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Mars—Aries and Libra

Mars in Aries or Mars in Relation to Aries

(from Esoteric Astrology)

1. Mars in Relation to Aries is Involved in a Needed Purification 
“Through the fiery processes of war and strife, brought to the individual through the influence of the planetary ruler, Mars, the God of War, a needed purification takes place.” (EA 95-96)
2. Mars Embodying Sixth Ray Force 
[Mars in relation to Aries] Mars embodies sixth ray force which leads to idealism, destructive fanaticism frequently, struggle, strife, war, effort and evolution. (EA 99)
3. Mars rules last decanate of Aries (on the Reversed Wheel). (cf. EA 106)
4. Mars rules the first decanate of Aries if Aries is partitioned among the members of the Fire Triplicity. Aries, exoterically ruled by Mars, would then correspond to the first decanate.

5. Mars and the Dynamics of Aries:
“Mars appears first of all as the orthodox ruler in Aries, the sign in which the first move is made towards bringing about objective manifestation, or physical incarnation.” (EA 210)
6. Mars in Aries Related to the War Between the Dualities:
[The man] “started in Aries with Mars ruling, and the great war between the dualities which constitute the man began. The pairs of opposites were thus brought into relation with each other.” (EA 210)
7. Mars in Relation to Aries—Producing Great Revelation:
“The effect of Mars is, therefore, largely mass effect and group results, producing great struggles but leading to great revelation. In Aries, it is the final revelation of the nature of knowledge and the purpose of incarnation.” (EA 210-211)
Specific Expression of Mars in Aries

1. Mars (in Aries) in Relation to the Dense Physical Vehicle: The physical nature tends to be highly energized and strong (especially for short applications of energy). Acute physical conditions appear without warning; sudden fevers which burn away impurities are common. 


2. Mars (in Aries) in Relation to the Etheric Vehicle: The etheric body experiences bursts of energy leading to action. Etheric flows are irregular.


3. Mars (in Aries) in Relation to the Astral Vehicle: The astral nature is fiery, restless and turbulent—rajasic rather than tamasic or sattvic. Reactivity is sudden and strong; there is little emotional restraint. There is a tendency towards emotional outbursts, sudden “flare-ups” which rapidly subside. The “blood boils” easily. Blood (symbolized by Mars) rushes to the head (ruled by Aries). There is strong impulsiveness—acting “on the spur of the moment”—prompted by keen and insistent desires. Thus, initiatives are rapidly undertaken; there is a rapid and unrestrained response to the impulsions of desire.


4. Mars (in Aries) in Relation to the Concrete Mind: Mars in Aries sharpens the concrete mind (depending upon the level of evolution), making its expressions incisive and oriented towards rapid action. The mind becomes the servant of the personal will creating thoughtforms which both direct and impose.


5. Mars (in Aries) in Relation to the Personality as a Whole: The entire personality is highly energized, mobilized and inclined towards great efforts, whether these efforts are impulsed by desire or more directed by will. The personality confronts life, insisting upon its own way, and forcing the environment to conform to its thoughts.


6. Mars (in Aries) in Relation to Glamors and Necessary Transmutation and Transformations: Glamors derive from impatience, impulsiveness, a too-eager, too-emphatic response, and an excessively combative attitude. Idealism may be over-emphasized to the point of fanaticism. A condition of too much heat and too little light, leads astray. Disproportion estimation blinds the eye to true values. The instinctual, desire-driven animal nature is accentuated, and prevents a more refined response to the soul. This ill-regulated animal nature requires subduing, taming and training, and, then, culturing.


7. Mars (in Aries) in Relation to Sex: Sexual energy is spontaneous and easily aroused, with a tendency to be unregulated or, at least, insufficiently regulated by thought. The urge to fecundation, to the scattering of the seed is pronounced in Aries—the sign of all beginnings.


8. Mars (in Aries) in Relation to the Management and Expenditure of Energy: There is a tendency to towards the excessive Management and Expenditure of energy. Through over-estimation, more energy is often applied than needed; thus there is waste.


9. Mars (in Aries) in Relation to Courage: The personality tends to be courageous and willing to fight for what it thinks and believes. There is a ready will to confront obstacles (even if that confrontation is hasty, impulsive and insufficiently thought through).


10. Mars (in Aries) in Relation to Aspiration: The aspirational life is fiery, potent and easily ignited


11. Mars (in Aries) in Relation to Idealism: Mars in Aries greatly stimulates the idealism of the personality and its tendencies towards fiery devotion. Such individuals to commit themselves fully (if at times inconsistently) to their beliefs, visions, causes—in short, to their ideals.


12. Mars (in Aries) in Relation to Life’s Battlefield and the Readiness and Willingness to Fight: Mars in Aries gives, above all, the ready willingness to fight—be it for one’s desires, one’s personal will, or one’s ideals. Four directives are given in relation to Aries. One of them is most related to this combination: “Enter into battle for the Lord.” (EA 93) Resistance (whether from persons, places or things) is the ‘enemy’ and must be overcome. Such persons force their way through life engaging in many necessary (and very many unnecessary) conflicts.

13. Mars (in Aries) in Relation to the Nature of Personality Rebellion against the Soul: In general, during the early period in which there is an interplay between the soul and its personality, the desire-driven personality is in frequent and energetic combat with soul tendency. The rebellion of the personality is accentuated, aggravated by rampant, unrestrained forces expressing through the various personality vehicles.

14. Mars (in Aries) in Relation to Personality Cooperation with the Soul: After some experience upon the reversed wheel, Mars in Aries can stimulate the personality into becoming an energetic ally of the soul—a ready fighter for the promotion of soul-inspired ideals. “Good soldier”.


Mars in Libra or Mars in Relation to Libra 

(from Esoteric Astrology)

The Quiescence of Mars in Libra:
“The power of Mars is lessened in Libra; this is the sign of interlude and Mars is temporarily quiescent, prior to gathering his forces...” (EA 250)
Specific Expressions of Mars in Libra

1.  Mars (in Libra) in Relation to the Dense Physical Vehicle: Mars is in the sign of its detriment when found in Libra, and so its power is somewhat weakened. The strength it contributes to the dense physical body may not be as great, as when, for instance, it is found in Aries, Taurus, Leo or Scorpio. Nevertheless, it will assist the body in performing difficult feats which require the control of physical forces, balance and dynamic equilibrium. It might be said, that such people “land on their feet”, even in physically demanding or turbulent circumstances. Forces (Mars) are regulated and skillfully applied to ensure that balanced conditions (Libra) are either created or restored. The combination may be useful for dancers, acrobats and gymnasts, who have to perform (with apparent ease {Libra}) acts requiring great strength (Mars).

2.  Mars (in Libra) in Relation to the Etheric Vehicle: Libra, like the other two air signs, has an important connection to the etheric vehicle—the health of which depends upon balanced and regulated energy flows. Mars in Libra may stimulate what might be called ‘forceful etheric compensations’ to restore balance whenever the etheric energy system is disrupted or threatened with disruption. Also, etheric harmony may be easily disrupted by emotional states and much effort (Mars) is expended is re-balancing (Libra). At best, this combination contributes to a dynamic rather than static equilibrium in the etheric field.

3.  Mars (in Libra) in Relation to the Astral Vehicle: The more aggressive emotional states associated with Mars are less readily expressed in Libra, the sign of peace. Such persons may hesitate to express emotion too strongly, lest their equilibrium be disturbed or lost. On the positive side, the detriment can mean that some of the less desirable qualities of Mars are also deterred or subdued along with the more characteristically useful qualities. Desire for partnership and for sexual expression may be strong, but the “quarrel [Mars] between the sexes [Libra]” cannot easily be avoided. A strongly activated Mars in this sign (strong because angular or powerfully aspected) may signal an intense longing for, yearning for, and even fight for the achievement of the state of union or marriage which Libra represents, and always the desire for a more complete or harmonious union—a desire which often interferes with the possibility of achievement. Emotional balance can be precarious, and one may struggle (Mars) to maintain it. This combination contributes to emotional uncertainty as the scales continue to swing between the pairs of opposites on the astral plane. It is hard to “go for” something entirely (Mars), or commit oneself entirely (Mars), when an oscillatory and somewhat tentative condition (Libra) exists within the astral body.

4.  Mars (in Libra) in Relation to the Concrete Mind: Mars in Libra promotes contention between differing points of view, and a determination to bring these “different sides of the story” into direct relationship (even confrontation) so that there may eventuate some useful outcome. Libra is strongly evaluative, seeking to judge intelligently or wisely. The mind influenced by Libra is the “judicial mind”, weighing alternatives in the balances. Mars adds friction, urgency and speed to the process of decision making, resulting, often, in the tendency to force decisions. As well, this combination stimulates the activity of the lower mind—Mars being a planet of activity and Libra transmitting the third ray—the Ray of Activity. Much of this activity will be expended in the task of decision-making, and in seeking intelligent correctives for situations which need harmonization or the restoration of equilibrium.

5.  Mars (in Libra) in Relation to the Personality as a Whole: Mars is a planet related to personality assertion,  but Libra desires relationship and union—so often disrupted by an inappropriately assertive attitude. With Mars in Libra there is an eager “moving out” towards relationship—eager engagement. Mars, so frequently the generator of Karma, is placed in the sign associated with the exact (Saturn) balancing of Karma, and so there is more caution with respect to the assertive actions and their possible karmic consequences. Mars in this position, however, tends to bring disharmony into the social and interpersonal dimensions of life, promoting points of friction. Concretely, legal battles may result. This combination is active in divorce courts; it also contributes considerably to the ‘prosecutorial’ attitude (society’s retribution), whereas Mars in Cancer (in the terminology of the court) indicates the “defense”.

6.  Mars (in Libra) in Relation to Glamors and Necessary Transmutation and Transformations: Glamors arise from friction (Mars) between the “pairs of opposites” (Libra). Too much engagement in the dynamics of relationship, too much attachment to the relationship process, may bring a loss of autonomy—(the Sun falls in Libra). Glamors surrounding sexuality are also likely, as Mars is the sexual planet, and Libra the sexual sign. The problem is often one of inharmony in field of human relations, even though Libra idealizes “right human relationships” based upon the principles of fairness and justice. Mars has a tendency to “stir up trouble” in this field; tolerating no settled position, and almost demanding that the “opposites” (man and woman, or soul and personality) engage in frictional interplay. Thus, with this combination, there is a struggle to achieve balance, accompanied by a tendency to disrupt the very balance sought. Thus, the emergent glamors might be called the ‘glamors of the pairs of opposites’ and they can only be corrected (transmuted and transformed) by more solar attitudes which promote a steady centering within the Self, and a realization that the desire (Mars) which seeks completion in another (the Libran attitude) must be turned inward, and completion found within the wholeness of the Self. 

7.  Mars (in Libra) in Relation to Sex:  There is, characteristically, a very strong sacral center stimulation. Mars is related to the sacral center (EA 78), and Libra, the seventh sign, is esoterically ruled by Uranus, the planet of the seventh ray (a planet which rules the sacral center (EA 517) and principally transmits the ray which brings the opposites together, just as the sacral center does). The Tibetan speaks of the early expression of Libra as “Unbalanced fiery passion. Human love.” (EA 333) The early stages of evolution (those in which man is “undeveloped”) are, in fact, Martian stages. Thus, it is easy to see how Mars and Libra in combination can contribute to an insistent sexual expression.

8.  Mars (in Libra) in Relation to the Management and Expenditure of Energy: Libra (so strongly under Saturn) is (with Capricorn and Leo) a sign of regulation. Balance (the quality of Libra) serves the Law of Economy, and Libra ever seeks a balanced expression of energy (Mars). Just as in the opposite combination (Mars in Aries) there is a scattering of energy (for Aries loves to propagate itself through dispersion or scatter), so in Libra there is a tendency towards a more moderate and appropriately applied expression. Of course, much energy may be wasted in interpersonal friction, in the pursuit of human love, and is a conflict-ridden decision-making process, but upon the physical plane, the mainly hard-line rays of Libra and its rulers help to contain the out-going, boundary-breaking energy of Mars.

9.  Mars (in Libra) in Relation to Courage: With Mars in its detriment, this is not a conventionally assertive combination, but in relation to principles of justice, fairness and equality, and in defense of a loved partner, there will be sufficient courage to confront the threat. The confrontation is likely to rely upon intelligence rather than force, and may enlist the help of the law (fighting through lawyers and courts of law), but it will be proportional to the threat or offense.

10.  Mars (in Libra) in Relation to Aspiration: In describing the qualities of the advanced man in Libra, the Tibetan speaks of “devotion and aspiration” (EA 333). Devotion and aspiration are directed towards union of some kind—spiritual union (the union of soul and personality) in the case of the aspirant and disciple. Once the scales have tipped upon the astral plane, and the man (after due evaluation) decides for soul values, his aspirational nature is liberated, and a longing for the “marriage” of the Higher Self and the personal self arises.

11.  Mars (in Libra) in Relation to Idealism: Idealism can be keen with this combination—especially the ideal of peace. Here are found those who will make great efforts on behalf of peace and who, when occasion demands, even fight for peace.

12.  Mars (in Libra) in Relation to Life’s Battlefield and the Readiness and Willingness to Fight: Mars in Libra is rarely directly offensive. If a fighting response comes, it is usually only after provocation. Libra, interestingly, has much to do with war, as a societal action entered upon only after a definite provocation which must be answered—in self-defense.

One major battlefield of life concerns the sacral center, and the personal, intimate relationships created as this center is expressed. Wider social issues concerning law and the use of money may also become battlegrounds—often, legal battlegrounds. To fight is not the first response, but when justice and fairness are at stake, Mars in Libra will take strong measures. It is, in fact, a litigious position. Interestingly, there may also be the battle concerning fairness between soul and personality—each having its “rights and prerogatives”. Mars in Libra may, initially, fight more on the side of personality—Venus in Libra will work for soul.  Venus promises harmony in the “marriage in the heavens”; with Mars in Libra, the relationship between the soul and its spouse (the personality) is never quite settled and peaceful.

13.  Mars (in Libra) in Relation to the Nature of Personality Rebellion against the Soul: To what extent will soul and personality quarrel? To what extent can they achieve peace—a dynamic and mutually beneficial equilibrium? The personality animated by Mars in Libra may, at first, choose a partner other than the soul. Questions of loyalty faithfulness enter. Can human love substitute for divine love; can the horizontal love life replace the vertical? A preoccupation with human intercourse can reject the soul as the “life-partner” it seeks to become in relation to the personality. Shall harmony and union be sought within the three worlds, or above—or within the three worlds as a  reflection of that which stands above? It is interesting that when there is strife in the vertical relationship of soul and personality, it will often be reflected as strife within interpersonal, horizontal relationships. The good thing about this combination is that it provokes constant questioning regarding the value of soul and personal directions and eventually forces a decision for one or the other.

14.  Mars (in Libra) in Relation to Personality Cooperation with the Soul: Libra is the sign of cooperation even though Mars is continually disruptive. When, however, right evaluation has revealed the superior value of soul energies, Mars in Libra will assert itself to ensure that these energies are expressed in the social and interpersonal spheres through patterns of behavior which are fair and of value to “all sides”, i.e., to everyone. Mars in Libra can as well defend as attack the partner. In this case, the soul is becomes the partner (or spouse) of the personality, and the personality under Mars in Libra becomes the advocate of its heavenly collaborator. The Law of Magnetic Impulse (also called the Law of Polar Union) is governed by Libra and concerns the “binding of the pairs of opposites, the fusion of the dualities, and the marriage of souls…”. Human relations are meant, one day, to reflect “polar union”, which means that “Right Human Relations” must take the place of the present abuse. Mars in Libra which has often worked as a divisive force in the interpersonal sphere, now, as cooperator with the soul, seeks, energetically, to promote the ideal of interpersonal harmony—the highest example of which is peace.


15. There is at least one important lesson to be learned from this combination: harmony cannot be compelled; peace cannot be imposed; and, there is no way to force another to love one. The intense desire for union (Mars in Libra) is not the same as the loving magnetism which will make true union possible. The higher expression of the combination, Mars in Libra, places its energies under the guidance of Venus (a more advanced planet), which wisely and lovingly facilitates interpersonal harmony and the marriage of the opposites.


16. A powerful symbol for Mars in Libra is the “Battle of Kurukshetra”. Arjuna did not want to fight (the Libra response) yet he was forced to fight—under Mars. And fight he did—at least, on the side of the soul (Krishna).

