




















The sun is often symbolized with 
its rays in the form of a shaggy 
mane. Concerning the Masonic 
significance of Leo, Robert Hewitt 
Brown, 32°,  has written: "On the 
21st of June, when the sun arrives 
at the summer solstice, the 
constellation Leo--being but 30° in 
advance of the sun--appears to be 
leading the way, and to aid by his 
power ful paw in l if ting the sun up 
to the summit of the zodiacal arch. 
* * * This visible connection 
between the constellation Leo and 
the return of the sun to his place of 
power and glory,  at the summit of 
the Royal Arch of heaven, was the 
principal reason why that 
constellation was held in such high 
esteem and reverence by the 
ancients.  The astrologers 

distinguished Leo as the 'sole 
house of the sun,'  and taught that 
the world was created when the 
sun was in that sign. 'The l ion was 
adored in the East and the West by 
the Egyptians and the Mexicans. 
The chief Druid of Britain was 
styled a l ion.'"  (Stellar Theology and 
Masonic Astronomy . )  When the 
Aquarian Age is thoroughly 
established, the sun will  be in Leo, 
as will  be noted from the 
explanation previously given in 
this chapter regarding the 
distinction between geocentric 
and heliocentric astrology. Then, 
indeed, will  the secret religions of 
the world include once more the 
raising to initiation by the Grip of 
the Lion's Paw. (Lazarus will  come 
forth.)
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The antiquity of the zodiac is much 
in dispute. To contend that it  
originated but a mere few 
thousand years before the 
Christian Era is a colossal mistake 
on the part of those who have 
sought to compile data, 
concerning its origin. The zodiac 
necessarily must be ancient 
enough to go backward to that 
period when its signs and symbols 
coincided exactly with the 
positions of the constellations 
whose various creatures in their 
natural functions exemplified the 
outstanding features of the sun's 
activity during each of the twelve 
months. One author,  after many 
years of deep study on the subject,  
believed man's concept of the 
zodiac to be at least f ive mill ion 
years old. In all  probability it  is  one 

of the many things for which the 
modem world is indebted to the 
Atlantean or the Lemurian 
civil izations. About ten thousand 
years before the Christian Era there 
was a period of many ages when 
knowledge of every k ind was 
suppressed, tablets destroyed, 
monuments torn down, and every 
vestige of available material  
concerning previous civil izations 
completely obliterated. Only a few 
copper knives,  some arrowheads, 
and crude carvings on the walls of 
caves bear mute witness of those 
civil izations which preceded this 
age of destruction. Here and there 
a few gigantic structures have 
remained which, l ike the strange 
monoliths on Easter Island, are 
evidence of lost ar ts and sciences 
and lost races.



The Venus tablet of Ammisaduqa



Enuma Anu Enlil





The human race is exceedingly old. 
Modern science counts its age in 
tens of thousands of years;  
occultism, in tens of mill ions. There 
is an old saying that "Mother Earth 
has shaken many civil izations from 
her back," and it  is not beyond 
reason that the principles of 
astrology and astronomy were 
evolved mill ions of years before 
the first white man appeared. 

The occultists of the ancient world 
had a most remarkable 
understanding of the principle of 
evolution. They recognized all  l i fe 
as being in various stages of 
becoming .  They believed that 
grains of sand were in the process 
of becoming  human in 
consciousness but not necessarily 
in form; that human creatures were 

in the process of becoming 
planets;  that planets were in the 
process of becoming solar systems; 
and that solar systems were in the 
process of becoming cosmic 
chains;  and so on ad infinitum.  One 
of the stages between the solar 
system and the cosmic chain was 
called the zodiac ;  therefore they 
taught that at a certain time a solar 
system breaks up into a zodiac. The 
house of the zodiac become the 
thrones for twelve Celestial  
Hierarchies,  or as certain of the 
ancients state, ten Divine Orders.  
Pythagoras taught that 10, or the 
unit of the decimal system, was the 
most per fect of all  numbers,  and 
he symbolized the number ten by 
the lesser tetractys,  an arrangement 
of ten dots in the form of an 
upright tr iangle.
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1. The Monad: Unity, the source of all 
things. 

2. The Dyad: Duality, representing balance 
and opposition. 

3. The Triad: Harmony, the interaction of 
unity and duality. 

4. The Tetrad: The four elements and the 
structure of the physical world. 

5. The Pentad: Life and health, symbolizing 
the human microcosm. 

6. The Hexad: Order and structure, often 
linked to the harmony of the spheres. 

7. The Heptad: Spirit and mysticism, 
associated with the seven classical planets. 

8. The Ogdoad: Cosmic balance and justice. 

9. The Ennead: Completion and fulfillment, 
often linked to the nine celestial bodies. 

10. The Decad: Perfection and the return to 
unity, symbolizing the entire cosmos



The early star gazers,  after dividing 
the zodiac into its houses, 
appointed the three brightest stars 
in each constellation to be the 
joint rulers of that house. Then 
they divided the house into three 
sections of ten degrees each, 
which they called decans. These, in 
turn, were divided in half,  resulting 
in the breaking up of the zodiac 
into seventy-two duo-decans of 
f ive degrees each. Over each of 
these duo-decans the Hebrews 
placed a celestial  intell igence, or 
angel,  and from this system, has 
resulted the Qabbalistic 
arrangement of the seventy-two 
sacred names, which correspond to 
the seventy-two flowers,  knops, 
and almonds upon the seven-
branched Candlestick of the 
Tabernacle,  and the seventy-two 
men who were chosen from the 
Twelve Tribes to represent Israel.  

The only two signs not already 
mentioned are Gemini and 
Sagittarius.  The constellation of 
Gemini is generally represented as 
two small  children, who, according 
to the ancients,  were born out of 
eggs, possibly the ones that the 
Bull  broke with his horns. The 
stories concerning Castor and 
Pollux, and Romulus and Remus, 
may be the result of amplifying the 
myths of these celestial  Twins. The 
symbols of Gemini have passed 
through many modifications. The 
one used by the Arabians was the 
peacock. Two of the important 
stars in the constellation of Gemini 
sti l l  bear the names of Castor and 
Pollux. The sign of Gemini is 
supposed to have been the patron 
of phall ic worship, and the two 
obelisks,  or pil lars,  in front of 
temples and churches convey the 
same symbolism as the Twins.
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Exodus 14:19: 

 וַיִּסַּ֞ע מַלְאְַ֣ הָאֱלֹהִ֗ים הַהֹלְֵ֙ לִפְנֵי֙ מַחֲנֵ֣ה יִשְׂרָאֵ֔ל וַיֵּ֖לְֶ מֵאַחֲרֵיהֶ֑ם וַיִּסַּ֞ע עַמּ֤וּד הֶֽעָנןָ֙ מִפְּנֵיהֶ֔ם וַיַּֽעֲמֹ֖ד מֵאַחֲרֵיהֶֽם׃

Exodus 14:20: 

 וַיָּבֹ֗א בֵּֽין־מַחֲנֵ֤ה מִצְרַ֙יִם֙ וּבֵ֣ין מַחֲנֵ֣ה יִשְׂרָאֵ֔ל וַיְהִ֤י הֶֽעָנןָ֙ וְהַחֹ֔שְֶׁ וַיָּ֖אֶר אֶת־הַלָּ֑יְלָה וְלֹא־קָרַ֥ב זֶ֛ה אֶל־זֶ֖ה כָּל־הַלָּֽיְלָה׃

Exodus 14:21: 

וַיֵּ֨ט מֹשֶׁ֣ה אֶת־יָדֹ֗ו עַל־הַיָּם֮ וַיֹּולְֶ֩ יְהוָ֨ה אֶת־הַיָּם֙ בְּר֣וּחַ קָדִ֔ים עַזָּ֖ה כָּל־הַלַּ֑יְלָה וַיָּ֥שֶׂם אֶת־הַיָּ֖ם לֶחָרָבָֽה וַיִּבָּקְע֖וּ הַמָּֽיִם׃
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to the ancients,  were born out of 
eggs, possibly the ones that the 
Bull  broke with his horns. The 
stories concerning Castor and 
Pollux, and Romulus and Remus, 
may be the result of amplifying the 
myths of these celestial  Twins. The 
symbols of Gemini have passed 
through many modifications. The 
one used by the Arabians was the 
peacock. Two of the important 
stars in the constellation of Gemini 
sti l l  bear the names of Castor and 
Pollux. The sign of Gemini is 
supposed to have been the patron 
of phall ic worship, and the two 
obelisks,  or pil lars,  in front of 
temples and churches convey the 
same symbolism as the Twins.







The columns of Solomon's temple, Jachin 

and Boaz, are the emblems of the 

androgyne; they are also respectively male 

and female, white and black, square and 

round: the male a unity, the female a 

binary. In the later kabalistic treatise, the 

active principle is pictured by the sword, 

the passive by the sheath. –IU:



Apart from the importance of the influences of Gemini as 

the dominant power in the Mutable Cross,  it  is  one of the 

paramount zodiacal signs in that it  is  the major symbol of 

duality in the zodiac. I t  is  the constellation Gemini and 

its inherent second ray influence which control every one 

of the pairs of opposites in the Great Wheel.  Gemini,  

therefore, forms with each of the pairs of opposites in 

the Zodiac a third factor,  power fully influencing the 

other two constellations, and thus forms, with them, 

certain great zodiacal tr iangles.  These only become of 

importance when considering the horoscopes of 

advanced human beings or esoteric groups, but 

eventually—when casting the horoscope of a disciple or 

an initiate —the esoteric astrologer will  have to consider 

their potency. For instance, in the case of an initiate 

whose Sun is in Leo, the triangle of constellation 

energies determining the interpretation of the horoscope 

would be Leo-Aquarius-Gemini.  When dealing with a 

subject whose Sun is in Gemini itself,  the conditioning 

triangle would be Gemini-Sagittarius and Pisces—the 

latter forming a part of this tr iangle because it  marks 

both the end and the beginning and is,  for this great 

cycle of the zodiac, the Alpha and the Omega. –EA:346-7



The sign of Sagittarius consists of 

what the ancient Greeks called a 

centaur--a composite creature, 

the lower half  of whose body was 

in the form of a horse, while the 

upper half  was human. The 

centaur is generally shown with a 

bow and arrow in his hands, 

aiming a shaft far off into the 

stars.  Hence Sagittarius stands for 

two distinct principles:  f irst,  it  

represents the spiritual evolution 

of man, for the human form is 

r ising from the body of the beast;  

secondly,  it  is  the symbol of 

aspiration and ambition, for as 

the centaur aims his arrow at the 

stars,  so every human creature 

aims at a higher mark than he can 

reach. 

Albert Churchward, in The Signs 

and Symbols of  Primordial  Man,  

sums up the influence of the 

zodiac upon religious symbolism 

in the following words: "The 

division here [is]  in twelve parts,  

the twelve signs of the Zodiac, 

twelve tribes of Israel,  twelve 

gates of heaven mentioned in 

Revelation, and twelve entrances 

or portals to be passed through in 

the Great Pyramid, before finally 

reaching the highest degree, and 

twelve Apostles in the Christian 

doctrines,  and the twelve original 

and per fect points in Masonry."
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Sagittarius is sometimes depicted as an 

archer on a white horse and a study of 

the meaning of this symbolism will  

reveal a great deal of inner teaching. 

This is one of the later ways of 

portraying this constellation. Earlier,  in 

Atlantean days (from which period we 

have inherited what we know about 

astrology),  the sign was frequently 

depicted by the Centaur—the fabulous 

animal which was half  a man and half a 

horse. The horse symbolism dominated 

Atlantean myths and symbols,  just as 

the ram and the lamb are prominently 

to be found in our modern 

presentations. This earlier sign of the 

Centaur stood for the evolution and 

the development of the human soul,  

with its human objectives,  its 

selfishness,  its identification with form, 

its desire and its aspirations. The 

Archer on the white horse, which is the 

more strictly Aryan symbol for this 

sign, signifies the orientation of the 

man towards a definite goal.  The man is 

then not part of the horse but is freed 

from identification with it  and is the 

controll ing factor.  The definite goal of 

the Centaur,  which is the satisfaction of 

desire and animal incentives,  becomes 

in the later stages the goal of 

initiation, which meets with 

satisfaction in Capricorn, after the 

preliminary work has been done in 

Sagittarius.  The keynote of the Centaur 

is ambition. The keynote of the Archer 

is aspiration and direction, and both 

are expressions of human goals but 

one is of the personality and the other 

of the soul.  [Page 176] From ambition 

to aspiration, from selfishness to an 

intense desire for selflessness,  from 

individual one -pointed self-interest in 

Leo to the one -pointedness of the 

disciple in Sagittarius and thence to 

initiation in Capricorn.



I t  is  interesting to note that the 
astrological symbol for this sign currently 
used is simply the arrow with a fragment 
of the bow depicted. The Archer as well  as 
the Centaur have dropped out of the 
picture and this is largely because the 
emphasis or focus of human living today is 
not based upon the objective outer facts 
of l ife upon the physical plane but upon 
some form of inner focus or emphasis,  
which varies from the many stages of 
astral and emotional ambition to spiritual 
aspiration, and from the activities of the 
lower mind bent upon selfish interest to 
the i l lumination of the same mind through 
focus upon the soul.  An ancient catechism 
which all  disciples have to master,  asks the 
following questions and supplies the 
needed answers:   

"Where is  the animal,  O Lanoo? and where 
the Man?                                                                            

Fused into one,  O Master of  my Life.  The two 
are one.  But both have disappeared and 

naught remains but the deep fire of  my 
desire.   

Where is  the horse,  the white horse of  the 
soul? Where is  the rider of  that horse,  O 
Lanoo?  

Gone towards the gate,  O Master of  my Life.  
But something speeds ahead between the 
pil lars of  an open door—something that I  
myself  have loosed.   

And what remains to thee,  O wise Lanoo, 
now that the horses of  two kinds have left  
thee and the rider,  unattached, stands free? 
Now what remains?  

Naught but my bow and arrow, O Master of  
my Life,  but they suffice,  and, when the right 
t ime comes,  I ,  thy Lanoo, wil l  follow fast 
upon the shaft  I  sent.  The horses I  wil l  leave 
upon this side of  the door,  for them I  have 
no fur ther need.  I  enter free,  regain the 
arrow which I  sent and speed upon my way,  
passing from door to door,  and each time 
the arrow speeds ahead."  -EA:175-7

Attached or fused duality—the 
Centaur.   

Unattached duality—the Archer.   

Freedom or one -pointedness—the 
Bow and Arrow. –EA:177
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and per fect points in Masonry."



The life of f luid response 

to matter becomes that 

of the focussed response 

to spirit  and preparation 

for initiation in 

Capricorn. –EA:121
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1. Judah  (Leo) :  Judah is often l inked with Leo, symbolizing leadership, courage, and strength. 

2.  Reuben  (Aquarius) :  Reuben is associated with Aquarius,  representing adaptability and humanitarianism. 

3.  Gad  (Aries) :  Gad corresponds to Aries,  reflecting bravery, assertiveness,  and independence. 

4.  Asher  (Gemini) :  Asher is connected to Gemini,  characterized by versatil ity,  wit,  and sociabil ity.  

5.  Naphtali  (Capricorn) :  Naphtali  is  l inked with Capricorn, symbolizing determination, discipline, and responsibil ity.  

6.  Simeon  (Taurus) :  Simeon is associated with Taurus, representing stability,  patience, and reliabil ity.  

7.  Levi  (Libra) :  Levi corresponds to Libra,  reflecting a desire for balance, harmony, and justice. 

8.  Issachar  (Cancer) :  Issachar is connected to Cancer,  symbolizing sensitivity,  intuition, and emotional depth. 

9.  Zebulun  (Virgo) :  Zebulun is l inked with Virgo, characterized by practicality,  precision, and attention to detail.  

10. Joseph  (Pisces) :  Joseph is often associated with Pisces,  representing compassion, empathy, and spirituality.  

11. Benjamin  (Scorpio) :  Benjamin is connected to Scorpio, symbolizing intensity,  loyalty,  and transformation. 

12. Dan  (Sagittarius) :  Dan corresponds to Sagittarius,  reflecting exploration, philosophy, and freedom



Revelation 21:12 

12  And had a wall  great and high, and 

had twelve gates,  and at the gates 

twelve angels,  and names written 

thereon, which are the names of the 

twelve tribes of the children of Israel…
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We contend that the Great Pyramid of Gizeh 

was built  in Egypt as a monument and lasting 

memorial of this early religion, on true 

scientific laws, by divine inspiration and 

knowledge of the laws of the Universe. Indeed, 

we may look on the Great Pyramid as the first 

true Masonic temple in the world, surpassing 

all  others that have ever been built,  with their 

secrets depicted on stone, symbolically,  to be 

read by those who have been initiated into the 

secret mysteries of their religion, after having 

passed through the various degrees, for it  was 

only men ( Theopneustics)  of the greatest 

honour and integrity who could possibly hope 

to attain to the highest or most sublime 

degree, and then only after long and patient 

study and many trials had been gone through 

to attain that end, and here in stone is set forth 

the passage of the “ Tuat” and Amenta. –The Signs 

and Symbols of Primordial Man:9-10

The King’s Chamber of the Great Pyramid



The twelve divisions of the Tuat,  the original,  

were the twelve signs of the Zodiac, worked 

out by the Astro-Egyptian mythologists during 

their Mythos; then they converted their 

mythology into Eschatology, which must have 

taken many years.  We find they had, so to 

speak, “dug out” the Underworld, and had, by 

divine inspiration or the study of the laws of 

the celestial  bodies,  come to the conclusion 

that after the death of this perishable body, the 

soul,  which is imperishable, had to travel 

through many dangers and difficulties before it  

could be received again by its Divine Creator.  

This the Egyptians depicted most graphically,  

and the records are sti l l  extant in the book of 

“ That which is  in the Under world,”  which they 

have divided into twelve divisions in “ The Tuat 

and the Twelve Hours of  the Night,”  which is 

hewn in stone in the Great Pyramid of Gizeh. –

The Signs and Symbols of Primordial Man:22-3
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1.  Preparation :  The candidate is prepared both physically and mentally for the initiation, symbolizing readiness and humility.  

2.  Entrance :  The candidate enters the Lodge, representing the transition from the outer world to the inner sanctum of Masonry. 

3.  Prayer :  A prayer is offered, seeking divine guidance and blessing for the candidate's journey. 

4.  Circumambulation :  The candidate is led around the Lodge, symbolizing the journey of l ife and the search for truth. 

5.  Presentation :  The candidate is presented to the Worshipful Master and the brethren, signifying acceptance and recognition. 

6.  Obligation :  The candidate takes a solemn oath, committing to the principles and secrets of Freemasonry. 

7.  Investiture :  The candidate is invested with the Masonic apron, symbolizing purity and the dignity of labor.  

8.  Illumination :  The candidate is brought to l ight,  representing enlightenment and the gaining of knowledge. 

9.  Instruction :  The candidate receives instruction on the symbols and tools of Masonry, emphasizing their moral and ethical 
significance. 

10. Charge :  The candidate is given a charge, outlining the duties and responsibil it ies of a Mason. 

11. Fellowship :  The candidate is welcomed into the fellowship of the Lodge, symbolizing brotherhood and unity.  

12. Closing :  The initiation ceremony concludes, and the candidate is now a full  member of the Lodge, ready to continue their 
Masonic journey.



The ancients believed that the 

theory of man's being made in 

the image of God was to be 

understood literally.  They 

maintained that the universe was 

a great organism not unlike the 

human body, and that every 

phase and function of the 

Universal Body had a 

correspondence in man. The most 

precious Key to Wisdom that the 

priests communicated to the new 

initiates was what they termed 

the law of analogy.  Therefore, to 

the ancients,  the study of the 

stars was a sacred science, for 

they saw in the movements of the 

celestial  bodies the ever-present 

activity of the Infinite Father.  

The Pythagoreans were often 

undeservedly criticized for 

promulgating the so-called 

doctrine of metempsychosis,  or 

the transmigration of souls.  This 

concept as circulated among the 

uninitiated was merely a blind, 

however,  to conceal a sacred 

truth. Greek mystics believed that 

the spiritual nature of man 

descended into material  existence 

from the Milky Way--the seed 

ground of souls--through one of 

the twelve gates of the great 

zodiacal band. The spiritual 

nature was therefore said to 

incarnate in the form of the 

symbolic creature created by 

Magian star gazers to represent 

the various zodiacal 

constellations. I f  the spirit  

incarnated through the sign of 

Aries,  it  was said to be born in the 

body of a ram; if  in Taurus, in the 

body of the celestial  bull.
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When [the modern scientist]  can pass 

more directly in his thoughts to the 

discussion and consideration of the 

etheric substratum which underlies the 

tangible,  then and only then will  he be 

entering the domain of causes,  and 

even in this case, only those physical 

causes which underlie the grossly 

objective; he will  not really have 

ascertained the vital  impulses which 

produce Being. Yet a great step will  

have been made, for under the Law of 

Analogy, he will  then be in a position 

to comprehend some of the major 

secrets of solar manifestation; for the 

planes of our solar system constitute, 

as we know, and as this Treatise seeks 

to demonstrate, the seven subplanes of 

the cosmic physical plane. –TCF:1027
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the transmigration of souls.  This 

concept as circulated among the 

uninitiated was merely a blind, 

however,  to conceal a sacred 

truth. Greek mystics believed that 

the spiritual nature of man 

descended into material  existence 

from the Milky Way--the seed 

ground of souls--through one of 

the twelve gates of the great 

zodiacal band. The spiritual 

nature was therefore said to 

incarnate in the form of the 

symbolic creature created by 

Magian star gazers to represent 

the various zodiacal 

constellations. I f  the spirit  

incarnated through the sign of 

Aries,  it  was said to be born in the 

body of a ram; if  in Taurus, in the 

body of the celestial  bull.
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All human beings were thus symbolized 
by twelve mysterious creatures through 
the natures of which they were able to 
incarnate into the material  world. The 
theory of transmigration was not 
applicable to the visible material  body 
of man, but rather to the invisible 
immaterial  spirit  wandering along the 
pathway of the stars and sequentially 
assuming in the course of evolution the 
forms of the sacred zodiacal animals.  

In the Third Book of the Mathesis  of 
Julius Firmicus Maternus appears the 
following extract concerning the 
positions of the heavenly bodies at the 
time of the establishment of the 
inferior universe: "According to 
Æsculapius,  therefore, and Anubius,  to 
whom especially the divinity Mercury 
committed the secrets of the 
astrological science, the geniture of 
the world is as follows: They 
constituted the Sun in the 15th part of 
Leo, the Moon in the 15th part of 
Cancer,  Saturn in the 15th part of 
Capricorn, Jupiter in the 15th part of 

Sagittarius,  Mars in the 15th part of 
Scorpio, Venus in the 15th part of Libra,  
Mercury in the 15th part of Virgo, and 
the Horoscope in the 15th part of 
Cancer.  Conformably to this geniture, 
therefore, to these conditions of the 
stars,  and the testimonies which they 
adduce in confirmation of this 
geniture, they are of opinion that the 
destinies of men, also, are disposed in 
accordance with the above 
arrangement, as maybe learnt from 
that book of Æsculapius which is called 
Μυριογενεσις ,  ( i .e.  Ten Thousand, or an 
innumerable multitude of Genitures) in 
order that nothing in the several 
genitures of men may be found to be 
discordant with the above -mentioned 
geniture of the world." The seven ages 
of man are under the control of the 
planets in the following order:  infancy, 
the moon; childhood, Mercury ; 
adolescence, Venus; maturity,  the sun; 
middle age, Mars;  advanced age, 
Jupiter ;  and decrepitude and 
dissolution, Saturn.
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But what was the knowledge on which 

the teaching of the mysteries was 

founded? I t  was no less than that of the 

ground and geniture of all  things; the 

whole state, the rise,  the workings, and 

the progress of all  Nature, together with 

the unity that pervades heaven and 

earth. A few years ago this was 

proclaimed with great sound of trumpets 

as a new discovery, although so ancient 

an author as Homer speaks, in the 8th 

book of the "I l iad," of the golden chain 

connecting heaven and earth; the golden 

chain of sympathy, the occult,  all-

pervading, all-uniting influence, called 

by a variety of names, such as anima 

mundi,  mercurius philosophorum ,  Jacob's 

ladder,  the vital  magnetic series,  the 

magician's f ire,  etc.  –The Secret Societies of 

All  Ages and Countries,  v.1,  p.8
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