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We had a still greater surprise in store for the 

prejudiced public; it was this: 

Lepracaun! Banshee! Deence She! Matha de Danaun! 

A LECTURE ENTITLED 

“THE IRISH FAIRIES SCIENTIFICALL Y CONSIDERED,” 

will (by special request) be delivered by 

COLONEL OLCOTT 

(President of the Theosophical Society) 

On Monday evening, 21st October, at eight o’clock, in 

the 

ANTIENT CONCERT ROOMS, 

Great Brunswick Street. 

_______ 

“Lay your ear close to the hill, 

Do you not catch the tiny clamor, 

Busy click of an elfin hammer, 

V oice of the Lepracaun singing shrill 

As he merrily plies his trade?”



This was said to be the first time that this most 

popular of Irish beliefs— superstitions, the 

conceited ignorants call it—had been handled 

in this serious manner. The Daily News 

(London) gave an editorial column to it, and 

said that unquestionably I must be a man of 

moral courage to stand up and defend a belief 

that it had been so long the fashion to laugh at

—or words to that effect. The fact is, I wanted 

to give the tens of thousands of good people 

who secretly cherished this charming tradition 

the comfort of knowing that, under the 

classification of Nature Spirits, or Elementals, 

the existence of their fairies is believed in by a 

vast majority of mankind. To prepare for the 

lecture, I spent as much time as I could at the 

National Library, in Kildare Street, looking up 

every book that treated the subject.



I found most of the authors who pretended 

to speak in the name of Science displaying 

as much ignorance as prejudice; and one—I 

think it was Grant Allen—remarked that 

“the Irish fairies went out when the Board 

Schoolmaster opened his doors”. He did not 

see that the easy way to account for this fact 

is that the cultivation of the lower 

rationalistic faculty tends to cut off the finer 

soul-perceptions which put man in close 

touch with the finer forces of Nature, and to 

destroy whatever clairvoyant faculty he may 

have inherited. So that while the “fairies” do 

vanish, it is only from the sight of the so-

called educated brain, the unspoiled 

peasantry enjoying now, as they ever did, 

the realisation of the next subtler plane of 

consciousness.  –ODL4:197-200



VERSE 7 

Make thy calculations, O 

Lanoo, if thou wouldst learn 

the correct age of thy small 

wheel (chain). Its fourth spoke 

is our Mother (Earth) (a). 

Reach the fourth "fruit" of the 

fourth path of knowledge that 

leads to Nirvana, and thou 

shalt comprehend, for thou 

shalt see (b).





It lives undeniably, and has settled in all its 
ineradicable strength and power in the Asiatic 
Aryan heart from the Third Race direct through its 
first "mind-born" sons,—the fruits of Kriyasakti. As 
time rolled on the holy caste of Initiates produced 
but rarely, and from age to age, such perfect 
creatures: beings apart, inwardly, though the same 
as those who produced them, outwardly. 
While in the infancy of the third primitive race:— 

    "A creature of a more exalted kind 

    Was wanting yet, and therefore was designed; 

    Conscious of thought, of more capacious breast 

    For empire formed and fit to rule the rest. . . . .” 

It was called into being, a ready and perfect vehicle 
for the incarnating denizens of higher spheres, 
who took forthwith their abodes in these forms 
born of Spiritual WILL and the natural divine power 
in man. It was a child of pure Spirit, mentally 
unalloyed with any tincture of earthly element. Its 
physical frame alone was of time and of life, as it 
drew its intelligence direct from above.

VERSE 7 

Make thy calculations, O 

Lanoo, if thou wouldst learn 

the correct age of thy small 

wheel (chain). Its fourth spoke 

is our Mother (Earth) (a). 

Reach the fourth "fruit" of the 

fourth path of knowledge that 

leads to Nirvana, and thou 

shalt comprehend, for thou 

shalt see (b).



It lives undeniably, and has settled in all its 
ineradicable strength and power in the Asiatic 
Aryan heart from the Third Race direct through its 
first "mind-born" sons,—the fruits of Kriyasakti. As 
time rolled on the holy caste of Initiates produced 
but rarely, and from age to age, such perfect 
creatures: beings apart, inwardly, though the same 
as those who produced them, outwardly. 
While in the infancy of the third primitive race:— 

    "A creature of a more exalted kind 

    Was wanting yet, and therefore was designed; 

    Conscious of thought, of more capacious breast 

    For empire formed and fit to rule the rest. . . . .” 

It was called into being, a ready and perfect vehicle 
for the incarnating denizens of higher spheres, 
who took forthwith their abodes in these forms 
born of Spiritual WILL and the natural divine power 
in man. It was a child of pure Spirit, mentally 
unalloyed with any tincture of earthly element. Its 
physical frame alone was of time and of life, as it 
drew its intelligence direct from above.

VERSE 7 

Make thy calculations, O 

Lanoo, if thou wouldst learn 

the correct age of thy small 

wheel (chain). Its fourth spoke 

is our Mother (Earth) (a). 

Reach the fourth "fruit" of the 

fourth path of knowledge that 

leads to Nirvana, and thou 

shalt comprehend, for thou 

shalt see (b).





Sidrat al-Muntaha



"The Ash Yggdrasil" (1886) by Friedrich Wilhelm Heine
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How comes our physical body to the state of 

perfection it is found in now? Through millions of 

years of evolution, of course, yet never through, 

or from, animals, as taught by materialism. For, as 

Carlyle says:—". . . The essence of our being, the 

mystery in us that calls itself 'I,'—what words 

have we for such things?—it is a breath of 

Heaven, the highest Being reveals himself in 

man. This body, these faculties, this life of ours, is 

it not all as a vesture for the UNNAMED?” 

The breath of heaven, or rather the breath of life, 

called in the Bible Nephesh, is in every animal, in 

every animate speck as in every mineral atom. 

But none of these has, like man, the 

consciousness of the nature of that highest 

Being,* as none has that divine harmony in its 

form which man possesses.
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The Great Ones have explained to us 

that our system of worlds is made up 

of Seven Wheels. Each of these 

wheels is spinning on one of the 

major spokes, which are the Seven 

born out of the One. The fourth 

spoke is the parent of our globe, for 

we are on the fourth of the lesser 

wheels. We are in the fifth division of 

the fourth wheel, for our present 

race is the fifth division of the human 

world period; and the human world 

period is the fourth spoke of the 

Great Wheel composed of seven 

world periods. It is by this rather 

abstract method of calculation that 

man is able to determine his true 

position in the Great Plan.
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(a) The hierarchy of Creative Powers is divided into 
seven (or 4 and 3) esoteric, within the twelve great 
Orders, recorded in the twelve signs of the Zodiac; 
the seven of the manifesting scale being 
connected, moreover, with the Seven Planets. All 
this is subdivided into numberless groups of divine 
Spiritual, semi-Spiritual, and ethereal Beings. 

The Chief Hierarchies among these are hinted at in 
the great Quaternary, or the "four bodies and the 
three faculties" of Brahmâ exoterically, and the 
Panchâsyam, the five Brahmâs, or the five Dhyani-
Buddhas in the Buddhist system. 

The highest group is composed of the divine 
Flames, so-called, also spoken of as the "Fiery 
Lions" and the "Lions of Life," whose esotericism is 
securely hidden in the Zodiacal sign of Leo. It is the 
nucleole of the superior divine World (see 
Commentary in first pages of Addendum). They are 
the formless Fiery Breaths, identical in one aspect 
with the upper Sephirothal TRIAD, which is placed 
by the Kabalists in the "Archetypal World."

VERSE 1 

1. Behold the beginning of sentient 

formless life (a). 

First, the Divine (vehicle) (b), the 

One from the mother-spirit (atman); 

then the Spiritual—(atma-buddhi, 

spirit-soul)*  (c); (again) the Three 

from the One (d), the Four from the 

One (e), and the Five (f), from which 

the Three, the Five and the Seven (g)

—These are the Three-fold and the 

Four-fold downward; the "Mind-born 

sons of the First Lord 

(Avalôkitêswara) the Shining Seven 

(the "builders")†. It is They who are 

Thou, Me, Him, O Lanoo; They who 

watch over thee and Thy Mother, 

Bhumi (the earth).
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The 7 Creative Hierarchies of the 2nd Solar System
6 I Divine Flames, Divine Lives, Lions of Life, Sons of Necessity, Burning sons 

of desire. EA39. The Son of God Himself, the 1st born in a cosmic sense. 
EA38. 

Symbol: Golden lotus w/ petals folded. EA38. 
The #’s for CH’s 1-7 listed below are from EA36. 

6-1-7 

1. Leo 
Sun [Uranus] 

Orange 
Head Center

Energy Types from 7 Constellations

Parashakti– Supreme energy 
The 1st aspect of the 6th type of cosmic electricity. 

[Notice correlation to #’s in the “Names” column] EA39.  
Expresses the mental vibration of the solar logos. EA40.

7

7 II Divine Builders, (Conferring Soul), Bright-crested. SD1-453. 
7-2-6

2. Virgo 
Jupiter– Blue– Heart Center

Kriyashakti– Materializing ideal 
The 2nd aspect of the 7th type of force

6

8 III Lesser Builders (Conferring form), The Triple Flowers,  
The Triads. EA40. 

Lords of Sacrifice and Love. EA41. 
8-3-5

3. Libra 
Saturn– Green– Throat 

Center

Jnanashakti– Force of Mind 
Wields the 3rd aspect of electric force of the 1st type of 
cosmic energy. They stand for the recurrent cycle of that 

1st type symbolized by the number 8. EA41. 

5

9 IV Human Hierarchy, The Initiates, Lords of Sacrifice, Lords of Love, Human 
Monads, Imperishable Jivas. EA42. Solar Angels. Lords of Flame  

9-4-4

4. Scorpio 
Mercury– Yellow– [Solar 

Plexus] 

Mantrikashakti 
The WORD made flesh– Speech

4

10 V Human Personality, The Crocodiles [Dragons], Makara, the mystery 
Seekers of Satisfaction. EA41. The Perfect Ones. EA42. The Fivefold 

Links,  
The Benign Uniters, Producers of Atonement, Saviours of the Race,  

The Hearts of Fiery Love. EA46. 
10-5-3

5. Capricorn 
Venus– Indigo– [Spleen]

Ichchhashakti 
Will to manifest

3

11 VI Lunar Lords, Sacrificial Fires, Greater Builders 
11-6-2

6. Sagittarius 
Mars– Red

Kundalinishakti 
Energy of Matter. Form

2

12 VII Elemental Lives, The Basket of Nourishment 
The Blinded Lives, The Lesser Builders 

12-7-1

7. Aquarius 
The Moon– Violet

None 
[Instinctual selfishness]

1





For the occultists it is both Spirit 

and Matter. Behind the “mode of 

motion,” now regarded as “the 

property of matter” and nothing 

more, they perceive the radiant 

noumenon. It is the “Spirit of 

Light,” the first born of the Eternal 

pure Element, whose energy (or 

emanation) is stored in the Sun, 

the great Life-Giver of the physical 

world, as the hidden Concealed 

Spiritual Sun is the Light– and 

Life-Giver– of the Spiritual and 

Psychic Realms...  

These beings are the “Sons of 

Light,” because they emanate 

from, and are self-generated in, 

that infinite Ocean of Light, whose 

one pole is pure Spirit lost in the 

absoluteness of Non-Being, and 

the other, the matter in which it 

condenses, crystallizing into a 

more and more gross type as it 

descends into manifestation. 

Therefore matter, though it is, in 

one sense, but the illusive dregs of 

that Light whose limbs are the 

Creative Forces, yet has in it the 

full presence of the Soul thereof, 

of that Principle, which none — 

not even the “Sons of Light,” 

evolved from its absolute 

darkness — will ever know. The 

idea is as beautifully, as it is 

truthfully, expressed by Milton, 

who hails the holy Light, which is 

the —  

“Offspring of Heaven, first-born,  

And of th’ Eternal co-eternal beam; 

 Since God is light,  

And never but in unapproached 

Light Dwelt from Eternity, dwelt 

then in thee Bright effluence, of 

bright essence increate.” –SD1:481



The first great Hierarchy is emanated from 

the Heart of the central Spiritual Sun. It is the 

Son of God Himself, the First Born in a 

cosmic sense, even as the Christ was the 

"Eldest in a vast family of brothers," and the 

"first flower on the human plant." The 

symbol of this Hierarchy is the Golden Lotus 

with its twelve petals folded… This first  

[sixth] Hierarchy has for its type of energy 

the first aspect of the sixth type of cosmic 

electricity, and wields special power, 

therefore, in conjunction with the lowest fire, 

or "fire by friction," as it makes itself felt on 

the sixth plane. These lives are called "the 

burning Sons of Desire" and were the Sons 

of Necessity. It is said of them in the Old 

Commentary: "They burned to know. They 

rushed into the spheres. They are the 

longing of the Father for the Mother. Hence 

do they suffer, burn, and long through the 

sixth sphere of sense. –TCF:1196

6 I Divine Flames, Divine Lives, Lions of Life, Sons of Necessity, Burning 
sons of desire. EA39. The Son of God Himself, the 1st born in a cosmic 

sense. EA38. 
Symbol: Golden lotus w/ petals folded. EA38. 
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The same hierarchy, with the same numbers, is 
found in the Japanese system, in the "Beginnings" 
as taught by both the Shinto and the Buddhist 
sects. In this system, Anthropogenesis precedes 
Cosmogenesis, as the Divine merges into the 
human, and creates midway in its descent into 
matter—the visible Universe. The legendary 
personages—remarks reverentially Omoie—"having 
to be understood as the stereotyped embodiment 
of the higher (secret) doctrine, and its sublime 
truths." To state it at full length, however, would 
occupy too much of our space, but a few words on 
this old system cannot be out of place. The 
following is a short synopsis of this Anthropo-
Cosmogenesis, and it shows how closely the most 
separated notions echoed one and the same 
Archaic teaching. 

When all was as yet Chaos (Kon-ton) three spiritual 
Beings appeared on the stage of future creation: (1) 
Ame no ani naka nushi no Kami, "Divine Monarch of 
the Central Heaven"; (2) Taka mi onosubi no Kami, 
"Exalted, imperial Divine offspring of Heaven and the 
Earth"; and (3) Kamu mi musubi no Kami, "Offspring 
of the Gods," simply.
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1. Dharmakaya (Truth Body): The ultimate, formless 

reality and essence of the Buddha. 

2. Sambhogakaya (Bliss Body): The celestial form that 

enjoys the fruits of enlightenment and teaches 

advanced practitioners. 

3. Nirmanakaya (Emanation Body): The physical 

manifestation of the Buddha in the world, such as 

Siddhartha Gautama
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These were without form or substance (our arupa 
triad), as neither the celestial nor the terrestrial 
substance had yet differentiated, "nor had the 
essence of things been formed." 

In the Zohar—which, as now arranged and re-edited 
by Moses de Leon, with the help of Syrian and 
Chaldean Christian Gnostics in the XIIth century, and 
corrected and revised still later by many Christian 
hands, is only a little less exoteric than the Bible itself
—this divine "Vehicle" no longer appears as it does in 
the "Chaldean Book of Numbers." True enough, Ain-
Soph, the ABSOLUTE ENDLESS NO-THING, uses also the 
form of the ONE, the manifested "Heavenly man" (the 
FIRST CAUSE) as its chariot (Mercabah, in Hebrew; 
Vahan, in Sanskrit) or vehicle to descend into, and 
manifest through, in the phenomenal world. But the 
Kabalists neither make it plain how the ABSOLUTE can 
use anything, or exercise any attribute whatever, 
since, as the Absolute, it is devoid of attributes; nor 
do they explain that in reality it is the First Cause 
(Plato's Logos) the original and eternal IDEA, that 
manifests through Adam Kadmon, the Second Logos, 
so to speak. 
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It is certain that Ibn Gebirol based his doctrines 

upon the oldest Kabalistic sources, namely, the 

“Chaldean Book of Numbers,” as well as some no 

longer extant Midrashim, the same, no doubt, 

as those used by Moses de Leon. –SD2:461fn 

The entire scheme is in the “Chaldean Book of 

Numbers,” and even in the Zohar, if one only 

understood the meaning of the apocalyptic 

hints. First comes En-Soph, the “Concealed of 

the Concealed,” then the Point, Sephira and the 

later Sephiroth; then the Atzilatic World, a World 

of Emanations that gives birth to three other 

worlds — called the Throne, the abode of pure 

Spirits; the second, the World of Formation, or 

Jetzira, the habitat of the Angels who sent forth 

the Third, or World of Action, the Asiatic World, 

which is the Earth or our World; and yet it is said 

of it that this world, also called Kliphoth, 

containing the (six other) Spheres, כלכלימ , and 

matter, is the residence of the “Prince of 

Darkness.” –SD2:111
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[It is the] dark mystery of non-Being; 

unconscious, yet absolute Consciousness; 

unrealisable, yet the one self-existing 

reality; truly, “a chaos to the sense, a 

Kosmos to the reason.” Its one absolute 

attribute, which is itself, eternal, 

ceaseless Motion, is called in esoteric 

parlance the “Great Breath,” which is the 

perpetual motion of the universe, in the 

sense of limitless, ever-present space. 
SD1:2
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watch over thee and Thy Mother, 

Bhumi (the earth).
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The first differentiation in 
the periodical manifestations 
of the ever-eternal nature, 
sexless and infinite “Aditi in 
that” (Rig Veda), the point in 
the disc, or potential Space 
within abstract Space. –SD1:4
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In the "Book of Numbers" it is explained that EN (or 

Ain, Aior) is the only self-existent, whereas its 

"Depth" (Bythos or Buthon of the Gnostics, called 

Propator) is only periodical. The latter is Brahmâ as 

differentiated from Brahma or Parabrahm. It is the 

Depth, the Source of Light, or Propator, which is the 

unmanifested Logos or the abstract Idea, and not 

Ain-Soph, whose ray uses Adam-Kadmon or the 

manifested Logos (the objective Universe) "male 

and female"—as a chariot through which to 

manifest. But in the Zohar we read the following 

incongruity: “Senior occultatus est et absconditus; 

Microprosopus manifestus est, et non manifestus." 

(Rosenroth; Liber Mysterii, IV., 1.) This is a fallacy, 

since Microprosopus or the microcosm, can only 

exist during its manifestations, and is destroyed 

during the Maha-Pralayas. Rosenroth's Kabala is no 

guide, but very often a puzzle.
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The Absolute:

The Original and Eternal IDEA



Parabrahm is not "God," because It is not 
a God. "It is that which is supreme, and 
not supreme (paravara)," explains 
Mandukya Upanishad. IT is "Supreme" as 
CAUSE, not supreme as effect. Parabrahm 

is simply, as a "Secondless Reality," the all-
inclusive Kosmos — or, rather, the infinite 
Cosmic Space — in the highest spiritual 
sense, of course. Brahma (neuter) being 
the unchanging, pure, free, undecaying 

supreme Root, "the ONE true Existence, 
Paramarthika," and the absolute Chit and 
Chaitanya (intelligence, consciousness) 
cannot be a cognizer, "for THAT can have 
no subject of cognition."  –SD1:6

Mandukya Upanishad, verses 1-3


