Fellowship of Cosmic Fire
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The third eye is an energy centre constructed by man; it is a cor​respondence to the energy centre, the causal body, con​struct​ed by the Monad. 
1. This is a fascinating and important statement. The human being is not born with a third eye. During the processes of evolution he builds it. It is an evocation arising from the interplay of three energy-streams.

2. Likewise, the Monad does not come forth on its own plane with a causal body already constructed. By a deliberate act-of-will the causal body is constructed at a certain point in the monadic process. Are there, we might wonder, is the correspondence for the Monad of the three energy-streams from which the third eye arises within man?
 The alta major centre is similarly constructed by other streams of force and corresponds interestingly to the triple form constructed by the ego in the three worlds.
3. Are we to think that in the case of each type of construction three streams of force are involved?
4. This is certainly the case in relation to the formation of the third eye. We can conceive it to be so for the formation of the causal body.

5. DK is telling us that the alta major center is, in a way, threefold, and corresponds to the triple instrument of the soul in the three lower worlds. Is He giving us hints about the structure of the alta major center?
6. Ultimately, all chakras are constructed from energy-streams emanating from the Monad. Chakras are the presence of monadic influence and action within the various vehicles.

7. Here is the quotation which confirms this:

“The centres are formed entirely of streams of force, pouring down from the Ego, who transmits it from the Monad.” (TCF 166)

When this dual work has proceeded to a certain evolutionary point, another triplicity becomes alive within the [Page 1161] head itself as the result of these dual streams of triple energy.  This triangle transmits fiery energy via the pineal gland, the pituitary body and the alta major centre and this reaches the head centre.
8. Tremendous hints re consummatory process are here given:

9. We have three triangles involved. (Remember that this discussion began in the previous commentary: S9S9 Part I.) Let us tabulate them:

a. Base of the spine, alta major center and throat center. (Why are they listed in this order, when the alta major center is ‘above’ the throat center)?

b. Solar plexus, heart center and third eye

c. And now, pineal gland, pituitary gland, and again, the alta major center. Could DK be referring more to the gland which corresponds to the alta major center?

d. Or since the alta major center is repeated, should there be an interpolation of the “manasic centre” between the base of the spine center and the throat center?
In this way in these three triangles we have nine streams of energy converging and passing into the highest head lotus.
10. One of the streams seem repeated, and this we have to solve—namely the stream of energy from the alta major center. However, if we consider that the carotid gland represents the alta major center, then this third triangle would be occurring not on an etheric level but between precipitations of etheric centers—namely the glands which represent those etheric centers.
11. But is it justified to exclude the centers corresponding, for instance, to the pineal gland and the pituitary body? These would be, respectively, at least part of the highest head center and the ajna center (which one would think, should not be excluded).
  The correspondence to certain macrocosmical forces will here be apparent to all discerning students.
12. We have only to consult Chart VI in TCF, 373, to see some probably important correspondences to this idea of nine merging into one.

13. We could also look for a correspondential threefold configuration by considering the relationship between three non-sacred planets, certain intermediary planets (which are sacred) and the three synthesizing planets. The numbers are close but do not work out exactly. Perhaps Mercury, in a special category (that of an intermediary?), must be excluded.
We have seen the close connection between the different centres and the gradually demonstrating effects to be noted as they are linked up and eventually produce a synthetic circulatory system for egoic energy in conjunction with the energy of the lower man, which forms a kind of medium by which the egoic force makes itself felt.
14. Within the lower man it is the linking of the centers in various triangles which produce that “synthetic circulatory system” which makes the circulation of egoic energy within the form possible. This circulating egoic energy conjoins the energy of the lower man. This conjoining can be thought of as the process of soul infusion.
Macrocosmically, but little can be said which would prove intelligible to man at his present stage of evolution.
15. Though Master DK makes valiant attempts…

16. In this case, He would be speaking of the circulation of the solar logoic Ego through the triangles of energy between the various planets of our solar system.

17. Which planet, we might wonder, has a correspondence to the alta major center? It is possible to see relationship for Pluto, Earth and even Saturn. As has been stated numerous times throughout these commentaries, more than one planet  can be seen as related to the same center. We have a situation of mutable function over time. 
  Some brief statements might, nevertheless, be given which (if pondered on and correlated with each other) may throw some light on planetary evolution and on the relation of the planetary Logoi to the solar Logos.
18. We welcome the opportunity to expand our minds in this regard.
A solar Logos uses for His energy centres the planetary schemes, each of which embodies a peculiar type of energy, and each of which, therefore, vibrates to the key of the logoic solar Angel, of which the human solar Angel is a dim reflection. 
19. It is amazing to think that the Solar Logos ‘has’ a Solar Angel just as we do. And there must be great hosts of such tremendous Solar Angels who work in connection with Grand Heavenly Men just as far lesser Solar Angels work in connection with men. I have often speculated whether the Monads of such stupendous Solar Angels might not be located on the ‘super-cosmic astral plane’.

20. If Sirius is the source of the Solar Angels which now serve humanity on this planet, is it also the source of the greater Solar Angels which inform the causal body of our Solar Logos, or is there a far greater source? Would such greater Solar Angels emanate from a source of greater importance than Sirius within the encompassing life of the "One About Whom Naught May Be Said"?
21. We have reaffirmed for us that the planetary schemes are to the Solar Logos as the chakras are to man. 

22. It should be noted that the astral and mental chakras of a Solar Logos would relate to the astral and mental natures of the planetary schemes which serve as etheric chakras. In other words, if, for instance, the planetary scheme of Mars functions as the sacral center of the Solar Logos, then the astral nature of Mars would function as the astral sacral center and the mental nature of the Mars-scheme would function as the mental sacral center.
23. It would be interesting to consider the different rays assigned to the different chakras in the energy system of man. If we analogize to the macrocosm—the solar system—could these different rays shed light upon different rays pouring through the various planetary schemes?
24. The implications of DK’s statement above are interesting. If each of the planetary schemes in our solar system vibrates to the key of the logoic Solar Angel, then, analogously, each of the chakras in the human being vibrate to the key of the lesser Solar Angel which supervises the development of the man in whom those chakras serve as energy centers. This would be the case regardless of the ray which is usually transmitted through or from a particular chakra.

25. We do have to ask ourselves, however, about the “key” of a Solar Angel? Is it a ray key? And what would it mean for a chakra to vibrate to that key? Would it mean that it had to harmonize with that key?

26. We are led to the hypothesis that the ray of the soul (for man the microcosm) definitely conditions each of his chakras, and that this conditioning is likewise operative in the case of the Solar Logos.

27. One could wonder whether each chakra within the energy system of a human being is colored by the specific ray quality of the supervisory Solar Angel. In other words, but ‘looking’ at the chakras of a human being (whether on the etheric, astral or mental level) could the soul ray be determined and the nature of the supervisory Solar Angel?

28. And would there be a note sounding from each of the chakras of the human energy system which would reveal the nature of the Solar Angel involved?

It is interesting here to note that as the human solar Angel is a unity, manifesting through three tiers of petals,
29. We note that the “human solar Angel” is not the petals through which it manifests. The petals are instruments for manifestation.

30. The human Solar Angel is a unity, yes, but it is also suggested that a number of Solar Angels participate in (or, better, underlie) the structure of the egoic lotus.
 the logoic cor​res​pondence is even more interesting, for that great cosmic Entity demonstrates on the cosmic mental plane as a triple flame work​ing through seven tiers of petals,
31. The number ten seems to be suggested—the triple flame and the seven tiers.

32. As well, the number twenty-four could be suggested (a far higher correspondence of Shamballa) IF each tier or circle of petals has three petals. 3 x 7 = 21 + 3 = 24

33. Here we could have a kind of greater and lesser zodiac—a lesser twelve and a greater twelve, but how the twenty-four centers would be divided remains to be seen.

34. When considering the demonstration of an egoic lotus, we cannot escape its function as a heart; thus we retain the significance of the twelve, even if (in the case of the egoic lotus of the Solar Logos) we double it.

35. We can imagine that the heart center and heart-in-the-head center of the Solar Logos (with petals totaling twenty-four—so we may infer) both become active in relation to the egoic lotus through which the Cosmic Solar Angel expresses.
36. The heart center and heart-in-the-head center (whether of man or of the Solar Logos) are probably correspondences to the lesser and greater zodiac respectively.
 and it is the energy from these seven circles of energy
37. Note that “tiers” are often called “circles”—“circles of energy”.
 which pulsates through the medium of any scheme.
38. Do the sevenfold energies of this ‘Cosmic Solar Angel’ pulsate through all planetary schemes within the solar system? This is probably generally so, because, the human Solar Angel pulsates (as a whole) through all the chakras of a human being). But, additionally there could be more specificity? For instance, we can wonder if each of the seven tiers is connected with one or other of the seven sacred planets and thus, with some specificity, to other planets (non-sacred planets) connected with the sacred planets.
39. Seven energies are transmitted, but also ten, and perhaps also twenty-one and, as well, twenty-four.
40. We can imagine that these Cosmic Solar Angels become newly active within any solar system when that system is on the point of having its heart center opened (to what degree we do not know) just as the lesser Solar Angels become activated when a Planetary Logos is on the point of having its heart center opened. The awakening of the lesser Solar Angels in relation to the Planetary Logoi probably has the force of the solar logoic Cosmic Solar Angel behind it.
41. Those Planetary Logoi within our solar system which are related to the logoic heart center would be implicated in this process. One thinks of Venus, Jupiter and Neptune.

42. If we learn that the egoic body of the Solar Logos has at its center a “triple flame”, we must look for the correspondence of this triple flame within the causal body of man. Can we ally the "Jewel in the Lotus" in the egoic lotus of man to a “triple flame”? Certainly the spiritual triad can be considered a “triple flame” and the Monad is also threefold and has its ‘extended presence’ within the human "Jewel in the Lotus".
All this is hidden in the mystery of the ONE ABOUT WHOM NAUGHT MAY BE SAID, and it is not possible for men to solve it,—the truth being obscure to even the highest Dhyan Chohan of our system.
43. Master DK really proves that the mind of the Thinker upon the second ray “is ever unsatisfied with his highest attainments; no matter how great his knowledge, his mind is still fixed on the unknown, the beyond, and on the heights as yet unscaled.” (EP I 203)
44. So the solution to this mystery is obscure even to Planetary Logoi, considering them as Dhyan Chohans of the highest level within our solar system?

45. In this context the meaning of the term “Dhyan Chohan” is uncertain, but we can imagine that it references Beings of very exalted intelligence compared with the intelligence of man.
The energy centres of the solar Logos are themselves [Page 1162] in the form of vast lotuses24 or wheels, at the centre of which lies hidden that central cosmic Life, we call a planetary Logos.
46. We learn that the Planetary Logos express through vast lotuses. We might suspect that such lotuses are multi-dimensional and are not found only on the etheric-physical plane.

47. The Planetary Logos, as here considered, is ultimately the planetary logoic Monad.

Footnote 24:  
See Section VIII, Secret Doctrine, Volume I.
The Lotus is symbolical of both the Macrocosm and of the Microcosm.
48. And, thus, revelatory analogies can be drawn between macrocosmic and microcosmic lotus development.
a. The seeds of the Lotus contain in miniature the perfect plant.
49. This is a rarity. 

50. What is the ‘seed’ of the human egoic lotus and in what way is its perfection contained within that seed?
b. It is the product of fire and matter.
51. In occultism, matter and water are equivalent terms.

52. The heart of the lotus is fire.

53. Fire and matter, then, are spirit and matter.

c. It has its roots in the mud, it grows up through the water, it is fostered by the warmth of the sun, it blossoms in the air.
54. The analogies here given relate to four planes and four elements: the physical-etheric plane and the element of earth; the astral plane and the element of water; the mental plane and the element of fire (the Sun); the buddhic plane and the element of air.

55. Notice that the buddhic energy is needed for the final blossoming. This energy begins to infuse the human egoic lotus more fully after the third initiation.

56. We can look at the following explanation in two ways. In the first way the interpretation relates only to that which transpires on the cosmic physical plane. In the second we can extrapolate to a larger picture.
MACROCOSM

The mud................The objective physical solar system.
57. First interpretation; we are speaking of the systemic etheric-physical plane.

58. Second interpretation: This objective physical solar system includes the cosmic etheric planes—buddhic, atmic, monadic and logoic.
Water....................The emotional or astral nature.
59. First interpretation: we are dealing with the systemic astral plane.

60. Second interpretation: the “water” is the cosmic astral plane.
Flower on water....Fruition of the spiritual.
61. First interpretation: fruition occurs on the mental and buddhic planes

62. Second interpretation: fruition occurs on the cosmic mental plane and even on the cosmic buddhic plane.
Method.................Cosmic fire or intelligence.
63. The method is of great interest. Here, “cosmic fire” is related to intelligence, and presumably, divine intelligence. It is the energy of the cosmic mental plane leading to the possibility of fruition first on the buddhic plane (the plane, in one respect, of the Solar Angels directly related to humanity) or (on a much higher turn of the spiral) on the cosmic buddhic plane which is the lowest of the cosmic etheric planes in the Life of the Super-Cosmic Logos.

64. Is the plane of the Cosmic Solar Angels the cosmic buddhic plane just as the plane of the humanly-related Solar Angels the systemic buddhic plane? Perhaps, in each case, the true plane of these Beings is quite a bit higher.

65. It is as if cosmic fire guides the entire unfoldment of the Macrocosm. From this perspective we can consider cosmic fire as Divine Mind expressed through a Cosmic Solar Angel.
MICROCOSM

The mud................The physical body.

Water....................Emotional or astral nature.

Flower on water....Fruition of the buddhic or spiritual.

Method.................Fire of mind.
66. DK keeps the same order, interestingly placing the energy of the mental plane after noting the ‘place of fruition’ (which involves the buddhic plane).
67. When we think of buddhi, the concept of “fruition” is descriptive. Fruition is related to perfection—a quality related to the number four as that number is related to the buddhic plane—the fourth systemic plane.
"The significance of the tradition that Brahma is born from or in the lotus, is the same.  The lotus symbolises a world-system, and Brahma dwells therein representing action;
68. Brahma is associated with the third aspect of divinity—the “Activity Aspect”. He is called the “lotus-born”.

69. We think of the Planetary Logoi and their relation to both Brahma (the activity aspect) and to the lotus.

70. With regard to certain Planetary Logoi the following is said:

“One group is called the "Lotus Lords of deep unseeing sleep."  They dream, and as Their dreams take form, the worlds speed on.  The great and cruel maya of the planes of sweet illusion comes into being, draws into its snare the points of unconnected light, and dims their lustre.” (TCF 1272)

 he is therefore called the Kamal-asana, the Lotus-seated. 
71. We see how the term “asana” represents posture, a certain physical attitude.

72. We will analyze the fascinating quotation above when we come to that section of the book. We do notice that may is both “sweet” and “cruel”. The 
points of unconnected light” have not built their antahkarana and thus are prey to maya, glamor and illusion.

 The lotus, again, is said to arise from or in the navel of Vishnu, because the navel of Vishnu or all-knowledge
73. Vishnu represents the second aspect of divinity which is associated with Omniscience or all-knowledge.

 is necessary desire, the primal form of which, as embodied in the Veda-text, is:  May I be born forth (as multitudinous progeny).
74. From the solar plexus comes the desire to manifest multitudinously. 
75. All-Knowledge seeks to be born through or in many forms which express that knowledge.

76. Thus far we have dealt with a more material lotus. There are also lotuses or centers on the plane of desire.
From such central and essential desire, the will to live,
77. This text equates “essential desire” with the “will to live”. This will is the power which sustains the desire to manifest all-knowledge multitudinously.

 arises the whole of becoming, all the operations, all the whirls and whorls, of change and manifestation, which make up life.
78. The World of Becoming is being described in terms of vortices—whirls and whorls. A vortex is, in this context, a descending spiral embracing all three aspects of divinity. A vortex can also be ascending.  When we think of vortices acting in a horizontal manner they ‘tunnel through space’ and represent that type of motion called “driving forward through space”.

  In such becoming dwells Brahma, and from him and by him, i.e., by incessant activity, arises and manifests the organised world, the tribhuvanam, the triple world.
79. Brahma produces the “triple world”. We note the factor of organization associated with Brahma. From Shamballa emanate three basic energies associated with the third aspect of divinity—destruction, purification and organization respectively. 
Because first manifested, 
80. The third aspect of divinity precedes in manifestation the other two aspects. Brahma is the “Builder of the Foundation” and prepares the way for the manifestation of the other two aspects.

therefore is Brahma named the first of the gods;
81. He is the first in appearance though He represents the third aspect.

 by action is manifestation, and he is the actor; and because actor, 
82. The third ray is the Ray of Intelligent Activity.
therefore is he also sometimes called the preserver or protector of the world; 
83. This is the role usually reserved for Vishnu, the Representative of the second aspect of divinity. Perhaps Brahma with Vishnu expresses the manifestation of the principle of preservation or protection.

for he who makes a thing desires also the maintenance and preservation of his handiwork,
84. It would seem that cooperation with the second aspect of divinity would be required. Of course, as is said: Vishnu and Shiva are in Brahma; Shiva and Brahma are in Vishnu; Brahma and Vishnu are in Shiva. There is a ninefold demonstration.

 and, moreover, by the making of the thing supplies the basis and opportunity for the operation of preservation, which, in strictness, of course, belong to Vishnu."—Pranava-Vada, pp. 84, 311.
85. The author concludes as is suggested above. On our planet the Earth and within our Solar system, the second aspect of divinity is being blended into the third aspect of divinity. Consummation in this solar system will see their union.
[A Planetary Logos or a Solar Logos—the antecedent “He” is uncertain here, but let us assume that we are speaking of the Planetary Logos as in this section the focus seems to be on Planetary Logoi.] He is the meeting place for two types of force, spiritual or logoic, which reaches Him (via the logoic Lotus on cosmic mental planes)
86. We seem to be speaking of the structure of the Planetary Logos including the planetary logoic egoic lotus on the higher subplanes of the cosmic mental plane.

87. Spiritual and logoic force are seen as equivalent and emanate from the Seven Rishis of the Great Bear. 
88. We note that the “spiritual or logoic” force from the Seven Rishis reaches a Planetary Logos via the logoic egoic lotus, and, perhaps, not directly—i.e., unmediated by the Solar Logos and His egoic lotus.

89. The true plane of focus for these Rishis is likely the cosmic atmic plane and not the cosmic buddhic plane on which the Rishis are ‘placed’ in Chart V, TCF 344. The section of text below suggests this.

 from the seven Rishis of the Great Bear on Their own plane, and, secondly, of buddhic force,
90. Cosmic buddhic force…

91. The words “on Their own plane” in this context suggests that “Their own plane” is not the cosmic buddhic plane.

92. The Seven Rishis are normally associated with the will aspect and it can be readily understood that atma is spiritual will. Thus, the likely association of the Seven Rishis with the cosmic atmic plane, even though they are represented on the cosmic buddhic plane. Probably they express on the cosmic buddhic plane but have a still higher focus on the cosmic atmic plane.

 which is transmitted via the Seven Sisters or the Pleiades from a constellation called the Dragon in some books, and from which has come the appellation "The Dragon of Wisdom."
93. Draco seems, in this context, to be a constellation which is superior to the Pleiades or, at least, to some aspect of the Pleiades which is associated with cosmic buddhi. It seems that the Logos of Draco is even a more potent source of cosmic buddhi than the Logos of the Pleiades. We must determine whether the Seven Sisters can be separated in any way from the 800 to 1000 stars which are presently judged to constitute the entirety of the Pleiades.
94. When thinking about the Logoi of great constellations, it should be remembered that such Logoi will not be characterized by only one ray, but by several just as for the human being. In this case it would seem that the Logos of Draco and the Logos of the Pleiades both have aspects of Themselves which express on the second ray (the ray of buddhi).
A third type of energy is added and, therefore, can be detected in these centres,
95. We continue to speak of the Planetary Logoi as centers within the Solar Logos.

 that of manasic type.  
96. One aspect of the Sirian energy is certainly manasic. The fifth ray is prominent in Sirian expression, though it is not the only ray expressed through Sirius.

This reaches the logoic centres 
97. The Planetary Logoi…

via the star Sirius, 
98. It is being established that the Planetary Logos receive a stream of energy from Sirius just as they do from the Pleiades and from the Great Bear. Interesting, however, these Planetary Logoi are usually considered to receive manasic energy from the Pleiades!

The sun "Sirius" is the source of logoic manas in the same sense as the Pleiades are connected with the evolution of manas in the seven Heavenly Men, and Venus was responsible for the coming in of mind in the Earth chain. (TCF 347)
99. The term “connected with” is not necessarily the same as “source of”.

100. Are we saying that everything that reaches the Planetary Logoi from these three great sources (the Great Bear, the Pleiades and Sirius) must be transmitted to the Planetary Logoi via the Solar Logos?

and is transmitted from that constel​lation which (as earlier I have [Page 1163] hinted) must remain obscure at present. 
101. Is it that Sirius is known as “that constellation” but that knowledge about it must remain obscure, or that there is a constellation which transmits manas through Sirius and thence to the Heavenly Men, but that the name of this constellation cannot be revealed?

102. The latter possibility is more probable.
These three great streams of energy form the total manifestation of a logoic centre.  This is known to us as a planetary scheme.
103. In various ways we have been discussing how a center can be formed by three streams of energy; the third eye is one such center. We are also told that the alta major center is formed of streams of energy (though the number of streams is not given).
104. DK seems to be telling us that a planetary scheme is formed by these three great streams of energy. Perhaps He is telling that all the planetary schemes in our solar system are formed by the combination of these three great streams. 

105. Is it being indicated to us that “three great streams” somehow combine to form of vortex from which proceeds manifestation? Are three always involved in the manifestation of one?
Within the planetary scheme, these streams of energy work paramountly in the following manner:
a. Spiritual energy..three higher planes….
the Monads.
106. This is logoic/spiritual force. The three higher planes, in this case, are the logoic, the monadic and the atmic planes.

107. Yet there are four “gates” to Shamballa. Are not Monads capable of functioning through the buddhic permanent atom on the buddhic plane?

108. Notice in this case that Monads are associated with the term “spiritual” and not only with the term “divine”.

109. What is also evident is that every planetary scheme includes the logoic dimension. This stands to reason as the Logos of such a scheme has vehicles which extend far ‘above’ and ‘beyond’ the logoic plane in subtlety. 

b. Buddhic force.....fourth plane...............
the solar Angels.
110. It cannot yet be easily established which plane is the true plane of the Solar Angels (‘their own plane’). We do know, however, that these Angels are much associated with the energy of buddhi. Checking Tabulation II in Esoteric Astrology we find that Solar Angels are definitely assigned to the buddhic plane, though they express, sacrificially, on the higher mental plane.

c. Manasic force.....two lower planes.......
the four kingdoms of nature.
111. A plane is missing. Which is it? Can we consider it to be the physical-etheric plane? The four kingdoms of nature, do manifest, however, on the three lower planes and not only one two.

112. Is DK, in some manner, skipping the systemic astral plane as something that does not exist.

113. It is always interesting when Master DK appears to leave out an expected item in an enumeration. One has to enquire why he has done so.

Physical energy, the left-over of a previous solar system, demon​strates through the dense physical form and in the material which is energised during the involutionary cycle.
114. Is “physical energy” the seventh in relation to “the three higher planes”, “the fourth plane” and “two lower planes”?

115. DK appears to be talking about the very densest material energy related to the three lowest subplanes of the systemic etheric-physical plane. It seems that the systemic ethers are not included in which He describes as “physical energy”.

  It is not considered a principle; and is regarded as the basis of maya or illusion.
116. From one perspective, the entirety of the eighteen lower subplanes are the dense physical body of the Planetary Logos and the twenty-one lower systemic subplanes are the dense physical body of the Solar Logos. The twenty-one are not a principle to the Solar Logos and the eighteen are not a principle to our Planetary Logos.
117. But DK may be focusing His attention on the three lowest systemic subplanes alone, stating that the energies of the three very lowest subplanes are the basis of maya or illusion.
The various planetary schemes are not all alike and differ as to:

a. Type of energy,

b. Point in evolution,

c. Position in the general plan,

d. Karmic opportunity,

e. Rate of vibration.
118. These are very important distinctions. Our knowledge of planetary lore is small (in fact, such knowledge is deliberately veiled from us), but Master DK has given us enough to make some comparisons.

119. These schemes differ in ray energy; degree of unfoldment (which may not be the same as evolutionary status or “point in evolution”); the chakra or chakras a planetary scheme represents; the degree to which the possibility of stimulated unfoldment is presently offered to the Logos of such a planetary scheme; the key or keynote which the particular Planetary Logos is expressing. Each Planetary Logos has many rates of vibration depending upon which ones of His vehicles we are considering, but perhaps there is an overall rate of vibration.
The main distinction exists in the fact, as we have so oft repeated, that three of them form the three higher etheric energy centres of the Logos, and four constitute the lower centres.

120. This is confirmation of something long suspected—namely that the arrangement of human chakras found in TCF, Chart VIII, may have its higher correspondence. This would mean that just as not all seven chakras are located in the same systemic ethers in the case of the human being, so it is the case for the subplane distribution of the chakras of a Solar Logos or Planetary Logos.

121. There is some question as to whether solar logoic etheric chakras are all to be found on the systemic buddhic plane or whether they are distributed over the various cosmic-etheric subplanes as the chakras of the human being are distributed over the various systemic subplanes. In this case, for the Planetary Logos,  the supreme head center would be found on the logoic plane; His heart center would be found on the monadic plane; His throat center would be found on the atmic plane; and the other four chakras (solar plexus, splenic center, sacral center and base of the spine) would be found on the buddhic plane. As for the ajna center, it could also be found on the logoic plane but on a different subplane from that of the supreme head center. 
Saturn is of interest to us here because the Logos of Saturn holds a position in the body logoic similar to that held by the throat centre in the microcosm.
122. This is a definite statement of fact (if we believe that the Tibetan offers only that which is true and factual—which most of us do).

123. So the logoic throat center is identified with Saturn but other centers are not so definitively given. Venus is given as representing the heart center, but there are problems and ambiguities surrounding this assignment.

124. We may wish to remember that Saturn has also been identified as a correspondence to the logoic permanent atom on the logoic plane. 

125. In what way the Logos of Saturn can stand for both ‘positions’ is uncertain. It may be that the planet Saturn is the correspondence to the logoic physical permanent atom but that the Logos of Saturn is the correspondence to the logoic throat center on all its levels on the cosmic planes through which the energy system of the Solar Logos manifests—including the cosmic astral plane and the cosmic mental plane.
Neptune, Uranus, and Saturn will, therefore, have absorbed the essence of manifestation and (in connection with the solar Logos) they correspond to the three permanent atoms in the causal body of a man.  We say "correspond" for the analogy is not in detail.  Uranus and Neptune are reflections of the logoic astral and mental permanent atoms. Saturn is in fact the correspondence to the logoic physical permanent atom.  This is an occult mystery and must not be separated from its allied truth in the cosmic scheme. (TCF 406)

Three centres towards the close of manifestation will become aligned in the same way as the centre at the base of the spine, the throat centre and the alta major centre.
126. Which logoic centers are these? The Earth is commonly associated with the base of the spine center. The Logos of Saturn, we have just seen, is the correspondence to the logoic throat center. Which, then is the correspondence to the alta major center—could it be Pluto, as a sort of base of the spine center in the head?
Here it must be pointed out that there are three planetary schemes which [Page 1164] hold a place analogous to that held by the pineal gland, the pituitary body, and the alta major centre, but they are not the schemes referred to as centres, or known to us as informed by planetary Logoi.
127. We can sense the presence of an occult blind. Who is “us”? Is “us” the Members of the Spiritual Hierarchy? Or is “us” humanity, which simply does not yet know enough to understand what type of Planetary Logoi could be associated with such centers?

128. When we speak of dense precipitations such as glands or “bodies” (pituitary body), the type of Logoi associated with them (IF Planetary Logoi are associated with them) seem not to be the same as those Planetary Logoi associated with the etheric centers.

129. Can there be planetary schemes which are not informed by Planetary Logoi? It would seem not. Perhaps, DK is simply indicating that we (humanity) are ignorant of which Planetary Logoi and which type of Planetary Logoi inform such apparently lesser systemic centers.
130. There are many types of Logoi in our solar system, and many unknown Planetary Logoi. At the time that this book was written, Pluto, for instance, had not be discovered.

131. The principle is that glands and “bodies” are of lesser status than etheric centers, and, accordingly, the type of Logoi to be associated with them are of lesser status than the Planetary Logoi associated with etheric centers.

Certain of the planetoids
132. But not all…
 have their place here,
133. Perhaps as analogues of the endocrine glands in the human energy system…

134. We must ask, however, the nature of the Lives informing the planetoids. If they are not called “Planetary Logoi”, what are they called? Are they in some way lesser Planetary Logoi? Yet, it is not probable that they will be Chain-Lords as Chain-Lords are the chakras of the Planetary Logoi who express through planetary schemes.
135. Are planetoids to be considered as associated with a planet (for instance, the moons of certain planets), or are planetoids bodies which like the greater planets have their orbit around the Sun?

136. What human astronomers call “moons”, DK could regard as planetoids. Yet it may be, after all, that planetoids have their own orbit around the Sun whereas moons orbit around the planet with which they are in closest association. This is perhaps the distinction between them.
 and one scheme which has passed out of activity, and is in a condition of quies​cence and nonactivity.
137. This does not mean that it has passed out of manifestation entirely. This scheme may be one of those which we recognize as a planet.

138. This scheme is probably not Mars, but we are told that it is in a state of quiescence.

139. Of interest is the fact that for most human beings, the pineal gland is in a state of relative quiescence of inactivity.

140. One is forced to consider the history of the planet Vulcan. Was Vulcan in the past more active? Has it passed out of activity? Will it return to greater activity? One can find a number of convincing associations relating the function of Vulcan to the function of the third eye.
  This latter scheme is the correspondence in the logoic body to the atrophied third eye in the fourth kingdom of nature. 
141. Yes, exactly. Of course the real third eye is etheric in nature. It is not correct to call the pineal gland (a dense physical structure) the “third eye”. 
142. We should not consider that this scheme will be unimportant, even though in a state of quiescence. The third eye is a very important etheric/magnetic field within the human energy system, and, therefore, the scheme in question may be proven to be of quite some importance.
When man has developed etheric vision and thus has expanded his range of vision, he will become aware of these facts, for he will see. 
143. When we speak of a scheme which has passed out of activity, does it then mean that it has also passed out of dense physicality? This statement immediately above seems to direct our thought to strictly etheric centers—i.e., planetary schemes which have no dense physical body.

 Many planetary schemes which are found only in etheric matter will be revealed to his astonished gaze,
144. Perhaps, then, the scheme which stands for the third eye of the Logos is to be found only in etheric matter.

145. One wonders, somewhat, about the role of Vulcan in relation to these matters. Is Vulcan an etheric planet or a planet which has a dense physical body. In TCF it is listed as one of the “Dense Physical Planets” (TCF 373)

 and he will find that (as in the body microcosmic) there are seven (or ten),
146. This alternation between seven and ten always requires interpretation. We have different ways by which we can number the energy system of man.

 para​mount centres
147. It is easy to number seven paramount centers, but can one number ten such? Will the higher correspondences of the human “pranic triangle” be included? Will the alta major center be included? It would seem that certain planets which we now call “non-sacred” would have to be included.
 but numbers of other centres for the purpose of energising various organs.
148. A book on the chakras by Malvin Artley is called “A Thousand Points of Light”. There are chakras—major, minor and minute, and perhaps miniscule. Logoi of certain kinds must necessarily inform them.
So likewise the body macrocosmic has myriads of energy focal points or feeders
149. “Feeders” sound like nadis. A “feeder” is an energy-stream and a point is a nexus (we might presume), for a number of feeders.

 which have their place, their function, and their felt effects.
150. DK us widening for us the possibility of apprehension. There is so much more to perceive than that which is thus far perceived.

  These centres, with no dense physical globe, consti​tute what has sometimes been called "the inner round" and trans​mit their force through those greater centres which have been spoken of in occult books as having a connection with the inner round.
151. To understand the “inner round” then, we have to identify certain etheric planets (planets with no dense physical body) and determine the connection of these etheric planets with well-known planets which are connected to the etheric planets. 

152. Mercury, often associated with the “inner round” must be such a planet connected to planets which have no dense physical body.
Each of these planetary schemes can be seen as a lotus having seven major petals, of which each chain forms one petal, but having also subsidiary petals of a secondary colour according to the nature and karma of the Entity concerned.
153. We could perhaps think we are dealing with the number twelve—seven plus five, just as there are seven sacred planets and five non-sacred planets, but it is highly unlikely that the various planetary lotuses all have the same number of petals (whether those petals are to be considered primary, secondary or tertiary).
154. It is interesting that the colors of the secondary petals are determined partially by the “karma” of the Entity. One would expect the color to be determined by the inner nature of the planet and not by its condition in time and space.

155. Is only one secondary colour involved (according to the nature and karma of the Planetary Logos concerned) or do all the subsidiary petals have different colors.
156. It seems evident from what is said that the seven major petals of each Planetary Logos are characterized by a certain color which is different to the “secondary colour” of the subsidiary petals.

157. It is also possible that while there may be “seven major petals” for each Planetary Logos, that not all of them are yet unfolded or that not all of them, as yet, are manifesting as major.

It is in the enumeration of these solar lotuses that occult students go astray.  
158. By this, DK means the enumeration of the number of major and minor petals in each of these lotuses.

159. While the heart center of each Planetary Logos may be a twelve-petalled lotus, the planetary schemes in which this heart centers are found may be seen as a lotuses with differing numbers of petals.

160. The following tabulation re twelve-petalled lotuses contains this hint:

a. The logoic twelve-petalled egoic Lotus.  Cosmic mental plane.

b. The solar twelve-petalled Lotus.

c. The planetary logoic Heart, also a twelve-petalled Lotus.

d. The twelve-petalled human egoic lotus on the mental plane.

e. The twelve-petalled heart centre in a human being. (TCF 1205)

It is, for instance, correct to say that the planetary scheme corresponding to the microcosmic base of the spine is a fourfold lotus and has, therefore, four petals.
161. Is Master DK here describing the Earth which is hinted as the macrocosmic base of the spine center?

162. We are told that the microcosmic base of the spine center has four petals.

There are four outstanding petals of a peculiar hue, but there are three of a secondary colour, and nine of a tertiary nature.  (To students with intuition the hint here conveyed may reveal the name of the planet, and the nature of its evolution). [Page 1165]
163. Could the three hues relate to the three major rays of the Planetary Logos in question.

164. Would the hue of the “outstanding petals” related to the monadic ray, and the secondary and tertiary colors relate to the soul ray and personality ray respectively?
165. The number sixteen can be related to Earth, because microcosmically the Earth can stand for the throat center (in the average person) along with Saturn (standing for the throat center in the disciple). The number of petals in the microcosmic throat center is sixteen.
166. However, it is clear from what has been said in this commentary that Saturn, not Earth, is the macrocosmic throat center to which the number sixteen should apply—especially if there is a parallelism to be found between the number of petals in the microcosmic and macrocosmic lotuses.

167. Perhaps a hint is given suggesting that the number of major petals in any planetary lotus will correspond to the number of petals in a paralleling microcosmic lotus, but that additional petals will be found in the macrocosmic lotus. One could, however, wonder whether there are additional subsidiary petals (not mentioned, thus far in the Teaching) which are to be found in relation to the microcosmic lotuses as well?
168. In this particular case, since Earth is directly related to Saturn in a number of ways, perhaps the total number of petals relate any given planetary lotus to the numbering of another (and higher?) planetary chakra to which it is closely related.

169. If for instance, Mercury can be thought to stand for the solar logoic ajna center, and Uranus for the solar logoic head center, we can see how the number 96 relates to both. The microcosmic ajna center has 96 (plus two great petals) petals and the microcosmic head center has 960 petals (plus twelve greater petals—ruled probably by Neptune and not by Uranus).
170. VSK enters here with some speculations on the colors involved:
a. This could be blue-green, this may be the sacred blue (as a combination of ray two and ray three (blue and green), and shows up in the Earth as four petals.

b.  Or in higher turn, a relation to Saturn, as sixteen suggests relation to the throat centre.  Silvery blue?  If cyan, the aqua of the ball of earth, be suggested, whichever: cyan is the true opposite (optically) of red (complement, i.e., in the secondary trinity of light, with yellow and magenta-violet). Cyan is a result of red and blue light combined.

c. Note that cyan is the result of stimulation of red light on light-sensitive medium? The ‘negative’ of a silver oxide, or photographic film.)

d.   In an order of counting from the colours of light, the primaries are red, blue, green, for 1, 2, and 3.  The secondaries produced by red plus green plus blue are, violet-magenta (red plus blue), cyan (blue plus green) , and yellow (red  plus green). 

e.  The seventh is the synthesis, which, in light, is white. Synthesis of all pigments of matter (red plus blue plus yellow), is (dirty) black, with the inability to absorb (or reject) light (white) by a material.

Each of these solar lotuses, or planetary schemes,
171. A planetary scheme is a solar lotus. It is good to understand the various ways of describing the same thing.
 unfolds in three great stages of activity, in each one of which one of the three types of energy dominates.
172. A hint is here given that there will be secondary and tertiary colors found in each solar lotus and that at different stages of unfoldment, different colors in the lotus will stand forth.
173. Is it possible that these secondary and tertiary colors correspond to the two ‘other’ rays of the Planetary Logos in question?>
174. We know (from writing in a later book, Esoteric Astrology) that three major rays of the Earth are the first, second and third, corresponding roughly to red, blue and green. Is it reasonable to think that the colors of the major petals correspond to the monadic ray, with the other two colors corresponding to the soul and personality rays?

175. We can see how a planet could play three different roles in a solar system, depending upon the color which it was most vibrantly demonstrating at a particular time.

176. Earth, for instance, is most powerfully demonstrating the third ray—the ray of its personality. Does it presently have a function which is more of third ray nature than of a second or first ray nature? 

177. Eventually, perhaps in the next solar system, but perhaps slightly before, the Earth will begin responding to its monadic ray, which is now occultly “non-effective” (EA 363). Does this mean that, at that time, the color red will be the primary color demonstration of this planet?

178. We are dealing with the mystery of mutability or relativity of planetary function in time and space.
  As the unfolding proceeds, the vibratory activity increases, and the appearance of the manifest​ing activity changes.

179. Due to increase of vibration, any sphere of expression alters its appearance. Does it also alter its function within the whole of which it is a part?
a. The motion of the lotus or wheel for a long time is simply that of a slow revolution.
180. This is certainly so for the microcosmic chakras. They are relatively quiescent, saucer-like depressions which pulsate and which rotate very slowly. 

181. Macrocosmically, do we have any planetary schemes which are presently in this condition? If so, how would we identify them?
b. Later, for a still vaster period, each petal revolves within the greater whole, and at an angle different to that of the whole revolution.
182. Analogically, it seems that petals could almost have their own ‘orbits’ around the center of the lotus. 
183. It is interesting that this second phase last even longer than the first. In the unfoldment of the egoic lotus, the first phase of unfoldment (that of the first circle of petals) is by far the longest.

184. We can say that “revolution” is a type of movement corresponding to the second ray, and rotation to the third. 

185. When we consider this “angle different to that of the whole revolution”, we may wish to remember that planes rotate from east to west and rays from north to south. Are we dealing with the formation of the cross?
c. Finally, these two activities are increased by the appearance of a form of energy which, originating from the centre, pulsates so powerfully that it produces what look to be streams of energy passing backwards and forwards from the centre to the periphery.
186. This type activity is more of a pulsation and corresponds to the first ray. We have the appearance of that which goes ‘out’ and then ‘returns’. The first ray impulses an entity along the path of its ‘journey’ and then draws it back

187. The following quotation will have its relevance in this context:

“The Jewel itself remains occultly static, and does not circulate.  It is a point of peace; it pulsates rhythmically as does the heart of man, and from it ray forth eight streams of living fire which extend to the tips of the four love petals and the four sacrifice petals.  This eight-fold energy is atma-buddhi.  It is this final raying forth which produces the eventual disintegration of the body of the Ego.” (TCF 1118-1119)

d. When these three are working in unison, the effect is wonderful in the extreme, and impossible for the eye to follow, the mind of man to conceive, or the pen to express in words. 
188. DK seems to be speaking of the consummation of any lotus, including the egoic lotus at the fourth initiation.
 It is this stage, macrocosmic and microcosmic, which constitutes the different grades of alignment, for it must never be forgotten by students that all that manifests is a sphere,
189. All forms of manifestation are essentially spherical. This has to do with the inner forms. Perhaps, eventually, the outer form, too, will take on a spherical appearance—even the appearance of man.
190. The consummatory phase is a spherical phase.
 and alignment really consists in unimpeded communication between the heart of the sphere and the periphery or the bound of the influence of the dynamic will and the centre.
191. This is a most important definition of alignment, and transfers our thought towards the dynamic of “in and out” rather than “up and down”.

192. “Up and down” and “in and out” are really arbitrary descriptions of the increase and decrease of vibration, however there is seemingly more occult reality in “in and out” than in “up and down”. For example, we are told that “the Kingdom of God is within”. We are not told (esoterically), as so many believers seem to believe, that the ‘Kingdom of God is above”.
Within each planetary scheme, are found the seven chains which are the seven planetary centres,
193. This corresponds to the seven major planetary schemes which serve as the seven major chakras in the energy system of the Solar Logos.
 and again within the chain are the seven globes which are the chain centres,
194. The septenates continue to descend (and ascend).
 but students would do well not to study the globes from the point of view of centres until their knowledge of the mystery underlying dense physical substance is greater, or they will be led into error.
195. Master DK did not say not to study the chains from the point of view of centres.

196. The study of globes must include a solution to the question of whether globes are mono-dimensional or multidimensional. Chains are obviously multidimensional. I also think that the best solution to discover the true nature of a globe is to consider it multi-dimensional as well.

197. This will mean, in very practical terms, that the Earth-globe of the Earth-chain of the Earth-scheme is not made simply of dense physical matter as some theosophical books may seem to suggest.
The lower down one seeks to carry the correspondence, the more the likelihood of error.  The correspondence must lie in quality and in principle expressed, but not in form.
198. This is a general principle concerning the way to pursue an understanding of correspondences. It would be well for us not to force analogies or correspondences in detail. Similarity lies in general structure and quality, but the uniqueness of each E/entity demands diversification and, thus, deviation from the hypothesized correspondence.
