working with power through the brain, and (incidentally) your general physical health with speedily improve.  How shall this be brought about, my brother?  The first stage is one of real difficulty, particularly for 1st ray people.

It comes through the power of visualisation.  This is why ritual is of value to such as you, and Masonry being on the first ray, and emanating, consequently from Shamballa - aids the process of visualisation.  it gives colour and performance of a tangible kind to inner subjective activity.  Visualisation is a powerful agent in the evocation of the creative imagination. 

THE SECOND DEGREE OF MASONRY  R.A.I.     -          P.286
The following relationships should be noted for the first is the seed of the other -


Applicants


Initiates


LISTEN


KNOW


TOUCH


EXPRESS


SEE



REVEAL


APPLY



DESTROY


KNOW



RESURRECT

T.C.F.    -         P.186-189  

Evolution of senses.

As we know, the senses are five in number and in the order of development are as follows: 

Hearing - Touch - Sight - Taste - Smell

Each of the five senses has a definite connection with one or other plane, and also has a correspondence of all planes.  Let us take up each of these senses, point out some interesting facts in connection with them, and suggest their subplane correspondences.



PLANE


SENSE



1. Physical 


Hearing



2. Astral


Touch or Feeling



3. Mental


Sight



4. Buddhic


Taste



5. Atmic


Smell

In the two lower planes in the three worlds (the astral and the physical - the five subplanes of human endeavour are the five highest.  The two lowest sub-planes, the sixth and seventh, are what we might express as "below the threshold" and concern forms of life beneath the human altogether.

Counting from the bottom upwards, it is only the third sub-plane of the physical and the astral planes which mark the commencement of human effort leaving five subplanes to be subdued.  On the mental plane the five lower subplanes have to be subjugated during purely human evolution.  When the consciousness is centred on the fifth subplane, (counting from the bottom upwards) then the planes of abstraction - from the standpoint of man in the three worlds - supervene the two subplanes of synthesis, demonstrating through the synthesis of the five senses.

T.C.F.     -       P.188

Microcosmic Sensory Evolution.

Physical
1. 
Hearing

7.5 plane - gaseous



2.
Touch/Feeling
7.4 first etheric



3.
Sight


7.3 super etheric



4.
Taste


7.2 sub-atomic



5.
Smell


7.1  atomic

Astral

1.
Clairaudience

6.5 plane



2.
Psychometry

6.4



3
Clairvoyance

6.3



4.
Imagination

6.2



5.
Emotional

6.1




Idealism

Mental

1.
Higher Clairaudience
5.7   )



2.
Planetary Psychometry
5.6   )



3.
Higher Clairvoyance

5.5   )   FORM



4.
Discrimination

5.4   )



5.
Spiritual Discernment
5.3   )Formless




Response to Group                      )




Vibration


5.2   )




Spiritual Telepathy
           5.1     )

Buddhic
1.
Comprehension

4.7



2.
Healing


4.6



3.
Divine vision


4.5



4.
Intuition


4.4



5.
Idealism


4.3

Atmic
1.
Beatitude



3.7



2.
Active Service

3.6



3.
Realisation


3.5



4.
Perfection


3.4



5.
All Knowledge

3.3

It can be noted that we have not summed up the  two planes of abstraction on the atmic and buddhic planes (i.e. 4.2 and 4.1 and 3.2 and 3.1) the reason being that they mark a degree of realisation which is the property of initiates of higher degree than that of adept, and which is beyond the concept of the evolving human unit.  For the sake of clarity, we again table the five different aspects of the five senses on the five planes so that their correspondences may be readily visualised using the above table as a basis.

a.  THE FIRST SENSE    ...    HEARING


1.
Physical hearing


2.
Clairaudience


3.
Higher Clairaudience


4.
Comprehension (of four sounds)


5.
Beatitude

b.
THE SECOND SENSE   ...   TOUCH OR FEELING


1.
Physical touch


2.
Psychometry


3.
Planetary Psychometry


4.
Healing


5.
Active Service

c.
THE THIRD SENSE   ...   SIGHT


1.
Physical Sight


2.
Clairvoyance


3.
Higher Clairvoyance


4.
Divine Vision


5.
Realisation

d.
THE FOURTH SENSE    ...   TASTE


1.
Physical taste


2.
Imagination


3.
Discrimination


4.
Intuition


5.
Perfection

e.
THE FIFTH SENSE     ...   SMELL


1.
Physical smell


2.
Emotional idealism


3.
Spiritual discernment


4.
Idealism


5.
All Knowledge.

T.C.F.    -        P.194

Hearing gives him an idea of relative direction, and enables a man to fix his place in the scheme and to locate himself.

Touch gives him an idea of relative quantity and enables him to fix his relative value as regards other bodies, extraneous to himself.

Sight give him an idea of proportion and enables him to adjust his movements to the movements of others.

Taste gives him an idea of value, and enables him to fix upon that which appears to him best.

Smell gives him an idea of innate quality, and enables him to find that which appeals to him as of the same quality or essence as himself.

In all these definitions, it is necessary to bear in mind that the whole object of the senses is to reveal the not-self and to enable the Self therefore to differentiate between the real and the unreal.

SEVENTH RAY AND MASONRY

E.A.     -       P.446

The 7th ray of Ceremonial Law and Order works through Uranus which is today the transmitter of Sirian force, via Pisces to the Hierarchy, and thence to the world workers.  ...   It aids and inaugurates the new world order based on a spiritual drive and on aspiration, mental freedom loving understanding and a physical plane rhythm which provides opportunity for full creative expression.

To bring this about, energy from Shamballa is fused with the ...7th Ray and then carried to humanity along the stream of love which emanates from the Hierarchy (via the influence of Pisces) as the highest aspect of Pisces which humanity at this time can comprehend is that of Mediatorship.  Today as never before the Hierarchy stands as the "mediating transmitter" between:

1.  Humanity and the Will of God ....

2.  Humanity and its karma ...

3.  Humanity and cosmic evil ..

The latter fact is responsible for the widespread attack made upon Masonry during this century (as noted above, Masonry is the reflection of Hierarchy, as Hierarchy is the reflection of the Lodge on Sirius)   Masonry - inadequate and corrupt as it has been and guilty of over-emphasising certain forms of symbols - is nevertheless a germ or seed of future hierarchical effort when that effort is - at some later date - externalised on Earth.

Masonry is governed by the 7th ray, and when certain important changes have been made, and the spirit of Masonry is grasped instead of the letter, then we shall see a new form of hierarchical endeavour appear to aid in the restoration of the ancient and sacred Mysteries among men.  

E.P.1    -    P.50

The fourth ray is essentially, the refiner, the producer of perfection within the form, and the prime manipulator fo the energies of God in such a way that the Temple of the Lord is indeed known in its true nature as that which "houses" the Light.  Thus the Shekinah will shine forth within the secret place of the Temple in its full glory.  

Ray 4  -  Higher Expression  -  The Masonic work, based on the







  formation of the Hierarchy and







  related to the second ray.



Lower Expression   -  Architectural construction







  modern city planning.

Ray 7
higher Expression
  All forms of white magic



Lower expression
  Spiritualism of "phenomena"

E.P.1.    -       P.364

The new and esoteric psychology will be steadily developed.  It will be apparent therefore that A Treatise on White Magic has a definitely seventh ray import, and this Treatise on the Seven Rays has also been sent forth in an effort to clarify the incoming spiritual influences.  

One of the first lessons that humanity under the potent influence of the seventh ray, is that the soul controls its instrument, the personality through ritual, or through the imposition of a regular rhythm, for rhythm is what really designates a ritual.  

When aspirants to discipleship impose a rhythm on their lives, they call it a discipline, and they feel happy about it.  What groups do, who are gathered together for the performance of any ritual or ceremony whatsoever, (Church ritual, the Masonic work, the drill of the army or navy, business organisations, the proper functioning of a home or a hospital, or of an entertainment etc.) is of an analogous nature, for it imposes on the participants a simultaneous performance, an identical undertaking or a ritual…..
There is no evading the process of ceremonial living.  It is unconsciously recognised, blindly followed, and constitutes the great discipline of the rhythmic breathing of life itself.  The Deity works with ritual and is subjected to the ceremonials of the universe.  The seven rays come into activity and pass out again under the rhythmic and ritualist impulse of the divine Life.  Thus is the Temple of the Lord built by the ceremonial of the Builders.

E.P.1.        P.368-9

Under this seventh ray influence the Masonic Fraternity will come into a new and pronounced spiritual activity and begin to approximate its true function and to fulfil its long-seen destiny.  One point it might be of interest here to note.  During the period of the activity of the 6th Ray, the Fraternity fell into into a crystallised and sectarian attitude, along with the many other grouped circles.  It fell also into the snare of materialism and the outer form has for centuries been of more importance in the eyes of Masons than the inner spiritual meaning.  The symbols and the system of allegories have been emphasised, whilst that which they were intended to convey and to reveal to the initiated has been quite forgotten.  

Also the trend of the attention of a Lodge of Masons and the main emphasis, has been potently placed on the function and place of the W.M. and not upon the inner significance of the work on the floor of the Temple.  The lodge has not been regarded as an integrated functioning  entity.  This must and will be changed and the potency and the effectiveness of the lodge work and ceremonial will be demonstrated.  it will be seen that in the regularity of the rituals and the sanctified formality of the ordained ceremonials lies the true meaning of the work, and the use of the Word.  

The coming era of group work and power and of organised synthetic ritualist activity will profoundly affect Masonry, as the importance of a central dominating figure passes out with the 6th ray influence and the true spiritual work and function of the lodge itself is understood.

I.H.S.     -    P.59

The Master R. is upon the seventh Ray, that of Ceremonial Magic or Order and he works largely through esoteric ritual and ceremonial, being vitally interested in the effects, hitherto unrecognised, of the ceremonial of the Freemasons, and of the various fraternities, and of the Churches everywhere.

E.P.1.     -        P.83

The seventh purpose of Deity

Ray VII  -  Ceremonial Order or Magic.

"Let the Temple of the Lord be built" the seventh great Angel cried.  Then to their places in the north, the south, the west and east, seven great sons of God moved with measured pace, and took their seats.  The work of building thus began.

The doors were closed.  The light shone dim.  The temple walls could not be seen.  The seven were silent and their forms were veiled.  The time had nor arrived for the breaking forth of light.  The Word could not be uttered.  Only between the seven Forms the work went on. A silent call went forth from each to each.  Yet still the temple door stayed shut. 

As time went on, the sounds of life were heard.  The door was opened, and the door was shut.  Each time it opened, the power within the temple grew; each time the light waxed stronger, for one by one, the sons of men entered the temple passed from north to south, from west to east and in the centre of the heart found light, found understanding and the power to work.  They entered through the door; they passed before the Seven; they raised the temple's veil and entered into life.

The temple grew in beauty.  its lines, its walls its decorations, and its height and depth and breadth slowly emerged and entered into light.

Out from the east the Word went forth:  Open the door to all the sons of men who come from all the darkened valleys of the land and seek the temple of the Lord.  give them the light.  Unveil the inner shrine, and through the work of all the craftsmen of the Lord extend the temple's walls and thus irradiate the world.  Sound forth the Word creative and raise the dead to life.

Thus shall the temple of the light be carried from heaven to earth.  Thus shall its walls be reared upon the great plains of the world of men.  Thus shall the light reveal and nurture all the dreams of men.

Then shall the Master in the east awaken those who are asleep.  Then shall the warden in the west test and try all the true seekers after light.  Then shall the warden in the south instruct and aid the blind.  Then shall the gate into the north remain wide open, for there the unseen Master stands with welcoming hand and understanding heart, to lead the pilgrim to the east where the true light shines forth.

"Why this opening of the temple"  demand the greater Seven.  "Because the work is ready; the craftsmen are prepared.  God has created in the light.  His sons can now create:  What can else be done?"

"Naught!" came the answer from the greater Seven.  "Let the work proceed.  let the sons of God create."

This ray Lord has a peculiar power on earth and on the physical plane of divine manifestation.  His usefulness to His six Brothers is therefore apparent.  He makes their Work appear.  He is the most active of all the rays in this world period, and is never out of manifestation for more than 1500 years.  It is almost os if He whirled in and out of active work under a very rapid cycle, and His closest relation, symbolically, is to His brethren on the second and fifth rays in this world period.  He builds (using second ray co-operation,) through the power of thought, thus co-operating with the Lord of the fifth ray, and  on the physical plane, which is His own essential and peculiar sphere.  

SIRIUS LODGE   R.A.I.  -     P.418
Masonry as originally instituted far back in the very night of time and long ante-dating the Jewish dispensation, was organised under direct Sirian influence and modelled as far as possible on certain Sirian institutions and bearing a slight resemblance also to our Hierarchical life as seen in the Eternal Now.  Its Blue Lodge with its three degrees is related to the three major groups of Lives on Sirius, for there, there are no kingdoms of nature such as we possess.  These groups of Lives, receive all Those who choose the fourth Path (the Path to Sirius) and train Them in the mode of existence and the type of livingness which is found on Sirius.  

This will make it plain to you that the least developed of the Sirian Lives are - from our standpoint - all of Them initiates of very high degree.  Masonry is, therefore, connected in a peculiar way with the fourth Path.  Down the ages, the Masonic tradition has been preserved, changing its nomenclature from time to time, reinterpreting its Words of Power, and consequently getting further and further removed from its original beauty and intent.

The time has now come, under cyclic law and in preparation for the new Age, for certain changes to be worked by Masons with spiritual understanding.  The present Jewish colouring in Masonry is completely out of date and has been preserved far too long, for it is today either Jewish or Christian and should be neither.  The Blue Lodge degrees are entirely Jewish in phrasing and wording and this should be altered.

The Higher Degrees are predominantly Christian though permeated with Jewish names and words.  This too should end.  This Jewish colouring is today one of the main hindrances to the full expression of Masonic intention and should be changed, whilst preserving the facts and detail and structure of the Masonic symbolism intact.  

Whatever form the new nomenclature will take and this change will inevitably come, that too will pass away after due service rendered.  This the cyclic transformation will proceed until such time as the bulk of humanity standing of the fourth path will pass through the initiatory process on Sirius, of which our E.A. degree is a faint recollection.

R.A.I.   -        P. 414-415

The Path to Sirius.

This great Sun which is to our Solar Logos what the Monad is to the spiritual man has a peculiar part to play where our Earth is concerned. ...  A stream of energy coming from the sun Sirius enters directly into the Hierarchy and carries with it the principle of buddhi, of cosmic love.  ....  This energy bypasses Shamballa and is focussed in the Hierarchy.  its effect is not felt until after the 3rd initiation, though the Masters use this energy whilst training disciples for the second fourth and sixth initiations.  

Sanat Kumara is not on the Sirian line, but Lucifer the Son of the Morning is closely related, and hence the large number of human beings who will become disciples in the Sirian Lodge.  This is the "true Blue" lodge and to become a candidate in that Lodge, the initiate of the third degree has to become a lowly aspirant, with all the true and full initiations awaiting him "within the sunshine of the major Sun".

E.A.          P.  349-50

It might be stated that:

Gemini forms a point of entrance for cosmic energy from Sirius.

Libra is related to and transmits the potencies of the Pleiades.

Aquarius expresses the universal consciousness of the Great Bear.  

It might be profitable for you to bear in mind at this point what I have often told you, that the great White Lodge on Sirius is the spiritual prototype of the Great White Lodge on Earth (the Hierarchy) of which modern Masonry is the distorted reflection, just as the personality is a distorted reflection of the Soul.

I would also remind you again of the relation between Gemini and Masonry to which reference has frequently been made. 

E.A.  -  P.300-01

For the advanced initiate in this sign (Leo) and after the third

initiation Sirius becomes a major life factor.  He begins to

respond to its vibration because he now rules the Sun and the

Moon, and is controlling those two planets, for that is what the Sun and the Moon have become to him - simply planets to be ruled. 

....Sirius Leo, the Sun, Moon and Mercury are now the influences with which the inititate is concerned.  The influences of Sirius three in number are focussed in Regulus, which is ... called the Heart of the Lion.

I.H.S.         Page 17-18

One great fact to be borne in mind is, that the initiation of the planet or of the solar system are but the preparatory initiations of admission into the greater Lodge on Sirius.  We have the symbolism held for us fairly well in Masonry, and in combining the Masonic method with what we are told of the steps on the Path of Holiness we get an approximate picture.  Let us enlarge somewhat:

The first four initiations of the solar system correspond to the four "initiations of the Threshold" prior to the first cosmic initiation.  The fifth initiation corresponds to the first cosmic initiation, that of "entered apprentice" in Masonry; and makes a Master an "entered apprentice" on the Lodge on Sirius.  The sixth initiation is analogous to the second degree in Masonry, whilst the seventh initiation makes the Adept, a Master Mason of the Brotherhood on Sirius.  

A Master, therefore, is one who has taken the seventh planetary initiation, the fifth solar initiation and the first Sirian or cosmic initiation.

SYMBOLISM: ANGEL WITH FLAMING SWORD.  E.P.2    -     P.150
The Law of Repulse

No. 4 - Law of Repulse - the Law of all Destroying Angels, - the symbol - The Angel with the Flaming Sword - The rejecting energy of the First Ray.

...

This law is one which primarily begins to impress the divine purpose upon the consciousness of the aspirant, and dictates to him those higher impulses and those spiritual decisions which mark his progress upon the Path.  It is the demonstration of the first ray quality (a subray influence of the second ray) for it should be remembered that to repulse a form a situation or a condition may be the evidence of spiritual love in the agent of repulsion.

This is well pictured for us in the ancient symbol of the Angel with the flaming sword, who stands before the gate of Paradise to turn away those who seek the fancied security of that shelter and condition.  This angel acts in love, and has so acted down the ages, for that state of realisation which we call Paradise is a place of essential danger for all, save those who have earned to right to sojourn there.

The angel protects the unready aspirant (not the place which he seeks to enter) and safeguards him from the risks and perils of that initiation which must be undertaken before he can pass through the five divisions of Paradise to the place where the light dwells and the Masters of the Wisdom live and work.  This is the thought which lies behind the Masonic procedure whereby the Tyler stands outside the door of the Lodge with a drawn sword to protect the secrets of the Craft from the unready.

T.C.F.    -          P.1109

It is in devachan that the man shapes and polishes the stones which are built into the Temple of Solomon.  It is the workshop to which the individual stones (good deeds and thoughts) are taken for fashioning, after being extracted from the quarry of the person life.

Being of mental matter, devachan might be regarded as a centre, or heart of peace within the periphery of the sphere of influence of the mental unit.  The four spirillae form four protecting streams of force.  A correspondence to this stream of force can be seen in the four rivers which emanated from the Garden of Eden.  Out of this Garden man is driven into the world of physical incarnation, and the Angel with the flaming Sword protects the entrance, driving him back from entry until the time comes when evolution has progressed so far that he can come to the portal laden with stones which can withstand the action of fire.  When he has submitted these stones to the fire, and they stand the test, he can enter "Heaven" again, his time though being limited by the nature and the quality of what he brought.

When the consciousness within devachan has absorbed all the essences of life experience, even that locality, or that aspect of matter cannot enfold him and he escapes from limitation into the causal vehicle.

SYMBOLISM: BIRDS. E.P.2.   -         P.104

First the soul must relinquish the personality.  ...  The sequence is first, dispassion, then discrimination and finally detachment.  Such is the theme of the soul's endeavour, and such is the spirit which must underlie all creative work.  In this thought lies the clue to the symbol of the Law of Sacrifice - a rosy cross with a bird flying over it.  This is the loved cross (rose being the colour of affection) with the bird (symbol of the soul) flying free in time and space.

T.C.F.   -            P. 895 

The bird kingdom is specifically allied to the deva evolution ...certain groups of devas who desire to pass into the human kingdom having developed certain faculties, can do so via the bird kingdom. ....  This truth is hinted at in the Bible and religious representations by angels or devas as having wings.  

In cases where (the above) does occur, these devas pass several cycles in the bird kingdom, building in a response to a vibration which will ultimately swing them into the human family.  In this way, they become accustomed to the use of a gross form without the limitations, and impurities, which the animal kingdom engenders.

Many devas pass out of the group of passive lives in the effort to become manipulating lives via the bird kingdom, and before becoming, fairies, elves, gnomes or other sprites, pass a certain number of cycles in the bird realm.

Why the two above events occur, will not be apparent to the casual reader, nor will the true connection between the birds and devas be accurately realised by the occult student unless he applies himself to the consideration of the bird or swan out of time and space, and the place that birds play in the mysteries.  Herein lies a clue.  He must remember likewise the fact, that every life of every degree, from a god to the most insignificant of the lesser devas or builders, must at some time or another pass through the human family.

SYMBOLISM: COLUMNS  E.P.2.  -  57 (see also Pattern and Purpose  -  for the full quotation)
b.  A column in the Temple itself, typical of the desire or aspirational life.

SYMBOLISM: DESIGN See also Pattern and Purpose - for the full quotation) E.P.2.   -  57
c.  A design on the tracing board, which coincides with the Great Pattern or Design, and which is that fragment of that design, which the individual had to supply and in search of which he went forth.

SYMBOLISM: EYE OF GOD R.A.I.    -        P.176
After the third initiation, the candidate must face the One Initiator alone, with no protective Individual standing between him and the eternal source of all-power.  The Christ is present, supportive and attentive.  He stands directly behind the initiate so as to arrest and distribute the potency passing through the initiate's body and centres; the candidate is also flanked on either side by a Master.  nevertheless, he faces the Initiator alone and unprotected.  Even now at this much later initiation, he cannot see "eye to eye" as the phrase goes.  He becomes aware of a growing point of light which from a pin-point of intensest brilliance develops before him into a five-pointed star.  At the fourth initiation it is not a star which shines forth before him but a triangle, and within that triangle he will perceive an eye regarding him, and for the first time he does see the Most High "eye to eye".

SYMBOLISM: GRIPS E.P.2.    -          P.45 - 48

The rays and initiations - some stanzas which convey to accepted disciples some of the significance of the first initiation. ...  When the 3rd initiation takes place, and the wider open door looms before the initiate, he will then discover the meaning of that type of realisation which is here called (for lack of a better name) Identification.  (this below describes symbolically, the meeting and fusing of the soul and personality at the 3rd initiation - according to the ray of the soul).

Ray One

The Angel of the Presence stands within the light divine - the centre and the meeting place of many forces.

These forces meet and blend.  They focus in the head of him who stands before the Angel.

Eye to eye, and face to face and hand to hand, they stand.  Will reinforces will, and love meets love.  The will-to-power merges with the will-to-love and strength with wisdom meets.  These two are one.  From that high spot of unity, the One who is released stands forth and says:-

I return from whence I came, from the formless to the world of form I make my way.  I will to be.  I will to work.  I will to serve and save.  I will to lift the race.  I serve the Plan with will, the Whole with power.

Ray Two

The Angel of the Presence draws the wanderer to him.  Love divine attracts the seeker of the Way.  the point of merging is achieved.

Mouth to mouth, the breath is drawn forth, and the breath is drawn in.  Heart to heart, the beating of these twain is merged in one.  Foot to foot, the strength is passed from the greater to the less, and thus the Way is trodden.

Force inspired the Word, the Breath.  Love inspired the heart, the life.  Activity controls the treading of the Way.  These three produce the merging.  All then is lost and gained.

Ray Three

The Angel of the Presence stands within the centre of the whirling forces.  For ages long, thus has he stood, the centre of all energies from above and from below.  

With intelligence, the Angel works to make the One Who is above, and the one who is below to blend and be as one.  With twelve clear notes the hour sounds forth, and then the two are one.  The Angel stands entranced.

Ear to ear, breast to breast, right hand to left the two who are the three, produce the merging  of their lives.  Glory shines forth.  Truth is revealed.  The work is done.

Ray Four

The Angel of the Presence stands in his beauty rare on the lighted Way.  the glory of the Presence pours throughout the field of combat, and ends, in peace - the strife.

The warrior stands revealed.  His work is done - back to back  the Angel and the Warrior stand, their auras meeting in a radiant sphere of light.  The two are one.  

Ray Five.

The Angel of the Presence serves the three - the One above, the one below, and the One who ever is.  (three aspects of higher triad, buddhi the abstract mind and spirit, plus the ego in the causal body and lower mind are here blended and fused).

The great Triangle begins its revolutions and its rays reach out in all directions and permeate the Whole.

The man and Angel face each other, and know themselves to be the same.  The light that radiates from the heart , the throat, and from the centre which stands midway meet and merge.  The two are one.

Ray Six

The Angel of the Presence reaches down, and at the midway point, pierces the fog of glamour.  The path stands clear.  The One who treads the path and stops to fight, who wrestles blindly with the two who seek to hinder and to blind, sees the Way free.  it stands revealed.  He ceases from the clamour and the fight.  he finds his way into the Presence.

Knee to knee, and foot to foot, they stand.  Hand to hand, and breast to breast, forehead to forehead, see them stand.  And thus they merge and blend.

Ray Seven

the Angel of the Presence lifts one hand into the blue of heaven.  He plunges deep the other into the sea of forms.  Thus he connects the world of form and formless life.  Heaven to earth he brings, earth into heaven.  This the man, who stands before the Angel knows.

he grasps the meaning of the painted sign which the Angel holds aloft.  The two are one  - Naught remains to grasp.   The word is manifest.  The work is seen complete.

These phrases are an attempt to express some of the realisations of the true initiate when he stands - at the third initiation - before the Angel and sees that Angel also pass away.  So that naught is left but conscious knowledge and realisation.

Although this statement may signify but little to us at present, it will nevertheless, serve to demonstrate the futility of dealing with the secrets of the mysteries and with initiations through the medium of words.  When this is better realised the true work of the Masonic dramas will begin to measure up to the need.

E.P.2      -        P.62

The soul informs the mechanism in two ways, and through two points of contact in the body.

1.  The thread of life is anchored in the heart.  The life principle is there to be found, and from there it pervades the physical body, through the medium of the blood stream for "the blood is life".

2.  The thread of consciousness or of intelligence is anchored in the head and from there is orders and directs all activities through the brain and nervous system.

The directive activity of the soul, or its authoritative grasp upon the mechanism of the body is dependent for its extent upon the point of development, or upon the so-called "age of the soul". 
The subjective and objective system governs the manifestation of the soul on the physical plane.  It indicates to those who can see in truth, the grasp or hold that the soul has upon its instrument; it can be seen whether that grasp is occasional and partial or whether it is entire and whole.

This is most wonderfully indicated in a certain Masonic GRIP which marks a climax in the experience of the candidate to the mysteries.

SYMBOLISM: LADDER  I.H.S.    -  Page 209  -  An Esoteric Catechism
What seest thou O Pilgrim?  Lift up thine eyes and tell what thou

beholdest?

I see a ladder mounting within the vault of blue, its feet lost sight of in the mists and fogs that circle round our planet...

etc.  for several more pages, on the symbolism of the Ladder.

SYMBOLISM: LION AND UNICORN E.A. -   P.155
The mystery of the Lion and the Unicorn.  

This secret is preserved for us in the ancient nursery rhyme about the "lion and the unicorn going up to town" and contains in a peculiar way the secret of initiation and the "going up" of the human being to the portal of admittance into the Hierarchy as well as the "mystic raising" of which Masonry holds the key.  This deals with the emergence of the consciousness of the initiate (white and one pointed) and the defeat of the king of beasts (the personality) leading to the triumph of group and world consciousness, of selflessness and illumination over self-consciousness and selfishness.  In the true rendition of this ancient myth, the king of beasts is blinded and killed by the piercing of his eye and heart by the long horn of the unicorn.

SYMBOLISM:LIGHT  E.P.2.    -        P.76
Seven Ray methods of appropriation.

As we have seen, this process of appropriation (soul taking a form) involve a dual activity, that of taking and giving, of grasping and relinquishing, of acquiring, and detachment. 

...  In considering the process of appropriation, the following phrases should be studied, as they throw a light upon the various stages from different angles

(11 of these phrases are listed, No. 5 being - )

5.  Immersion into darkness.  This was the result of desire.  the darkness of ignorance was chosen, and man started, through desire, to work his way from darkness to light, from ignorance to knowledge from the unreal to the Real.  Such is the great symbolic work of Masonry.  It is an elucidation of the Way of Relinquishment.

E.P.2.  -  57  

(See also Pattern and Purpose for the full quotation)

d.  A radiance, or light, which will augment the Shekinah, the light which "ever shineth in the East."

SYMBOLISM: MOON E.A.   -   P.300
For the advanced initiate in this sign (Leo) and after the third initiation, Sirius becomes a major life factor.  He begins to respond to its vibration because he now RULES THE SUN AND MOON and is controlling those two planets, for that is what the Sun and Moon have become to him - simply planets to be ruled.

SYMBOLISM: NUMBERS  T.E.V.   -    P.162
I have said earlier that the intersecting energies in the etheric body of the planet are at this time a network of squares.  When the creative process is complete and evolution has done its work, these squares will become a network of triangles.  Necessarily this is a symbolic way of speaking.  

In the Book of Revelations which was dictated 1900 years ago, by the disciple who is now known as the Master Hilarion reference is made to the "city which stands four-square"  The etheric body of the planet was inherited from a former solar system with the purpose or intention in view of its transformation into a network of triangles in this solar system.  In the next solar system, in which the will of God works out, the etheric body will begin as a network of triangles  but this will be resolved into a network of interlinked circles or of linked rings, indicating the fulfilment of interlocking relationships.

L.O.M.              P. 228

Correspondences between 3, 4, 5, and 7.

THREE OR THREEFOLD -

Solar system, 

evolving jiva

aspects of the Logos

Monad

The spiritual Triad, the Ego,

Personality

worlds of human evolution

Persons of the Deity.

FOUR OR FOURFOLD --

Lipika Lords,

Maharajahs

lower man, the quaternary

FIVE OR FIVEFOLD -

planes of human evolution

senses

departments of the Mahachohan

kingdoms of nature


mineral


vegetable


animal


human


spiritual or superhuman

fifth principle of manas

SEVEN

colours 

rays or hierarchies

planes of manifestation

Kumaras

principles of man

centres

sacred planets,

chains, globes, rounds, rootraces and sub-races

initiations.

SYMBOLISM: PILLARS  R.O.T.C.   -       P. 126
Each age has left a reflection of a modern fivefold development upon it.  Four ages have just passed away, astronomically speaking:  Gemini, Taurus, Aries and Pisces.  Today Aquarius, the fifth age is coming into power.  In Gemini its symbolical sign of the two pillars set its seal upon the Masonic Fraternity of the time, and the two pillars of Jachin and Boaz - to give them their Jewish names which are of course not their real names - came into being approximately eighty thousand years ago.

E.A.   -   P.63

The Sun was in Gemini when this Approach was consummated by the founding of the Hierarchy upon the earth.  This is one of the great secrets which the Masonic rituals typify, for the symbol of the sign, Gemini is the source of the concept of the Two Pillars, so familiar to Masons.

SYMBOLISM: PICTORIAL SYMBOL OF MYSTERIES  R.O.T.C.    -          P. 128
You can see therefore, that initiation is not a ceremonial procedure, or an accolade, conferred upon a successful aspirant; neither is it a penetration into the Mysteries - of which the mysteries of Masonry are as yet, only the pictorial presentation - but is simply the result of experiencing "livingness" on all three levels of awareness (physical emotional and mental) - and through that livingness - bringing into activity those registering and those recording cells within the brain substance which have hitherto not been susceptible to the higher impression. ...  When the man becomes able to function in the new unfolding realms of light love and service, he is initiate.  these are the mysteries with which the Christ will deal.

SYMBOLISM: POINT IN THE CIRCLE   T.E.V.    -        (165)

The centres are in reality those "crossing points" of energies where the etheric body possesses seven triangles or transformed points.  From the angle of Shamballa the centres in a human being resemble a triangle with a point at the centre.

From the angle of the Hierarchy conditions are somewhat different.  You have the seven centres portrayed as lotuses, with varying numbers of petals; nevertheless there is always preserved and recognisably present a triangle at the very heart of the lotus; always there is the triangle with its communicating point, and to this we give the name, the "jewel in the lotus".  You have therefore the following symbolic presentation of the lotus, and you would do well to study it with care.

The personality of the man is conditioned by the circle which is

the emanating influence of the lotus, and an interplay is thereby set up.  The lotus itself is conditioned by the soul and in its turn conditions the sphere of influence in the aura of the lotus thus reaching into and conditioning the personality life.  The triangle is conditioned by the Spiritual Triad when the antahkarana is built or in the process of building, and in its turn first of all inspired or fires the soul and finally destroys it.  The dot at the centre is indicative of the Monadic life, first of all in its lowest expression of physical life and vitality, and finally as the point of sensitivity.  Therefore we have:  

1.
The point at the centre, indicative of the Monadic life

2.
The related energies of the egoic lotus conditioned by the


soul

3.
The sphere of radiation the emanating influence of the lotus conditioning the personality

4.
The triangle of energy  conditioned by the Spiritual Triad.

T.E.V.     -         P. 169

The Point at the Centre

This is the jewel in the lotus to use the ancient oriental appellation; it is the point of life by means of which the Monad anchors itself on the physical plane, and is the life principle therefore of all the transient vehicles.  This point of life contains within itself all possibilities, all potentialities, all experiences and all vibratory activities.  It embodies the will-to-be, the quality of magnetic attraction (commonly called love) and the active intelligence which will bring the livingness and the love into full expression.

This point at the centre is in reality ALL THAT IS and the other three aspects of life - as listed - are merely indications of its existence.  It is that which has the capacity to withdraw to its Source, or to impose upon itself layer upon layer of substance.

....  It is also that which the other three aspects shield, and which the seven principles (expressing themselves as vehicles) protect.  There are seven of these points or "jewels"  expressing the sevenfold nature of consciousness, and as they are brought one by one into living expression the seven sub-rays of the dominating monadic ray are also one by one made manifest, so that each initiate-disciple is (in due time) a Son of God in full and outer glory.

The time comes when the individual etheric body is submerged or lost to sight in the light emanating from these seven points and coloured by the light of the "jewel in the lotus" in the head, the thousand petalled lotus.  Each centre is then related by a live of living fire, and each is then in full divine expression.

SYMBOLISM: POINTS OF DIRECTION   T.W.M.    -            Page 546
I would like to give a short resume of some of the qualifications needed by the white magician and of some of the recognitions which will gradually emerge in his consciousness.

First he must recognise "the four that constitute the one".  In other words the first quaternary that he must know and know well is that which he is essentially himself:

1.  Physical body, emotional nature, mind and soul

2.  Soul mind brain and the outer world of forces

3.  Spirit soul and body within the greater Whole.

Second, he must recognise "the city that stands four square".  He must understand the meaning of "man, the cube" and this in four ways.

1.  Himself as a human being

2.  His fellow man in relation to himself and the Whole

3.  The fourth kingdom in nature, the human kingdom - viewing that entire kingdom as an entity, an organised life, functioning on the physical plane, indwelt by soul, and animated by spirit.

This means therefore, that as a man, he is responsive, to his kind, and is aware also of the purpose of the kingdom to which he belongs.  This can best be expressed in some wonderful words from an ancient writing in the Masters' Archives.  It is said to date back to early Atlantean times.  (Note:  the deletions below are deleted from the text by DK, not by me).

"At the four corners of the square, the four angelic......are seen.  Orange they are, but veiled in rosy light.  Within each form the yellow flame is seen and round each form the blue...

"Four words they utter forth, one for each human race, but not the sacred sound which bringeth forth, the seventh.  Two words have died away, four sound today.  One sounds in realms so high that man can enter not as man.  Thus are the seven words of man ringing around the square, passing from mouth to mouth.

"Each day of man the words take form and different seem.  In .... the words will be as follows:

From out the North, a word is chanted forth which means ...be pure.

From out the South the word peals out:  I dedicate and ....

From out the East bringing a light divine, the word comes swinging round the square:  Love all

From out the West,  answer is thrown back:  I serve.

This is a faint effort to express in English, these ancient Atlantean phrases, older than Sanskrit or Senzar, known only to a mere handful of the members of the present Hierarchy.

But in the thoughts of purity, dedication, love and service, are summed up the nature and the destiny of man, and it should be remembered that they do not stand for the so-called spiritual qualities, but for potent occult forces, dynamic in their incentive and creative in their result.  We have, consequently, with these four, added to the first one, spiritual attainment, five of the qualifications of the white magician.

D.I.N.A. - 2     -   P. 303

A key to the correct interpretation of a hint lies in its association with the idea of direction in time and space.  And, my brother, in the above sentence, I give you the hint which I have in mind for your consideration this year.  The word "direction" is the key to the evolutionary process, to the concept of light, to the secret of Masonry and to the motivating power behind manifestation.

SYMBOLISM: ROD OF INITIATION   T.E.V.     -        P. 162  
The symbolism of the Rod of Initiation teaches us that during the initiatory process, this Rod, directed by the Christ or by the Lord of the World as the case may be, is used to stabilise the higher ethers within the personality by an access of applied energy, which enables the initiate to retain that which is from above, in order that "as above, so below."

SYMBOLISM: SERPENTS (SEE KUNDALINI)

SYMBOLISM: SOLOMON'S SEAL  E.A.    -            P.389
I have here indicated to you the higher or spiritual aspect of King Solomon's seal.  When these six types of energy are fused and blended and so form one unity, you will then find emerging the Star of Christ.  This is one of the symbols of the sixth initiation, and is the inner correspondence of the star with which you are familiar.  (The six energies are Pisces, Capricorn Aquarius as one triangle with Pisces on the highest point; and Taurus Gemini and Aries, as the lower triangle,with Aries on the lowest point)  (diagram on P.390)

SYMBOLISM: SQUARES  T.E.V.    -       P.164
It is wise to have in mind that it is the mechanism which changes and this transformation of the square into the triangle has no reference whatsoever to the transmitted energies, or to the various centres, except in so far that it becomes far easier for the energies to flow through the triangular formation of the etheric body than it is to flow - as is now the case - through or around a square and a network of squares.

SYMBOLISM: STONE  E.P.2.   -  P. 57 (See also Pattern and Purpose - for the full quotation)
a.  A stone placed in the foundations, typical of the consecrated physical life.



(See  also  Mineral Kingdom and Masonry)

SYMBOLISM: SUN  E.A.   -   P.300
For the advanced initiate in this sign (Leo) and after the third initiation, Sirius becomes a major life factor.  He begins to respond to its vibration because he now RULES THE SUN AND MOON and is controlling those two planets, for that is what the Sun and Moon have become to him - simply planets to be ruled.

SYMBOLISM: SWORD  T.W.M.  (p.577-8)
“...the sword as a symbol stands for many things:

1.
The sharp two edged sword is the discriminative faculty which reaches


to the roots of the chela’s (disciple) being and separates the real and true


from the false and impermanent.  It is wielded by the ego (the Soul) from the 



 mental plane and is spoken of as the “Sword of cold blue steel”

2.
The sword of renunciation or THAT DOUBLE BLADED AXE which the


chela willingly applies to anything he considers as likely to hold him back


from his goal.  It is applied primarily to the things of the physical plane.

3.
The sword of Spirit is that weapon which in the hands of the disciple


cuts down before the eyes of the group he is serving, the obstacles which 


stand in the way of group progress.  It is only wielded safely by those who


have trained their arms to wield the other swords and in the hands of an


initiate is a most potent factor.  

The Old Commentary says:


“The steel is needed for the transmission of the fire.  When the force


of the inner man is coupled with the energy transmitted through the


chakras of the palms it passeth down the shining blade and blendeth


with the force of the One Who is the ALL.   Thus is the Plan consummated.”

SYMBOLISM: TEMPLES (IN GENERAL) E.P.2.   -        P.192

Members of other groups will be communicators between the third aspect of Deity as it expresses itself through the creative process and the world of human thought.  They will link or blend life and form creatively.  ...  They have a most difficult task and that is why it is only during the past 150 years that the science of world finance has made its appearance.  They deal with the divine aspect of money.  They will regard money as the means whereby divine purpose can be carried forward.

They will handle money as the agency through which the building forces of the universe can carry forward the work needed; and (herein lies the clue) those building forces which will increasingly be occupied with the building of the subjective Temple of the Lord rather than with the materialising of that which meets man's desire.  This distinction merits consideration.

E.P.2.    -         P.280 

These three Temples of the Mysteries  of which two are already existing and the third will later appear, are each of them related to one of the three divine aspects, and the energy of the three major rays pours through them.  

In the corresponding approaches upon the path of ascent  by humanity  it is the energy of the four minor Rays of Attribute which produce the power to make the needed approach.  Through the active work and the guidance of the "presiding guardians" of these temples, the fifth kingdom in nature will be brought into manifested being.  Over the Temple upon the mental plane, the Buddha presides and there will consummate His unfinished work.  Over the Temple upon the place of sentient feeling and loving aspiration, the Christ presides for this is the Temple of the most difficult initiatory processes.  The reason for this difficulty and for the importance of This Temple is due to the fact that our solar system is a system of love, of sentient response to the love of God, and of the development of that response through the innate faculty of feeling or sentiency.  This calls for the cooperation of a Son of God who will embody  two divine principles.

Later will come an Avatar who will achieve neither the full enlightenment of the Buddha nor the full expression of the Divine Love of the Christ, but Who will have a large measure of wisdom and of love, PLUS THAT "MATERIALISING POWER" WHICH WILL ENABLE HIM TO FOUND A DIVINE POWERHOUSE UPON THE PHYSICAL PLANE…..
His task is far more difficult because ...he carried the Will of God into manifestation and of that will we, as yet, know really nothing.  So difficult is His task that the new Group of World Servers is being trained to assist him.

All that the student can grasp is that the Plan will be the dynamic impulse of this third and vital energy which will pervade the outer court of the Temple, constituting a Temple of initiation upon the physical plane ... The first initiation will then take place upon earth.  It will no longer be a veiled secret.

The Holy Place is the place where the second initiation is enacted, and this will some day be given upon the astral plane ...Finally will come the initiation of the Transfiguration, wherein the light breaks forth, the Touch of Enlightenment is given and the soul and personality stand forth as one.  

This process requires also the aid of the Buddha and the inspiration of the Christ, and is "occultly guarded" by the Avatar of the physical plane.

SYMBOLISM: TEMPLE OF SOLOMON  L.O.M.   -  P. 32
The work of the Personality ...is first to beautify, build and expand the causal body, secondly to withdraw within it the life of the Personality, sucking the good out of the personal life and storing it in the body of the Ego.  ...  The specific gravity of the causal body fixes the moment of emancipation and marks the time when the work of beautifying and building is completed, when the Temple of Solomon is erected and when the weight (occultly understood) of the causal body measures up the standard looked for by the Hierarchy. ...  

The content of the causal body is the accumulation by slow and gradual process of the good in each life. 

The building proceeds slowly at first, but towards the end of incarnation - on the Probationary Path and on the Path of Initiation - the work proceeds rapidly.  The structure has been reared, and each stone quarried in the personal life.  On the Path, in each of its two divisions, the work of completing and beautifying the Temple proceeds with greater rapidity.

L.O.M.    -          P. 59

In the study of the Word on mental levels and its effect in form building, the key to the erection of Solomon's Temple will be discovered, and the pupil will develop the faculties of the causal body, and eventually find liberation from the three worlds.

L.O.M.   -      P. 210

The synthesis of all the colours, as aforesaid, is the synthetic ray of indigo.  This underlies all and absorbs all.  But in the three worlds of human evolution, the orange of flame irradiates all.  This orange emanates from the fifth plane, underlies the fifth principle and is the effect produced by the esoteric sounding of the occult words "Our God is a consuming Fire."  These words apply to the manasic principle, that fire of intelligence or reason, which the Lords of Flame imparted and which stimulates and guides the life of the active personality.

It is that light of reason which guides a man through the Hall of Learning on into the hall of Wisdom.  In the latter hall its limitations are discovered, and that structure which knowledge has built the causal body or the Temple of Solomon) is itself destroyed by the consuming fire.  This fire consumes the gorgeous prison house which man has erected through many incarnations and lets loose the life divine.  Then the two fires merge, mount upwards and are lost in the Triadal Light.

L.O.M.     -   P.261      

A Master of the Wisdom is He Who has resolved Himself from the five into the three and from the three into the two.  he has become the five-pointed star, and when that moment is reached He sees that star flash out above the One Initiator and recognises it in those of equal place to His.  He has sanctified (in the occult sense) the Quaternary, has used it as the foundation stone upon which to erect the Temple of Solomon.  He has grown beyond that Temple itself, and has come to recognise it as limitation.

T.C.F.   -          P.883

At the first, the second and the third Initiation, one of the three petals opens up, permitting an ever freer display of the central electric point.  At the fourth Initiation, the jewel being completely revealed, through its blazing light, its intense radiatory heat, and its terrific outflow of force, produces the disintegration of the surrounding form, the shattering of the causal body, the destruction of the Temple of Solomon and the dissolution of the lotus flower.  

T.C.F.   -        P.946

Yet withal, no man is ever put into circumstances which are insurmountable, once he has reached a point where he has intelligently put himself on the side of evolution, or of God.  Prior to that he may, and will be driven by the gales of circumstance; the press of group and racial karma will force him into situations necessary for the process of awakening him to his own innate possibilities.  Once he becomes the conscious builder himself, seeking to control the forces and builders of his lower nature  and to construct the Temple of Solomon, then he is no longer subject to the earlier conditions.  He becomes a ruler, a builder and a transmitter, until the time comes when he is one with the solar Angels and the work of human evolution is accomplished.

T.C.F.   -       P.175

The first period is by far the longest, and covers the vast progression of the centuries wherein the activity aspect of the threefold self is being developed. ....  We must not forget that for the sake of clarity, we are here differentiating between the different aspects, and considering their separate development, a thing permissible in time and space, but not permissible from the standpoint of the Eternal Now, and from the Unity of the All-Self.

The Vishnu or the Love-Wisdom aspect is latent in the Self, and is part of the monadic content, but the Brahma aspect, the Activity-Intelligence aspect precedes its manifestation in time.  The Tabernacle in the Wilderness preceded the building of the Temple of Solomon; the kernel of wheat has to lie in the darkness of Mother Earth before the golden perfected ear can be seen, and the Lotus has to cast its roots down into the mud before the beauty of the blossom can be produced.

T.C.F.   -       P.1110

It should here be remembered that in considering the causal body, we are dealing specifically with the vehicle of manifestation of a solar Angel, who is its informing life, and who is in process of constructing it, of perfecting it and enlarging it, and thus reflecting on a tiny scale the work of the Logos on His own plane.  Each part of the causal body is actuated by a type of force emanating from some one or other great centre, and it might be of interest, therefore, it we consider the component parts of this "Temple of the Soul" if we studied the type of animating activity and arrived at a knowledge of the forces playing upon it and through it.

SYMBOLISM: TRACING BOARD  E.P.2    -        P.55
Pattern - the Tracing Board

Patterns are in the last analysis, only those types of energy which are struggling to emerge into material expression and which eventually subordinate the more superficial and obvious energies to their newer imposed rhythms.  Thus they produce the changed types, new forms, and different notes, tones and appearances.  These patterns are literally the divine ideas, as they emerge and take mental form.

It might here be thought that these patterns .... produce the conditioning here discussed.  Literally and curiously this is not so.  Conditioning concerns the response, innate and inherent of matter or substance, to the pattern.  It might be said that the pattern evokes and awakens response, but that the conditioning of the resultant activity is determined by the quality of the response apparatus.  It is inherent in the substance itself.

E.P.2    -      P.57 

It must never be forgotten that evolution is the story of the evolution of consciousness, and not of form. .... Consciousness is literally the reaction of active intelligence to the pattern.  Today it is as if we were responding consciously and with increasingly intelligent purpose to the design as laid down by the Master Builder upon the Tracing Board.

As yet we do not and cannot enter into that Cosmic Mind, and vibrate in conscious unison with the Divine Idea nor grasp the Plan as it is sensed and seen by the Cosmic Thinker.  We have to work with  the design, with the pattern.

Someday the model will be discarded, the pattern will be seen as it really is, and the worker (the soul) will then begin to build consciously the Temple of the Lord out of the conditioned and prepared material which for long ages, it has been preparing in the quarry of the form life, the personal life.

Here therefore, are indicated two crises in the subjective life of the soul:

1.  the crisis wherein the soul, blinded, limited and handicapped by form, begins to work in the quarry of experience, far from its own country, with inadequate tools, and in complete temporary self-imposed ignorance of the design or pattern.

2.  The crisis which comes very much later in the soul's experience, wherein the soul knows more clearly the design, and in which much material has been prepared.  The soul is no longer blind, and can now work in collaboration with other souls in the preparation of the material for the final Temple of the Lord.  The soul, incarnate in human form, places in that Temple his particular contribution to the whole, which might be stated symbolically to be -

a.  A stone placed in the foundations, typical of the consecrated physical life.

b.  A column in the Temple itself, typical of the desire or aspirational life.

c.  A design on the tracing board, which coincides with the Great Pattern or Design, and which is that fragment of that design, which the individual had to supply and in search of which he went forth.

d.  A radiance, or light, which will augment the Shekinah, the light which "ever shineth in the East."

SYMBOLISM: TRIANGLE T.E.V.    -        P. 165

The centres are in reality those "crossing points" of energies where the etheric body possesses seven triangles or transformed points.  From the angle of Shamballa the centres in a human being resemble a triangle with a point at the centre.

From the angle of the Hierarchy conditions are somewhat different.  You have the seven centres portrayed as lotuses, with varying numbers of petals; nevertheless there is always preserved and recognisably present a triangle at the very heart of the lotus; always there is the triangle with its communicating point, and to this we give the name, the "jewel in the lotus".  You have therefore the following symbolic presentation of the lotus, and you would do well to study it with care.

The personality of the man is conditioned by the circle which is

the emanating influence of the lotus, and an interplay is thereby set up.  The lotus itself is conditioned by the soul and in its turn conditions the sphere of influence in the aura of the lotus thus reaching into and conditioning the personality life.  The triangle is conditioned by the Spiritual Triad when the antahkarana is built or in the process of building, and in its turn first of all inspired or fires the soul and finally destroys it.  The dot at the centre is indicative of the Monadic life, first of all in its lowest expression of physical life and vitality, and finally as the point of sensitivity.  Therefore we have:  

1.
The point at the centre, indicative of the Monadic life

2.
The related energies of the egoic lotus conditioned by the


soul

3.
The sphere of radiation the emanating influence of the lotus conditioning the personality

4.
The triangle of energy  conditioned by the Spiritual Triad.

SYMBOLISM: USE OF SYMBOLS IN AWAKENING INTUITION G.W.P.   -       P 6 - 9
The Mode of awakening the Intuition

There are many ways in which the intuition can be drawn into activity, and one of the most useful and potent is the study and interpretation of symbols.

Symbols are the outer and visible forms of the inner spiritual realities, and when facility in discovering the reality behind any specific form has been gained, that very fact will indicate the awakening of the intuition.  

(there follows for several pages, description, and exercises on the study of symbols).

This study rightly undertaken would lead to the unfoldment of the intuition, with its consequent manifestation on the physical plane as illumination, understanding and love.

T.C.F.   -      P.97-98-99 also P.175

THE RECEIVER OF PRANA

The etheric body may therefore be described as negative or receptive in respect to the rays of the sun and as positive and expulsive to the dense physical body. ....  The main centre for reception of prana is a centre between the shoulder blades.  Another has been allowed to become partially dormant, and is situated slightly above the solar plexus.  The third centre is the spleen.

These three centres form a radiant etheric triangle.  ,,,  The process of assimilation is carried on in this triangle, and the prana which enters into either centre, circulates three times around the triangle before being transmitted to all parts of the etheric vehicle, and thence to the dense physical body.

THIRD DEGREE

R.A.I.   -       P.76

It must be remembered that the Science of Invocation and Evocation is a reciprocal effort.  Humanity could not be invocative were it not that the Spiritual Hierarchy is evoking the spirit of man.  ...   Man's responsibility however, is to invoke at this time (1943) the Lords of Liberation and the Spirit of Peace.  These are the Beings which have the power to raise humanity, once the race of men has assumed the right attitude.  They correspond to the group, in the third degree of Masonry who raise the Master

E.H.    -        Page 363-4

In connection with the work of the healer with patients at the gate of death, he may experience a sense of futility.  Is it possible to know just what he can do?  Should he continue his effort to help the newly freed soul to go forward into the light?

In spite of desire to aid the departing one, there seems naught to do but to step aside with a sense of utter futility, whilst the loved one passes through the gate which leads to what, my brother?

We can go up to the gates, but it seems as yet that we can go no further.  ....

There is little I can say as we wait, for the coming revelation.  That is inevitable and sure, and such questions will not be raised two hundred years hence.  

This great truth and its guarantee is held steadily before us in the history of the "glorious resurrection of the Christ" and His after-death appearance and in the powerful but little understood ritual of the sublime degree in Masonry, wherein the Master is raised.

E.P.2.     -        P.180

It is for this end (united activity to raise the dead body of humanity)  that the teaching anent the new Group of World Servers was given our broadcast.  This is the first attempt to form a group which would work as a group and attempt a world task.  They can act as an intermediate group between the world of men and the Hierarchy.  They stand between what is occult called the "dead Master" and the "living Masters".  Masons will understand what is here described.  The true esotericist will also see the same truth from another angle.

THIRD DEGREE LEGEND E.P. 1.            P.394
The legend of the third degree.

Within the radius of power and life which is the expression of the fourth kingdom in nature, the human, there was to be found a correspondence to that "assumption of independence" and to that "breaking away" which characterised the major grouping.

Back in Lemurian times, a group of men of high development, from the point of view of that time, and numbered among the then disciples of the world, took issue with the Planetary Hierarchy and broke away from the "law of initiates".  

It was a time wherein the emphasis of the teaching was upon the material side of life and where the focus of attention was upon the physical nature and its control.  The Old Commentary  expresses what happened in the following terms, and as you read the measured cadences of that ancient script, it would be wise to try and realise that the phrases are referring to that group of disciples who were the early founders of the present Jewish race:

"The Law went forth from the inner group which guided the destinies of men:  Detach yourselves.  Withdraw within yourselves the power to hold and gain and get.  The sons of God, who train themselves to leave the world of men and enter into light, they ever travel free.  They hold not what they have.  Release yourselves, and enter through the gates of Peace.

"Some of the sons of God, waiting outside those gates, ready to enter when the Word went forth to roll the gates aside, where laden with the treasure of the earth.  They brought their gifts as offering to the Lord of life, who needed not their gifts.  The sought to enter through those gates, not with a selfish end in view, but to present the garnered treasures of the world, and thus shew their love.

"Again the Word went forth:  Leave all behind and pass beyond the portal, laden with naught of earth.  They waited and discussed.  The rest of those who were prepared entered into light and passed between the pillars of the gate; they left behind the loads they brought and entered free, and were accepted, carrying naught.

"Because they travelled as a group, and as a group progressed and grasped, the group responded to the divine command and halted.  There they waited, standing before the portal of the Path, grasping the garnered treasures of a thousand cycles.  Naught did they wish to leave behind.  They had laboured for the riches which they held.  They loved their God, and Him they sought to dower with the fullest measure of the riches they had gained.  They loved not discipline.

"Again the Word went forth:  Drop on the ground all that you hold and enter free.

"But three revolted from that stern command.  The rest obeyed.  They passed within the gates leaving the three outside.  Many were raised unto the heights of joy.  The three remained without the gates, holding their treasure firm."

In this ancient writing, older than any of the scriptures of the world, is to be found the secret of the Masonic story, and of the slaying of the Master by the three most closely associated with Him in His death and burial.  Masons will all recognise the three to whom I here refer.  These three were the founders of the modern Jewish race.    They were three advanced disciples who resented the command to enter free and untrammelled the place where light is to be found.  They sought to hold that which they had gathered and to dedicate it to the service of God.  Their unrecognised motive was love of riches and a desire to hold save their gains.  

Ancient tradition, as taught by the teachers of the past, tells us that...

"They turned their faces towards the gates of earth.  Their friends went on ...  They stayed behind ...  The  Masters met in conclave and decided what should be the fate of those who, having reached the Gates of Light, loved the possessions of the world more than they loved the service of the light.  Again the Word went forth to the revolting three, who waited still without the gates:

"Hold what you have and gather more, but know no peace.  Garner the fruits of mind, and seek your power in wide possessions, but have no sure abiding place.

Within yourselves, because you are disciples of the Lord, you shall have no share in peace, no sure and certain knowledge of success, nor power to hold your gains.

"Always shall there be the knowledge dim of Him Who watches over all.  Always the urge to gather and amass.  Never the time to hold and to enjoy.  Pass on therefore until the time shall come, and again, you stand before the Gates of Light, this time with empty hands.  Then enter, free, accepted by the Servants of the Lord and know forever, peace.

The ancient legend tells us that the three went forth in sorrow and revolt, laden with their treasures, and thus the history of the wandering Jew began.

Curiously enough, this ancient race, founded by the three who loved that which they had to offer more than that which they longed to take, were the originators of the Masonic tradition.  Their history (and incidentally the history of humanity) is embodied in that dramatic ritual.  The reward for their sincerity - for they revolted in utter sincerity, believing they knew best - was the permission to enact each year, on the return of the day when they might have entered into light, the story of the search for Light.

Because they had been so nearly resurrected from the death of earth into the life of light, the great tradition of the mysteries was started by them.  They chose death and slew that which "had lived and which could have claimed reward" and which could have spoken the word of power which would have caused the gates of resurrection to open wide. 

WORDS AND TEMPLE OF SOLOMON  L.O.M.    -          P.  59
In the study of the Word on mental levels and its effect in form building, the key to the erection of Solomon's Temple will be discovered, and the pupil will develop the faculties of the causal body, and eventually find liberation from the three worlds.

WORK ON FLOOR OF LODGE E.P.2.    -        P.49
The two cycles of Egoic Appropriation.

1.  As the ego or soul appropriates to itself a sheath for expression and experience, points of crisis will inevitably occur:-

(a)
The work of passing on to a particular plane for purposes of incarnation is one such point.  This concerns the passing down to a lower plane or from a lower plane onto a higher.   Indications of the importance and the crucial nature of such transition can be seen in certain formulas which are used when passing from one degree in Masonry to another, as in raising a Lodge from a lower to a higher degree.

E.P.2.    -         P.279

Thus two great stations of energy and two major powerhouse of light have been established by these two Sons of God (Christ and the Buddha) and the descent of the divine life into manifestation has been greatly facilitated.  The Way is now open so that the ascent of the sons of men can become entirely possible.  It is around these two ideas of divine descent and human corresponding ascent that the coming new religion must be built.

...

From one point of view, these two centres of force (the Buddha on the mental plane, and the Christ on the astral plane - from the preceding text) constitute the Temples of Initiation through which all disciples have to pass.  This passing is the theme of the coming new religion. 

Mankind has entered into the Temples at the great Cosmic Approach of Appropriation in Lemurian times.  Certain of the more advanced sons of men were passed in Atlantean times, and still more will be passed in the immediate future, whilst a fair number will also be raised to immortality.  

I am not here speaking of the so-called five major initiations, but of certain group events, which are predominantly cosmic in nature.  The major initiations are individual in nature, and constitute, as it were, a preparatory period of expansions of consciousness.  

There were, if I might so express it, seven steps or approaches on the part of the life of God in the subhuman kingdoms, prior to the Approach of  Appropriation when humanity individualised.  

There are, as we know five initiations ahead of the world disciples and these are steps towards the Approach of acquiescence which will become possible on our planet before long.

There are - after these seven and five steps - three more to be taken before the cosmic Approach to Enlightenment can take place in a far distant future.  So Humanity enters into the outer Court of God's love, passes into the Holy Place and is raised in the Secret Place of the Most High.

Masonic Tradition (hpb)
Isis Unveiled Volume 1

IU1- 29-30 - masonic symbolism : Delta of Enoch, Knights, nine arches, RSW - 333/666, pass on, etc.+

IU1- 38 - universal freemasonry

IU1- 571-2 - missing keystone in ancient ruins - solution in Masonic manuals; Enoch - 9 vaults; Methuselah, Canaan

IU1- 579 - birth of Enoch - appropriated first parent of modern freemasonry

IU1- 580 - Lost Word - search among the hierophants of Tartary, China and Tibet

Isis Unveiled Volume 2

IU2- 90-1 - master builder, Master Mason

IU2- 99-100 - Masonic "masters word"; penalties etc; 3rd degree and 2nd degree; 1st degree - tongue torn out by roots - in west and east

IU2- 138 - Master Masons raised by strong grip of lion's paw

IU2- 194 - serpent - Templar's degree in Masonry

IU2- 215 - fn. - three pillars of Masonry

IU2- 232 - Jakin and Boaz

IU2- 291-307 - freemasonic connections with old sects like Nazarenes etc

IU2- 324 - freemasonry of Jesus' day

IU2- 330 - Masonic grips

IU2- 348 - Masonic quote from lodge procedure

IU2- 348-98 - Jesuitry and Masonry

IU2- 349 - masonic commandments; lost word

IU2- 349 - Freemasonry - modern - born June 24, 1717  London

IU2- 351 - Book of Job and Revelation - allegorical narrative of mysteries of initiation no high mason can fail to see it

IU2- 352-3 - Jesuits are a secret body - close relation to masonry; were driven out of Portugal in 1578, France in 1594, Venice in 1606, Naples in 1622, St Petersburg 1815, Russia 1820; Jesuits have done more moral harm than the "fiendish armies of Satan"

IU2- 371 - Royal Arch, Master Mason

IU2- 371-2 - Templars of 1314, Masons

IU2- 373-404 - in depth Masonic refs.

IU2- 376 - Masonry in ancient Greece

IU2- 377 - Albert Pike

IU2- 381-6 - Knights Templar founded in 1118; Nazarene

IU2- 383 - masons persecuted in Malta 1741AD

IU2- 385 - pseudo Templars - Jesuits

IU2- 401 - Jacob, Esau - left and right pillars

Secret Doctrine Volume 1  

SD1- 146 - fn1&2 -  Symbolism of Rosecroix - 18th degree - Pelican and 7 young ones

SD1- 161 - "One rejected" is sun of solar system (Masonic ref)

SD1- 172 - numbers 3, 5, 7 of masonry - mystical numbers

Secret Doctrine Volume 2

SD2- 25 - inch - two foot rule of 24 inches - basis of Egyptian and Hebrew science

SD2- 26 - King Solomon's temple never had a real existence - symbol of cycle of initiation (Causal body) ; King Solomon a myth, as was Hiram Abif.

Secret Doctrine Volume 3

SD3- 86 - Mount  Sinai - grand monument and landmark of the exact period of the lunar year and month by which this cycle of 19 tropical years (235 revolutions of the Moon) could be calculated - spiritually vitalising cycle

SD3- 108 - swastika - Divine Hammer - now degraded into Mason's gavel

SD3- 109 - Vishvakarman - Divine Artist and Carpenter (one of 7 rishis/Rays - 2nd or 3rd)

SD3- 177 - this Round began with Astral Man the reflection of the Dhyan Chohans, called the "Builders"

SD3- 223-4 - one of 7 cradles of civilisation (Gobi) - Sacred Island

- last remnant were the Sons of Will and Yoga (Third Race), who , with a few tribes, survived the great cataclysm - preceded 4th and 5th Races.

- could live with equal ease in water, air or fire. They were the  real Elohim - revealed "Lost Word"
SD3- 344 - fn2 - Cyclopes were Builders, Initiators - initiating Pelasgians - foundation for first true Masonry
Secret Doctrine Volume 4

SD4- 29 - Boaz - Solomon's Temple - woman

SD4- 99 - two pillars of stone - Enoch

SD4- 100 -- white oriental Porphyry stone; Masoretic points

SD4- 136 - “I baptize you with water, but . . . .  he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire,” says John of Jesus (Matt. iii. 2); meaning this esoterically.  The real significance of this statement is very profound.  It means that he, John, a non-initiated ascetic, can impart to his disciples no greater wisdom than the mysteries connected with the plane of matter (water being a symbol of it) .  His gnosis was that of exoteric and ritualistic dogma, of dead-letter orthodoxy;† while the wisdom which Jesus, an Initiate of the higher mysteries, would reveal to them, was of a higher character, for it was the “FIRE” Wisdom of the true gnosis or the real spiritual enlightenment.  One was FIRE, the other the SMOKE.  For Moses, the fire on Mount Sinai, and the spiritual wisdom imparted; for the multitudes of the “people” below, for the profane, Mount Sinai in (through) smoke, i.e., the exoteric husks of orthodox or sectarian ritualism.
SD4- 146 -- Masonic society of the Trinosophists - studied three sciences -- an improvement on the ordinary three Masonic degrees.  


Mineral kingdom -- Tubal-Cain (Vulcan).   


Vegetable kingdom -- Shibboleth -- the generation of bodies.  (Letter "G").


Animal kingdom -- Mac-benah - Son of Putrefaction. Master Masons.

SD4- 152 - Jewish involvement - " grip of the lion's paw" masonic handshake -- two hands/ten fingers.

SD4- 172 -- the cube unfolded is the subject of a theosophic degree in the Rosy Cross.

SD4- 273 - St Paul an initiate - a Master Builder (3rd degree)

SD4- 301 - "Limiting the teaching strictly to this, our earth, it may be shown that, as the ethereal forms of the first Men are first projected on seven zones by seven Dhyan-Chohanic centres of Force, so there are centres of creative power for every ROOT or parent species of the host of forms of vegetable and animal life.  This is, again, no “special creation,” nor is there any “Design,” except in the general “ground-plan” worked out by the universal law.  But there are certainly “designers,” though these are neither omnipotent nor omniscient in the absolute sense of the term.  They are simply Builders, or Masons, working under the impulse given them by the ever-to-be-unknown (on our plane) Master Mason—the ONE LIFE and Law.  Belonging to this sphere, they have no hand in, or possibility of working on any other, during the present Manvantara, at any rate.  That they work in cycles and on a strictly geometrical and mathematical scale of progression, is what the extinct animal species amply demonstrate; that they act by design in the details of minor lives (of side animal issues, etc.) is what natural history has sufficient evidence for." 

SD4- 363-4 - "In his “Franc-maçonnerie Occulte,” rightly or wrongly, Ragon, an illustrious and learned Belgian Mason, reproaches the English Masons with having materialized and dishonoured Masonry, once based upon the Ancient Mysteries, by adopting, owing to a mistaken notion of the origin of the craft, the name of Free Masonry and Free Masons.  The mistake is due, he says, to those who connect Masonry with the building of Solomon’s Temple, deriving its origin from it.  He derides the idea, and says:  .  .  .  “The Franc Mason (which is not maçon libre, or free masonry) knew well when adopting the title, that it was no question of building a wall, but that of being initiated into the ancient Mysteries veiled under the name of Francmaçonnerie (Freemasonry); that his work was only to be the continuation or the renovation of the ancient mysteries, and that he was to become a mason after the manner of Apollo or Amphion.  And do not we know that the ancient initiated poets, when speaking of the foundation of a city, meant thereby the establishment of a doctrine?  Thus Neptune, the god of reasoning, and Apollo, the god of the hidden things, presented themselves as masons before Laomedon, Priam’s father, to help him to build the city of Troy—that is to say, to establish the Trojan religion.” (Maçonnerie Orthodoxe, p. 44.)

Such veiled sentences with double meaning abound in ancient classical writers.  Therefore, had an attempt been made to show that, e.g., Laomedon was the founder of a branch of archaic mysteries in which the earth-bound material soul (the fourth principle), was personified in Menelaus’ faithless wife (the fair Helen), if Ragon had not come to corroborate what we asserted, we might be told that no classical author speaks of it, and that Homer shows Laomedon building a city, not an esoteric worship or MYSTERIES! And who are those left now, save a few Initiates, who understand the language and correct meaning of such symbolical terms?

Secret Doctrine Volume 5

SD5- 69 - fn.3 -- Masonic thinking like Albert Pike -- need to embrace "creative principle" after grand orient.

SD5- 90 -- Masonry is the substance of the Kabalah -- sublime science -- Masonic inch.

SD5- 110-12 - Skinner -- mathematician and Mason

SD5- 117 -- famous Mason Ragon

SD5- 120 -- Jakin and Boaz -- bound by the will of the adept

SD5- 136-8 - St Paul -- founder of present Christianity.   And initiate -- brave, honest, sincere man. Nazar - sacrificed hair on the altar of initiation. A wise Master builder -- revelation -- Master Mason derived from Greek word

SD5- 142-- resemblance between king Hiarchas and Hiram

SD5- 175 - substance of Kabbalah is that upon which Masonry is built

SD5- 182 -- fn.2 -- masons would never claimed the actual existence of Solomon

SD5- 194 -- Masonry and Kabalah -- Hiram Abif

SD5- 261 - " let us unite to resist" -- first masons.  See fn.2

SD5- 272-3 - Sun is Hiram - astronomical allegory; summer solstice, zodiac; Vulcan? -Hiram founder of metals; (zodiac signs symbology) 


- three murderers typify the three last months of the year after summer solstice (Virgo, Libra, Scorpio)


- twenty-four inch rule = twenty-four hours


- iron square = the last season


- mallet = the year 

SD5- 274 - whole drama of the cycle of life -- of progressive incarnations

SD5- 284 - Sun symbolism in masonry : WM = the Sun; SW = setting Sun; JW = Sun at its Meridian. Free Masonry derived her rites from the East

SD5- 286 - (Leo) - arch of heaven - Lion of Judah; Scorpio, Hades (Pluto) - initiation XE "initiation" 
SD5- 296 - Ragon - Masonic writer -- in touch with Orientalists in Syria and Egypt -- one was a Kopt (H ?)
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