EVOLUTION OF CONSCIOUSNESS
Hits: 28

THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE ATOM:-

The recognition of the factor of the intelligence will inevitably lead us to the contemplation of the evolution of consciousness in its many forms, ranging all the way from those types of consciousness which we consider sub-human, through the human, up to what may be logically posited (even if it may not be demonstrated) to be superhuman consciousness.  The next question which will face us will be, What lies back of all these factors?  Is there, behind the objective form and its animating intelligence, an evolution which corresponds to the "I" faculty, to the Ego in man?  Is there in nature, and in all that we see around us, the working out of the purpose of an individualised self-conscious Being?  If there is such a Being, and such a fundamental existence, we should be able to see somewhat His intelligent activities, and to watch His plans working towards fruition.  Even if we cannot prove that God is, and that the Deity exists, it may be possible to say, at least, that the hypothesis that He exists is a reasonable one, a [Page 20] rational suggestion, and a possible solution of all the mysteries we see around us.  But to do that it has to be demonstrated that there is an intelligent purpose working through forms of every kind, through races and nations, and through all that we see manifesting in modern civilisation; the steps that that purpose has taken, and the gradual growth of the plan, will have to be demonstrated, and from that demonstration we shall perhaps be able to see what lies ahead for us in the coming stages. (CA Page 19-20).

We have seen that the atom of chemistry, for instance, demonstrates the quality of intelligence; it shows symptoms of discriminative mind, and the rudiments of selective capacity.  Thus the tiny life within the atomic form is demonstrating psychic quality.  The atom is then built into all the different forms at varying times and stages, and each time it gains somewhat according to the force and life of the entity who ensouls that form, and preserves its homogeneity.  Take, for instance, the atom that goes to the building of a form in the mineral kingdom; it shows not only discriminative selective mind, but elasticity.  Then in the vegetable kingdom these two qualities appear, but a third is also found, which we might call sensation of a rudimentary kind.  The initial intelligence of the atom has acquired something during the transition from form to form and from kingdom to kingdom.  Its responsiveness to contact, and its general awareness have increased.  When we come to the study of the evolution of consciousness we can take this up in greater detail; [Page 69] all I am endeavouring to do to-night is to show that in the vegetable kingdom forms built up of atoms show not only discriminative intelligence and elasticity, but also are capable of sensation, or of that which, in the vegetable kingdom, corresponds to emotion or feeling, emotion being but rudimentary love.  Next we have the animal kingdom, in which the animal forms show not only all the above qualities, but to them is added instinct, or that which will some day blossom into mentality.  Finally, we come to the human being, who shows all these qualities in a far greater degree, for the fourth kingdom is but the macrocosm for the three lower.  Man demonstrates intelligent activity, he is capable of emotion or love, and has added yet another factor, that of intelligent will.  He is the deity of his own little system; he is not only conscious, but he is self-conscious.  He builds his own body of manifestation, just as does the Logos, only on a tiny scale; he controls his little system by the great law of attraction and repulsion, as does the Logos, and he energises it and synthesises his threefold nature into a coherent unit.  He is the three in one, and the one in three, just as is the Logos. (CA Page 68-69)

Let us first briefly recapitulate, in order that we may approach our subject to-night with certain ideas clearly formulated.  We have seen that our interpretation of the processes of nature necessitates a threefold concept, which concerns itself with the life aspect, with the substance aspect, and with their close interrelation through the faculty of intelligence manifesting as consciousness of some kind or other.  This interrelation will produce, finally, the perfected expression (through the medium of matter) of the conscious purpose of some indwelling entity.  I seek to emphasise the fact that the goal of my endeavour is to put before you a hypothesis and a suggestion which may have within it the germ of a possible [Page 78] truth, and which seems to some of us the clearest way of explaining the mystery of the universe.  We have seen that the three parts of the one great whole are Spirit, or Life, manifesting through a second factor which we call substance or matter, and utilising a third factor, which we call the intelligence.  In the gradual synthesis of these three component aspects of deity can be seen the evolution of consciousness. 
(CA Page 77-78).

INITIATION, HUMAN AND SOLAR:-

The Departmental Heads.

The Manu.

The Bodhisattva.

The Mahachohan.

As has been said, these three great Beings represent the triplicity of all manifestation, and might be expressed under the following form, remembering that all this deals with subjectivity, and therefore with the evolution of consciousness and primarily with self-consciousness in man.

Consciousness


The Manu
The Bodhisattva
The Mahachohan

Matter aspect

Spirit aspect 

Intelligence aspect.

Form 


Life 


Mind.

The Not-Self 

The Self 

The relation between.

Body 


Spirit 


Soul.
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Or, in words strictly dealing with self-conscious realisation,

Politics


Religion

Science. 

Government

Beliefs


Civilisation. 

Races


Faiths


Education. 

All human beings belong to one or other of these three departments, and all are of equal importance, for Spirit and matter are one.  All are so interdependent, being but expressions of one life, that the endeavour to express the functions of the three departments in tabular form is liable to lead to error. 
(IHS Page 109-110).

THE LIGHT OF THE SOUL:-

2. The transfer of the consciousness from a lower vehicle into a higher is part of the great creative and evolutionary process.

This is a very free translation but conveys a clear interpretation of the truth to be grasped.  The evolution of consciousness and the effect of that evolution upon the vehicles in which the conscious entity functions, is the sum total of the [Page 382] processes of nature and from the standpoint of the intelligent human unit, three words cover the process and the result.  These words are, transfer, transmutation, and transformation. (LS Page 381-382).
A TREATISE ON COSMIC FIRE:-

A permanent atom follows the line of the least resistance of force, and is passing out of the control of the Deva Lord and coming under the control of positive life.  This concerns the evolution of consciousness in substance. (TCF Page 517).

On the path of involution, the seven great Breaths or Sounds drove to the atomic subplane of each plane, and [Page 575] there the basic vibration repeated in its own little world the method of logoic vibration, giving rise itself to six subsidiary breaths.  We get the same correspondence here as we did in the matter of the Rays, for we shall find that the lines of vibration are 1-2-4-6.  Logically this would be so, for involution is negative, receptive, and corresponds to the feminine pole, just as the abstract rays were 2-4-6.  This truth requires meditation, and an attempt to think abstractly; it is linked to the fact that the whole second system is receptive and feminine; it concerns the evolution of consciousness of the psyche. (TCF Page 574-575).

This matter is of real difficulty, for the subject is abstruse and profound.  We will now leave these basic ideas, and deal more specifically with the devas with whom we are immediately concerned, or with the three groups I have outlined—the Agnichaitans, the Agnisuryans, and the Agnishvattas.  They are concerned primarily with the evolution of the dense body of the Logos, the liquid, gaseous and dense subplanes of the [Page 633] cosmic physical, or the three worlds of human endeavour; with the magnetic radiation of the Logos through His physical vehicle, and with the radiatory emanations of the particular Heavenly Man Who is expressing Himself through our planet.  Finally they are concerned with the evolution of consciousness7 in the three worlds, and particularly with the individualisation of the human unit of consciousness, and with the vitalisation of the centres in the body of the Heavenly Man with Whom we are peculiarly connected. (TCF Page 632-633).

Finally, the student should very carefully study here the significance of the numbers three, four and five in the evolution of consciousness.  Numerology has hitherto been studied primarily, and rightly, from the substance aspect, but not so much from the standpoint of conscious energy.  The Triad, for instance, is usually looked upon by our students as the triangle formed by the manasic-buddhic and atmic permanent atoms; the cube stands for the lower material man, and the five-pointed star has frequently a very material interpretation.  All these angles of vision are necessary, and must precede the study of the subjective aspect, but they lay the emphasis upon the material rather than upon the subjective; the subject nevertheless should be studied psychologically.  In this solar system, the above numbers are the most important from the angle of the evolution of consciousness. [Page 696] In the earlier system, the numbers six and seven held the mystery hid.  In the next system, it will be two and one.  This refers only to the psychical development.  Let me illustrate:  The five-pointed star on the mental plane signifies (among other things) the evolution, by means of the five senses in the three worlds (which are also capable of a fivefold differentiation) of the fifth principle, the attainment of self-consciousness, and the development of the fifth spirilla. (TCF Page 695-696).

To sum up:  There is a stage in the evolution of consciousness where the three, the four and the five blend and merge perfectly.  Confusion on this point arises from two causes which are the point of individual achievement of the student.  We interpret and colour statements according to the state of our own inner consciousness.  H. P. B. hints at this32 when dealing with the principles; also the interpretation of these figures varies according to the key employed.  The fifth or spiritual kingdom is entered when the units of the fourth kingdom have succeeded in vitalizing the fifth spirilla in all the atoms of the threefold lower man; when they [Page 698] have unfolded three of the egoic petals and are in process of unfolding the fourth and fifth and when they are becoming conscious of the pranic force of the Heavenly Man.

(c.) The Solar Angels and the Fifth Principle.  We can now study the Entities concerned with this fifth principle and their effect upon the evolution of consciousness.

Where man is concerned these solar Angels, the Agnishvattas, produce the union of the spiritual Triad, or divine Self, and the Quaternary, or lower self.  Where the Logos is concerned, whether solar or planetary, they produce conditions whereby the etheric, and the dense physical become a unit. (TCF Page 697-698).

Initiation marks a stage in the intensification of "solar Fire."  It has relation to the achievement of Vishnu, and marks a point in the evolution of consciousness, through self-consciousness to group consciousness, or universal consciousness. (TCF Page 731).

This triple responsibility above referred to exists for the atom or for the solar Logos, and the trend of the evolutionary process is to make each unit, microcosm and macrocosm, an intelligent co-operator, responsive to forces impinging upon it externally, and aware of its own internal economy and of the latent forces and energies which it has to contribute to the good of the whole.  Man, standing as he does at the middle point in evolution, and marking the stage in the evolution of consciousness where a triple awareness is possible,—awareness of individuality, awareness of the forces which are subhuman and [Page 1212] which must be controlled, and awareness of a place within the plan and purpose of a greater Man—must, therefore, rightly be regarded as the most important of the evolutions, for through him can be worked out intelligently the laws of group unity for all the three groups, superhuman, human, and subhuman. (TCF Page 1211-1212).

ESOTERIC PSYCHOLOGY - VOLUME I:-

It is the inner relations with which I deal in this treatise, [Page 237] and with the inner ray influences, which bring about the desired outer results.  It is the goal of the evolving consciousness which I seek to make clear.  Science can handle with skill and insight the evolution of form.  I shall endeavour to lay the ground for that coming science (of which modern psychology is the experimental beginning) which will deal as easily with the evolution of consciousness as modern science deals with the form expressions of life.  Only when that newer science has been brought to the point of development at which material science now stands will it be possible to consider the evolution of life, through consciousness in form.  I have here made a basic and synthetic statement which needs grasping.  Those whose consciousness is expanding out of the human to the egoic will follow my reasoning with a measure of facility. (EPV I Page 236-237).

ESOTERIC PSYCHOLOGY - VOLUME II:-

However, (and this is the fact of supreme importance), all this activity, all this directed unfoldment, all this evolving purpose and livingness, all the events in all the kingdoms of nature, and all the phases of life-conditioning in the human family, plus the kaleidoscope of events, the emergence of characteristics and tendencies, the appearance of forms with their unique colouring, qualities and activities, the syntheses and fusions, the urges, instincts and aspirations, the manifested loves and hates (as expressions of the great law of attraction and repulsion), the producing of civilisations, of the sciences and arts in all their wonder and beauty,—all this is but the expression of the will-to-be of certain Beings or Lives.  Their consciousness so far transcends the human that only the initiate of high degree can enter into Their true Plan.  What we see today is only the expression of Their energies in the processes of form-making and of the evolution of consciousness.  The Plan, as it is sensed by the world disciples, in the attempt to work and cooperate with it, is only the sensing of that portion of it which concerns the human consciousness.  We have not yet been able to catch even a glimmer of the vastness of the synthetic Plan for evolutions other than human, both superhuman and subhuman; nor can we grasp the fabric of God's ideal as it underlies the sum total of the manifested processes, even upon our little planet.  All we [Page 29] really know is the fact of the Plan, and that it is very good; that we are enfolded within it and subject to it. 
(EPV II Page 28-29).

The early stages of human development are—as in all else in nature,—apparently inchoate and formless, from the angle of the true pattern, existing eternal in the Heavens.  There is a physical form, but the inner, fluid, subjective nature, emotional and mental, in no way conforms to the pattern, and, therefore, the outer form is also inadequate.  But crisis after crisis occurs, and the inner form nature responds more definitely and precisely to the outer impact of the soul impetus [Page 57] (note this paradoxical phrase), until the astral vehicle and the mental body are consciously appropriated, and as consciously used.  It must never be forgotten that evolution (as we understand it and as it must be studied by the human intellect) is the story of the evolution of consciousness and not the story of the evolution of form.  This latter evolution is implicit in the other and of secondary importance from the occult angle.  Consciousness is literally the reaction of active intelligence to the pattern.  Today, it is as if we were responding consciously and with an increasingly intelligent purpose to the design as laid down by the Master Builder upon the tracing board.  As yet we do not and cannot enter into that Cosmic Mind and vibrate in conscious unison with the divine Idea nor grasp the Plan as it is sensed and seen by the cosmic Thinker.  We have to work with the design, with the pattern, and with the Plan, for we are only as yet in process of being initiated into that Plan and we are not aware of the true significance of those great Identifications which enabled the Carpenter of Nazareth to say:  "I and my Father are one." (EPV II Page 56-57).

It is of interest to bear in mind that the process of the appropriation of the bodies, presents similar stages with respect to the evolution of the form and to the evolution of the indwelling life.  In the history of the material aspect of manifestation, there have been (as the occult books teach) the following stages:

1. The stage of involution, or of appropriation, and of construction of the vehicles of expression upon the downward arc, where the emphasis is upon the building, growth and appropriation of the bodies, and not so much upon the indwelling, conscious Entity.

2. The stage of evolution, or of refinement and the development of quality, leading to liberation upon the upward arc.

It is the same in the psychological history of the human being.  There too we find a somewhat similar process, divided into two stages, marking the involution and the evolution of consciousness. 
(EPV II Page 327).

ESOTERIC ASTROLOGY:-

The peculiar significance of Leo in the general evolution of consciousness, particularly in the human family, is determined by the control of those two mysterious planets, Uranus and Neptune; in the man who is ready for initiation you have, therefore, a dual control, i.e., the Sun itself and also the Sun as it veils the influences of these two planets, or rather, as it focusses and transmits them with intensity. This produces the following developments:

1. The Sun—Full self-consciousness. This—through the influence of the physical Sun and the "heart of the Sun"—produces awareness of the relation of the higher self and the lower self. Man becomes aware of his essential duality.

2. Uranus—Occult consciousness or that intelligent, fusing condition which produces the scientific at-one-ment of the two factors, higher and lower self, through the intelligent use of the mind.

3. Neptune—Mystical consciousness or that innate sensitivity which leads unerringly to the higher vision, to the recognition of the inter-relation involved in man's [Page 307] essential duality during the process of manifestation, plus the activity of the mediator. (EA Page 306).

Aries, the initiator of impulses (either the impulse to incarnate or the impulse to return to the originating source) is closely in touch with one of the stars in the Great Bear to which we give the name "Pointer" in common parlance. This Pointer is a "major star of direction" because through it (in this world cycle) flows the will to unify and to bring about synthesis. This is the force which brings about the fusion or integration of the personality, the at-one-ment of personality and soul, the unification of humanity or the Great Approach of the Hierarchy to Humanity. It will produce also the integration of our Earth into the body of the "sacred planets" and the consequent establishing of a triangle of force composed of the Pointer, Aries and our Earth. This triangular relationship will have a potent effect upon the solar system as well as upon the planet itself and is also one of the factors producing the shift in the Earth's axis. Related to this triangle is a secondary one within our sun's orbit, composed of Vulcan, Pluto and the Earth. In the Archives of the Great Lodge this is referred to symbolically as:

[Page 483] 
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This is one of the most interesting and informing astrological symbols I have given you and indicates a most momentous relationship. You have here two major and three minor energies brought into close relation; this is analogous to the two major rays and the three minor rays which condition a human being in manifestation. These are the five energies which concern the informing life of our planet. They produce, in humanity, conscious evolution, direction and the founding of Shamballa upon the Earth. They are the five energies connected with the will-to-be, but from the consciousness angle and not the material expression of manifestation. Their activity and united influence in the realm of consciousness produced the appearance of another triangle: Leo, Polaris and another of the Pointers and these two groups form an interlocking directorate, potently effective in the evolution of consciousness. (EA Page 482-483).

5. It is interesting to have in mind that Ray V governs the evolution of consciousness through the revolution of its triangle: Leo, Sagittarius and Aquarius. This is from the angle of hierarchical effort, as I earlier pointed out. Throughout human evolution, this major triangle governs the relation of humanity, through the mind, to the Hierarchy and the approach of that Hierarchy to the human centre of energy. Let me recall to your attention the following facts in this connection:



|
The Approach of the Hierarchy
Lemurian in date. Proceeding



|

steadily always. 



|
The PAST
Impetus then given still persists. 

Sagittarius
|



|
Mental unfoldment
Instinct. Intellect. Intuition. 



|
The work of the Master Mason
To raise humanity to the



|

mountain top of initiation. 



|
The work of the Hierarchy
To raise the mass consciousness. 



|
The PRESENT
To capitalise on the original



|


impetus of this sign.

Leo

|
Psychic development
The growth of the response



|


apparatus and the synthesis of the



|


inner awareness.



|
The work of the Entered Apprentice
To learn and acquire knowledge. 
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|
The Achievement of the Hierarchy
The self-consciousness of Leo



|


gives place to the group



|


consciousness of Aquarius. 



|
The FUTURE
The merging of the human centre

Aquarius
|


and the Hierarchy. 



|
Soul Expansion
Recognition of relation. 



|
The work of the Fellow Craft
The building and service of the



|


temple of humanity. 

From the standpoint of our theme (the evolution of consciousness) it must never be forgotten that the aim is to bring the solar Angel, the Son of Mind (called in The Secret Doctrine, the Divine Manasaputra) into the seat of power. This task is pre-eminently entrusted to the three great Lives Who function through Gemini-Libra-Aquarius. (EA Page 492-493).

The symbol for the Cardinal Cross is more complicated and can be portrayed thus:
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Here you have the triangle of manifested Monad, plus the three cycles of four energies, focussed and blended in unity; you have also the line of evolution (the evolution of consciousness) going down deep into, and becoming inclusive of matter and at the same time reaching out into the "Spaces of Divinity." (EA Page 561).
In considering this process, I would have you study Tabulation X, for it is a symbolic form, embodying what I seek to convey. I would point out that the will aspect—as it is embodied in the rays and transmitted by the constellations—works out destructively when concentrated through an orthodox planet and constructively when concentrated through an esoteric planet. Here you have the secret guide to the significance of death and immortality. This is something which the average astrologer will be unable to prove because the cycles involved are too long; intuitively he can however grasp the probability of my proposition. May I again remind you that our theme is the divine plan, purpose and will; it is not the evolution of consciousness, or of the second aspect of divinity. It concerns spirit and not soul. We are attempting in some measure to formulate the life of the Father, the will of the Monad and the purpose of Spirit. In all these (the three aspects of the will) lies germinating the seed of the next solar system, the third, and the fruition of the Personality Manifestation of the Logos. We need, therefore, to formulate the interpretation of the seven rays in terms of will and not of love or consciousness. This we will now attempt to do. 

(EA Page 596).

In time and space and from the angle of humanity, the triangle of constellations is Virgo, Gemini and Pisces and not the order as here given, which is Gemini, Virgo, Pisces; the latter is the angle from the standpoint of Shamballa.




|
Cancer, 




|
Libra
working through five planets:

RAY III. Active 

|

The Moon, Venus, Saturn,


Intelligence.
|

Neptune, Uranus.




|
Capricorn.

In this divine expression of ray energy is to be found the key or clue to what is commonly called evolution. The emphasis, is necessarily from the angle of the form nature and upon the phenomenal side. Today, however, the evolutionary process can be considered from the two aspects of the evolution of form and the evolution of consciousness; science and psychology contribute to this a gradually developing whole or picture. But that which I deal with here is the evolution of That which is both consciousness and form but which is more than either, i.e. the One Who wills to manifest and to know or to become aware. It is this which lies behind and which is greater than the Identity in time and space to which we give the name Logos. I seek to deal, therefore, with the Creative Will which is dynamically manifesting, consciously establishing contact and persistently focussed in the form whilst time and space endure. 

(EA Page 627-628).

THE RAYS AND THE INITIATIONS:-

There is still another set of phrases dealing with that through which the perfected Sons of God in Their high place must pass when Their work is done on Earth and a greater glory reveals itself ahead.  But this I give not.  I give only three symbols, which are:

The womb...individualisation...separation.

Leading to personality integration and self-realisation.

Climaxing on the Path of Initiation...the birth of the Christ.

Producing intelligent activity.

Initiation.

The two-leaved door...initiation...group consciousness.

Leading to soul expression.

Climaxing in the third initiation.

Producing loving living.

The third initiation.

The eye of the needle..higher evolution..monadic consciousness.

Leading to life expression.

Climaxing in the fifth initiation.

Producing purposeful life.

Consummation.

Such are the three points of entrance to the three planetary centres:  Humanity, Hierarchy and Shamballa. (RI Page 117).

It will therefore be apparent to you inferentially, how comparatively few of the Members of our Hierarchy have yet been able to reach the state or condition of development which would warrant Their forming a part of the [Page 207] great Council, or which would enable them to respond to the O, sounded out at intervals of one hundred years by Sanat Kumara.  It is this sound which gathers together the responsive Units into the Council.  This Council is held at one hundred year intervals, and as far as our modern humanity is concerned, these Councils have been held—under our arbitrary dates—in 1725, 1825, 1925.

At these Councils, Those Who are responsible for the planetary development, along certain predetermined lines, make Their reports; decision is made as to new unfoldments; certain types of energy, cosmic and solar, are made available for the carrying forward of the Plans which implement the Purpose; the evolution of consciousness in the three worlds receives, necessarily, major attention. 

(RI Page 206-207).

