Continuity of Consciousness: A Compilation
***
Before considering these two methods let us attempt to define education, to express to ourselves its
goal and so clarify our ideas as to the objectives ahead of all our endeavor.


This is no easy thing to do. Viewed from its most uninteresting aspect, education can briefly be
defined as the imparting of knowledge to a student, and usually to an unwilling student, who receives a
mass of information that does not interest him in the least. A note of dryness and of aridity is struck;
we feel that this presentation deals primarily with memory training, with the impartation of so-called
facts, and with giving the student a little information on a vast number of unrelated subjects. The literal
meaning of the word, however, is "to lead out of," or "to draw out," and this is most instructive. The
thought latent in this idea is that we should draw out the inherent instincts and potentialities of the child
in order to lead him out of one state of consciousness into another and wider one. In this way we lead
children, for instance, who are simply conscious of being alive, into a state of self-consciousness; they
become aware of themselves and of their group relationships; they are taught to develop powers and
capacities, especially through vocational training, in order that they may be economically independent,
and thus self-supporting members of society. We exploit their instinct of self-preservation in order to
lead them on along the path of knowledge. Could it be said that we begin with the utilization of their
instinctive apparatus to lead them on to the way of the intellect? Perhaps this may be true, but I
question whether, having brought them thus far we carry on the good work and teach them the real
meaning of intellection as a training whereby the intuition is released. We teach them to utilize their
instincts and intellect as part of the apparatus of self-preservation in the external world of human
affairs, but the use of pure reason and the eventual control of the mind by the intuition in the work of
self-preservation and of Continuity of consciousness in the subjective and real worlds, is as yet but the
privileged knowledge of a few pioneers.

*
The final thing I seek to bring out to-night is that the goal for each one of us is the development of the
powers of the soul, or of the psyche. This means that you and I are going to be psychics. But I am not
using this word "psychic" as it is usually understood, nor in its every-day connotation. The psyche is,
literally, the soul within, or the higher self, who emerges from out of the threefold lower self, as the
butterfly emerges out of the chrysalis; it is that beautiful reality, which we are going to produce as the
result of our life, or lives, down here. The true psychic powers are those which put us in contact with
the group. The powers of the physical body, which we use every day, put us in contact with
individuals, but when we have developed the powers of the soul, and have unfolded its potentialities,
we shall be true psychics. Now what are those powers? All I can do to-night is to enumerate a few out
of the many.

One is the conscious control of matter. The majority of us control our physical bodies consciously,
making them carry out our behests upon the physical plane. Some of us control our emotions
consciously, but very few of us can control the mind. Most of us are controlled by our desires, and by
our thoughts. But the time is coming when we shall consciously control our threefold lower nature.
Time will then not exist for us at all. We shall have that continuity of consciousness upon the three
planes of being—physical, emotional, and mental—which will enable us to live as does the Logos, in
that very metaphysical abstraction, the Eternal Now.

*

As time progresses and before the close of the next century death will be finally seen to be non-existent
in the sense in which it is now understood. Continuity of consciousness will be so widely developed
and so many of the highest types of men will function simultaneously in the two worlds that the old
fear will go and the intercourse between the astral plane and the physical plane will be so firmly
established and so scientifically controlled that the work of the trance mediums will rightly and
mercifully come to an end.

*

When I speak of the plan I do not mean such a general one as the plan of evolution or the plan for humanity which we call by the somewhat unmeaning term of soul unfoldment. These two aspects of the scheme for our planet are taken for granted, and are but modes, processes and means to a specific end. The plan as at present sensed, and for which the Masters are steadily working, might be defined as follows:—It is the production of a subjective synthesis in humanity and of a telepathic interplay which will eventually annihilate time. It will make available to every man all past achievements and knowledge, it will reveal to man the true significance of his mind and brain and make him the master of that equipment and will make him therefore omnipresent and eventually open the door to omniscience. This next development of the plan will produce in man an understanding —intelligent and cooperative—of the divine purpose for which the One in Whom we live and move and have our being has deemed it wise to submit to incarnation. Think not that I can tell of the plan as it truly is. It is not possible for any man, below the grade of initiate of the third degree, to glimpse it and far less understand it. The development of the mechanism whereby a disciple may be en rapport with Those responsible for the working out of the plans, and the capacity to know (and not just dimly sense) that tiny aspect of the whole which is the immediate step ahead and with which cooperation is possible, that can be achieved by all disciples and should be held as the goal before all aspirants. With the exception of probationary disciples who are not as yet sufficiently stable in their endeavor, all can therefore strive towards achieving continuity of consciousness and at awakening that inner light which, when seen and intelligently used, will serve to reveal other aspects of the Plan and specially that one to which the illumined knower can respond and usefully serve.

*

About the year 1400, the Hierarchy of Masters was faced with a difficult situation. As far as the work of the second ray was concerned (which had to do with the impartation of spiritual truth) there had come to be what I might call a complete exteriorization of that truth. The activity of the first ray had also brought about an intense differentiation and crystallization among the nations and governments of the world. These two conditions of concrete orthodoxy and political differences persisted for many generations and are still manifesting. Today we have a similar condition both in the world of religion and in that of politics. This is true whether one is considering India or America, China or Germany, or whether one is studying the history of Buddhism with its many sects, Protestantism with its myriads of warring groups, or the many schools of philosophy in the orient or the occident. The condition is widespread, and the public consciousness tremendously diversified, but this state of affairs marks the summation of the period of separativeness and the end, before so many centuries, of this intense distinctiveness of thought.
After noting and watching this trend of affairs for another one hundred years, the Elder Brothers of the
race called a conclave of all departments about the year 1500 A.D. Their object was to determine how
the urge to integration, which is essentially the keynote of our universal order, could be hastened, and
what steps could be taken to produce that synthesis and unification in the world of thought which
would make possible the manifestation of the purpose of the divine life which had brought all into
being. When the world of thought is unified, then the outer world will fall into a synthetic order. It
should be remembered here that the Masters think in large terms and work in the wider cycles of
evolutionary endeavor. The tiny and temporary cycles, the small ebb and flow of the cosmic
processes do not engage Their attention in the first instance.


At this conclave They had three things to do:

1. To view the divine plan on as large a scale as possible, and refresh Their minds with the vision.

2. To note what influences or energies were available for use in the large endeavor to which They
were pledged.

3. To train the men and women who were then probationers, chelas and initiates so that in due time
They could have a satisfactory band of assistants on whom They could in future centuries rely.

They had, in connection with these aspirants, two problems:

1. They had to deal with the failure on the part of even the most advanced disciples to preserve
continuity of consciousness, a failure even now manifested by even initiates.

2. The Masters found the minds and brains of chelas curiously insensitive to the higher contacts, and
this again is a condition which still prevails. The chelas, then as now, possessed aspiration, a desire to
serve humanity, devotion and occasionally a fair mental equipment, but that telepathic sensitivity, that
instinctive response to hierarchical vibration, and that freedom from the lower psychism which are the
needed prerequisites to intensive intelligent work were singularly lacking. For that matter, they are still
distressingly so. Telepathic sensitivity is decidedly on the increase as a result of world conditions and
the evolutionary trend, and this is (for the workers on the inner plane) a most encouraging sign, but
love of psychic phenomena and failure to differentiate between the vibrations of the various grades of
hierarchical workers still greatly hinder the work.
 
*
The second requirement which will establish relation between the working disciples in this group is the
capacity to preserve a constant and sequential recollection of both the inner and the outer life. We call
it continuity of consciousness, and by this we mean the power to be fully aware of all happenings in all
spheres and departments of man's being during the entire twenty-four hours of the day. As yet this is
far from being the case. There is no real awareness of existence during the hours of sleep. The dream
life as related is as full of illusion as any of the more definitely lower psychic experiences. The slowly
growing interest in dreams from the standpoint of psychology and the investigation of their probable
source are the first weak attempts towards establishing the awareness on a really scientific basis. There
is as yet no conscious registering of mental activity during such times, for instance, as when the
emotional body holds the center of the stage. With what is the mind occupied during a long period of
emotional upset? It has, we know, its own life and its laws. Again, what are the activities of the soul
when the development of consciousness will have reached the stage where there will be a sentient
reaction in all the departments of man's nature and all of it recorded by the brain? Already men are
aware both of physical plane activity and emotional aliveness simultaneously. That is for the majority
a common and ordinary condition. Where two activities can be registered at once, why not three or
even four? Such is the future ahead for the race, and the disciples, actively employed, will be the first
to express and demonstrate this extended consciousness.

*
In the case of highly developed human beings we often find a sense of pre-vision as to the death period;
this is incident upon egoic contact and awareness of the wishes of the ego. It involves sometimes a
knowledge of the very day of death, coupled to a preservation of self-determination up to the final
moment of withdrawal. In the case of initiates there is much more than this. There is an intelligent
understanding of the laws of abstraction and this enables the one who is making the transition to
withdraw consciously and in full waking awareness out of the physical body and so to function on the
astral plane. This involves the preservation of continuity of consciousness so that no hiatus occurs
between the sense of awareness on the physical plane and that of the after death state. The man knows
himself to be as he was before, though without an apparatus whereby he can contact the physical plane.
He remains aware of the states of feeling and of the thoughts of those he loves, though he cannot
perceive or contact the dense physical vehicle. He can communicate with them on the astral plane or
telepathically through the mind if they and he are en rapport, but communication that involves the use
of the five physical senses of perception lies necessarily out of his reach. It is useful to remember,
however, that astrally and mentally the interplay can be closer and more sensitive than ever before for
he is freed of the handicap of the physical body. Two things, however, militate against this interplay:
one is the grief and violent emotional upset of those left behind and, in the case of the average human
being, the other is the man's own ignorance and bewilderment as he stands faced by what are to him
new conditions, though they are really old conditions, if he could but realize it. Once men have lost the
fear of death and have established an understanding of the after-death world which is not based on
hallucination and hysteria or on the conclusions (oft unintelligent) of the average medium, who speaks
under the control of his own thought-form (built by himself and the circle of sitters), we shall have the
process of death properly controlled. The condition of those left behind will be carefully handled so
that there is no loss of relationship and no false expenditure of energy.

*

In psychics and in the case of mediums and lower seers (clairvoyant and clairaudient people) the solar
plexus web is permanently ruptured early in life and easily therefore they pass in or out of the body,
going into trance, as it is called, and functioning on the astral plane. But for these types there is no
continuity of consciousness and there seems no relation between their physical plane existence and the
happenings which they relate whilst in trance and of which they usually remain totally unaware in the
waking consciousness. The whole performance is below the diaphragm and is related primarily to
animal sentient life. In the case of conscious clairvoyance and in the work of the higher psychics and
seers there is no trance, obsession or mediumship. It is the web in the brain which is punctured and the
opening in that region permits the inflow of light, information and inspiration; it confers also the power
to pass into the state of Samadhi which is the spiritual correspondence to the trance condition of the
animal nature.

*

As regards the training to which a man can submit himself I will give a few hints which will be found
to convey a new meaning to much work now being done by all aspirants. The Elder Brothers of the
race who have guided humanity through long centuries, are now busy preparing people for the next
great step to be taken. This step will bring in a continuity of consciousness which will do away with all
fear of death and link the physical and astral planes in such a close relation that they will in reality
constitute one plane. Just as an at-one-ment has to be brought about between the various aspects of
man, so a similar unification has to take place in connection with the various aspects of the planetary
life. The planes have to be at-one-ed as well as soul and body. This has already been largely
accomplished between the etheric plane and the dense physical plane. Now it is being rapidly carried
forward between the physical and the astral.

*

Second, the next group in the new Group of World Workers is that of the telepathic communicators.
These are much fewer in number and are distinguished by their relatively close interrelation with each
other. They are primarily a linking or a bridging group. They are gathered out of the more exoteric
circle of the organised observers, but have a wider scope of service than they have, for they work in a
more truly esoteric manner. They are in touch with each other, and with the organised observers, but
they are likewise in touch with the group of men and women who stand at the very center or heart of
the world group. Their work is threefold and very difficult. Steadily they have to cultivate that
detachment which characterises the soul which knows itself. Steadily they take the knowledge and
information accumulated by the organised observers and adapt it to the need of the world, and give out
the teaching. They work effectively but always from behind the scenes, and though they may be
known in the world in this early stage of the work of the new group, and though they may be therefore
recognised as teachers, writers and workers, later they will recede more and more into the background
and will work through the outer circle. They will inspire them, and will place increasing responsibility
upon their shoulders; they will nurture the growth of telepathic interplay in the world and thus weave
those strands which will eventually bridge the present gap between the seen and the unseen and so
make the new world possible—a world in which death as we know it will be abolished and a trained
universal continuity of consciousness be established. That is why the emphasis is laid in training the
members of this group in the new group, upon telepathic sensitivity. The members of this second circle
of workers are taught to develop sensitiveness in three directions: to the thoughts of men in physical
incarnation; to the minds of those who have passed over and who are still in mind bodies, and thirdly to
the group of spiritual Beings who stand as the custodians of the evolutionary process and through
whose hands the three threads of developing life steadily pass.

Their task is exceedingly hard, far harder than that of the first group and harder even than that of the
last, for they lack as yet certain powers and needed experience. Their center of consciousness is the
intuition and not that of the synthesising intellect, and their state of awareness is wide and inclusive.
They therefore can suffer more than the majority, and few there are who are not at this stage too
sensitive for their own comfort and too responsive to vibrations emanating from the form aspect in all
three worlds. Their state of detachment is not yet complete. They bridge, and therefore support
infinite problems and respond to world pain. They see, if I may so express it, too much, for theirs is
not yet the privilege of visioning with clarity the goal that lies two hundred years ahead. They sense
the present need. They are responsive to the new tide of spiritual force which is flowing in. They carry
the weight of humanity on their shoulders, and because they are somewhat coordinated, they live in all
three worlds at once, and this few can do. They are aware of the urgency of the present opportunity
and also of the apathy of the many and for these reasons they work under terrific pressure.

*

We have seen that the objective of all inner training is to develop the esoteric sense, and to unfold that
inner sensitive awareness which will enable a man to function, not only as a Son of God in physical
incarnation but as one who also possesses that continuity of consciousness which will enable him to be
interiorly awake as well as exteriorly active. This is accomplished through developing the power to be
a trained Observer. I commend these words to all aspirants. It is persistence in the attitude of right
observation that brings about detachment from form, a subsequent power to use form at will and with
the end in view of furthering hierarchical plans and consequent usefulness to humanity. When this
power to observe has been somewhat brought about, we then have the aspirant joining that intermediate
group of trained Communicators who stand between the aforementioned groups (the exoteric groups
and the group of spiritual workers on the subjective plane), interpreting the one to the other. It is well
to remember that even the members of the Hierarchy profit by the opinions and advice of those
disinterested disciples who can be trusted to rightly recognise and interpret the need of the hour.
When this stage has been reached and a man is in conscious touch with the Plan then true magical work
can begin. Men and women, who are beginning to live as souls, can undertake the magical work of the
new age, and can inaugurate those changes and that rebuilding which will bring about the manifestation
of the new heavens and the new earth, to which all the Scriptures of the world bear eloquent testimony.
They can then work with forces in etheric matter and so bring into being those physical plane creations
and organizations which will more adequately embody the life of God in the Aquarian Age which is
now upon us. It is to this stage that Rule XV refers.

*

The emerging fact that none of you is really alone. All of you are seen and watched and, on the inner
planes, you walk together; your outer circumstances may differ but the training and the objective are
one. Loneliness will end when the inner group continuity of consciousness is established.

*

All of you—from the first admitted to the last who joined the group—are still within my aura or within the aura of the greater Ashram of the Master K.H., and will, I am confident, remain so. I would remind you also that there are many members of my Ashram of whom you know nothing and who came into my Ashram without the help of A.A.B. You are not the group of major importance. Forget not these other co-disciples. Some day, when you have established continuity of consciousness, you will know them, for you will consciously meet with them within the ring-pass-not of my Ashram. You will know also and discover the reasons for the experiment with these outer groups which is now being tried by the Hierarchy, if you will read with care the teaching upon the externalization of the Ashram of Sanat Kumara, the Hierarchy.

*

I would like to say at this point to all of you who have remained steadfast, even if perforce inactive,
that I would ask you as life proceeds and you face eventually and inevitably the discarding of the
vehicle, to hold increasingly on to your knowledge of the Hierarchy and thus to pass over to the other
side with complete dedication to the hierarchical Plan. This is not simply a suggestion on my part; it is
an attempt on my part to call to your attention the concept of a spiritual continuity of knowledge and of
a rightly oriented attitude. Thus time will not be lost; you can—if you so choose, each and all of you—
attain a true continuity of consciousness and it is one of the factors which will serve to hold this group
of disciples together.

*

This New Group of World Servers is an aspect of the world antahkarana and it gives students of the
antahkarana a sound example of the intent and purpose of the Rainbow Bridge which each disciple is
endeavoring consciously to build. It is composed of those who have penetrated in consciousness
upward to such an extent and height that their ascension has become invocative and has produced a
descent from the Hierarchy which meets and merges with the energies of the ascending group
reflection. Words here are apt to hinder, but the visualization indicated will prove helpful. In the case of
the New Group of World Servers, it is not simply ascending energy which must be considered; there is
also a focussing of consciousness and a receptivity which can develop into fixed intention; this can be
followed later by a recognition in the physical brain consciousness of what has transpired. Forget not
that—in detail—the New Group of World Servers is composed of the following groups:
1. Initiates and disciples who are consciously a part of the Great White Lodge.
2. Aspirants and lesser disciples who are affiliated with the Hierarchy, but who do not usually possess
that continuity of consciousness which will come later.
3. Those upon the Probationary Path who are not yet affiliated with the Hierarchy; they are, however,
subject to hierarchical impression and are determined to serve their fellowmen.
4. An increasing number of people who respond to the idealism and the purpose of the New Group of
World Servers and who will rapidly join the group.
The main requirement is Meditation but—as you know—it is not necessarily the set meditation of
occult schools and churches; membership in the group, however, requires the development of the
reflective spirit along some line of human understanding; it requires also the power to focus attention
upon that which can serve humanity and a compassionate recognition of human need. The unthinking
man or woman, or those engrossed entirely in business, political and family ties, cannot form a part of
the New Group of World Servers, because the group demands a definite measure of decentralization; to
this, habits of meditation rapidly contribute.

*

This third formula concerns Time and the consciousness of the spiritual man who is unaware of
separation, of divisions in time and space or of the spell of the Great Illusion. It deals with the fact of
immortality and with the unshatterable continuity of consciousness and life. It is this formula which—
at the third initiation—produces the transfiguration which comes when the Eternal Now is realised and
when the continuity of awareness and of identity is seen as an aspect of Being. This formula has been
called by one of the Masters "the seed of all philosophies," and in that phrase you may find light on the
subject—provided you know what philosophy is!

*

Disciples, in their novitiate, make more mistakes as regards time than any other; that would naturally be
expected, because time is only a word for daily, eventual living. I would have you note the word
"eventual" in its connotation with current events. Time is naught but a succession of events, as
registered by the physical brain consciousness; these events are apt to have undue and too powerful an
effect upon the disciple. Once, however, he can think of events as aspects of time, he not only begins to
develop a needed continuity of consciousness, but he develops also a sense of proportion which has a
stabilising and sound effect. Students would do well to take the words "direction in time and space" and
use them as a seed thought in meditation. The reward would be great.

*

It will be apparent, then, that those to be taught will be gauged from the angles upon which I have
touched:
a. Those capable of being rightly civilised. This refers to the mass of men.
b. Those capable of being carried forward into the world of culture. This includes a very large number.
c. Those who can add to the assets of civilization and culture "the equipment" required for the process
of functioning as conscious souls, not only in the three worlds of instinctual and intellectual living, but
in the world of spiritual being also, and yet with complete continuity of consciousness and with a
complete triple integration.

*

1. The Science of the Antahkarana. This is the new and true science of the mind, which will utilise
mental substance for the building of the bridge between personality and soul, and then between the soul
and the spiritual triad. This constitutes active work in substance subtler than the substance of the three
worlds of ordinary human evolution. It concerns the substance of the three higher levels of the mental
plane. These symbolic bridges, when constructed, will facilitate the stream or flow of consciousness
and will produce that continuity of consciousness, or that sense of unimpeded awareness, which will
finally end the fear of death, negate all sense of separateness, and make a man responsive in his brain
consciousness to impressions coming to him from the higher spiritual realms or from the Mind of God.
Thus he will more easily be initiated into the purposes and plans of the Creator.

*

The Science of Meditation. At present meditation is associated in the minds of men with religious
matters. But that relates only to theme. The science can be applied to every possible life process. In
reality, this science is a subsidiary branch, preparatory to the Science of the Antahkarana. It is really
the true science of occult bridge building or bridging in consciousness. By its means, particularly in
the early stages, the building process is facilitated. It is one of the major ways of spiritual functioning;
it is one of the many ways to God; it relates the individual mind eventually to the higher mind and later
to the Universal Mind. It is one of the major building techniques and will eventually dominate the new
educational methods in schools and colleges. It is intended primarily to:
a. Produce sensitivity to the higher impressions.
b. Build the first half of the antahkarana, that between the personality and the soul.
c. Produce an eventual continuity of consciousness. Meditation is essentially the science of light,
because it works in the substance of light. One branch of it is concerned with the science of
visualization because, as the light continues to bring revelation, the power to visualise can grow with
the aid of the illumined mind, and the later work of training the disciple to create is then made possible.
It might be added here that the building of the second half of the antahkarana (that which bridges the
gap in consciousness between the soul and the spiritual triad) is called the science of vision, because
just as the first half of the bridge is built through the use of mental substance, so the second half is built
through the use of light substance.

*

3. The Science of the Antahkarana must be studied in three ways:
a. Concretely and in relation to the etheric body, which is a substantial, tangible form, and is being so
considered (though not as yet universally admitted) by modern science.
b. Egoically and in relation to the soul and to the "light body" through which the spiritual man must
function in the world of souls, and which—when blended and fused with the etheric body—produces
the manifestation of divinity upon earth to a greater or lesser degree, according to the extent of fusion
and the conscious recognition by the individual of the attained fusion.
c. Abstractly and in relation to knowledge-wisdom, which are two words used in relation to force and
energy, and their use by the individual in his environment and contacts. Ponder on these words. You
will realise how necessary it is that there should be some capacity for abstract thinking before the true
implications of this new science can be understood.
The Science of the Antahkarana is concerned with the problem of the continuity of consciousness and
with the problem of life and death. Keep these two themes clearly in your mind for they are basic and
important.
The Science of the Antahkarana deals with the threefold thread which connects:
a. The monad, the soul and the personality, linking all three periodical vehicles and unifying all seven
principles.
b. The triple personality and its environment in the three worlds of human enterprise, and later in the other two worlds (making five) of superhuman expression.
c. The consciously creative man and the world of ideas. These he must contact and express through
creative work, thus bridging with the light:
1. Between the world of souls and the world of phenomena.
2. Between the realm of subjective beauty and reality and the outer tangible world of nature.
3. Between himself and others.
4. Between group and group.
5. Later, when the divine Plan has become a reality to him, between the fourth kingdom (the human)
and the fifth kingdom (the Kingdom of God).
6. Finally, between humanity and the Hierarchy.
6. The Science of the Antahkarana is the science of the triple thread which exists from the very
beginning of time and links individual man with his monadic source. The recognition of this thread
and its use, consciously, as the Path and the means of ever expanding contacts, comes relatively late in
the evolutionary process. The goal of all aspirants and disciples is to become aware of this stream of
energy in its various diversifications and consciously to employ these energies in two ways: interiorly
in self-unfoldment, and in the service of the plan for humanity.
7. The Science of the Antahkarana teaches certain fundamental truths about the thread, some of which
might be enumerated as follows:
a. The life thread comes directly from the monad or the ONE. This thread is anchored in the heart
during incarnation. There is the seat of life.
b. The consciousness thread comes directly from the soul. It is anchored in the head. There is the seat
of consciousness.
c. The thread of creative activity is initiated and constructed by the human being. It is anchored, when
sufficiently constructed, in the throat. This thread is an extension or synthesis of the two basic threads.

*

Section Three: The Three Major Sciences of the Aquarian Age
I. The Science of the Antahkarana.
A. The mystical realization of duality.
1. The problem of the integrated personality.
2. The vision of the soul, the central self.
3. The problem of the mystic.
B. Occult identification or at-one-ment.
1. The integration of soul and personality.
2. The mind as an intermediary.
3. The problem of equilibrium or steadiness.
C. The application of these concepts to the immediate educational necessity.
II. The Science of Meditation.
A. Meditation as an education technique.
1. Right control of the mind.
2. The two functions of the mind.
3. The mind as it builds the antahkarana.
B. Meditation in the world of ideas.
1. The power to intuit.
2. Sensitivity and response to higher impressions.
3. The function and promulgation of ideas.
C. The development of continuity of consciousness.
1. Personality continuity.
2. Continuity and immortality.
3. Continuity and initiation.
III. The Science of Service.
A. Service as a result of soul contact.
B. Service as cooperation with the plan.
C. Service as a technique of group development.
D. The unfoldment of the sense of service in the future.
E. Application of the concept of service to our modern educational developments.

*

A vast field of psychological research in connection with all the constellations, the planets and
Hierarchies is indicated above, but it is of too vast a nature for me to consider in this treatise. It will constitute the astrology of the future and will begin to be understood when group awareness and continuity of consciousness are established among men. However, as a form of mental gymnastics and as indicating possibilities, the concept is of use to you, for it widens your horizon and indicates the marvelous scope of the divine plan and the synthesis underlying manifestation.

*

The problem which a consideration of the proposed practice of euthanasia involves will not exist when continuity of consciousness (which negates death) is achieved.

*

Today, grave dangers attend the process of hastening withdrawal, and the legal safeguards will require
most careful working out, and even then grave and serious issues might develop. But some hastening
of the processes of death is in order and must be worked out. Primarily, however, the will-to-die of the
patient is not based at this time on knowledge and on mental polarization, or upon an achieved
continuity of consciousness, but on emotional reactions and a shrinking from pain and from fear.

*

When these two phases of the Art of Dying are over, the discarnate soul stands free from the control of
matter; it is purified (temporarily by the phases of Restitution and Elimination) from all contamination
by substance. This is achieved, not through any activity of the soul in form, the human soul, but as a
result of the activity of the soul on its own plane abstracting the fraction of itself which we call the
human soul. It is primarily the work of the overshadowing soul which effects this; it is not carried
forward by the soul in the personality. The human soul, during this stage, is only responsive to the pull
or the attractive force of the spiritual soul as it—with deliberate intent—extracts the human soul from
its imprisoning sheaths. Later on, as the evolutionary processes proceed and the soul increasingly
controls the personality, it will be the soul within the imprisoning sheaths which will bring about—
consciously and with intention—the phases of dying. In the earlier stages, this release will be brought
about with the aid of the overshadowing spiritual soul. Later on, when the man is living upon the
physical plane as the soul, he will himself—with full continuity of consciousness—carry out the
processes if abstraction, and will then (with directed purpose) "ascend to the place from whence he
came." This is the reflection in the three worlds of the divine ascension of the perfected Son of God.

*

Thus you will realise also that continuity of consciousness is also being slowly developed, and the awarenesses of the inner man begin to demonstrate on the physical plane, through the medium of the physical brain at first, and then independently of that material structure. I have here conveyed a definite hint on a subject which will receive wide attention during the next two hundred years.

*

It is not my intention to give in this treatise what the reader can discover in the academic textbooks of
our colleges. It is not my work to parallel the information found in the exoteric teachings and theologies of our modern sciences. I seek to indicate the synthesis which underlies the whole, and to point out the continuity of consciousness which can be noted by the esotericist. In so doing the part is seen to be integrated in the sum total, in a manner different to that which can be seen when considering the form.

*

2. Relationship between the ego or soul and the dense physical body is established when
a. Matter of the three lowest subplanes of the physical plane is built into the etheric body, prior to
physical incarnation, and the potential channels of communication and of exit are established. These
are the main channel or line of communication found between the center at the base of the spine and
that in the head, via the spleen.
b. A corresponding activity takes place in the process of liberation upon the Path of Return in which the
bridge (or the antaskarana) is established between the lower mental body, the causal body, and the
higher mental worlds.
When the work under the first category is accomplished upon the physical plane and its technique is
understood, man can then achieve escape from the physical body in full, waking continuity of
consciousness. When a similar work has taken place on the higher plane and the "bridge" is
satisfactorily built, then the "initiate" can escape from the limitations of form life and enter into that
state of consciousness called Nirvana, by the Buddhist. This high state of being has to be entered also
in full continuity of consciousness. Both these major crises in the life of the soul,—one leading to
physical incarnation and one producing the liberation of the soul from that condition,—are, and must
always be, the result of group vibration, of group impulse, group incentive and group impetus. One
impetus originates in the group of souls, of which an incarnating ego is an integral part; the other is the
result of the activity of the groups of atoms which are vibrating in response to (but not in unison with)
that egoic impulse. In this phrase is summed up the work and opportunity of the soul, for it works
towards the regeneration of matter and not towards the consummation of its own salvation. It might be
stated that the liberation of the soul or ego comes about when its work of salvaging matter (through
utilising it and building it into forms) has been carried forward to a desired point. It is not primarily
due to the attainment of a certain spiritual stature by the man and the demonstration of certain spiritual
qualities. This desired stature and these spiritual qualities are manifested when the vehicles have been
"occultly saved", and matter has thus been transformed, transmuted and symbolically "raised up into
heaven". When the vehicles vibrate in unison with the soul, then is liberation achieved.

*

We can approach another psychological problem in the same manner. Much is being written today
which is the result of the development of the science of psycho-analysis. This is the problem of what is
commonly called a "split personality". This division in the continuity of consciousness (for that is what
it basically is) takes many forms and sometimes produces more than simply a duality. The great
expression of the continuity of desire is voiced for us by Paul, the initiate, in The Epistle to the Romans
where he refers to the constant battle between the will-to-good and the will-to-evil, as it takes place
within the periphery of consciousness of a human being.

*

Little by little the triple mechanism is developed and the center of experience expands in knowledge.
Today this knowledge is of a very high order, and the world is full of personalities. Supplementing our
earlier definitions, a personality might be simply defined as:
a. An equipment which is becoming adequate in three directions of contact. The experiencing soul can
now begin to use the instrument effectively.
b. An expression of the creative power of the soul which is ready to transmute knowledge into wisdom.
c. An incarnate soul, which is now ready to work consciously with the time factor, for, having learned
how to work with the factor of environment, the soul can now begin to control circumstances and
environment from the standpoint of time. This means, in the first instance, the right use of time and
opportunity and then the establishing of continuity of consciousness.

*

The above will suffice for the techniques of integration of these three major rays. We will now take the
formulas which will embody the techniques of integration for the four minor rays, and glimpse the
possibilities which they may unfold. We will emphasize in connection with each of them the same five
stages of the technique we are studying:
1. Alignment.
2. A crisis of evocation.
3. Light.
4. Revelation.
5. Integration.
At the same time, we will bear in mind that the alignment with which we have hitherto been occupying
ourselves is that of a form of expression and that this is achieved through discipline, meditation, and
service. These techniques of integration, however, refer to the establishing of a continuity of
consciousness, within the aligned forms. Therefore we begin with alignment in these cases and do not
end with it.

*

The effort to make people dream and to train them to recover their dream life when they are naturally
sound sleepers, and drop easily into deep and dreamless sleep is not good. The evocation of the dream
life, as brought about through the methods of certain schools of psychology, should only be brought
about forcibly (if one may use this word in that connection) through the determination of the will
during the later stages upon the Path. To do so earlier produces frequently a kind of continuity of
consciousness which adds the complexities of the astral plane to those of daily living upon the physical
plane; few people are competent to handle the two and, when there is persistence in the endeavor to
evoke the dream life, the brain cells get no rest and forms of sleeplessness are apt to supervene. Nature
wills that all forms of life should "sleep" at times. We now come to two forms of dreams which are related to the astral or emotional nature and which are of great frequency. 

*

3. Dreams which are recollections of true activity. These dreams are registrations of true activities.
They are not simply witnessed, registered and related by the subject. As soon as a person has reached

a. A state of real integration of the astral body and the vital or etheric body, plus the physical body,
then these three aspects function harmoniously.

b. A capacity to pursue ordered activity at night or in the hours of sleep. Then the man can impress the
physical brain with a knowledge of those activities and on returning to waking consciousness put it to
actual use by the physical body.

The man's dreams will then be, in reality nothing more nor less than the relation of the continuance of
the days activities, as they have been carried forward on the astral plane. They will be simply the
record, registered on the physical brain, of his doings and emotions, his purposes and intentions, and
his recognised experiences. They are as real and as true as any of those which have been recorded by
the brain, during waking hours. They are, nevertheless, only partial records in the majority of cases,
and mixed in nature, for the glamours, illusions and the perceptions of the doings of others (as recorded
in the second category of dreams above) will still have some effect. This condition of mixed recording,
of erroneous identifications, etc., leads to much difficulty. The psychologist has to make allowance
for:

a. The age or soul experience of the patient. He has to determine whether the related dream is an
illusory participation, a perceived or registered activity, or a real and true happening in the experience
of the man during the hours of sleep.

b. The ability of the subject to bring through correctly the related experience. This ability is dependent
upon the pre-establishing of continuity of consciousness, so that at the moment of return, the brain of
the man concerned is easily impressed by the experience of the true man when out of the body.

c. The freedom of the patient from the desire to make an impression upon the psychologist, his innate
truthfulness, his control of the imagination, and his power of verbal expression.

*

5. Dreams which are records of work done. This activity the aspirant carries on at night and when
absent from the body, and it is carried on

a. In the borderland between the astral plane and the physical plane.

b. In the so-called "summerland" wherein the entire wish-life of the race is centered and all racial desire
takes form.

c. In the world of glamour which is part of the astral plane which embodies the ancient past, which
fertilizes the desire life of the present, and which indicates the nature of the desire life of the immediate
future.

These phases and spheres of activity are very real in nature. Aspirants who succeed in functioning with
any measure of consciousness on the astral plane are all occupied, at some level or another, with some
form of constructive activity or work. This activity, selfishly performed (for many aspirants are
selfish) or unselfishly carried forward, constitutes much of the material of many of the so-called
dreams, as related by the average intelligent citizen. They warrant no more attention or mysteriously
applied interpretation or symbolic elucidation than do the current activities and events of daily life as
carried on in waking consciousness upon the physical plane. They are of three kinds:

a. The activity of the patient himself when freed, in sleep, from the physical body.

b. His observation of the activities of others. These he is apt to appropriate unwillingly and quite
erroneously to himself because of the ego-centric tendency of the average human mind.

c. Instruction which is given to him by those responsible for his unfoldment and training.

This category of dreams is becoming increasingly prevalent as the alignment of the astral body and the
physical body is perfected and continuity of consciousness is slowly developed. The activity involves
religious activity, sexual living in its many phases (for not all of them are physical, though all of them
are related to the problem of the polar opposites and the essential duality of manifestation) political
activity, creative and artistic activity and the many other forms of human expression. They are as
varied and as diverse as those in which humanity indulges on the physical plane; they are the source of
much confusion in the mind of the psychologist and need most careful consideration and analysis.

*

The participants in the mysteries are generally known, and no secret has been made of the general
personnel and procedure. It is only sought here to impart a greater sense of reality to the data already
given by a fuller exposition and a more pointed reference to the parts played by such during the
ceremony. At this stage the student would be wise to bear in mind certain things as he ponders upon
the mysteries touched upon here:—

That care must be taken to interpret all here given in terms of spirit and not of matter or form. We are
dealing entirely with the subjective or consciousness aspect of manifestation, and with that which lies
back of the objective form. This realization will save the student from much later confusion.

That we are considering facts which are substantial and real on the mental plane—the plane on which
all the major initiations take place—but which are not materialised on the physical plane, and are not
physical plane phenomena. The link between the two planes exists in the continuity of consciousness
which the initiate will have developed, and which will enable him to bring through to the physical
brain, occurrences and happenings upon the subjective planes of life.

*

The Effect of the Application of the Rod.
A. Upon the Initiate's bodies:
The effect is four-fold and lasting, but varies according to the initiation taken. The action of the Rod is
most carefully and scientifically regulated, and at each succeeding initiation the voltage is increased,
and the activity of the resulting fire and its heat intensified. By the application of the Rod the initiate
finds:—
1. That the activity of each individual atom in the various bodies is increased, resulting in a greater
degree of nervous energy and an elasticity and resistance which will serve him in good stead in the
strenuous life of service ahead.
2. That matter of an undesirable type in his bodies is shaken loose, and the atomic wall somewhat
destroyed, making the atoms radioactive—if it might be so expressed—and therefore more easily
eliminated.
3. The fires of the body are stimulated, and the total energy of the threefold lower man is co-ordinated,
so that there is less waste of energy and a greater coherence and uniformity in action.
4. The aligning of the various bodies in connection with the causal, or egoic body is aided, and thus
continuity of consciousness, and receptivity to the behests of the Ego, become possible.

The initiate will find, when he returns from the ceremony, and takes up his work in the world, that the
stimulation received will bring about in his bodies a period of great activity, and also of strife. This
strife, persisted in to the point of victory, will result in his taking out of his body undesirable matter,
and building in new and better material; he will find that his powers for service are enormously
increased, and his nervous energy intensified, so that he can draw upon reserves of force in service
hitherto unsuspected. He will find, also, that the response of the physical brain to the voice of the
higher Self, and its receptivity to the higher and subtler impressions, is greatly furthered. Eventually,
through the work accomplished, he will succeed in eliminating all matter of a subatomic character, and
will then build bodies of substance of the highest subplane on each plane; he will become aware that all
his energies can be consciously and constructively controlled, that he knows the real meaning of
continuity of consciousness, and can function simultaneously on the three planes with full inner
realization.

*

The centers, at initiation, receive a fresh access of vibratory capacity and of power, and this results in
the exoteric life as:—
1. A sensitiveness and refinement of the vehicles which may result at first in much suffering to the
initiate, but which produce a capacity to respond, that far outweighs the incidental pain.
2. A development of psychic faculty that again may lead to temporary distress, but which eventually
causes a recognition of the one self in all selves, which is the goal of endeavor.
3. A burning away of the etheric web, through the gradual arousing of kundalini and its correct
geometrical progression, and a resultant continuity of consciousness that enables the initiate
consciously to utilize time as a factor on the planes of evolution.

4. A gradual grasp of the law of vibration as an aspect of the basic law of building, the law of
attraction, is brought about, and the initiate learns consciously to build, to manipulate thought matter
for the perfecting of the plans of the Logos, to work in mental essence, and to apply the law on mental
levels, and thereby affect the physical plane. Motion originates cosmically on cosmic levels, and in the
microcosm the same will be seen. There is an occult hint here that, pondered on, will reveal much. At
initiation, at the moment of the application of the Rod, the initiate consciously realizes the meaning of
the Law of Attraction in form building, and in the synthesis of the three fires. Upon his ability to retain
that realization, and himself to apply the law, will depend his power to progress.

5. The Hierophant transmits higher manasic energy to the initiate, so that he is enabled consciously to
know and recognise the plan for his group center, through the immensely increased stimulation. This
force descends from the manasic permanent atom via the antahkarana, and is directed to whichever
center the Hierophant—under the law—sees should be stimulated.

6. The Initiator stabilises the force and regulates its flow, as it circulates through the egoic body, so that
when the work of unfoldment is accomplished, the seventh principle at the Heart of the Lotus can stand
revealed. After each initiation the lotus is more unfolded, and light from the center begins to blaze
forth—a light or fire which ultimately burns through the three enshrining petals, and permits the full
inner glory to be seen, and the electric fire of spirit to be manifested. As this is brought about on the
second subplane of the mental plane (whereon the egoic lotus is now situated) a corresponding
stimulation takes place in the dense substance which forms the petals or wheels of the centers on the
astral and etheric levels.

*

Dangers of obsession.
Dangers from discarnate entities are frankly those of obsession, either of a temporary nature and lasting
for a few moments or more enduring and lasting for a longer period. It may even be permanent and
lasting through a lifetime. I have earlier written to you a letter upon this subject which you might here
incorporate. We never duplicate effort if it can be avoided. I seek primarily to emphasise the point that
this entrance which we call obsession is effected largely through the negative attitude assumed through
the unwise following of an unsuitable meditation. In his anxiety to be the recipient of light from above,
in his determination to force himself to a place where he can contact the teachers or even the Master,
and in his endeavor to eliminate all thought and lower vibrations, the student makes the mistake of rendering his entire lower personality receptive. Instead of making it firmly positive to environing
factors and to all lower contacts, and instead of only allowing the "apex of the mind" (if I may use so
unusual a term) to be receptive and open to transmission from the causal or the abstract levels and even
from the intuitional, the student permits reception from all sides. Only a point within the brain should
be receptive, all the rest of the consciousness should be so polarised that outer interference will not be
possible. This refers to the emotional and to the mental bodies, though with the majority these days it
refers solely to the emotional. At this particular period of the world's history the emotional plane is so
densely populated and the response of the physical to the emotional is now becoming so exquisitely
attuned, that the danger of obsession is greater than ever heretofore. But for your cheering—the
reverse holds good also, and response to the divine and rapid reaction to the higher inspiration has
never been so great. Divine inspiration or that "divine obsession" which is the privilege of all advanced
souls, will be understood in the coming years as never before, and will be definitely one of the methods
used by the coming Lord and His Great Ones for the helping of the world.

The thing to be remembered is that in the case of wrong obsession the man is at the mercy of the
obsessing entity, and is unconsciously or unwillingly a partner in the transaction. In divine obsession
the man consciously and willingly co-operates with the One Who seeks to inspire, or to occupy or
employ his lower vehicles. The motive is ever the greater helping of the race. The obsession is then
not the result of a negative condition but of a positive collaboration and proceeds under law and for a
specific period....As more and more of the race develop continuity of consciousness between the
physical and the emotional and later the mental, this act of transference of the vehicles will be more
frequent and more understood.

*

Secondly, a graded scientific study of the microcosm, including the following subjects, using the
microscope when needed:—
The Microcosm.
a. Elementary anatomy, physiology, biology.
b. Ethnology.
c. Study of the etheric body and its allied subjects of vitality and magnetism.
d. Study of geology; of the vegetable kingdom, or botany; and of the animal kingdom.
e. Study of the history of man and the development of science.
f.
Study of the laws of the microcosmic body.
The Macrocosm.
a. Study of the laws of electricity, of fohat, of prana, and of the astral light.
b. Study of astronomy and of astrology.
c. Study of occult cosmogony.
d. Study of the human hierarchy.
e. Study of the deva evolution.
f.
Study of the laws of the solar system.
g. Study of telepathy, mental creation, psychometry.

The Mind.
a. The study of the mental plane.
b. The study of the laws of fire.
c. The study of the causal body.
d. The study of the fifth principle.
e. The study of colour and of sound.
Synthesis.
a. The study of spirit-matter-mind.
b. Study of numbers and of symbology.
c. Study of higher mathematics.
d. Study of the laws of union.
e. Study of the laws of sex.
Psychic Development.
a. Study of practical occultism.
b. Study of psychism.
c. Study of the astral light and the akashic records.
d. Study of mediumship and inspiration.
e. Study of past lives.
f. Study of the macrocosmic and microcosmic centers.

Practical Work.
a. Service to the race.
b. Study of group work.
c. Review work.
d. Work on the subtler bodies with the view to producing continuity of consciousness.
e. Study of magic.
f. Study of the seventh ray

*

One of the tests of the initiatory process is a hitherto totally unexpected one. Tests which are expected
and for which preparation has been made do not constitute true tests in the real sense of the word,
esoterically understood. It is a test—imposed with increasing rigidity as initiation after initiation is
taken—to see just how far the initiate is capable of retaining or preserving in his brain consciousness the registered facts of several worlds or planes of consciousness; i.e., the three worlds of human endeavor and the world of soul consciousness, or both of these and the world of the Ashram; or again these and the activity of the Hierarchy itself, viewing it as a complete whole; or again, of all these and the world of Triadal experience, until the point is reached where a straight continuity of consciousness can be registered and held which comes directly from the Council Chamber of the Lord of the World to Those Masters Who are functioning in a physical body and must therefore use a physical brain. In every single case the test (in order to be passed correctly) must involve the brain consciousness; the facts, registered upon the subtler planes, must be correctly registered, recognized and interpreted simultaneously upon the physical plane.
You can see for yourselves that this is a major and most necessary indication of a developing awareness; a Master has to be aware at any time on any plane and at will. It will also be obvious to you that this will be a growing and an increasing perception for which the intermediate stages, between initiations, prepare the initiate. Gradually, each one of the five senses, plus the common-sense (the mind), has to demonstrate the effectiveness of its higher correspondence and thus of a developing subtle apparatus. Through this apparatus the initiate is put in touch with widening areas of the divine "state of mind" or with the planetary consciousness, until "the mind that is in Christ" becomes truly the mind of the initiate, with all that those words entail of meaning and esoteric significance. Consciousness, Sensitivity, Awareness, Planetary Rapport, Universal Consciousness—these are the words which we must consider, sequentially developed and in their truly esoteric sense.

*

The Nature of the Antahkarana
One of the difficulties connected with this study of the antahkarana is the fact that hitherto the work
done upon the antahkarana has been entirely unconscious. Therefore, the concept in men's minds
relating to this form of creative work and this construction of the bridge meets at first with little
response from the mind nature; also, in order to express these ideas, we have practically to create a new
terminology, for there are no words suitable to define our meaning. Just as modern sciences have
evolved a complete new terminology of their own during the past forty years, so this science must
develop its own peculiar vocabulary. In the meantime, we must do the best we can with the words at
our disposal.
The second point I would make is to ask those who are studying along these lines to realize that in time
they will arrive at understanding, but that at present all that they can do is to depend upon the
unalterable tendency of the subconscious nature to penetrate to the surface of consciousness as a reflex
activity in the establishing of continuity of consciousness. This reflex activity of the lower nature
corresponds to the development of continuity between the superconscious and the consciousness which
develops upon the Path of Discipleship. It is all a part—in three stages—of the integrating process,
proving to the disciple that all of life is (in terms of consciousness) one of revelation. Ponder on this.
Another of the difficulties in considering any of these esoteric sciences that deal with what has been
called the "conscious unfoldment of the divine recognitions" (which is true awareness) is the ancient
habit of humanity to materialise all knowledge. Everything man learns is applied—as the centuries
pass—to the world of natural phenomena and of natural process, and not to the recognition of the Self,
the Knower, the Beholder, the Observer. When, therefore, man enters upon the Path, he has to educate
himself in the process of using knowledge in reference to the conscious self-aware Identity, or to the
self-contained, self-initiating Individual. When he can do this, he is transmuting knowledge into
wisdom.

*

In the coming Aquarian Age we shall see humanity producing a culture which is sensitive to the finer
and higher spiritual values, a civilization which is free from glamour and from much of the illusion
which today colours the Aryan peoples, and a racial life which will be embodied in those forms which
will bridge the gap at present existing; it will be free from what we now know as disease of the worst
kind, though death and certain forms of bodily breakdown which may eventually end in death will, of
course, still be prevalent. The overcoming of death is not contingent upon the elimination of bodily ills,
but upon the establishing of that continuity of consciousness which carries over from the physical plane
of life to the inner subjective existence. Of this state of being, groups such as this third group can be the
custodian and their problem is therefore:
1. To establish that state of personality development which will lead to magnetic living upon the
physical plane.
2. To study the laws of life, which are the laws of health and of right relationship.
3. To develop that continuity of consciousness which will "open the doors of life and dispel the fear of
the known and of that which disappears."

*

The fourth etheric plane holds the key to the dominance of matter, and it might be noted that: On the fourth physical ether man begins to co-ordinate his astral, or emotional body, and to escape at ever more frequent intervals into that vehicle. Continuity of consciousness is achieved when a man has mastered the four ethers. On the fourth subplane of the mental plane, man begins to control his causal or egoic body, and to polarize his consciousness therein until the polarization is complete. He functions then consciously on it when he has mastered the correspondences to the ethers on the mental plane. On the buddhic plane (the fourth cosmic ether) the Heavenly Men (or the grouped consciousness of the human and deva Monads) begin to function, and to escape eventually from the cosmic etheric planes. When these three cosmic ethers are mastered, the functioning is perfected, polarization is centered in the monadic vehicles, and the seven Heavenly Men have achieved Their goal.

j. On these etheric levels, therefore, the Logos of our system repeats, as a grand totality, the experiences
of His tiny reflections on the physical planes; He co-ordinates His cosmic astral body, and attains
continuity of consciousness when He has mastered the three cosmic ethers.
*

As time elapses between the first and fourth Initiation, the threefold channel in the spine, and the entire
etheric body is gradually cleansed and purified by the action of the fire till all "dross" (as the Christian
expresses it) is burnt away, and naught remains to impede the progress of this flame. As the fire of kundalini and prana proceed with their work, and the channel becomes more and more cleared, the centers more active, and the body purer, the flame of spirit, or the fire from the Ego, comes more actively downwards till a flame of real brilliance issues from the top of the head. This flame surges upwards through the bodies towards its source, the causal body.

Simultaneously with the activity of these fires of matter and of Spirit, the fires of mind, or manas, burn
with greater intensity. These are the fires given at individualization. They are fed continuously by the
fire of matter, and their heat is augmented by solar emanatory fire, which originates on the cosmic
levels of mind. It is this aspect of the manasic fire that develops under the forms of instinct, animal
memory, and functional recollection which are so apparent in the little evolved man. As time
progresses the fire of mind burns more brightly and thus reaches a point where it begins to burn
through the etheric web—that portion of the web that can be found guarding the center at the very top
of the head, and admitting entrance to the downflow from the Spirit. By its means certain things are
brought about: The kundalini fire is consciously directed and controlled by the mind or will aspect from the mental plane. The two fires of matter by the power of the mind of man are blended first with each other, and, secondly, with the fire of mind.
The united result of this blending is the destruction (under rule and order), of the etheric web, and the
consequent production of continuity of consciousness and the admission into the personal life of man
of "Life more abundant," or the third fire of Spirit.

*

Kundalini has two effects upon the etheric web, as it is called.
1. By its gradually increasing action it purifies that etheric form and cleanses it from "dross," as the
Christian expresses it.
2. Eventually, after the two fires of matter and the fire of mind have begun to blend (a slow and gradual
process), the web itself is destroyed and by the time the third Initiation is reached, the man should have
continuity of consciousness. This is so unless for certain work and for certain specific ends, the man
consciously and willingly foregoes the burning of the web, a thing which can be brought about by the
conscious action of the will.

*

The centers at initiation receive a fresh access of vibratory capacity and of power, and this results, in
the exoteric life, as:

First. A sensitiveness and refinement of the vehicles which may result, at first, in much suffering to
the initiate, but which produces a capacity to respond to contacts that far outweighs the incidental pain.

Second. A development of psychic faculty that again may lead to temporary distress, but which
eventually causes a recognition of the one Self in all selves, which is the goal of endeavor.

Third. A burning away, through a gradual arousing of kundalini, and its correct geometrical
progression through the etheric web. This produces a resultant continuity of consciousness which
enables the initiate consciously to utilize time as a factor in the plans of evolution.

Fourth. A gradual grasp of the Law of Vibration as an aspect of the basic law of building; the initiate
learns consciously to build, to manipulate thought matter for the perfecting of the plans of the Logos, to
work in mental essence, and to apply the law of mental levels and thereby affect the physical plane.
Motion originates cosmically on cosmic mental levels, and in the microcosm the same order will be
seen. There is an occult hint here that will reveal much if pondered upon. At initiation, at the moment
of the application of the Rod, the initiate consciously realizes the meaning of the Law of Attraction in
form building, and in the synthesis of the three fires. Upon his ability to retain that realization and
himself to apply the law, will depend his power and progress.

e. By the application of the Rod, the fire of kundalini is aroused, and its upward progress directed. The
fire at the base of the spine, and the fire of mind are directed along certain routes, or triangles, by the
action of the Rod as it moves in a specified manner. There is a definite occult reason, under the Laws of Electricity, behind the known fact that every initiate, presented to the Initiator, is accompanied by
two of the Masters, who stand one on either side of him. The three of them together form a triangle
which makes the work possible.

The force of the Rod is twofold, and its power terrific. Apart and alone the initiate could not receive
the voltage from the Rod without serious hurt, but in triangular formation transmission comes safely.
The two Masters Who thus sponsor the initiate, represent two polarities of the electric All; part of Their
work is therefore to stand with all applicants for initiation when they come before the Great Lord.

When the Rods of Initiation are held in the hands of the Initiator in His position of power, and at the
stated seasons, they act as transmitters of electric force from very high levels,—so high indeed that the
"Flaming Diamond" at certain of the final initiations (the sixth and seventh) transmits force, via the
Logos, from outside the system altogether. We need to remember that this major Rod is the one used
on this planet, but that within the system there are several such Rods of Power, and that they are to be
found in three grades, if it may be so expressed.

*

Another illustration of the same thing can be found on the physical plane. When a man has reached the
point where he can sense and see the fourth ether, he is ready for the burning away of the etheric web,
which has its location midway between the third and second subplane matter which composes his
physical body. When this disintegration is effected, the man merges with his astral vehicle,
establishing a consequent continuity of consciousness. This correspondence, and this disintegration,
can be traced on each plane, till finally on the atmic level on its third subplane comes the final
disintegration, which results in a merging with the monadic consciousness.

*

The Master Jesus will take a physical vehicle, and with certain of His chelas effect a re-spiritualization
of the Catholic churches, breaking down the barrier separating the Episcopal and Greek churches from
the Roman. This may be looked for, should plans progress as hoped, about the year 1980. The Master
Hilarion will also come forth, and become a focal point of buddhic energy in the vast spiritualistic
movement, whilst another Master is working with the Christian Science endeavor in an effort to swing
it on to sounder lines. It is interesting to note that those movements which have laid the emphasis so
strongly on the heart or love aspect, may respond more rapidly to the inflow of force at the Coming
than other movements which consider themselves very advanced. The "mind may slay" the recognition
of the Real, and hatred between brothers swing the tide of love-force away. The three Masters so
closely allied with the theosophical movement are already making Their preparations, and will also
move among men, recognized by Their Own and by those who have eyes to see. To those of Their
chelas on earth who undergo the necessary discipline, opportunity will be offered to work on the astral plane and, should they so choose, an immediate incarnation, provided they have achieved continuity of
consciousness. He Who is known as D. K. is planning to restore—via His students—some of the old
and occult methods of healing and to demonstrate:
a. The place of the etheric body.
b. The effect of pranic force.
c. The opening up of etheric vision.

*

An interesting analogy (accurate on general lines though in detail not so apparent) exists between the building of the antaskarana on mental levels between the mental unit and the manasic permanent atom
(whereby the Path of Liberation is travelled, and man set free) and the opening up of the channel
between the center at the base of the spine and the brain and thence to the head center. Through this
latter channel man escapes out of the dense physical body, and continuity of consciousness (between
the astral and the physical planes) is reached. In the one case, through right direction of force, the
etheric web no longer forms a barrier; it is destroyed and the man is fully conscious in the physical
brain of what transpires on the astral plane. In the other case, the causal body also is eventually
destroyed through the right direction of force. We will not here take up the specific work of building
upon the scaffolding of the etheric body the dense physical form. It has been sufficiently dealt with in
other books. We will only want to touch upon two more points which are of interest in this
consideration of the work of the lunar Pitris in building man's body.

*

Man is in fact a fragment of the Universal Mind, or world soul, and as a fragment is thus
partaker of the instincts and quality of that soul, as it manifests through the human family. Therefore,
unity is only possible upon the plane of mind. This, if true, must lead to the tendency to develop within
the physical brain a conscious realization of group affiliations on the mental plane, a conscious
recognition of group relationships, ideals and goal, and a conscious manifestation of that continuity of
consciousness which is the object of evolution at this time. It will further produce the transference of
the race consciousness from the physical plane to the mental, and a consequent solving through
"knowledge, love, and sacrifice" of all present problems. This will bring about emancipation from the
present physical plane disorder. It must lead to the education of the public as to the nature of man, and
the development of the powers latent within him—powers which will set him free from his present
limitations, and which will produce in the human family a collective repudiation of the present conditions. When men everywhere recognise themselves and each other, as divine self-conscious units,
functioning primarily in the causal body but utilising the three lower vehicles only as a means of
contact with the three lower planes, we will have government, politics, economics and the social order
readjusted upon sound, sane and divine lines.

*

Devas of all kinds and colours are found on the physical etheric levels, but the prevailing hue is violet,
hence the term so often employed, the "devas of the shadows." With the coming in of the ceremonial
ray of violet, we have the amplification therefore of the violet vibration, always inherent on these
levels, and the great opportunity therefore for contact between the two kingdoms. It is in the development of etheric vision (which is a capacity of the physical human eye) and not in clairvoyance that this mutual apprehension will become possible. With the coming in likewise of this ray will arrive those who belong thereon, with a natural gift of seeing etherically. Children will frequently be born who will see etherically as easily as the average human being sees physically; as conditions of harmony gradually evolve out of the present world chaos, devas and human beings will meet as friends. As the two planes, astral and physical, merge and blend, and continuity of consciousness is experienced upon the two, it will be difficult for human beings to differentiate at first between devas of the astral plane, and those of the physical. At the beginning of this period of recognition, men will principally contact the violet devas, for those of the higher ranks amongst them are definitely making the attempt to contact the human. These devas of the shadows are of a dark purple on the fourth etheric level, of a lighter purple, much the same colour as violet, on the third etheric level, a light violet on the second, whilst on the atomic subplane they are of a glorious translucent lavender.

*

The activity of the mental sheath and its gradually increasing rate of vibration is brought about by the inflow of energies of different kinds. These various factors, as they are brought to bear upon the mental sheath produce an increased activity and speed in the rotary motion of the individual atoms, and also greater speed in the progress of the entire sheath. This means a more rapid transference of the atoms of low vibration out of the sheath and the substitution of atoms of high quality. It involves also more rapid transition of the various energies, or increased spiral action. This is one of the factors resulting in more rapid incarnation, and more rapid assimilation of the experiences learnt. Curiously enough, from the standpoint of the average thinker, this factor causes longer devachanic periods, for these cycles of interior mental consideration are of ever increasing activity. They are cycles of intense mental adjustment, and of the generation of force until (towards the close of the cycle of incarnation) the activity which has been generated is so strong that continuity of consciousness becomes an accomplished fact. The man frequently then foregoes devachan as he needs it no more. Other results are the fourth dimensional activity of the various "wheels," which begin not only to rotate but to "turn upon themselves," and the vivification of the four spirillae of the mental unit. Some of the energies which produce increased momentum in the mental sheath might be enumerated, and as the
students consider them it will again become apparent what a complicated thing human unfoldment
really is.
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