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From a consideration of this system, it is 
readily understood why certain religious 
symbols were adopted during different 
ages of the earth's history; for during the 
2,160 years the sun was in the 
constellation of Taurus, it is said that the 
Solar Deity assumed the body of Apis, 
and the Bull became sacred to Osiris. (For 
details concerning the astrological ages 
as related to Biblical symbolism, see The 
Message of the Stars by Max and Augusta 
Foss Heindel.) During the Aryan Age the 
Lamb was held sacred and the priests 
were called shepherds. Sheep and goats 
were sacrificed upon the altars, and a 
scapegoat was appointed to bear the 
sins of Israel.                                                

During the Age of Pisces, the Fish was 
the symbol of divinity and the Sun God 
fed the multitude with two small fishes. 
The frontispiece of Inman's Ancient Faiths 
shows the goddess Isis with a fish on her 
head; and the Indian Savior God, 

Christna, in one of his incarnations was 
cast from the mouth of a fish. 

Not only is Jesus often referred to as the 
Fisher of Men, but as John P. Lundy writes: 
"The word Fish is an abbreviation of this 
whole title, Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
Savior, and Cross; or as St. Augustine 
expresses it, 'If you join together the 
initial letters of the five Greek words, 

Ἰησοῦς Χριστος Θεου Υιὸσ Σωτήρ, 
which mean Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
Savior, they will make ΙΧΘΥΣ, Fish, in 
which word Christ is mystically 
understood, because He was able to live 
in the abyss of this mortality as in the 
depth of waters, that is, without 
sin.'" (Monumental Christianity.) Many 
Christians observe Friday, which is sacred 
to the Virgin (Venus), upon which day 
they shall eat fish and not meat. The sign 
of the fish was one of the earliest 
symbols of Christianity; and when drawn 
upon the sand, it informed one Christian 
that another of the same faith was near.
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The majority of the priests say that “Osiris” and 

“Apis” have been woven together into the 

same name [Serapis], explaining and teaching 

that we should look on the Apis as an en-

formed image of the soul of Osiris. –Thrice-

greatest Hermes, v.1, p.304



In the ancient beliefs of-the Aryan races, the bull was 
the emblem of cosmical force, which caused the world 
to emerge from chaos. Matter had assumed the 
spherical form of the egg—and by a violent blow of 
his horns, the bull, Abudad, broke the shell, and 
released all forms of matter. In Zend, bull is expressed 
by Gaus, or Gaos—in Sanskrit, Go means bull or earth; 
among the Persians it was Gosh, and was analogous to 
the Apis of the Egyptians. The modern Persians, at a 
period of the year very close to our modern Easter, 
distribute gilt eggs in great numbers to their friends. 
According to the Chinese, Puontzu, their Adam, was 
born from an egg, which had preexisted from all 
eternity, and the Koreans have a similar tradition. In a 
Japanese temple at Miaco, on a large square altar, 
there stands a bull in massive gold on a piece of rock; 
the animal is adorned with a rich collar of gold, and is 
butting an egg floating in water, in a cavity of the rock, 
with his horns. There is a Japanese interpretation of 
this statue, analogous to the legend cited above. We 
find similar myths among the Greeks, Phoenicians, 
and Gauls… –The Royal Masonic Cyclopedia of History:184

A cow statue in Fujisan Hongu Sengen Taisha, Japan
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The original Semites, chosen to inaugurate the 

worship of the Lamb, Aries, during the Aryan Epoch, 

were taken from 'Egypt,' the home of the Bull 

'Taurus.' Not our modern 'Egypt' however. The story 

of Pharaoh, who endeavored to prevent their 

emigration and was drowned, has reference to 

Atlantis which was submerged thousands of years 

before Moses is supposed to have made his escape 

with the Israelites through the 'Red Sea.' The facts 

underlying the story are that a multitude of people 

left the land where the bull 'Taurus' was worshiped, 

(Atlantis or Egypt) whose inhabitants were drowned, 

to seek a 'promised land' beyond the water which 

then engulfed an 'ungodly nation.' There they were 

dedicated to worship the 'Lamb' Aries. This lamb had 

been slain in 'Egypt' (Atlantis) ; through its blood 

these pioneers had been preserved from death, and 

it was thus "the Lamb, slain from the foundation of 

the (present) World" which we call the Aryan Epoch. 
–The Message of the Stars:18
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Before the time of Christ, the new religion 

of the Lamb (Aries), could get no foothold. 

Moses, the erstwhile leader, could not bring 

the chosen people to the "promised land." 

That was reserved for Joshua, the son of 

Nun. Joshua is the Hebraic for "Jesus" and 

the Hebrew word "Nun" means 

"fish" (Pisces). It was thus foretold that the 

religion of the Lamb  would attain 

prominence during the precessional 

passage of the Sun through the sign Pisces, 

the fishes. –The Message of the Stars:26
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Aquarius is called the Sign of the Water 
Bearer, or the man with a jug of water 
on his shoulder mentioned in the 
New Testament. This is sometimes 
shown as an angelic figure, 
supposedly androgynous, either 
pouring water from an urn or carrying 
the vessel upon its shoulder. Among 
Oriental peoples, a water vessel alone 
is often used. Edward Upham, in his 
History and Doctrine of Budhism, 
describes Aquarius as being "in the 
shape of a pot and of a color between 
blue and yellow; this Sign is the single 
house of Saturn." 

When Herschel discovered the planet 
Uranus (sometimes called by the 
name of its discoverer), the second 
half of the sign of Aquarius was 
allotted to this added member of the 
planetary family. The water pouring 
from the urn of Aquarius under the 

name of "the waters of eternal life" 
appears many times in symbolism. So 
it is with all the signs. Thus the sun in 
its path controls whatever form of 
worship man offers to the Supreme 
Deity. 

There are two distinct systems of 
astrological philosophy. One of them, 
the Ptolemaic, is geocentric: the earth 
is considered the center of the solar 
system, around which the sun, moon, 
and planets revolve. Astronomically, 
the geocentric system is incorrect; but 
for thousands of years it has proved 
its accuracy when applied to the 
material nature of earthly things. A 
careful consideration of the writings 
of the great occultists and a study of 
their diagrams reveal the fact that 
many of them were acquainted with 
another method of arranging the 
heavenly bodies.
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13 And he sendeth forth two of his disciples, and saith unto 

them, Go ye into the city, and there shall meet you a man 

bearing a pitcher of water: follow him. 

14 And wheresoever he shall go in, say ye to the goodman of 

the house, The Master saith, Where is the guestchamber, where 

I shall eat the passover with my disciples? 

15 And he will shew you a large upper room furnished and 

prepared: there make ready for us.



Prior to His death Jesus sent His 

disciples out to find the water-carrier 

who led them to an upper room 

where the communion service was 

instituted.  All  this was indicative of 

the recognition by the Christ of the 

coming new era which would succeed 

His dispensation and into which we 

are at this time entering. Leonardo da 

Vinci 's great picture of the 

communion in the upper room is the 

great symbol of the Aquarian age, for 

we shall  sit  down together under the 

loving direction of Christ when 

brotherhood will  be established and 

men will  be banded together in the 

bonds of divine relationship. The old 

barriers between man and man and 

nation and nation will,  during the 

next 2,000 years slowly disappear.  –

Unfinished Autobiography:233-4
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Edward Upham, in his Histor y and 

D octrine of  Budhism ,  describes 

Aquarius as being "in the shape 

of a pot and of a color between 

blue and yellow; this Sign is the 

single house of Saturn.”











I must add that “Esoteric Buddhism” 

was presented to me as a completed 

volume, and that I was entirely 

unaware of the manner in which the 

author intended to spell the word 

“Budh-ism.”  This has to be laid 

directly at the door of those who, 

having been the first to bring the 

subject under public notice, 

neglected to point out the difference 

between “Buddhism” — the religious 

system of ethics preached by the 

Lord Gautama, and named after his 

title of Buddha, “the Enlightened” — 

and Budha, “Wisdom,” or knowledge 

(Vidya), the faculty of cognizing, 

from the Sanskrit root “Budh,” to 

know… To avoid this deplorable 

misnomer was easy; the spelling of 

the word had only to be altered, and 

by common consent both 

pronounced and written “Budhism,” 

instead of “Buddhism.” Nor is the 

latter term correctly spelt and 

pronounced, as it ought to be called, 

in English, Buddhaïsm, and its 

votaries “Buddhaïsts.” This 

explanation is absolutely necessary 

at the beginning of a work like this 

one. The “Wisdom Religion” is the 

inheritance of all the nations, the 

world over… –SD1:xviii
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The Secret Doctrine teaches that the Sun is a central 

Star and not a planet. Yet the Ancients knew of and 

worshipped seven great gods, excluding the Sun and 

Earth. Which was that “ Mystery God ” they set apart ? Of 

course not Uranus, discovered only by Herschel in 1781. 

But could it not be known by another name ? Says the 

author of “ Maçonnerie Occulte ” : — “ Occult Sciences 

having discovered through astronomical calculations 

that the number of the planets must be seven, the 

ancients were led to introduce the Sun into the scale of 

the celestial harmonies, and make him occupy the 

vacant place. Thus, every time they perceived an 

influence that pertained to none of the six planets 

known, they attributed it to the Sun. The error only 

seems important, but was not so in practical results, if 

the ancient astrologers replaced Uranus by the Sun, 

which is a central Star relatively motionless, turning only 

on its axis and regulating time and measure ; and which 

cannot be turned aside from its true functions.” . . . . . . 

The nomenclature of the days of the week is thus faulty. 

“ The Sun- Day ought to be Uranus-day (Urani dies, 

Urandi),” adds the learned writer, Ragon. –SD1:99-100fn



Through Uranus also, Aries is related to 

Aquarius,  the sign of world service, 

leading to death and liberation in 

Pisces.  Uranus is the planet through 

which zodiacal energy flows, in 

connection with the Creative 

Hierarchies upon our planet,  from one 

of the stars of the Great Bear.  –EA:98-9
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The other system of astrological 

philosophy is called the heliocentric.  

This posits the sun in the center of 

the solar system, where it  naturally 

belongs, with the planets and their 

moons revolving about it .  The great 

difficulty,  however,  with the 

heliocentric system is that,  being 

comparatively new, there has not 

been sufficient time to experiment 

successfully and catalogue the 

effects of its various aspects and 

relationships.  Geocentric astrology, 

as its name implies,  is  confined to 

the earthy side of nature, while 

heliocentric astrology may be used 

to analyze the higher intellectual and 

spiritual faculties of man. 

The important point to be 

remembered is that when the sun 

was said to be in a certain sign of the 

zodiac, the ancients really meant that 

the sun occupied the opposite sign 

and cast its long ray into the house 

in which they enthroned it.  

Therefore, when it  is said that the 

sun is in Taurus, it  means 

(astronomically) that the sun is in the 

sign opposite to Taurus, which is 

Scorpio. This resulted in two distinct 

schools of philosophy: one 

geocentric and exoteric,  the other 

heliocentric and esoteric.  While the 

ignorant multitudes worshiped the 

house of the sun's reflection, which 

in the case described would be the 

Bull,  the wise revered the house of 

the sun's actual dwelling, which 

would be the Scorpion, or the 

Serpent,  the symbol of the concealed 

spiritual mystery.  This sign has three 

different symbols.  The most common 

is that of a Scorpion, who was called 

by the ancients the backbiter,  being 

the symbol of deceit and perversion; 

the second (and less common) form 

of the sign is a Serpent,  often used 

by the ancients to symbolize wisdom.
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The Scorpion is rapid in movement, deadly 

in its effect upon men around it and is a 

creature of the land; it is also the symbol of 

the transformed Crab and the result of the 

evolutionary process, and indicates the 

dangerous nature of the man who is not 

transformed and is therefore harmful and 

hurtful to others. –EA:317 

It is stated in some of the most ancient 

books that "the heat of the earth, the mother, 

and the sting of the scorpion are the beneficent 

gifts which the turning of the wheel gives to the 

man at the beginning and the end."  These 

gifts, when accepted and used, bring a man 

to liberation and eventually from the control 

and pain of the Fixed Cross. –EA:96



Whilst in the cradle, history relates, the lusty 

infant killed two serpents, again 

emphasizing duality. In this act he forecast 

the future in which he demonstrated that 

the physical nature no longer controlled, but 

that he could strangle the serpent of matter 

and that the great illusion no longer had him 

imprisoned. He slew the serpent of matter 

and the serpent of illusion. If the serpent 

symbology is studied, we shall find that 

three serpents are depicted: one standing for 

the serpent of matter, another for the 

serpent of illusion, and the third for the 

serpent of wisdom. This last serpent is only 

discovered when the other two have been 

slain. –The Labors of Hercules:10


