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The Greeks, and later other 
peoples influenced by their 
culture, divided the band of the 
zodiac into twelve sections, each 
being sixteen degrees in width 
and thirty degrees in length. 
These divisions were called the 
Houses of the Zodiac. The sun 
during its annual pilgrimage 
passed through each of these in 
turn, Imaginary creatures were 
traced in the Star groups 
bounded by these rectangles; 
and because most of them were 
animal--or part animal--in form, 
they later became known as the 
Constellations, or Signs, of the 
Zodiac.                                             
There is a popular theory 
concerning the origin of the 

zodiacal creatures to the effect 
that they were products of the 
imagination of shepherds, who, 
watching their flocks at night, 
occupied their minds by tracing 
the forms of animals and birds in 
the heavens. This theory is 
untenable, unless the 
"shepherds" be regarded as the 
shepherd priests of antiquity. It 
is unlikely that the zodiacal signs 
were derived from the star 
groups which they now 
represent. It is far more probable 
that the creatures assigned to 
the twelve houses are symbolic 
of the qualities and intensity of 
the sun's power while it 
occupies different parts of the 
zodiacal belt.







In ancient days, as you may 
perchance have heard, there 
were only ten signs, and—at that 
time—Capricorn marked the end 
of the zodiacal wheel, and not 
Pisces as is at this time the case. 
The two signs of Aquarius and 
Pisces were not incorporated in 
the signs for the simple and 
sufficient reason that humanity 
could not respond to their 
peculiar influences; the vehicles 
of contact and the mechanisms 
for responses were not 
adequately developed. Originally, 
there were eight signs; then 
there were ten and now twelve.                                                         
In Lemurian days, during the 
early period of animal man and 

before humanity appeared on 
earth, in the interim period of 
development, eight signs 
influenced the planet and the 
kingdoms of nature found upon 
it. There was no response to the 
influences of Leo and Virgo. The 
mystery of the Sphinx did not 
exist and these two signs were 
not then part of the zodiacal 
wheel. Then individualisation 
took place and the seed of 
Christhood was planted in man 
and these two signs began to 
influence humanity, and 
gradually that influence was 
recognised and the zodiac was 
then known to have ten signs.  
–EA:159-60





Mesopotamian Lunar Calendar



The first six signs of the zodiac of 
twelve signs were regarded as 
benevolent, because the sun 
occupied them while traversing the 
Northern Hemisphere. The 6,000 
years during which, according to the 
Persians, Ahura-Mazda ruled His 
universe in harmony and peace, 
were symbolic of these six signs. The 
second six were considered 
malevolent, because while the sun 
was traveling the Southern 
Hemisphere it was winter with the 
Greeks, Egyptians, and Persians. 
Therefore these six months were 
symbolic of the 6,000 years of 
misery and suffering caused by the 
evil genius of the Persians, Ahriman, 
who sought to overthrow the power 
of Ahura-Mazda.                                      
Those who hold the opinion that 
before its revision by the Greeks the 

zodiac consisted of only ten signs 
adduce evidence to show that Libra 
(the Scales) was inserted into the 
zodiac by dividing the constellation 
of Virgo Scorpio (at that time one 
sign) into two parts, thus 
establishing "the balance" at the 
point of equilibrium between the 
ascending northern and the 
descending southern signs. (See The 
Rosicrucians, Their Rites and 
Mysteries, by Hargrave Jennings.) 
On this subject Isaac Myer states: 
"We think that the Zodiacal 
constellations were first ten and 
represented an immense androgenic 
man or deity; subsequently this was 
changed, resulting in Scorpio and 
Virgo and making eleven; after this 
from Scorpio, Libra, the Balance, was 
taken, making the present 
twelve." (The Qabbalah.)







Chart Showing the Relationship Between the 

Human Body and the Exterior Universe. 

The ornamental border contains groups of names 

of animal, mineral, and vegetable substances. 

Their relationship to corresponding parts of the 

human body is shown by the dotted lines. The 

words in capital letters on the dotted lines 

indicate to what corporeal member, organ, or 

disease, the herb or other substance is related. 

The favorable positions in relation to the time of 

year are shown by the signs of the zodiac, each 

house of which is divided by crosses into its three 

decans. This influence is further emphasized by 

the series of planetary signs placed on either side 

of the figure.
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Albert Pike describes the reverence 

which the Persians felt for this sign 

and the method of astrological 

symbolism in vogue among them, 

thus: "In Zoroaster's cave of 

initiation, the Sun and Planets were 

represented, overhead, in gems and 

gold, as was also the Zodiac. The Sun 

appeared, emerging from the back 

of Taurus. " In the constellation of the 

Bull are also to be found the "Seven 

Sisters"--the sacred Pleiades--famous 

to Freemasonry as the Seven Stars at 

the upper end of the Sacred Ladder. 

In ancient Egypt it was during this 

period--when the vernal equinox 

was in the sign of Taurus--that the 

Bull, Apis, was sacred to the Sun God, 

who was worshiped through the 

animal equivalent of the celestial 

sign which he had impregnated with 

his presence at the time of its 

crossing into the Northern 

Hemisphere. This is the meaning of 

an ancient saying that the celestial 

Bull "broke the egg of the year with 

his horns."
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Porphyry of Tyre



With the Persians, Mithras, typified in the Sun, 

was the invisible Deity, the Parent of the 

Universe, the Mediator. In Zoroaster's cave of 

initiation, the Sun and Planets were represented 

over-head, in gems and gold, as also was the 

Zodiac. The Sun appeared emerging from the 

back of Taurus. Three great pillars, Eternity, 

Fecundity, and Authority, supported the roof; 

and the whole was an emblem of the Universe.  

Zoroaster, like Moses, claimed to have conversed 

face to face, as man with man, with the Deity; 

and to have received from Him a system of pure 

worship, to be communicated only to the 

virtuous, and those who would devote 

themselves to the study of Philosophy. His fame 

spread over the world, and pupils came to him 

from every country. Even Pythagoras was his 

scholar. –Morals and Dogma:448

Mithras and the Taurian Bull





Taurus, the up-turned horns of the Bull with the 

circle below, depicting the push of man, the Bull of 

God, towards the goal of illumination and the 

emergence of the soul from bondage with the two 

horns (duality) protecting the "eye of light" in the 

centre of the Bull's forehead; this is "the single eye" 

of the New Testament which makes the "whole body 

to be full of light." –EA:154 

The Bull leads into the places of desire in search of 

"wrathful satisfaction." This is the red of greed and 

anger, changing eventually into the golden light of 

illumination. –EA:157
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After his novitiate, the candidate entered the cavern of 

initiation, and was received on the point of a sword 

presented to his naked left breast, by which he was 

slightly wounded. Being crowned with olive, anointed 

with balsam of benzoin, and other-wise prepared, he was 

purified with fire and water, and went through seven 

stages of initiation. The symbol of these stages was a high 

ladder with seven rounds or steps. In them, he went 

through many fearful trials, in which darkness displayed a 

principal part. He saw a representation of the wicked in 

Hades; and finally emerged from darkness into light. 

Received in a place representing Elysium, in the brilliant 

assembly of the initiated, where the Archimagus 

presided, robed in blue, he assumed the obligations of 

secrecy, and was entrusted with the Sacred Words, of 

which the Ineffable Name of God was the chief. 

Then all the incidents of his initiation were explained to 

him: he was taught that these ceremonies brought him 

nearer the Deity; and that he should adore the 

consecrated Fire, the gift of that Deity and His visible 

residence. –Morals and Dogma:448



The sun, having Alcyone in the Pleiades for the centre of its orbit, consumes 180,000,000 of years in completing its revolution. –SD1:501
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When the Celestial Bull opened the new year at 

the Vernal Equinox, Osiris, united with the Moon, 

communicated to her the seeds of fruitfulness 

which she poured upon the air, and therewith 

impregnated the generative principles which 

gave activity to universal vegetation. Apis, 

represented by a bull, was the living and sensible 

image of the Sun or Osiris, when in union with Isis 

or the Moon at the Vernal Equinox, concurring 

with her in provoking everything that lives to 

generation. This conjunction of the Sun with the 

Moon at the Vernal Equinox, in the constellation 

Taurus, required the Bull Apis to have on his 

shoulder a mark resembling the Crescent Moon. –
Morals and Dogma:504 

But the majority of the priests say that "Osiris'' and 

"Apis" have been woven together into the same 

name {Serapis), explaining and teaching that we 

should look on Apis as an en-formed image of the 

soul of Osiris. –Thrice Great Hermes, v.1, p.304
Serapis

Apis
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Sampson Arnold Mackey, in his 

Mythological Astronomy of the 

Ancients Demonstrated, makes 

note of two very interesting 

points concerning the bull in 

Egyptian symbolism. Mr. Mackey 

is of the opinion that the motion 

of the earth that we know as the 

alternation of the poles has 

resulted in a great change of 

relative position of the equator 

and the zodiacal band. He 

believes that originally the band 

of the zodiac was at right angles 

to the equator, with the sign of 

Cancer opposite the north pole 

and the sign of Capricorn 

opposite the south pole. It is 

possible that the Orphic symbol 

of the serpent twisted around 

the egg attempts to show the 

motion of the sun in relation to 

the earth under such conditions. 

Mr. Mackey advances the 

Labyrinth of Crete, the name 

Abraxas, and the magic formula, 

abracadabra, among other 

things, to substantiate his theory.
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We are told by Herodotus that the Choen, or 

“men of learning” in this country, informed him 

that the Pole of the Earth and the Pole of the 

Ecliptic had formerly coincided. I have seen, in 

Denon’s second volume of Travels in Egypt, two 

ancient Zodiacs, from a temple in Tentyra or 

Dendera, where the Poles have been 

represented in both situations; and in that 

which shows the Poles at right angles there are 

marks which prove that it was not the last time 

they were in that position, but the first. 

Capricorn is represented at the North Pole; and 

Cancer is divided near its middle, at the South 

Pole; which is a confirmation that originally 

they had their winter when the Sun was in 

Cancer. – Mythological Astronomy of the Ancients:30
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There are three Monuments in this 
country, which shew that the Poles have 
been three times within the plane of the 
Ecliptic. These are the Labyrinth, the 
column called Cleopatra's Needle, and the 
Abraxes [gem]. 

The labyrinth forms a spiral line from the 
middle upwards, [while at the same time] 
it descends and winds forming a spiral 
line from the middle downwards– which 
is precisely the figure described by the 
North and South Pole of the Earth, in 
passing from the Ecliptic, till they coincide 
with the North and South Pole of the 
Heavens—describing at once, the 
precession of the Equinoxes, and the 
diminution of the angle of the Poles. 



Historians inform us that there were three 

spiral allies, and three tier of little 

chambers, which shew that the Pole had 

repeated its ascent and descent three 

times, and we find the Symbol of the Sun 

(i. e. the Hawk) is placed three times upon 

the top of Cleopatra’s Needle. And we find 

the Bull there as often: as if the Bull had 

been as often at the Pole. The Gems 

called Abraxes prove that the Bull had 

been at the Pole: for its name means the 

Bull at the Pole; it is a compound of Abir 

the Bull, and Axis the Pole. – Mythological 

Astronomy of the Ancients:31-2

Abraxes gem



Concerning abracadabra he states: 

"But the slow progressive 

disappearance of the Bull is most 

happily commemorated in the 

vanishing series of letters so 

emphatically expressive of the 

great astronomical fact. For 

ABRACADABRA is The Bull, the only 

Bull. The ancient sentence split 

into its component parts stands 

thus: Ab'r-achad-ab'ra, i. e., Ab'r, 

the Bull; achad, the only, &c.--

Achad is one of the names of the 

Sun, given him in consequence of 

his Shining ALONE,--he is the ONLY 

Star to be seen when he is seen--

the remaining ab'ra, makes the 

whole to be, The Bull, the only Bull; 

while the repetition of the name 

omitting a letter, till all is gone, is 

the most simple, yet the most 

satisfactory method that could 

have been devised to preserve the 

memory of the fact; and the name 

of Sorapis, or Serapis, given to the 

Bull at the above ceremony puts it 

beyond all doubt. This word 

(Abracadabra) disappears in 

eleven decreasing stages; as in the 

figure. And what is very 

remarkable, a body with three 

heads is folded up by a Serpent 

with eleven Coils, and placed by 

Sorapis: and the eleven Volves of 

the Serpent form a triangle similar 

to that formed by the ELEVEN 

diminishing lines of the 

abracadabra."
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Concerning abracadabra he states: 

"But the slow progressive 

disappearance of the Bull is most 

happily commemorated in the 

vanishing series of letters so 

emphatically expressive of the 

great astronomical fact. For 

ABRACADABRA is The Bull, the only 

Bull. The ancient sentence split 

into its component parts stands 

thus: Ab'r-achad-ab'ra, i. e., Ab'r, 

the Bull; achad, the only, &c.--

Achad is one of the names of the 

Sun, given him in consequence of 

his Shining ALONE,--he is the ONLY 

Star to be seen when he is seen--

the remaining ab'ra, makes the 

whole to be, The Bull, the only Bull; 

while the repetition of the name 

omitting a letter, till all is gone, is 

the most simple, yet the most 

satisfactory method that could 

have been devised to preserve the 

memory of the fact; and the name 

of Sorapis, or Serapis, given to the 

Bull at the above ceremony puts it 

beyond all doubt. This word 

(Abracadabra) disappears in 

eleven decreasing stages; as in the 

figure. And what is very 

remarkable, a body with three 

heads is folded up by a Serpent 

with eleven Coils, and placed by 

Sorapis: and the eleven Volves of 

the Serpent form a triangle similar 

to that formed by the ELEVEN 

diminishing lines of the 

abracadabra."
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Nearly every religion of the world 
shows traces of astrological influence. 
The Old Testament of the Jews, its 
writings overshadowed by Egyptian 
culture, is a mass of astrological and 
astronomical allegories. Nearly all the 
mythology of Greece and Rome may 
be traced in star groups. Some writers 
are of the opinion that the original 
twenty-two letters of the Hebrew 
alphabet were derived from groups of 
stars, and that the starry handwriting 
on the wall of the heavens referred to 
words spelt out, with fixed stars for 
consonants, and the planets, or 
luminaries, for vowels. These, coming 
into ever-different combinations, spelt 
words which, when properly read, 
foretold future events.                                 
As the zodiacal band marks the 

pathway of the sun through the 
constellations, it results in the 
phenomena of the seasons. The 
ancient systems of measuring the year 
were based upon the equinoxes and 
the solstices. The year always began 
with the vernal equinox, celebrated 
March 21 with rejoicing to mark the 
moment when the sun crossed the 
equator northward up the zodiacal arc. 
The summer solstice was celebrated 
when the sun reached its most 
northerly position, and the day 
appointed was June 21. After that time 
the sun began to descend toward the 
equator, which it recrossed 
southbound at the autumnal equinox, 
September 21. The sun reached its 
most southerly position at the winter 
solstice, December 21.
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Four of the signs of the zodiac have 

been permanently dedicated to the 

equinoxes and the solstices; and, 

while the signs no longer correspond 

with the ancient constellations to 

which they were assigned, and from 

which they secured their names, 

they are accepted by modern 

astronomers as a basis of calculation. 

The vernal equinox is therefore said 

to occur in the constellation of Aries 

(the Ram). It is fitting that of all 

beasts a Ram should be placed at the 

head of the heavenly flock forming 

the zodiacal band. Centuries before 

the Christian Era, the pagans revered 

this constellation. Godfrey Higgins 

states: "This constellation was called 

the 'Lamb of God.' He was also called 

the 'Savior,' and was said to save 

mankind from their sins. He was 

always honored with the appellation 

of 'Dominus' or 'Lord.' He was called 

the 'Lamb of God which taketh away 

the sins of the world.' The devotees 

addressing him in their litany, 

constantly repeated the words, 'O 

Lamb of God, that taketh away the 

sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

Grant us Thy peace."' Therefore, the 

Lamb of God is a title given to the 

sun, who is said to be reborn every 

year in the Northern Hemisphere in 

the sign of the Ram, although, due to 

the existing discrepancy between 

the signs of the zodiac and the 

actual star groups, it actually rises in 

the sign of Pisces.
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sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

Grant us Thy peace."' Therefore, the 

Lamb of God is a title given to the 

sun, who is said to be reborn every 

year in the Northern Hemisphere in 

the sign of the Ram, although, due to 

the existing discrepancy between 

the signs of the zodiac and the 

actual star groups, it actually rises in 

the sign of Pisces.



Four of the signs of the zodiac have 

been permanently dedicated to the 

equinoxes and the solstices; and, 

while the signs no longer correspond 

with the ancient constellations to 

which they were assigned, and from 

which they secured their names, 

they are accepted by modern 

astronomers as a basis of calculation. 

The vernal equinox is therefore said 

to occur in the constellation of Aries 

(the Ram). It is fitting that of all 

beasts a Ram should be placed at the 
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Cosmically speaking, [Aries] is the sign of 

creation, and this thought underlies the words 

in the Bible, “The Lamb slain from the 

foundation of the world,” (Rev. XIII, 8) for this 

sign is called the sign of the Ram or of the Lamb. 

In the life of the human being it marks the 

beginning of the first subjective, latent 

consciousness of existence, and the start of the 

human being upon the circle of experience. In 

the life of the aspirant to discipleship it connotes 

the period of reorientation and of a renewed 

self-conscious effort, and his start upon that 

final stage of the evolutionary path which will 

carry him out of the human kingdom and 

enable him to make the transition into the 

kingdom of the gods. -Labors of Hercules:219

Adoration of the Mystic Lamb  

by Hubert and Jan van Eyck



The summer solstice is regarded as 

occurring in Cancer (the Crab), which 

the Egyptians called the scarab--a 

beetle of the family Lamellicornes, the 

head of the insect kingdom, and 

sacred to the Egyptians as the symbol 

of Eternal Life. It is evident that the 

constellation of the Crab is 

represented by this peculiar creature 

because the sun, after passing through 

this house, proceeds to walk 

backwards, or descend the zodiacal 

arc. Cancer is the symbol of 

generation, for it is the house of the 

Moon, the great Mother of all things 

and the patroness of the life forces of 

Nature. Diana, the moon goddess of 

the Greeks, is called the Mother of the 

World. Concerning the worship of the 

feminine or maternal principle, Richard 

Payne Knight writes: 

"By attracting or heaving the waters of 
the ocean, she naturally appeared to 
be the sovereign of humidity; and by 
seeming to operate so powerfully 
upon the constitutions of women, she 
equally appeared to be the patroness 
and regulatress of nutrition and 
passive generation: whence she is said 
to have received her nymphs, or 
subordinate personifications, from the 
ocean; and is often represented by the 
symbol of the sea crab, an animal that 
has the property of spontaneously 
detaching from its own body any limb 
that has been hurt or mutilated, and 
reproducing another in its place." (The 
Symbolical Language of Ancient Art and 
Mythology.) This water sign, being 
symbolic of the maternal principle of 
Nature, and recognized by the pagans 
as the origin of all life, was a natural 
and consistent domicile of the moon.
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In the zodiac of Denderah, the sign Cancer is 

represented by a beetle, called in Egypt, the 

scarab. The word scarab means “only begotten”; it 

stands, therefore, for birth into incarnation, or, in 

relation to the aspirant, for the new birth. The 

month of June, in ancient Egypt was called meore, 

which again means rebirth, and thus both the 

sign and the name hold steadily before us the 

thought of the taking of form and of coming in 

physical incarnation. In an ancient zodiac in India, 

dated about 400 B.C., the sign is represented 

again by a beetle. -Labors of Hercules:47
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