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TO MY GROUP OF AFFILIATED DISCIPLES:

1. The group was a group of accepted disciples. They are also affiliated with the Ashram of Master DK. Does the form of address, “Affiliated Disciples”, represent in some way, a lowering of status. Near the end of the year 1946, Master DK disbanded the New Seed Group for a number of reasons—insufficient responsiveness being one.
Since I last communicated with you the outer aspects of the world war, the carnage and the slaughter are over, except in a few sporadic instances. The struggle now being waged is to reach a point of stabilisation in human thinking and understanding from which a true and reliable peace can emerge.
2. We know how much Libra has to do with balance and detached observation upon the mental plane. Interestingly, Libra is also, particularly, the sign of peace. Libran poise and balance (“stabilization in human thinking”) is intimately related to Libran peace.

3. The Tibetan is not speaking only of a temporary peace, but of a “true and reliable” peace. This requires some degree of maturity in human thinking.

 On the emotional plane, there is as yet no peace. On the mental plane, a great and deep-seated cleavage is going on and the occult significance of certain words, enunciated by the Christ when in Palestine, is being worked out. He gave them as the keynote for the particular subjective happening which is taking place at this time. He said: "He that is not with Me is against Me." 
4. This cleavage is still evident. In today’s world, as well, there is no peace upon the emotional plane. Violent idealisms clash with little hope of immediate reconciliation. On the mental plane, the forces which are for the Christ and the new civilization are sharply divided from those which seek to perpetuate the old ways of enslavement on many levels.

This refers to the after-effects of the conflict between the Forces of Light and the Forces of Evil.
5. It is interesting that the Christ’s statement refers to the “after-effects” of the great conflict. When this letter was written the war had been won by the Allies and it was, so we see, necessary for each thinking human being to make a choice (again Libra) concerning their orientation towards the Forces of Light or the Forces of Evil.
 Great decisions have to be made all over the world, as to whether humanity moves forward into a New Age of cooperation and of right human relations or whether the materialistic groups will reassert their control and succeed in winning the day. This great cleavage is now in process of settlement.

6. This statement was written almost sixty years ago and the issue is far from decided. That settlement is becoming a crucial issue in today’s world. The materialistic forces are far stronger today than then need have been had humanity acted correctly and selflessly following the war.
7. Are we not in the position of the man who swept his house clean of “devils” only to find his situation even worse than it had been?

On the other hand, a deeply spiritual division is also taking place. In a peculiar sense, and speaking largely symbolically, [Page 60] the first phase of the Great Judgment is asserting itself.
8. The true Great Judgment is millions of years ahead, but there are already trends towards that which will one day be.
 The sheep and the goats are forming into two distinct groups. The judgment being given is not the generally assumed one of assigning penalties or rewards; it is not the negation of all effort as the result of decisive moves, nor will it result in the emergence of major dividing lines. Such interpretations are man-made and are not true interpretations of the parable or word picture which Christ gave to His disciples nearly two thousand years ago.

9. DK describes the true meaning of the Judgment Day
10. It is not, as the man-made interpretations would have it:

a. The assigning of penalties or rewards

b. The negation of all effort as the result of decisive moves

c. The emergence of major dividing lines

11. When thinking of the Judgment Day let us not forget the relationship between Capricorn and Aries, between those that follow the way of Venus (the hierarchical ruler of Capricorn) and those, more primitive, who follow the way of Mars.

The judgment referred to has relation to a mysterious process which is going on in the thinking (if one dare use such a word for such a comprehensive process) of the planetary Logos. He is deciding at this time the mode by which a momentous event or happening within the Hierarchy shall take shape; He is timing the process of its externalisation; He is deciding which Ashrams shall be externalised and Who, within those Ashrams, should and must proceed with the purely inner and subjective work, and Who should be chosen to work—consciously and openly—in the outer world of men, thus duplicating in Their numbers what Christ experienced when He "descended into Hell." Many things have to be considered; the objectives in view of the Masters concerned, the rays in manifestation, and many astrological relationships.

12. Quite a different interpretation of the Great Judgment is being offered. As here presented, it is not even the usual dividing of the “Sheep” and the “Goats” which will take place in the fifth round.
13. We learn that the “thinking” of the Planetary Logos is so comprehensive a process that DK hesitates to call it “thinking”.

14. The Great Judgment refers to intra-hierarchical matters.

15. What is the Planetary Logos deciding?

a. He is timing the process of externalization

b. He is deciding which Ashrams shall be externalized

c. He is deciding who within those Ashrams will work subjectively and who objectively.

16. It becomes clear that the physical plane (and even the lower three worlds) is, from the hierarchical perspective, “Hell”.

17. What has the Planetary Logos to consider in arriving at the result of His Great Judgment?

a. The objectives in view of the Masters who may be concerned with either the subjective or objective work

b. The rays in manifestation at this time

c. Many astrological relationship

18. We are reminded of Libra’s relationship to the third ray and of how many factors—planetary, systemic and even cosmic—must be taken into ‘con-sider-ation’ by the Planetary Logos.

19. We are also reminded that the Planetary Logos is passing through a period in which the constellation Libra is becoming very powerful in the planetary horoscope.

In this deciding judgment Sanat Kumara is being aided by certain Members of the Great Council at Shamballa, by the Christ and by the seven Masters Who are responsible for the seven groups of Ashrams. He is also reaching certain conclusions as to the groups of disciples who have hitherto been under training during the final stages of the Path of Discipleship. This decision has to take under advisement the rapidity with which the entrance of men and women into the Ashrams can take place; it is also dependent upon the members of the Ashram moving forward according to their degree, and upon the power of the Ashrams to absorb and assimilate the much larger numbers, without upsetting ashramic stability. He has also to consider the ability of the neophyte under training to take and hold the far greater tension necessarily incident to true ashramic life in the New Age.
20. Notice how in one breath DK was talking about the Planetary Logos, and in the next, of Sanat Kumara, as if They were the same being. Often, He does this.
21. Are the Members of the Great Council at Shamballa Who assist Sanat Kumara the three Buddhas of Activity? This would seem reasonable. As well, there are the seven Chohans directing the seven groups of Ashrams, i.e., the Chohans Who direct the major Ashrams.
22. The Planetary Logos is also, it seems, extending an unusual opportunity in including certain advanced disciples in His deliberations. There are many things to consider in this regard:

a. How rapidly men and women can actually enter the Ashrams.
b. How rapidly those who are already members of the Ashrams can move forward.
c. How well the Ashrams can absorb the greater numbers of those entering. Ashramic stability must be preserved during this absorption.

d. The extent to which the neophyte (the new member of the Ashram) can take and hold a much greater tension (incident to ashramic life in the New Age).

23. The implication presented is that few neophytes know the demands of “true” ashramic life.
[Page 61] 

These points are all being most carefully considered, because a major expansion of the Hierarchy as a whole, and the consequent reaction upon humanity, again as a whole, is not a thing lightly to be undertaken.
24. We have here a really important statement. Hierarchy is undergoing a major expansion due to the admission of so many neophytes. 

25. Great consideration, deliberation and correct judgment must be given to the manifold variables involved in this process. The fate of the planet, of humanity and of the many kingdoms of nature is at stake.

 Expansion—if it is to be safely undertaken—must proceed hand in hand with consolidation.
26. Do we see how, in speaking of Hierarchy’s development, DK suggests the functions of the planetary pair, Jupiter (expansion) and Saturn (consolidation)?

 The expansion now contemplated in the highest quarters will greatly alter the potency of the relation of the Hierarchy to Humanity, and therefore of the second divine aspect to the third.
27. This is what we are anticipating—the increase in potency of the second divine aspect in relation to the third.

28. The third aspect within humanity is often doing what it can to resist the growing impact of the second.

 Can Humanity take this increased potency correctly and safely?
29. This is a real question even though the second divine aspect is that of Love-Wisdom.

 Will the aspirants of the world—if given opportunity to pass off the Probationary Path on to the Path of Discipleship—be stable enough to stand steady under the impact of hitherto undiscerned spiritual energy?
30. The spiritual energy is “undiscerned” because it is new to the aspirants—not new to those who are the members of Hierarchy.

 Can the Masters, under the pressure of Their enormous task of world reconstruction, find the needed time to increase Their training of Their disciples?
31. We rarely realize how extraordinarily busy a Master is! We think our schedules are demanding! We remember that DK is not given to exaggeration. He uses the word “enormous”.
32. The statement above tells us why some of us who have been in the Teaching for some time, may be positioned to assist the Masters in the training of those who are just getting involved in the Teaching.

 For They are still governed by the time equation where Their disciples are concerned.
33. Perhaps not, however, in relation to the higher planes. Even the Planetary Logos is governed by the time equation with respect to humanity and the physical planet.

34. Note in the words “time equation” how both Saturn (time) and Libra (equation) are involved.

Can the senior members in any Ashram relieve to some extent the pressures upon the Masters as well as upon the incoming and junior, and therefore inexperienced, disciples? 
35. This is the question, and it calls for sacrifice and an appreciation of the enormous task of the Masters. An adjusted sense of right proportion (i.e., humility) is required to appreciate the need.

If, however, the relation between the Hierarchy and Humanity is thus strengthened and there is freer access in both directions, there will clearly emerge the invocational pull or the magnetic potency of these blending centres: the pull will be upon Shamballa, which is the highest centre of all.

36. We are speaking here of how to generate the desired three-way flow between “The Higher Three”—namely Humanity, Hierarchy and Shamballa.
37. And it is the same for human beings. If they succeed in creating freer access between soul and personality, the magnetic potency of these blending centers will be invocative of the Spirit within them—the Spirit/Monad as the representative of Shamballa.

Is the etheric web of the planet sufficiently stable and balanced so that it can adequately respond to the new and potent forces which could and will pour through it into objective expression?
38. This is perhaps an unsuspected question. We naturally assume that the etheric web can take any sort of impact, but it is not necessarily the case. The reason for the Triangles Work is seen from yet another perspective.

 I would remind you that the release of atomic energy has had a far more potent effect in the etheric web than in the dense physical vehicle of the planet.
39. This is something we could not normally appreciate unless advised.

 Three times the atomic bomb was used, and that fact is itself significant. It was used twice in Japan, thereby disrupting the etheric web in what you erroneously call the Far East; it was used once in what is also universally called the Far West, and each time a great area of disruption was formed which will have future potent, and at present unsuspected, results.

40. We are given something in the nature of prophecy. The use in the Far West was probably the test in Alamogordo, New Mexico. Tremendous etheric disruption was the result of each use.
41. If this was the case, what of the incredible disruption which continued through tests of atomic and hydrogen bombs in the 1950’s and 1960’s—in the atmosphere, before underground testing became the norm? With respect to the underground testing, the opportunity for disruption is equally great, in its own way, and in some ways, perhaps greater.

42. It would seem that we have done great violence to our etheric environment.

The formation of the Triangles of Light and of Goodwill[Page 62]—essentially the manipulation of energy into a desired thought pattern—has a definite relation to this area of disruption. 
43. Here, perhaps, we are speaking of the disruption as it appeared in Japan.

It will in due time be found that the Japanese people, with their peculiar knowledge of thought power (used along wrong lines in the war period), will respond more intelligently to this type of work than many of the Western peoples.
44. It is interesting that the Japanese have a peculiar knowledge of thought power. Perhaps, it is the ajna center unusually developed, as reflected in the great penchant for photography. Capricorn with its hierarchical ruler Venus is one of the ruling constellations of Japan.

 An effort should therefore be made to reach the Japanese along the lines of the Triangle work.

45. We put together a few ideas which are interestingly related:
a. The two atomic bomb blasts in Japan

b. The great resultant areas of disruption

c. The intelligent thought power of the Japanese

d. The probability that they will respond to the Triangles Work intelligently

46. In the coalescence of these events and capacities we may get a glimpse of how karma works.

I would like to point out that the distinction between the "sheep and the goats" is mainly hierarchical. The term "goats" is esoterically applied to initiated disciples and to those who have climbed the mountain of initiation. The term "sheep" is applied to those who are following blindly the inner urge of their souls and who are groping their way (in relatively large numbers) toward the Hierarchy.
47. Probably there are several meanings to the term “sheep and the goats”. That the phrase is mainly hierarchical is interesting.

48. A “goat” is an initiated disciple, probably of the third degree, though not necessarily exclusively.

49. A “sheep” is an aspirant, who does not yet see, but is groping blindly towards the Hierarchy.

50. The first type is guided more by sight, the second type by feeling.

51. We see, as well, the distinction in mental polarization and emotional polarization.

52. DK seems to hint that the urge towards the spiritual life is affecting relatively large numbers of human beings. In this there is much cause for hope.

 For them still has to come the great revelation that the "kingdom of God is within you."
53. The “sheep” under Mars and Aries are largely affected by the sixth ray and look for God without—either “God Transcendent” or God in the form of some divine incarnation which can be adored.

54. Their psychological naiveté is such that they cannot yet recognize “God Immanent”.

 Such is the word for them at this stage in humanity's history.
55. This means that they are constantly to be told that “the kingdom of God is within you”.
 Once they have realised that, they are already being absorbed into the Hierarchy.
56. This is interesting. It means that the realization of “God Immanent” is tantamount to absorption into the Hierarchy.

57. Those who are groping forward, therefore, are not yet initiates of the first degree, for such initiates are included within the great circle of Hierarchy (cf. Chart, TCF 1238)
58. We might say that the realization of “God Immanent” and the first initiation are contemporaneous. This realization also signals a transference from sixth ray to second ray emphasis.
 Life will now for them simplify.
59. The first initiation is, in one way, a simplification.

 For the "goats" must come the impelling call from the highest aspect of the Spiritual Triad, 
60. The atmic aspect pointing towards the monadic plane…

"Seek the way of Ascension"—ascension out of even triadal life into that of pure Being and of monadic existence.

61. These are amazing thoughts and a most occult elaboration on the familiar phrase, “the sheep and the goats”.
In this Great Judgment all decision lies in the conclusive thinking of Sanat Kumara.
62. This Judgment is in relation to the Libran aspect of the King. We remember that Shamballa (the true center of peace upon our planet) is Libran in many ways.

63. The Path of Earth Service (ruled powerfully by Libra) is related to the Libran Nature of Shamballa, and should be studied as such.
64. We note in the words “conclusive thinking” the decisive nature of Sanat Kumara’s thought process.

 It is His judgment; neither the sheep nor the goats, nor the great mass of men from among whom they have emerged, can affect that decision in the slightest degree.
65. This statement puts things in proportion. We are reminded of the “Unknown, unseen and unheard purpose of Sanat Kumara” (R&I 241)

66. Note the pattern of emergence of the sheep and the goats. Neither of them belongs any longer to the masses.

 Any moment or climax of decision on the part of the Lord of the World institutes new law and brings into play new energies.
67. This process leading to a determining conclusion must be related to the onset of the Aquarian Age (in both its smaller and larger versions—2,500 years and 25,000 years, approximately).

 Laws are only the unalterable conditions brought about by the activity, the orientation and the emanated decisive thoughts of the One in Whom we live and move and have our being, just as the activities, the orientation and the thinking of a human being carry the cells and the atoms of his body along the line of his wishes. 
68. The relative altitude of the origin of Law (relative to humanity, that is) is given.

69. Just as the cells of our physical body have nothing to say over determinations which we may be making upon the plane of mind, so has the man nothing to say about the determinations and conclusions that Sanat Kumara may be making upon the plane of cosmic mind.

Energies are but the rhythm of His breathing and the results of the systolic and the diastolic action of His heart. 
70. We are invited into some rather extraordinary proportional thinking. Well could this magnificent sentence be pondered! The origin of energies—primarily of life and love—are here given.

71. SK’s breath breathes us; His heart beat is the beating of our hearts.

From these energies we cannot escape, but—in a mysterious and peculiar [Page 63] manner—the planetary Logos directs them or withholds them to suit the recognised planetary needs of the period.

72. It may be that Sanat Kumara (as a solar system Yogi) knows how to “hold his breath” and “stop his heart” according to the needs of his vehicle of manifestation.

At this time the "eye of His direction" is turned towards a needy and waiting world, and particularly towards the large number of waiting people who hold within themselves the potencies of discipleship.
73. One extraordinary sentence after another. Those who hold within themselves “the potencies of discipleship” are receiving at this time the attention of Sanat Kumara.

74. The phrase “eye of His direction” is not straightforward. It is an occult formulation. In this formulation the first and second rays are inseparable. When the King turns His eye upon a group or aggregation of entities, that turning is equivalent to directing those upon whom the eye is turned.
 They are the hope of the world.
75. Those in whom the potencies of discipleship exist are the “hope of the world”. Usually, we think that Hierarchy is the “hope of the world”.

 This outpouring of directed energy means a great stimulation of all sensitive and responsive aspirants; the result is not an easy one for them.
76. It is quite an amazing thought that the great stimulation which aspirants and disciples may be experiencing is the result of the fact that Sanat Kumara has turned “the eye of His direction” upon them. This source of stimulation is as occult as it can be—in relation to our planet at least.

 Everything in them is raised to the surface of consciousness, and whilst they are faced with a vital and beneficent opportunity, they are also faced with the problem of absorbing more "punishment" (is not that the word I want, my brother?) than they would normally take.
77. If we wonder why the Dweller is exposed to the consciousness of the advancing disciple, we have here the reason.

78. The “eye” of Sanat Kumara presents opportunity—the opportunity (under Saturn, the “god of opportunity”) to absorb more than the customary amount of “punishment”. How many would welcome this as an opportunity?

 Will they break under the impact of self-discovery and the opportunity to eliminate personality? Or will they rise triumphant from the ashes of their dead selves into living power and beauty?

79. The question could not be clearer, for, indeed, it is possible to break under the stress of self-revelation.
80. The personality must die; it must become the dead self, from which may emerge living power and beauty.

Though Sanat Kumara is naturally unaware of the individual disciple or aspirant, He is not unaware of their massed effect, quality or status.
81. It is revealed how we are seen by the ‘eye of the King’. Together we count somewhat; individually, we do not.

82. Sanat Kumara is taking the gauge of the mass.

 Contact and relationship are based upon vibratory reaction, and the potency of the united vibration of the disciples and aspirants of the world is today—for the first time in human history—strong enough to reach Shamballa. This is a new and very interesting fact.

83. There must be something to which Sanat Kumara may respond, if He is to respond.
84. We are told that a new condition now exists in humanity. The united vibration of the disciples and aspirants of the world is sufficiently strong to reach Shamballa. This is a monumental development in the history of the human race upon this planet.

The Hierarchy therefore is:

1. In a position of extreme tension.

85. They are oriented simultaneously towards Shamballa and towards humanity.
86. Shamballa is putting Hierarchy under extreme pressure, far more so than its effect upon humanity.

2. In a condition of quiescent waiting. It awaits:

87. It awaits the precipitation of the Purpose as Plan.
a. The decision which is on the verge of emanating from the judgment seat of Sanat Kumara.

88. The term “judgment seat” is definitely significant in the context of this discussion on the Great Judgment.

89. We are using Biblical terminology here, but its occult nature is easily seen.
b. Notification as to the period and mode of the coming externalisation.

90. The entire Externalization process is controlled from ‘above’. Hierarchy is not self-determining in this regard.

91. The Externalization has a duration and a method. It does not last forever and must occur in a specific way.

c. The proposed influx into its ranks of disciples and aspirants.

92. It is Sanat Kumara’s will that aspirants and disciples enter the Hierarchy. For this influx Hierarchy must be prepared as previously stated; it will not be a simple or easy process.

d. The reaction, later to be sensed by Them, of the massed use of the Great Invocation.

93. The Great Invocation is sounding daily and Hierarchy is obliged to respond. But the response must be correct and in line with the will of Sanat Kumara.
e. The clear sounding of the invocative, though inchoate, [Page 64] cry of the masses of those who are not yet even upon the Probationary Path.

94. Hierarchy must also be attentive to the inchoate invocation of those who are not yet on the Probationary Path.
3. Passing through a process of reorganisation. This involves the following:

95. Thus, it must be subjected to Uranian and Aquarian influences.

96. We are speaking of how to recognize that Hierarchy is passing through a period of reorganization.

a. Senior disciples in the major Ashrams are now beginning to form subsidiary Ashrams, as I began to do in the year 1925.
97. The meaning of some terminology is clarified. A Master can be considered a “senior disciple”. DK became a Master in 1875 and waited fifty years to form an Ashram subsidiary to the great second ray Ashram of Master KH.

98. We note that 1925 was the year of the great Hierarchical Conclave, and presumably the year after which the move of Hierarchy to the buddhic plane took place, with Master R. becoming Mahachohan.

b. Owing to the war and the intensive efforts of the world disciples, more people along many and varied lines are being reached.

99. “World disciples” are initiates of the third degree and they are responsible for reaching many individuals.

100. Hierarchy is casting the net wide so that many different types of people can be reached. Salvation is for all humanity, not just the esotericists of the world.

c. The mode, methods and techniques of training (as I have earlier told you) are being remodeled and rearranged in order to suit the modern mind and needs.

101. There is a great revamping of procedures within Hierarchy. Master DK has presented some of the newer methods of discipleship training.

d. Senior disciples are undergoing a forcing process to enable them more rapidly to take the initiation immediately ahead of them. This necessarily brings added strains and risks, sometimes even to the point of death, but also greater spiritual light and life.
102. Here the definition of “senior disciples” is ambiguous. It may not mean one who has achieved the rank of Master.
103. In case we think that the “forcing process” is without strain and risk, our estimation is corrected. Straining forward to take the next initiation may even involve death. It is the consciousness which is of moment and not the fate of the form.

104. This is a very powerful statement and one that must be carefully taken into consideration.

4. At the entrance to the Way of the Higher Evolution, which is now more easily to be found, owing to the rapid construction of the antahkarana by enlightened souls functioning upon the physical plane and working desperately to aid humanity. Their spiritual desperation is what is needed to provide the required "point of tension" from whence the antahkarana can be built. There is a basic distinction between desperation and pessimism. Desperation is related to the time element and to a correct and discriminative perception of the need. Pessimism is related more to an unjust appraisement of the quality of humanity.
105. The members of Hierarchy are more easily finding the “entrance of the Way of the Higher Evolution”. The rapid construction of the antahkarana and the desperation to serve are two reasons why the entrance is more easily found.
106. The value of “spiritual desperation” is greatly emphasized. Does this come as a surprise?

107. It is as if I never have read these statements before—perhaps I have not. Have you?
108. We are to be characterized by “spiritual desperation” and not by “pessimism”. The pessimist, it seems, does not know the true value of humanity.

All these things are at this time characteristic of the Hierarchy.
109. “Spiritual desperation” characteristic of the Hierarchy—an amazing thought! They must know that time is short and the dangers exceedingly great.

 I would remind you that when you think of the Hierarchy you think in terms of the Masters (as most people do) or of the higher initiates. This is not correct. Every accepted disciple is within the periphery of the Hierarchy and of its influence, and—as I have frequently pointed out—all have in some past life taken the first initiation. Every disciple has [Page 65] been to Bethlehem and has seen the Star in the East—that star which shines forth in fuller splendour each time another initiation is taken.

110. We have here an expanded view of the nature of Hierarchy. It included accepted disciples. Further, all accepted disciples have taken the first initiation (except in the rarest instances).

111. All true disciples are initiates of the first degree. Elsewhere, we are told that every true aspirant has taken the first degree. The conclusion is that every true aspirant is, in fact, as disciple, and has taken the first degree.

112. The star of initiation shines forth not only at the third degree but at the first two initiations of the threshold as well.
The difference between such disciples as you and the more advanced initiates is that your basic orientation is different to that of the Masters. They are oriented to Shamballa; They are relatively unaffected by affairs and happenings in the three worlds, even though that is the sphere wherein Their work lies; there is nothing within Them to react to these phases of planetary livingness.
113. The higher initiates (advanced initiates) are oriented to Shamballa, quite unaffected by affairs in the three worlds. They want nothing from those three worlds. They wish only to help. They are beyond reactivity to these lower worlds, and obviously, this is not true of us.
 Disciples and all initiates below the third initiation are oriented to the Hierarchy. Not the Council Chamber at Shamballa or the Way to the Higher Evolution engrosses their attention, but the life of the Ashram with which they are affiliated and the Way of Initiation.
114. DK is describing the orientation of most of us—to the Hierarchy, to the Ashram, and this is as it should be.

115. Here He uses the phrase, the “Way of Initiation”—not so commonly appearing.

116. Still, we do learn that initiates below the third initiation, can indeed be engrossed in the affairs of the Ashram.

 This is a useful point to bear in mind. There is much in them which can and will react to qualities and events within the three worlds, and—from the angle of the human consciousness—life for them is very difficult because the dualism of existence is apt to produce violent strain.
117. Strain comes from division and irresolution between the divided parts. Those who read DK’s books are, for the most part, reacting to qualities and events within the three worlds. They are in period of unavoidable transitional strain.
The extreme psychical tension affecting the Hierarchy puts an undue strain upon the emotions and the mental mechanism of the disciple because he is, as yet, unable to achieve that "quiescent waiting" which distinguishes the higher initiates.
118. Here we are given a reason for the strain we so often experience. That Hierarchy may be subject to “extreme psychical tension” may seem a new idea to many. That this strain will have an effect upon disciples may also be seen as new.

119. What enables the higher initiate to achieve “quiescent waiting”? May we say that it is an aspect of the spiritual will which has, in the higher initiate, reached a high degree of development?

120. Patience is a quality greatly associated with the will. Such an initiate is attuning with Plan and Purpose and has proved to himself that it is utterly futile to do otherwise. Action that is not impulsed from Shamballa leads nowhere.

 The Will of God is not yet adequately factual in his consciousness; he is preoccupied with the attempt to make his personal will synchronise with the spiritual will of the soul—a very different matter.
121. DK continues to contrast the orientation of the higher initiate with that of the disciple. As stated, the higher initiate has developed the Will of God within His nature. The task of synchronization with the will of the soul pertains to the disciple. It is a preliminary phase filled with the rebellion of the personal will.
 The reorganisation being planned at this time by the Hierarchy and by the ashramic groups affects the personal lives of disciples and their efforts at accepting training; with the proposed changes and with the results of the outer ashramic work they must fall in line and they must accept the changing curriculum. 
122. DK speaks of a changing curriculum in discipleship training.

123. The pressure upon disciples arising from within the Hierarchy is considerable. All is undergoing reorganization. Do we sense ourselves to be part of that reorganization? Do we realize factually what is happening?

Forget not that disciples in this particular period have to make adjustments which are not easy. They have been taught in terms of the old tradition, perpetuated and summarised by the Theosophical, Rosicrucian and other occult groups; 
124. DK speaks of past conditioning, naming some of the groups that are responsible (for better or for worse) for perpetuating that conditioning.

they have had, since 1900, to accept and work with the newer modes of training and the changing forms of teaching applied by the Masters Who take pupils.
125. Not all Masters take pupils, but those who do have been changing their methods of offering training.

126. It is interesting that 1900 is quoted as the origin of a time of change. We might say that every turn of a century offers new opportunity from a first ray perspective.

 This has created temporary [Page 66] difficulties which will not be present when the newer modes and methods are more generally established. 
127. With regard to discipleship training, we are in the midst of difficult times. As always, transitional periods are more difficult than periods in which the transition is past and the newer methods solidly instituted. 

128. There are still more than one hundred years before the Age of Aquarius is fully with us (according to the ayanamsa offered by Master DK). We are still, therefore, very much in a period of overlap with Aquarian and Piscean energies contending.

The problem, therefore, of the modern disciple is peculiarly hard, and the Masters bear this ever in mind. 
129. They do not, therefore, in the words of Master Morya, attempt to place the load of a camel on a donkey.

Also the strain of the world cataclysm has increased these difficulties, and that strain is far more wide-reaching than is generally believed.
130. We are spared knowing the full disruption of the time we are passing through. DK’s words about the disruption in the etheric web, however, should give us some idea of the occult disruption which lies behind the more evident external disruptions.

 Do you realise wherein the strain consists, apart from the physical disasters and chaos, with its agony, despair, anxiety, and its demand for a poised and efficient exterior to be presented to the world? Do you appreciate the keen ability of the trained disciple to react to the harrowing conditions of human suffering and to penetrate the controlled response which has to be given?
131. DK is calling for something very difficult—a full appreciation of horror, followed by a poised, efficient and controlled response. No one respects anyone who, in the face of difficulty loses composure.
132. This demands the ‘containment’ of severely contrasting energies and subjects disciples to great tests.

133. DK seems to be telling His chelas that they have not yet mastered the necessary response.

There are also other factors of a more subjective nature to which the disciple is sensitive, and among them are the following:

134. DK lists some of the subjective factors which make the modern disciple’s life so difficult.

1. The astral or emotional vortex which humanity has inevitably set up as a result of registered pain and through which the observing disciple must move.

135. The problem lies not only in outer events but in the astral reactions which easily engulf the “swimmer”. It is hard to fight against being swept off one’s feet by powerful astral currents.
2. The glamour induced upon the astral plane as the result of three intermingling and inflowing streams of energy:

136. The emotional vortex is one thing; the addition of intense glamor a further complication.

a. The energies set in motion by the uprising cry of humanity itself, which inevitably shapes and moulds astral substance.

137. Astral substance is in a distressed condition.

b. The new inflowing spiritual energies which the planetary Logos is steadily bringing to bear upon human life and upon all forms of physical existence. These must traverse or cut across the astral realm in reaching the physical plane.
138. It is interesting to see the relationship of the higher energies to the lower—they must “cut across the astral realm”. They must not be engulfed and swept aside.

c. The retreating forces of evil which are endeavouring to make a last desperate stand upon the astral plane.

139. Well, the war was over when this was written. DK knew that the forces of evil, beaten (at least temporarily) had not given up the fight. We can see that even today, they have not given up the fight.
140. These three currents—one high and one low contending for the soul of man, when mixing with the cry of humanity must produce tremendous confusion on the astral plane.
These three types of force (when brought into relation with each other) are producing an unparalleled vortex of energy of which all disciples are necessarily aware, particularly those (and they are a large number) who are preparing for the second initiation. 
141. The particular astral difficulties of the candidate for the second initiation are highlighted. A true disciple is already an initiate of the first degree, so naturally, there would be, among disciples, a very large number applying for the next degree—the second.
142. Disciples who are applicants for the third degree are more mentally focussed and thus less aware of the astral conditions because not primarily focussed on that level.
All disciples, working among their fellowmen, [Page 67] are brought into contact with this astral whirlpool. (I would call the attention of D.E.I. to this fact because it accounts for his reaction during the past two years and has led him to relinquish his position in my outer work and to retire into a phase of living which will provide him with no true scope for his pledged experience and his years of training;
143. Whether or not his initiatory orientation leads him to focus on the astral plane, a disciple’s work with his fellow human beings will necessarily bring him into contact with the astral whirlpool.

144. DK points out one of the apparent casualties of contact with the astral whirlpool. A trusted disciple (DEI) has relinquished his position (probably at Lucis Trust Headquarters) for some position in life which offers no true opportunity for growth of disciplic expression. DK is especially regretful when abdications of this nature occur. The disciple is, quite unknown to himself, removing himself from the possibility of effectiveness.
 this present phase is in the nature of a cul-de-sac.
145. DK foresees that there will be no exit for DEI, no way out or through.

 Eventually he will have to retrace his steps and admit the reality of the time lost—lost in the moment of humanity's greatest need. Yet he will retrace his steps. I mention this as it is a typical instance of the effects of this glamour.)

146. DK seems to be suggesting that DEI is one of those preparing for the second initiation, but who has not passed it. I am recalling that the rays of DEI were 21-213. The ray one astral body may have given an especially intense response to the glamor.
147. One can see that DK feels the loss which His disciple must and will experience. To the Master it must seem such an unnecessary shame for a disciple to give up well-prepared opportunities. The problem of the loss is compounded because the moment is at the hour of humanity’s greatest need.

148. No disciple should consider himself safe from unpredictable repudiation of prepared opportunities. There is something about the Dweller which is capricious.

3. The stimulation to which the lower vehicles of a disciple are unavoidably subjected. This evokes a full expression of all his inherent qualities, both good and bad. Everything in his nature is intensified, and the more mental he may be, the more he is consciously aware of these revelations. If his orientation is towards his life expression in the three worlds, a phase of depression, of self-accusation and frequently of doubt may have to be endured, thus handicapping his general usefulness.

149. Excessive stimulation will lead to a full revelation of inherent quality—both good and bad.
150. What will a disciple do in face of such revelations? Awareness of them may bring about a handicapping psychological reaction:

a. Depression

b. Self-accusation

c. Doubt

151. All disciples must endure this revelation. The merit or demerit comes with the response to what is seen.

4. The evocation of a strong sense of the soul within the personality. An emphasis upon the attitude of the soul to the personality life may also be induced and may prove very misleading. It would appear from the (apparently) voiced expression of soul comment, criticism, encouragement and planning that the main interest of the soul is with the dedicated personality. Such is not the case. The soul is very little aware of the personality nature, its disposition and ideas. 
152. DK corrects a misapprehension. When people imagine that the soul is making constant comment, offering encouragement or criticism and plans, such people are in illusion. The soul does not work this way nor is it interested in the affairs, per se, of the life of its personality. It is the voice of the personality that is being heard, often masquerading as that of the soul.
The soul can be conscious of the limitations within the personality and of the barriers opposed to the inflow of soul energy, but the details are of no interest to the soul. The soul is occupied with recognising hierarchical planning, with registering world need, and with responding (faintly, very faintly at first) to the developing monadic inflow. 
153. We have a very important section here, describing the soul’s real interests and not those imagined by the personality. The soul is not interested in personality details.

154. The soul is interested in:

a. Recognizing hierarchical planning

b. Registering world need

c. Responding faintly to monadic inflow

155. When speaking of the “soul” in this context, we do not necessarily mean the Solar Angel. We mean that part of the Solar Angel which has blended with human consciousness on the higher mental plane.

These attitudes and reactions of the soul (upon its own plane of being) affect profoundly and fundamentally the personality life and produce those basic changes which evoke the vocation of the disciple.
156. The important point to grasp is that soul attitudes deeply affect personality life.

157. The vocation of the personality is evoked from above. The recognition of vocation is a response to recognized soul activity.

 The disciple is occupied with vocation and not so much with evocation. (I would call this to the attention of [Page 68] D.H.B. This type of evoked response is in the nature of illusion. He will know to what I am referring.)

158. DHB was preparing for the third initiation, and so Master DK uses the word “illusion” to describe the psychological condition into which DHB had fallen. It was one which involved ambition and the visualizing of a certain role for himself in the work as AAB’s replacement (at least in relation to one type of activity).
159. In vocation lies the ‘high calling’ which every disciple must follow. One must not seek to evoke from the soul that which seems to be soul advice.

160. Master DK continues below the catalogue of subjective factors to which the disciple is sensitive.

5. The danger of "Imperil," as the Master Morya has called it. This is somewhat erroneously interpreted as irritation by the neophyte, but it is not in fact irritation in the ordinary connotation of the word.
161. DK clarifies the true meaning of “Imperil”—a much needed clarification. 

162. Imperil is, of course, a subjective factor and a very destructive impediment to the discipleship life as it should be lived.

 The surface ripples of ordinary irritation and the evanescent angers to which all disciples are prone are relatively of small importance. 
163. DK puts things in proportion. Ordinary irritations and evanescent angers are of little importance.

They pass and, in the sum total of the soul's attitudes to the personality, evoke no response or registration whatsoever.
164. The soul on its own plane does not even notice such passing phenomena.

 What is referred to is the reaction of the disciple to world evil. This produces uncertainty as to the future, annoyance at what is being done throughout the planet by non-disciples, criticism of national and international planning and a general atmosphere of unhappiness, plus a sense of superior knowledge. All this is expressed in a negative, unconstructive manner. 
165. Let us tabulate what Master DK means by imperil so that we may fix it in our minds:

a. Uncertainty as to the future

b. Annoyance at what is being done throughout the world by non-disciples

c. Criticism of national and international planning

d. A general atmosphere of unhappiness

e. An attitude of superior knowledge.

f. Unconstructive, negative expression

166. Perhaps some can recognize themselves in this description.

To this many disciples are today prone; they need to realise that world affairs are not and cannot be moulded or determined by any hierarchical knowledge in the possession of the disciple.
167. The disciple is ‘irritated’ at the incompetence of the non-disciples who often seem to be in charge of how the world is run.

 World affairs and conditions have necessarily to be based upon the demand and the point in evolution of the mass of humanity, working through their representatives, chosen or imposed, in every country. 
168. In a way, Imperil is an unrealistic attitude, a fretful wishing that conditions were other than as they are, mixed with constant criticism of those who apparently have created such conditions.

This demand can be and is affected, modified and spiritualised by the attitude and the teaching of disciples everywhere who are vocal and of humanitarian instinct.
169. It is the demand of humanity (as its own stage of evolution) which evokes those who become its representatives and who, therefore, condition the trends of human living.

170. DK tells us that this demand can be conditioned by disciples and their teaching, and this we should remember. We can assist in the elevation of the demand.


 If, however, the will and knowledge of disciples in all nations were to condition world affairs and control entirely the political, economic and social life of the people, it would produce a far more serious cleavage than now exists, for instance between the rich and the poor, or between the classes and the castes. 
171. DK foresees what most disciples cannot: were disciples in power in all nations, and should the disciple’s sense of values condition human living, a very great cleavage would arise

It would produce a pronounced line of demarcation between the Kingdom of God and the kingdom of men. 
172. The Masters find it better to blur the distinction. We are not yet at the Judgment Day and it is premature to draw the line between the Kingdom of Souls and humanity too precisely.

This would run counter to hierarchical intention, which is rapidly healing the existent breach, and thus offset the work which Christ set out to do on Earth.
173. Hierarchy is rapidly creating a bridge between these two kingdoms or sets of values. Avoidance of defining too clearly the line of demarcation is one method of healing.

174. DK is telling us that well-meaning disciples would find themselves undoing the work which the Christ set out to do. If the people in general are not ready for discipleship, they cannot be forced into it.

 This point is often overlooked by well-intentioned disciples. It is humanity which determines its own destiny. Disciples point the way, indicate the vision, set a needed example and emphasise the ancient landmarks.

175. The Masters, from their own level, could ‘step-in’ and reorganize society, forcing their values and agenda upon humanity, but nothing of a lasting nature would be achieved, because the transmutation process would be stopped by imposition.
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A realisation of these few points which I have chosen to enumerate out of many, will indicate to you the difficulties with which disciples are today confronted—each of you among the many who are also struggling to meet human need in a modern world.

176. DK is telling us of the difficulties confronting disciples, and especially the subjective difficulties.
177. A review of the causes of these subjective difficulties might be useful: 

a. The astral vortex created through the reaction to pain.

b. The mingling of three currents upon the astral plane: from hierarchy, from humanity and from the black lodge.

c. The overstimulation of the three lower vehicles

d. The evocation of a strong sense of soul in relation to the personality

e. The presence of Imperil in the psychological life of the disciple

As a group of ashramic affiliates, you (together with disciples everywhere) are all reacting to this inflow of energies, and with consequent conflict;
178. DK calls the members of the New Seed Group a “group of ashramic affiliates”. He does not speak of them as if they were full members of the Ashram.

 with some of you it has produced a definite crisis and one that you have not yet resolved; with one or two of you in this group, it has led to a seething inner turmoil accompanied by an overemphasised introspection.
179. DK talks of some difficult results arising within a number of His chelas. These results have arisen precisely because of the subjective conditions He has just described.
 This will be apt (if too protracted) to hinder your exoteric service.
180. Seething inner turmoil and over-emphasized introspection will, together, hinder exoteric service.

 It is needless to remark that all of you need to become so sensitive to the quality of my Ashram, and so preoccupied with the opportunity to serve which confronts every disciple these days, that your own personal development, your unique problem (so regarded by you) and your reactions should be forgotten. You need to remember that you are not as interesting to your soul as you may think.
181. DK is calling for the members of the New Seed Group to become lost in service rather than in preoccupation with themselves.
182. What are the disciples to forget:

a. Their own personal development

b. Their unique problem (as they regard it)

c. Their reactions

From the angle of the Master, it is the ability of the soul to control its instrument, the personality, and to work through it, that is of interest; it is for these types of ability that He looks, and not at the reaction of the personality. This is hard, if not humiliating, for the disciple to remember. 
183. What is the Master really interested in? The ability of the soul to control the personality.

184. The Path of Discipleship is full of humbling, and even humiliating, experiences. DK is reminding His chelas of a few that they cannot avoid facing.

The more engrossed he is with his personal responsiveness and capacities, the more impenetrable the barriers he is setting up between himself (upon the physical plane) and his soul; as a result of this, barriers are then being set up between the disciple and the life of the Ashram of which he is intended to form a part.
185. DK is telling His chelas what prevents them from really being full members of an Ashram. It is a type of wrong engrossment. Chelas are engrossed in their own personality—its responsiveness and capacities.
186. If there is a barrier between the personality and the soul on its own plane, then that same barrier will exist between the disciple and the Ashram.

 Have this in mind and be, therefore, so occupied with the life of the soul that you have no time for personality introspection. 
187. DK is warning His probably very introspective group away from preoccupation with personality introspection. Occupation with the life of the soul is something quite other than personality introspection. It is a different focus.

The pure life of the soul will galvanise the centres above the diaphragm into activity, and your lives will become simple and uncomplicated expressions of the second aspect of divinity—of which all Ashrams are focal points.

188. This is said so simply. The centers above the diaphragm are to be galvanized into activity and love-wisdom is to emerge in expression in an uncomplicated manner.
189. DK tells us that all Ashrams are focal points of love-wisdom. The Hierarchy, after all, is the Hierarchy of Love.

As you know, it is not my intention to give you any more personal instructions; you no longer need them during the rest of this life, because if you carry out those already given [Page 70] there will be nothing to hinder your taking the initiation which is for you the next step forward.
190. DK has done all He could for His chelas. He has given them the necessary knowledge. Theirs is the task to apply it, and if they do so, they will find that they have enough to take them through that particular initiation which is for them the objective.

 Do you realise the import of what I am saying?
191. DK is saying something of great importance. He has given all that is necessary—personally. Now He leaves it to His chelas to apply that which has been given.

 This initiation which confronts you can be taken either during the remaining years which are left to you; this, in the majority of cases is not probable, though a small minority—a very small minority—may achieve the goal. 
192. DK has done much to prepare His chelas to take the initiation which confronts them. He is, of course, a realist and knows that that particular initiation is not likely to be taken in the remainder of the particular incarnated life at hand.

Or initiation may be taken in the interim period between incarnations, or else immediately upon return to physical plane life. This latter is the most probable for those who are not taking initiations higher than the third; and, at present, for that initiation I am not preparing disciples.
193. DK says something He seems elsewhere to flatly contradict. Usually, it is said, a physical brain (and thus incarnation) is necessary to take initiation.
194. Here he states that initiation can be taken between incarnations, though He does not seem to state that it is a probability.

195. The more likely prospect is to take in the next incarnation the initiation for which the disciple is being prepared.

196. DK tells us here that He is not preparing disciples to take the third degree. Elsewhere, He seems to suggest that He is preparing candidates for the third degree. In one case, that of DHB, it is flatly given that this disciple is preparing for the third degree, and obviously DK is giving Him the training that He needs.

197. Initiations four and five could, it seems, be more easily taken between incarnations.

 It is usually regarded as essential that disciples who are taking the second or third initiations should register them in their brain consciousness.
198. Now DK states the requirement He has mentioned elsewhere—the need for a brain if one is to take initiation (especially the second or the third).

 As I have often told you, the initiate consciousness is not the factor which requires to be thus recorded; it is seldom so. Recognition of it comes when the candidate is participating in the "esoteric installation" of a candidate into the ranks of the Great White Lodge.
199. It seems that confirmed recognition of initiate consciousness comes on the inner planes during “esoteric installation”.
200. The establishment of “initiate consciousness” precedes the factor of “esoteric installation” because a candidate is always initiate before he is initiated. The fact precedes the ceremony.

 What the disciple undergoing initiation (and I choose the word "undergoing" with deliberation) must and eventually does record are the crises which brought about his fitness to take initiation, as it is erroneously called in theosophical circles.
201. One does not really “take” initiation; he “undergoes” it.

202. What is remembered? The crises which brought about fitness to take initiation. In other words, we seem to remember the crises of the burning ground.

203. The word “undergoing” suggests a process of greater or lesser length, and not simply a confirmatory event.

 These, correctly handled and surmounted, will result in his being an initiate—a very different interpretation to the current theosophical one. 
204. Master DK is correcting some erroneous conceptions. Crises correctly handled and surmounted lead to initiation—not so much the ceremony (which is inevitable at length) but to the condition of “being an initiate”.
As I often told you, a man is an initiate, prior to any initiation ceremony. The ceremony concerns hierarchical recognition of the disciple and does not concern the candidate's fitness. I find it needful to reiterate this fact.

205. Two issues are before us. One is the fitness to be an initiate; the other is the hierarchical ceremony which recognizes that fitness. The emphasis should obviously be placed on the former.

The planetary crises through which the planetary Logos is at this time passing should result in the emergence of many initiates; no true disciple is exempt from the effects of this planetary situation.

206. The fact that so many disciples are passing through initiation is the result of the initiatory process through which the Planetary Logos is passing, and He, probably because of the initiatory process through which the Solar Logos is passing, and so forth.

207. Many initiates are to emerge; the space time schedule of the Planetary Logos demands this. 

Inevitably, changes are wrought by the soul in the personal life. When these changes are focussed through the lower centres and the lower bodies, the general result is purification and character building. The aspirant is then still upon the Probationary Path.
208. We are offered an important discrimination between those on the Probationary path and those on the Path of Discipleship.

209. For the probationer, the changes in the personal life wrought by the soul are focussed in the lower centers and the lower bodies.

210. The result is purification and character building.

 When the disciple is in the position where he can pass through the first three initiations, then the inflowing energies work through the heart, [Page 71] the throat and the ajna centres;
211. The discrimination between the various stages of the Path is related to the activation of various centers.

212. The first three initiations focus energy, it seems, through the heart, the throat and ajna center respectively. The throat is suitable for the second initiation because at that time there is a strong emphasis upon spiritual intelligence and mental focus.
213. There is a relationship between the first initiation and the fourth through the heart center.

 when the highest head centre and the lowest spinal centre are simultaneously involved, the disciple is then able to take the higher major initiations.
214. The phrase used is “higher major initiations”. The fourth initiation may be included, but the initiation which truly and finally relates crown to base is the fifth (cf. R&I 340)

215. We note that there are a number of head centers, but here DK is talking about the “highest” of them. This is the thousand petalled lotus.

 Much of this has been given you in the earlier teaching you have received, but I repeat these statements, so that with clarity you may proceed.
One of you asked a question concerning divine intervention as a result of prayer, and I would point out that there is a distinction between Divine Intervention and Answered Prayer.
216. DK often asked His students to ask Him questions. They did, and quite a few of the responses have found their way into the Blue Books as text.

217. The distinction between Divine Intervention and Answered Prayer is clear; with Divine Intervention may occur without the supplication of man.

 One admits of reciprocal energies, the other predicates action from above only. The measure of success in either case is dependent upon humanity as a whole. Classically the body is not equipped to receive the fire, until consciousness is importuned to racial need.
218. DK speaks of the possibility of receiving the fire. When consciousness importunes according to racial need, then the fire may be received with safety. If consciousness importunes for itself alone, there is no safety. The higher energies demand group consciousness or awareness for their safe release.
 This is secondary to Divine Intervention which isolates the few and uses their organism to fuse and free the energies of dispersion. This is sudden death to the physical vehicle if unprepared. Think upon this and know the consequences of emotional fanaticism.

219. “Do not be righteous overmuch; why should’st thou die?”
220. Divine Intervention suggests selection from ‘above’. 

221. But the fire will kill the lower vehicle if that vehicle is unprepared.

222. The emotional fanatic importunes the descending energy so ardently that response may occur, but has the vehicle been prepared through true group concern, true importunity on behalf of the group?

223. It would seem that Divine Intervention is an altogether more potent descent of the fire than Response to Prayer.

There are three ways whereby the inception may come:

224. DK may here be talking about Divine Intervention.

1. Disciples aware of their charge, relinquish all personal ambition and are willing to meet the test and be used. For, be not surprised my brother, a disciple can meet the test if he will. Accepted discipleship is in itself a guarantee of a certain amount of preparedness administered through right devotion, pure purpose and rigid discipline.

225. A selfless readiness to be used may invoke Divine Intervention. Clearly, personal ambition is a deterrent. It prevents right distribution, appropriating for the lower ego that which should belong to the group.
226. If one is an accepted disciple, he has already passed through much:

a. Right devotion

b. Pure purpose

c. Rigid discipline

227. It must be the case that all those in DK’s group of accepted disciples had passed through such requirements in earlier times

2. The focussed intent of the hard pressed peoples of the world clamouring for peace, forms a nucleus of unregenerate energy which can and will be used. It is less potent in effect, but in these days of crisis everything must be used.

228. The powers divine will use anything that can be used. The many who clamor for peace can also be used as a channel for descending energy.
3. Every kingdom on earth is encumbered with shock—animal, vegetable, mineral, as well as human. This disturbance is a phase of promotion. There are crashed areas of released energy, causing forces to be freed which again can and will be used in the reconstruction.

229. Disturbed energies in relation to the various kingdoms also present opportunities for Divine Intervention. Where crashes have occurred energies are released and these energies can be used for the purposes of reconstruction.
230. One wonders of the significance of crashes of many kinds in the life of man, and the subsequent release of energies for reconstructive purposes.
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The responsibility of this group is purpose. It is will fused and blended and dispersed. I charge you to waste no time in idle speculation, but to carry your responsibility as it should be carried, remembering that your only value is group determined. Placement determines effort (I suggest that you analyse this statement). Consequences are hierarchical. There is lowered vitality in the world today due to a fear psychosis.

231. A number of interesting ideas (not necessarily easy of interpretation) are put together here.
232. The group has the responsibility of maintaining correct purpose.

233. There is an interesting definition of purpose here given: “it is will fused and blended and dispersed”. This will require much pondering.

234. There is a need for a blended group will, formed under a specifically ashramic pattern.

235. DK calls for practical action. One could speculate about much, but the duties to be carried out by both individuals and the group are clear.

236. A humbling statement is given: “your only value is group determined”. This means that, relatively, the chela has not individual value—at least to the Master and at least at this time.

237. “Placement determines effort”. Well, perhaps, “noblesse oblige”. The more highly placed within the Ashram, the more is expected.
The consequences of all individual/group action are hierarchical.

238. Amazing that so many seed thoughts should be put together in a short segment!
239. Why, now, speak of a fear psychosis? DK seems to be saying that much malfunction of the psyche is due to a pervasive fear—fear becoming a disease, really.
Command your forces, stand in the Light, and the suspended mental link will recharge the magnetic field for which you, as a group, are responsible. The fusion exists in a small degree now, but Purpose is the magnetised line along which the fire may travel.

240. This word goes forth to all DK’s disciples.
241. DK is asking for a willful marshalling of forces under will and purpose.
242. The “suspended mental link” seems another interesting name for the antahkarana, and one of the functions of this bridge is recharging of the magnetic, auric field.

243. It is a responsibility for the group to recharge its field.
244. The ‘suspension’ could well occur from the mental permanent atom rather than being an extension of the mental unit.
245. The fusion is not yet adequate, but given shared Purpose, the fire which can recharge the magnetic field can travel along that line of Purpose and perform its task.

You have preserved your interest and effort for many years now. Can you continue with this enterprise? It is for you a task of perseverance and of faith. You may not in your various lifetimes see the world results. That I frankly tell you. You can undoubtedly realise and reap the benefit of the group results, for your fusion into one close bond of brotherhood and devotion, into one united band treading the Path together is adequate reward. It will offset the usual loneliness of the disciple's way and enable him to realise that he travels not alone.

246. Master DK exhorts. He intends to incite to perseverance and faith. 
247. He offers the incentive of “fusion into one close bond of brotherhood and devotion…one united band treading the Path together…” This He says is adequate reward for all faith-filled persevering effort.

248. Loneliness is an illusion; the keen sense of brotherhood offsets it.

Above and beyond your personal compensation (which some of you know already to be your group relation and its persistence) 
249. What is the nature of our personal compensation? Here we are told that it is “group relation and its persistence”. Let us ponder on this. Do we consider these adequate compensation for our efforts?

will be the building of an aspect of the mechanism of contact and of approach which can be known and seen by Us from the other side of life, but which has to be largely taken on faith by you.
250. This is the antahkarana—shall we call it the ‘projected mental link’?.

251. The results of this building cannot be seen by the average disciple, however much it is seen from the “other side” by the Masters and high initiates.

252. Faith is required with regard to its existence. Of course, it can always be detected in operation, in which instance faith will give place to knowledge if not sight.

 It might be regarded as the mechanism of inspiration, for—in the last analysis—it is individual and world inspiration which is the goal of all our work. 
253. Inspiration is considered as the goal to this type of work. Both kinds of inspiration are accepted—individual and world inspiration, and supposedly group inspiration in a mediating position.

This mechanism is a subjective fact, and is slowly built as disciples aspire and serve and obey. It is an individual mechanism, and a group mechanism, and will eventually form part of the mechanism of humanity, viewing it as a whole and as the fourth kingdom in nature. 
254. DK is speaking of the progressive building of the antahkarana. Really, there is but one planetary antahkarana, and all individual and group antahkaranas are a part of it.

This kingdom is destined to act as a transmitter of force, of energy and life and of inspiration to the three subhuman kingdoms. It is this mechanism which [Page 73] will constitute the bridge between the fourth and fifth kingdoms. It is the individual and the group antahkarana.

255. DK speaks of the goal of all antahkarana-building. The human kingdom is to have its antahkarana, whereby it may receive from the higher kingdoms and transmit to the lower.
I am going to change your full moon work a little. Proceed as heretofore, but as you stand with me before the "open window"' and prior to the attempt to hear me speak the words which I may have for you, imagine yourselves as bathed in a vivid butter-coloured living light which is pouring through the open window and enveloping the group. 
256. This description of color surely suggests the buddhic quality. How much red is in the yellow? Perhaps this is up to the imagination to discover.

Note, as this happens, which centre responds or registers the vibration and stimulation or any phenomena of any kind, and then record this upon your monthly reports. 
257. Within the occult diary all impacts upon centers are of great importance. In this way we become spiritual scientists, somewhat clinically noting our process.

I am also going to change the words spoken and am choosing phrases which will convey a pictorial connotation to your minds;
258. DK is trying to reach His disciples is various ways. If the butter-colored living light suggests increasing access to buddhi, the pictorial connotation suggests the link between buddhi and the astral plane.

 in this way the power of visualisation will be evoked and aid you in registering what I say. 
259. It is the power of visualization which DK seeks to evoke through this change.

Here are the phrases among which I shall choose one for each full moon contact.

1. The golden lotus of the heart.


7. The triangle of fire.

2. The burning ground of fiery red.


8. The golden way to God.

3. The mountain top, bathed in the morning sunrise.
9. The ocean and the rocky shore.

4. The uplifted hand.




10. The silver torch.

5. The equal four-armed cross.


11. The iridescent cube.

6. The open door.




12. The burning bush.

260. Each of these word formulas is extremely evocative. The images suggested are vivid and are related to other vivid images. As well, the ideas conveyed in relation to each phrase admit of extensive elaboration.
261. It would not serve to begin listing all that might be said in relation to each pictorial phrase. That is best left to each of us individually.

262. Each of these phrases is something of a formula for the enhancement of consciousness. The image contains a certain quality of energy which brings the one visualizing into increasing rapport with a significant occult fact or pattern.

263. It would probably be best to work with these symbols for at least a week each, or even a month and see what doors they may open.

I shall picture these to you and name them in your hearing. Note whether you can both see and hear.

264. DK is combining two senses as he offers these images—hearing and sight. They are both named and “pictured”. Perhaps in combination the telepathic impact would be increased.

My blessing rests upon you and together we go forward into the future.
265. The sense of companionship with the Master is very strong. There is no essential difference between Master and chela; this Master DK has many times conveyed with resultant inspiration.

