Here are a series of suggestions and associations which can be used in attempting to interpret these Stanzas. It is probable that the entire TCF is the Tibetan’s interpretation of these Stanzas of Dzyan (and perhaps even more of them), so we are probably very limited in our ability to ascertain the correct interpretation. But we can at least discuss what is suggested to our mind by the Stanzas.
As well there will be many questions posed. The attempted preliminary interpretation of these Stanzas is hardly the place for assertions. Questions may open the group mind and illumination descend.

What is important is for us to develop an ability to relate the presented symbolism to the more literal teaching we have been given. This will not be easy, as a kind of ‘level blind’ persists throughout this work.
These Stanzas may not at all be sequential but may describe different phases of the cosmic, solar systemic and planetary Creative Process.

This preliminary work on the Stanzas is meant to offer to interested students a way of “getting started” with the difficult process of interpreting them. I suspect that no definitive interpretation can be offered exoterically as it may well be that secrets of initiation pervade these Stanzas (which may be one of the reasons for their rather opaque –opaque to us --  presentation).

What we are doing here is making a small attempt to ‘prepare the field’ for a type of study which may go on for a number of lifetimes. The Stanzas have often been considered impenetrable and few have ventured into them with any confidence or degree of certainty. This is also true of my attempt to penetrate some of the possible meanings; there is no true confidence or certainty—only the will to offer some of the associations which arise when considering these words in the hope that they may stimulate further inquiry—and it must be, I would think, group inquiry if there is to result a degree of illumination sufficient to the effort expended. 

STANZAS OF DYZAN
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STANZA I
<Pages 11,12>

The Secret of the Fire lieth hid in the second letter of the Sacred Word.  The mystery of life is concealed within the heart.  When the lower point vibrates, when the sacred triangle glows, when the point, the middle center, and the apex, connect and circulate the Fire, when the threefold apex likewise burns, then the two triangles—the greater and the lesser—merge into one flame, which burneth up the whole.

[Discussion of Stanza I of the Stanzas of Dzyan 

from A Treatise on Cosmic Fire]

The secret of the Fire lies hid in the second letter of the sacred Word.  The mystery of life is concealed within the heart.  When that lower point vibrates, when the Sacred Triangle glows, when the point, the middle centre, and the apex likewise burn, then the two triangles—the greater and the lesser—merge into one flame which burneth up the whole.

1. At this point it would be profitable to insert what was said of this Stanza early in our work. There are a few possible interpretations and it is impossible to be dogmatic about which should prevail. 

2. Of one thing we can be certain: we are speaking of a great liberation. Does the liberation refer to the soul level, the triadal level, or to the level of the Monad, or perhaps to all three? Perhaps persistent, contemplative pondering will reveal.

44. Is Stanza I ultimately about pralaya—any pralaya?

45. A group member suggested that this Stanza offers a picture of the Culmination of the process of illumination]
46. Or does it have an entirely lower correspondence in relation to the destruction of the causal body?

47. Scenario I: When considering this Stanza in relation to the process of the destruction of the causal body or in relation to a much larger process which is analogous to such a destruction, then—

48. The term “point” may mean the triangle of permanent atoms (atomic triangle): physical permanent atom, astral permanent atom, and the mental unit.

49. Then, the “middle center” would be considered the Jewel in the Lotus (representing all the petals) or simply the causal body as a whole.

50. The “sacred triangle” would be considered equivalent to the spiritual triad. Sacred means spiritual. 

51. Why would the sacred triangle glow? Perhaps because it would be coming into greater life as the time comes for the destruction of the causal body.

52. In this scenario the “apex” could mean:

53. another name for the spiritual triad, for the apex is threefold like the triad; i.e., it is called “the threefold apex”.

54. Or the apex could also be the atmic aspect of the spiritual triad.

55. Or the apex could suggest the monad (a stream of energy from which) is energetically involved in the destruction of the causal body.

56. A group member suggested: is the “middle center” perhaps the spiritual triad? In that case the monad would be the apex (which is also threefold) and the destruction discussed would be a greater destruction than simply that of the causal body (or analogous structures at levels of evolution higher than the human).

57. If, however, the process described is the destruction of the causal body (or a macrocosmic parallel) it would be unlikely that the “middle center” would be the spiritual triad. We know that the causal body is often known as “a” or “the” “middle center” and that the process of destroying the causal body, this “middle center” does get burned up. At least at the destruction of the causal body, the spiritual triad is not consumed by flame, so, if we are only discussing the destruction of the causal body, the “middle center” cannot be the spiritual triad. 

58. IF, however, this Stanza indicates a far greater process  than the destruction of the causal body (such as the sixth initiation), the “middle center” might be the spiritual triad. Such a process would indicate the release of the monad from the five lower planes of superhuman evolution—atmic, buddhic, manasic, astral, etheric-physical. In this case the “apex” would be the monad.

59. Scenario II: If such a scenario indicated a greater process than the destruction of the causal body:

60. The “lower point” could be considered…

61. The middle center would be the spiritual triad.

62. The “sacred triangle that glows” would be the spiritual triad.

63. The apex would be the monad, which is threefold and thus a “threefold apex”

64. As we study the Stanza we note that the threefold apex is also burning. Does this simply mean that it is stimulated or that it is entirely consumed?

65. The “atomic triangle” represents the personality which is now soul-infused.

66. Looking at the process geometrically, we could say that the threefold triad, merges with the threefold personality, and the monad stands as the point in the middle, the central point of inspiration. Geometrically, we would have a six-pointed star with a central point.

67. Stanza I has, perhaps, a general application to a number of fiery processes of release, but can (with reason) refer also to the destruction of the causal body.

68. The Sacred Word will not be OM consisting of only two letters, as the term “second letter” would make less sense than if there were a triplicity of letters.

69. If the Sacred Word, in this instance, were the OM, then the second letter would be the “M” which is unlikely to hold the “Secret of Fire”, being a material letter.

70. So probably AUM, in this instance, is the Word, even though it has a lower third-aspect meaning described by the Tibetan. “U” has much to do with relationship. It is the chalice. It also indicates descent and ascent.

71. It was suggested that the U is possessed of a lower arc, indicating descent into lower experience to learn how to unite the opposites.
72. The Second Ray Lord is called the “Cosmic Mystery”

73. U = 21 or = 3

74. AUM = 8 A = 1, U = 21 = 3, M = 13 = 4 = 35 (proposed number of the 5th ray—see the writings of Stephen Pugh).

75. Can AUM be the word of the Holy Spirit?

76. Is there a difference between AUM and A.U.M.? Does one indicate a final synthesis, while the A.U.M. indicates separation? The periods or stops between the three letters could be symbols of the separation of the aspects which exists during the more personal/material phases of evolution.

77. The word AUM, equaling 35, seems to reference the Triads and the Solar Angels, for the “Triads” are the Third Creative Hierarchy and the Solar Angels the Fifth.

78. The number 35 is given importance in Letters on Occult Meditation, as when souls are counter in relation to the first subplane of the mental plane, there are 35 groups of them. (cf. LOM 38) 

79. From chemistry the AU of AUM is the symbol for gold, which is the symbol for the self (spirit and soul) as opposed to the material vehicle of the self the “M”. The letters AU suggest Self and M suggest the matter in which the Self is expressed.

80. A + U = 22. AU is the Self (pure gold) and 22 relates to the Self.

81. The AU as 22 relates to the combination of the soul and personality rays of the Solar Logos—both of which are the second ray. 

82. The word “auto” (related to the AU), again suggests the Self. 

83. The “A” suggests God the Father; the “U”, God the Son; and the “M”, God the Holy Spirit (third aspect), related to the M of Mother, Matter and Mind

84. The configuration of the “M” as ‘IVI’ must also be considered.

85. When we move from the AUM to the OM, we are uniting the first and second aspects—the AU into the O (God the Father and the Son) The O is a symbol of the first and second ray combined—let us call the “O” a second ray symbolization of the first ray. Jupiter (a planet with much second ray) and probably (as Zeus, the ‘Wielder of Thunderbolts’) some of the first ray, has for its letter symbol, the “O”. See Rudolf Steiner in this regard.

86. OM is the symbol of the relationship of soul to matter.

87. In the progressive changing of and coalescing of the various letters of the AUM into OM, AM (missing the middle letter) and A (missing the middle and last letter), we are speaking of the destruction of the “Middle Principle” and, finally, the liberation of the spirit from any association with the five subplanes of human and superhuman evolution.

88. The 1 + 3 + 4 of the AUM totals to 8 and is, thus, a word related to the Christ vibration. The 8 can also be negative, and thus the very material meaning of the AUM.

89. Eliminate the U of AUM, you get AM. AM = 1 + 4 = pyramid (consisting of the square and the elevated point of initiation) n the process of initiation, the “I AM” is made apparent. One discovers who one really is.

90. The AM can be considered the ‘Temple of Initiation’ which is the Pyramid.

91. The “I AM” sums to 23 (9 + 1 + 13). The 23 suggests the ration of 2/3 or 3/2, which is the perfect fifth or dominant related to the soul. When one becomes soul conscious the “I AM” appears. 

92. Another way to combine the letters of AUM (1 + 3 + 4) shows that 1 = Spirit/Monad, 3 = Triad (reflected in the soul body), 4 = Personality

93. Another name for the soul is the “Triangle”..

94. The 4 of “M” tells us about the 4th initiation (approaching the fifth), where the “A” or first ray becomes most powerful (cf. R&I 340). The AUM (interpreted on a higher turn of the spiral) is relevant at the 4th and 5th initiation. At the fourth initiation the fourth ray is dominant. At the fifth initiation, the first ray dominates.  The 1 + 4 can represent Aether plus the fourth elements. The Master focuses on plane of Atma, the fifth plane from below.

95. We can consider that AM in relation to the chakras—the A correlating with the top of the head (ruled by the first ray) and the M with base of the spine (presently, a fourfold chakra)

96. Thus, we have in the AM, two symbols of the Master—the Five-pointed Star and the Pyramid.

97. We can profitably consider musical notes in relation to the AUM:

98. The note of the M is the FA or F, or “God the Holy Spirit”

99. The note of the U is the SOL or G of “God the Son”

100. Note of the A is the “DO” or (esoterically) C of “God the Father”

101. The U is the heart of the AUM, as the causal body is the heart of the monad. The concept of U-as-You brings in the theme of relationship, which is the province of the second ray and the number two.
102. From another point of view, this Stanza may indicate the destruction of everything ‘under’ the monad.

103. Points Emerging in Group Discussion: 
104. This is an archetypal process, the entire story of fire.

105. Does this process reflect events at the fourth initiation or the sixth?

106. Could it be that the “sacred triangle” can be three higher permanent atoms.

107. Be alert to the idea that the “middle center” could be the Jewel in the Lotus.

108. Remember that fire from the monad is involved in the destruction of the causal body.

109. The apex  can be the monad

110. Scenario III, which is a case for the sixth initiation: 

111. The lower point is the manasic permanent atom,

112. The “middle center” is the buddhic permanent atom

113. The apex (not the threefold apex) is the atmic permanent atom 

114. Thus, the lower point, the middle center and the first apex (different from the threefold apex) all occur within the spiritual triad. 

115. The spiritual triad is destroyed at the sixth initiation. 

116. The “threefold apex” is, then, the monad

117. The “lower point” could not mean the mental unit, because there is no mental unit at the sixth initiation, but there is a manasic permanent atom.

118. Counter arguments to Scenario III: 

119. What then is the lower triangle in this scenario?

120. There is no personality triangle, so the two triangles cannot be spiritual triad and personality.

121. The only possibility is the monad and the triad.

122. At the point of identification as a monad, one becomes a six-pointed star. At a far lower stage of evolution one can also be considered a six-pointed star (entirely subject to form and desire the number for which is six. 

123. Scenario IV: 

124. This stanza may describe in general the process of radioactivity. It would then indicate how the human atom is burned up, and comes into the radius of a larger whole. The human atom is burned up over an incredibly long process. Higher and lower merge and the human unit as a whole becomes liberated as part of the greater whole.

125. In this scenario, it would have to be the monadic body (and all associated with the monadic body) that is burned.

126. The greater mystery concealed in this Stanza lies more in the realm of consciousness than in relation to changes of form.

127. Counter argument to Scenario IV:

128. Can the monad be truly destroyed if different types of monads pursue different Paths of Higher Evolution?

129. Or would it be simply the monadic vehicle that is destroyed, liberating the “volatile essence”. (Think of the “volatile essence” as an extension of the ‘RAY of the ABSOLUTE’.) From this perspective, all lives have the same volatile essence—undetached sparks of the One Flame.

130. A comment was made concerning the crux of the matter. The crux is, “what is the meaning of the term “the whole”  in the phrase “burneth up the whole”?

131. Is it the causal body?

132. Is it the five lower permanent atoms—the five pointed star (i.e., the five permanent atoms) would be destroyed?

133. Is it the monadic sphere, and all the extensions of the monad?

134. Points Emerging in Group Discussion as the attempt was made to arrive at conclusions concerning this stanza, and to understand how we arrive at conclusions.

135. It is not an “either or” between analysis and intuition. Both are needed. Analysis and intuition are aspects of a duality. Another aspect of the duality concerns questions and comments.

136. What we are doing in this class should not descend into an “either/or”—we should not separate related dualities. Our process should use dualism but not be used by it. 

137. We must have a process which is aided by both analysis and the intuition.

138. The best minds when looking for an answer, take it to the limits of what you can understand rationally, and then move away from it. If we go away from it, additional information can come in.

139. It was thought by one group member that this Stanza feels like the blue print for transcendence, the key to the alchemical process. In this stanza we are, therefore, dealing with the ‘Science of Transcendence’. We have the technology to combine spirit (“nous”) with form, through the nexus (soul), by aligning our spiritual center through the Christ. What is destroyed (the whole) is the level that we are transcending. When we transcend, we are at a different level—what we leave behind is what is destroyed. Figure eights indicate transcendences. We can create the nexus between spirit and form to experience direct knowledge. 

140. A summary was offered of important thoughts relating to the Sacred Word and to the context in which Stanza I can be seen to occur:

141. The “Secret of the Fire” is the Solar Fire of Love-Wisdom—the major ray of Solar God.

142. The second letter of the Sacred Word indicates relationship. Thus, the U indicates relationship.

143. The U can also represent the seven chains of scheme (for they are typically presented in a somewhat ‘U’ formation—i.e., the upper arc of the circle of globes is apparently missing.

144. If we want to know the Solar Logos we have to become great Hearts like the Christ.

145. When can we become great Hearts? At the fourth initiation.

146. To the Solar God, the lower three planes are dense and do not ‘live’.

147. The U + A = 22; on the 22nd plane (the lowest of the systemic buddhic subplanes, we begin to live.

148. When we reach the buddhic plane we begin to enter the life of the Solar Logos.

149. At the fourth initiation we polarize our consciousness upon the buddhic plane.

150. At the fourth degree we are liberated from the shroud of the soul.

151. The ‘shroud of the soul’ is the causal body.

152. At the sixth initiation we are integrated into the program of the Solar Logos—the monad is “:that which has its home within the Sun”.

153. The ‘smoke clears’ at the fifth initiation.

154. You have just had a spiritual ‘supernova’ at the fourth initiation and there is still a lot of debris ‘in the air’.

155. The name of the fifth initiation is the “Illumination”.

156. A Master is still a man and that is His limitation when compared to a Chohan. A Master is still related to the first solar system. One is truly and completely human at the fifth initiation, and some say at the third.

157. At the sixth initiation, one is no longer a “man”. You have become a “Planetary Life”. Members of the “Kingdom of Souls” can be considered human. 

158. A summary succinct tabulation of the possible scenarios:

159. The Sacred Word referenced in this Stanza is likely the AUM.

160. The “lower point” is likely the atomic triangle representing the lower triangle of personality (mind, emotions and body).

161. The “sacred triangle” is likely the spiritual triad.

162. The “middle center” is likely the causal body (at least from one perspective). The “apex” could then be conceived as the spiritual triad. “Apex” and “spiritual triad” would then be equivalent or the “apex” would be the higher part of the triad.

163. From a higher perspective the “middle center” could be considered the “spiritual triad” which is found ‘between’ the monad and the lower triangle (personality). In this case the “apex” would be the monad, and the monad is threefold. The only problem here is that the term “middle center” seems so often related to the soul body, the causal body.

164. In this stanza we may be discussing:

165. The immediate fiery antecedents to all pralayic processes

166. The destruction of the causal body (a possibility which certainly should be included).

167. The destruction of the human apparatus within the five worlds (atmic, buddhic, manasic, astral, physical-etheric) leaving only the indestructible monad (in this case the threefold “apex”). This is a prospect which, at least, must be considered.

168. Exactly how this stanza should be interpreted will have to be left to the light of intuition. Rather good reasons can be found for all three scenarios, as well as counter-indications.

169. If we choose option ii., we have to give the same meaning to the term “apex” and “sacred triangle”

170. If we choose option iii., we have to ignore the usual meaning of “middle center” as meaning the causal body.

171. So let us hold all this ‘in suspension’ awaiting confirmatory intuitive light.

172. The following is a tabulation offering various scenarios and the manner in which the words of Stanza I would be interpreted in each of these scenarios.

	Factors Involved in the Process 
	Scenario I: Destruction of the Causal Body
	Scenario I.2

Destruction of the Causal Body
	Scenario II:
Less Important
Destruction of the Spiritual Triad—Do not forget the triangle on the highest levels of the atmic pn
	Scenario III:
Less Important

Rewrite This
Destruction of the Monadic Vehicle—liberating the essential Monad  and 

	The heart
	The soul
	The second aspect of  divinity
	The second aspect of divinity
	The second aspect of divinity

	Point, Lower Point 
	The atomic triangle
	The atomic triangle
	Manasic permanent atom
	The lspt ower triangle of man

	Middle Center
	The causal body
	The causal body
	Buddhic permanent atom
	The threefold Monad 

	Sacred Triangle
	The spiritual triad
	The spiritual triad
	The spiritual triad
	The spiritual triad

	Apex
	The spiritual Triad (or just the manasic permanent atom)
	The monad
	Atmic permanent atom
	Essence of the Monad 

	Threefold Apex
	The spiritual triad
	The monad
	Monad
	The monad

	Greater Triangle
	The spiritual triad
	The spiritual triad
	The monad
	The spiritual triad

	Lesser Triangle
	The personality triangle
	The personality triangle
	The spiritual triad
	The 

	One Flame
	The fiery process which destroys the causal body
	The fiery process which destroys the causal body
	The entire fiery process which destroys everything ‘under’ the monad.
	The entire process which releases the monad into a higher sphere of life—ie. The logoic plane 

	The Whole
	The causal body
	The causal body
	All aspects ‘under’ the monad
	The entire human atom—but retaining the volatile essence which is liberated on to the seventh plane 


173. Immediately below is a restatement of Stanza I to help orient our thought.

STANZA I

The Secret of the Fire lieth hid in the second letter of the Sacred Word.  The mystery of life is concealed within the heart.  When the lower point vibrates, when the sacred triangle glows, when the point, the middle center, and the apex, connect and circulate the Fire, when the threefold apex likewise burns, then the two triangles—the greater and the lesser—merge into one flame, which burneth up the whole.

1. In the following difficult stanzas, the words ‘probably’ and ‘possibly’ will often be used. There is no way at this time to ascertain the accuracy of the interpretations.
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STANZA II
<Pages 12,15>

["AUM," said the Mighty One, and sounded forth the Word.  The sevenfold waves of matter resolved themselves, and varied forms appeared.  Each took its place, each in the sphere ordained.  They waited for the sacred flood to enter and to fill.

The Builders responded to the sacred sound.  In musical collaboration they attended to the work.  They built in many spheres, beginning with the third.  Upon this plane their work commenced.  They built the sheath of atma and strung it to its Primary.

"AUM," said the Mighty One.  "Let now the work proceed.  Let the Builders of the air continue with the plan."

The Deva-Lord and Builders upon the plane of air worked with the forms within that sphere which is reckoned mainly theirs.  They wrought for union, each in his group assigned.  The moulds grew fast beneath their hands.

The sacred plane of juncture, the fourth great plane, became the sphere within the greater circle which marked the goal for man.

"AUM," said the Mighty One, He breathed forth to the fifth, the plane which is the burning-ground, the meeting place for fire.  This time a cosmic note is heard beneath the sound systemic.  The fire within, the fire without, meet with the fire ascending.  The guardians of the cosmic fire, the devas of fohatic heat, watched o'er the forms that formless stood, waiting a point in time.
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The builders of a lesser grade, devas who work with matter, wrought at the forms.  They stood in fourfold order.  Upon the threefold levels in empty silence stood the forms.  They vibrated, they responded to the key, yet useless stood and uninhabited.

"AUM," said the Mighty One, "let the waters too bring forth."  The builders of the watery sphere, the denizens of moisture, produced the forms that move within the kingdom of Varuna.  They grew and multiplied.  In constant flux they swayed.  Each ebb of cosmic motion increased the endless flow.  The ripple of the forms was seen.

"AUM," said the Mighty One, "let the Builders deal with matter."  The molten solidified.  The solid forms were built.  The crust cooled.  The rocks congealed.  The builders wrought in tumult to produce the forms of maya.  When the rocky strata were completed the work stood in completion.  The builders of the lowest grade announced the work was finished.

Forth from the rocky strata emerged the covering next.  The builders of the second agreed the work was done.  The first and second on the upward way stood forth in fourfold form.  The inner five was somewhat seen by those whose sight was keen.

"AUM," said the Mighty One, and gathered in His Breath.  The spark within the peopling third impelled to further growth.  The builders of the lowest forms, manipulating densest maya, merged their production with the forms built by the watery ones.  Matter and water merged produced the third in time.  Ascension thus progressed.  The builders worked in union.  They called the guardians of the fiery zone. [Page 14] Matter and water mixed with fire, the inner spark within the form were blended all together.

The Mighty One looked down.  The forms met His approval.  Forth came the cry for further light.  Again He gathered in the sound.  He drew to higher levels the feeble spark of light.  Another tone was heard, the sound of cosmic fire, hid in the Sons of Manas.  They called to their Primaries.  The lower four, the higher three, and the cosmic fifth met at the great inbreathing.  Another sheath was formed.

"AUM," said the Mighty One, and sounded forth the Word.  The sevenfold waves of matter resolved themselves, and varied forms [of molecular matter] appeared. [Molecules on the six subsidiary subplanes are forms, formed by the Second Outpouring]  Each took its place, each in the sphere ordained.  They waited for the sacred flood [flood of energy] to enter and to fill.

2. This verse speaks of preparing matter and building form.
3. We are dealing with events in our own universe, and the “Mighty One” is probably the Solar Logos.

4. The phraseology suggests the chart which shows us the “Three Outpourings”.
5. The resolving of the “sevenfold waves of matter” suggests the action of Fohat (considered as an aspect of the Solar Logos) acting to create the atomic matter of our solar system. [There is a precipitation occurring from wave-form to particulate form]
6. However the appearance of the “varied form” suggests the action of the form building aspect of divinity—the second aspect of divinity, which builds the forms which are the matter of the six subplanes of every solar plane. This is molecular matter and such matter is a form.
It will be remembered that the first great outpouring from the Logos vivified universal substance and caused every atom of matter within the "ring-pass-not" of His system to vibrate in seven different measures of vibration. [The work of logoic Fohat] [Fohat only differentiates matter on the atomic sub-planes] The second outpouring caused molecular combinations, thus forming the six subplanes below the atomic on each plane, and produced form.  It was at the time of the second outpouring that each of the divine centres of consciousness put forth a thread of being into an atom of the highest sub-planes of the atmic, the buddhic, and the manasic planes,—atoms destined to be the nuclei of the future bodies, each on its respective plane, the three forming the upper triad so often referred to. [No bodies yet] (EP I 168)

Elemental Essence

64: Elemental Essence is seen to consist of aggregations of matter, on one of the six non-atomic subplanes of the mental and the desire planes—aggregations which do not themselves serve as forms for any entity to inhabit, but as the material out of which such forms may be built.

Monadic Essence, the matter of the atomic (or highest) subplane of each plane.  Elemental Essence, the matter of the six subplanes which are non atomic.  It is molecular matter. (TCF ftn. 2, 75)

7. The planes are spheres. For every type of form the Solar Logos ordains (wills) a sphere of plane of manifestation.

8. What types of forms are we discussing? Largely molecular forms or forms which are built on the upward arc of the second outpouring.
9. [Perhaps archetypal forms are also created during the second outpouring….and they must materialize in the dense physical body of the Solar Logos and Planetary Logos 
10. Interestingly, the First Outpouring is of the third aspect of divinity. In this respect, the third comes first, following by the Second Outpouring (representing the form building ray—the second) and the Third Outpouring (representing the first ray).
11. What is the “sacred flood” and who is waiting? We might consider the “sacred flood” as the energies of the higher two aspects of divinity. We might also say that it is the newly created atomic forms (most of them molecular) which are awaiting the “sacred flood”.
12. [Animating energy from the higher two planes representing still higher sources of energy.
13. The Word uttered by the third aspect of divinity is the AUM, and we read the following:
The logoic triple Word..The third plane..The Sound A U M.

The body of the solar system in substance of the third etheric plane is seen, and the three function as one.  The triple energy of the Logos is co-ordinated, and nothing now can hinder the work of evolution.  The three groups of devas are active, and the archetypal form is in process of materialization. (TCF 927)

[Note that the higher three solar planes contain the “archetypal form”.]
The Builders responded to the sacred sound.
14. We are speaking of the great devic agencies. Note that the word “Builders” is capitalized, so we are speaking of great intelligent, individualized agencies, and not of the unselfconscious lesser builders”.

15. Any of the sounds emanating from the higher planes can be called a “sacred sound”. Research on TCF, 926-927, will reveal these to be the “A”, the “AU” and the “AUM”. The “OM” must also be included, though assigning it to a particular plane offers various possibilities.
 In musical collaboration they attended to the work.
16. This is important. Music is one of the building agencies of sound. The Solar Logos is composing a “solar sonata” and Sanat Kumara, a symphony. 

17. This suggests that the Builders cooperate with each other or collaborate according to the ‘Laws of Music’, which we might call the “Laws of Harmony”.

18. We should remember that the fourth plane, or buddhic plane is the “Plane of Harmony”.

19. It is clear that the Builders are serving the Sound which went forth from solar systemic Brahma, or solar systemic Fohat.

  They built in many spheres, beginning with the third. 
20. The Great Builders do not build, according to what is here said, within or upon the highest two subplanes.

21. We should remember that the Creative Hierarchy found on the second solar plane, are called in the tabulation on TCF 35, the “Greater Builders”.

22. Remember again that planes are spheres and that, numbering from above to below, the atmic plane is the third sphere.

 Upon this plane their work commenced. 
23. Thus we are speaking of the work occurring within the Brahmic aspect of the Solar Logos, the area of focus being the five lower solar planes beginning with the atmic plane—both the third and the fifth (counting from below).
24. If the Greater Builders are involved, they are building in relation to the plane immediately lower than the plane on which they are focussed.

 They built the sheath of atma and strung it to its Primary.

25. [Is there a difference between building a sheath and coordinating a sheath?
26. What is the “Primary” in this instance? Is it the Monad or is it the permanent atom of the sheath that is being built?
27. Either the vehicle is being strung to the Monad or to the permanent atoms which is usually considered its source…
28. Does “Primary” mean the Monad or does it mean the permanent atom for each particular vehicle?
29. For what or whom does this sheath exist. We are probably not speaking here of microcosmic evolution but of an evolution more macrocosmic. Are we speaking of the building the atmic sheath of the Solar Logos.

30. The word primary suggests the Monad, of whatever B/being we are discussing. “Primary” suggests “first” and the Monad is the first of the periodical vehicles.
31. [But it can also suggest a permanent atom as the primary of the sheath…
32. The following from EP I  is important in this context:

It was at the time of the second outpouring that each of the divine centres of consciousness put forth a thread of being into an atom of the highest sub-planes of the atmic, the buddhic, and the manasic planes,—atoms destined to be the nuclei of the future bodies, each on its respective plane, the three forming the upper triad so often referred to. (EP I 168)

33. It would seem that in this selection we are speaking of the act by which the “sheath of atma” is strung to its Primary [whichever of the two options we choose]
34. Of course we cannot be speaking of the Monad of the Solar Logos which occurs on the cosmic monadic plane, which is far ‘above’ the cosmic physical plane (presently under discussion).

"AUM," said the Mighty One. 
35. The Solar Logos ‘speaks’ again as He continues His work of building the Brahmic Worlds (the worlds of the five lower solar planes).

 "Let now the work proceed. 
36. It seems that we are dealing with the work of Creation.

37. We cannot discount that this process could as well be applied to a Planetary Logos. The level of interpretation has yet to be determined but probably the Solar Logos.
 Let the Builders of the air continue with the plan."

38. The plane of air is the buddhic plane, the “Plane of Harmony”.

39. We are speaking of Builders which inhabit or dwell upon. the buddhic plane.

40. This being the case, the Builders which were active on the atmic plane should also include the Builders which inhabit or dwell upon the atmic plane.

41. Whose plan? The Plan of the Solar Logos? The Plan of a Planetary Logos or our Planetary Logos? We note that the word “plan” is not capitalized, but it seems, nonetheless, to be the ‘Plan of Creation’. We just have to determine which Creation.
42. Even if we determine that it is the Creation of the Solar Logos, the steps would probably apply to the Creation engineered by the Planetary Logos.

The Deva-Lord and Builders upon the plane of air worked with the forms within that sphere which is reckoned mainly theirs. 
43. We are speaking of the Raja Deva Lord of the buddhic plane, and presumably of the seven subsidiary subplane Lords.

44. We can wonder which forms are the forms within that sphere—the sphere of the buddhic plane. It would seem that we should be speaking only of atomic and molecular buddhic matter, but it still remains a possibility that archetypal forms are being prepared for manifestation in the three lower worlds.
45. Note the word “mainly”. It seems to suggest that no sphere and its forms ‘belongs’ only to the Raja Deva Lord Who presides over that plane, but, perhaps, to the Raja Deva Lords who are still higher, as the greater always includes the lesser.

46. Still, the main activity upon the buddhic plane (the “plane of air”) ‘belongs’ to the Indra, the Raja Deva Lord of the buddhic plane and His subplane subordinates.
 They wrought for union, each in his group assigned.
47. The Builders of the buddhic plane “wrought for union” which is understandable as the buddhic plane is known as the ‘Plane of Union’ where all is harmonized.

48. The higher Agnisuryans should be included among the workers on the buddhic plane. These Beings are, we would think, self-conscious.

49. There is much archetypal harmony occurring in this process. The distortions which occur within the lower World of Becoming (the three lower solar planes) have not yet taken place.

50. We get the idea of great order and ceremony in this process. Each of the Builders is assigned to a group and they work within that group.
51. Agni is the Lord of the cosmic World of Becoming
52. We must realize that Master DK has spoken much of the Agnichaitans, the Agnisuryans and the Agnishvattas, but very little of the higher devas who work upon the archetypal planes of our solar system—the planes of the cosmic ethers.

53. The whole building process is one of musical, cooperative collaboration.
The moulds grew fast beneath their hands.

54. These Builders of the buddhic plane are building the true forms or ideas of things—the true forms of “moulds” upon which the forms in the lower three worlds are based.
55. The use of the word “hands” is symbolic. [Symbolically it is the power to move things here and there… We presume that we are speaking of the power of the devas of the buddhic plane  to embody higher, subtle, cosmic etheric forms upon which lower types of matter can aggregate.

The sacred plane of juncture,
56. A marvelous way of describing the buddhic plane. Two types of energies/forces come together on the fourth plane—those of the highest three cosmic ethers and those of the lower three worlds.

57. Lower planes can indeed affect higher planes. It is not only that higher planes affect lower planes.

 the fourth great plane, became the sphere within the greater circle which marked the goal for man.

58. The “greater circle” is, we would presume, the circle of the cosmic physical plane upon which man expresses at this time.

59. Always we have before us the idea that the planes are spheres, and, for that matter, so are the rays!

60. We note from the Table of Creative Hierarchies (EA 34-35) that the human Monads are focussed on the buddhic plane or fourth great sphere. This is not their plane of origin but it is their plane of eventual expression.

61. The “goal for man” was set out at the beginning. The fact that the human Monads are associated with the fourth solar plane does not mean that humanity has yet achieved that goal—the goal of functioning in monadic consciousness on that plane as a fully conscious, mediating Creative Hierarchy. This will occur when the majority of the Sons of Men have achieved the fourth initiation.
"AUM," said the Mighty One, He breathed forth to the fifth, the plane which is the burning-ground, the meeting place for fire. 
62. We continue with the Creative Process. The Solar Logos continues to use the Great Word of the Brahmic Aspect and activates the fifth cosmic subplane.

63. Notice that there is both the Sound and the Breath. As the Sound sounds the vitalizing activity of the Breath goes forth.
64. AUM is considered as the “Great Word”, even though “OM” is considered likewise. Everything depends upon the meaning of the “AUM”. Sometimes it represents a supremely synthetic and godly sound and in other contexts, it represents the word of matter.

65. The mental plane, or the sphere which is the highest of the lower three worlds, is known as the ‘Plane of Fire’. Three fires meet on that plane—fire by friction through the mental unit, solar fire through the egoic lotus, and electric fire through the manasic permanent atom.

66. We all have to pass through the burning ground of the mental plane before being liberated into the fourth cosmic ether—the buddhic plane, at the fourth initiation.
67. The mental plane is a plane of purification specifically under soul direction—the direction of the Solar Angel. The burning grounds experienced on lower planes are impulsed from the mental plane by the Agnishvatta.

 This time a cosmic note is heard beneath the sound systemic.
68. This is a fascinating idea and reminds us that the true home of the Solar Angels is, in a sense, the cosmic mental plane.

69. We are assured now that the sounds going forth are, indeed, sounded by the Solar Logos, because we are dealing with what DK calls “the sound systemic”. A Planetary Logos would sound a ‘planetary sound’.

70. The cosmic mental plane is very important in all that transpires on the cosmic physical plane, and especially on the solar mental plane (the systemic mental plane).

71. It is suggested that the Buddha contacted the cosmic mental plane during his enlightenment.

72. The stanza seems to suggest that a “sound systemic” was not heard when the Sound went forth in relation to the atmic and buddhic planes.
  The fire within, the fire without, meet with the fire ascending.
73. How shall we apportion these fires? We do have, customarily, three fires, but are these three fires (electric fire, solar fire, and fire by friction) here represented?
74. It would seem that the “fire without” is fire by friction, because this is the external fire. The “fire within” can be the fire of the soul or Solar Angel. BUT we do not have yet the formation of the soul.  The “fire ascending” can be the aspirational energy.

75. This apportioning of the fires does not account for electric fire, which would seem most closely related to the “fire within”.
76. That the fire of the Spirit/triad is “fire within”. The fire by friction is “fire without”. Upward tending fire by friction is the fire of aspiration—fire ascending.
  The guardians of the cosmic fire,
77. Presumably from the cosmic mental plane. One would assume that these are very high Beings—higher than the Raja Deva Lords of the solar planes.
78. But this is not necessarily a foregone conclusions, as they could be those devas who, upon the cosmic physical plane, guard the effects and influences of cosmic fire.
79. Or simply the “Watchers of the Flame”..these on the systemic mental plane could be the guardians of the cosmic fire from the cosmic mental plane.
 the devas of fohatic heat, 
80. We are reminded that we are dealing principally with the action of the third aspect of divinity which has been given the names “Brahma” and “Fohat” as well as other names.
81. To what extent are the Solar Angels related to Brahma and Fohat—cosmically…”Sons of Mind, Divine Sons of Mind”
watched o'er the forms that formless stood,
82. We are definitely dealing with unanimated form, “moulds” or archetypes.
83. The Solar Angels as “Watchers” could be involved in this process…but maybe the great Beings are more Brahmic or Fohatic than the Solar Angels actually are…
84. These cosmic etheric “form”, “formless stood” because they had not yet moulded denser forms upon the lowest three levels of the cosmic physical plane. At least this is one interpretation.

 waiting a point in time.

85. Presumably, this is a time for the animating of these cosmic etheric forms—that point in the Creative Process when there is to be an animating descent of these higher forms into the planes of cosmic density—the gaseous, liquid and physically dense levels of the manifestation of the Solar Logos.
86. We note how all is well-prepared and moulded before it is activated or animated. This is a characteristic of the (planning) Creative Process in general.
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The builders of a lesser grade, devas who work with matter, wrought at the forms.  
87. We could assume that these were the unconscious devas of the mental plane who work under the direction of the Raja Deva Lord Agni—Who, in one of His aspects, is the Lord of the solar mental plane.

88. “Matter” in this case is the substance-energy within the dense physical body of the Solar Logos—our lower three solar planes.

89. Could we say that the forms are being moulded on the higher levels of the fifth solar plane? Forms are being prepared—let us see for what.
90. Even though the word “matter” is used, it would seem that thus far in the Creative Process we have descended no lower than the systemic mental plane, and perhaps the higher aspect of it…but not with certainty. In the case that this is correct, the devas of the systemic astral plane and systemic physical plane are not yet involved.
They stood in fourfold order. 
91. Why “fourfold order”? Have the Builders of the four cosmic ethers been involved? This is a possibility, though the builders of the monadic plane and the logoic plane have seemed more remote to this process.

92.  Or are we speaking of the four subplanes of the systemic mental plane where created forms may be awaiting activation or animation?
93. Or—are we thinking that the higher four subplanes of the mental plane (which are analogous to the four ethers) are the subplanes on which the forms are to be found. (A speculation)
 Upon the threefold levels in empty silence stood the forms. 
94. Well here, the term “threefold levels” suggests the atmic, buddhic and mental planes. Apparently forms have been created upon all of those planes. But the forms are not yet animated; they are forms which possess the “soul of matter”, the Anima Mundi, but not the consciousness of the second aspect of divinity, or even the first.
95. On these three planes, can it be that the forms, empty forms, are on the etheric part of these three levels—atmic, buddhic and mental…
They vibrated, they responded to the key, yet useless stood and uninhabited.

96. Creation is musical. The work of creating moulds is musical collaboration.

97. Each plane and subplane has its own particular key or aspect of a key. The forms have been created through musical collaboration and these forms or “moulds” are justly tuned in relation to the third aspect of divinity, the material aspect.
98. But since they represent only the third aspect of divinity they are not yet ensouled in the higher sense and are “useless” because they cannot yet respond or carry forward the Purpose of the Solar Logos. Only one of the ‘sounds systemic’ has pealed forth—presumably that related to the third aspect of divinity and perhaps to the first part of the second aspect of divinity, which creates molecular matter.
99. One does get the sense, however, that that which is created is more than atomic and molecular matter, but the archetypes of that which is to manifest on the lower eighteen subplanes. This would seem to make sense.

"AUM," said the Mighty One, "let the waters too bring forth." 
100. Forms are being brought forth under the creative Word(s) of the Solar Logos.

101. The point of attention now is the systemic astral plane.

102. Just because a form is brought forth, it does not mean that these forms are truly animated or ensouled by the second aspect of divinity.

103. We remember that it requires the first aspect of divinity to arrange for the ensouling of forms by self-conscious entities—human beings.

104. On the upward arc of the Second Outpouring, various sub-conscious forms manifest, but here is the question. Have the archetypes for these manifestations been created by this threefold process we are now discussing—a process focusing on the atmic, buddhic and mental planes?
 The builders of the watery sphere,
105. We must note that the term “builders” is not here capitalized.

106. The “builders of the watery sphere” are broadly those known as Agnisuryans, though as the Tibetan has shown us, there are many varieties—and He has only indicated a very few of the vast number.

 the denizens of moisture,
107. The element of water is responsible for “moisture”.

108. When a word like “denizens” is used, it does not usually mean a high type of life.

 produced the forms that move within the kingdom of Varuna. 
109. We have here a planetary reference, because Varuna is the Raja Deva Lord of the planetary astral plane. There is a great Being Who is the Raja Deva Lord of the systemic astral plane, but we are not given that name.

110. Are the forms produced “moving” forms, or will they move when animation follows?

 They grew and multiplied.
111. We expect a great abundance of forms on the systemic astral plane. The sheer number of forms seems to increase in this type of creation on the systemic astral plane.

  In constant flux they swayed.
112. These forms seem to be characterized by incessant movement. They are not as stable as the forms which were earlier created on the higher planes.

113. The word “swayed” is interesting as it seems to suggest oscillation in accordance with the “dual forces” which can be found upon the astral plane.
114. Sometimes one sees seaweed and other forms of aquatic plant life swaying beneath the surface of oceans and lakes. Waves…
115. One is presented with a sense of less stability.

  Each ebb of cosmic motion increased the endless flow.
116. “Ebb” and “flow” are words suggesting water. “Rule Eight” from A Treatise on White Magic speaks in this way: “The waters ebb and flow.”
117. Why “cosmic” motion. We have heard of the “cosmic note” which underlay the activity of the Solar Logos on the solar mental plane.

118. Once cosmic energy has reached the cosmic physical plane and works there, is the motion which it produces on the systemic planes considered “cosmic” motion because it originated on cosmic planes?
119. So is cosmic motion to be found on the cosmic etheric planes—then affecting the lower solar planes including the astral plane? Maybe we do not have to do to the cosmic astral plane to find cosmic motion…
120. We seem to be dealing with increasing motion (increasing ebbs and flows reinforcing each other) and expanding forms. The ‘formal fecundity’ of the Creative Process is increasing.
  The ripple of the forms was seen.

121. A new type of motion is to be considered. The “ripple effect” is influential far beyond the original point of contact.

122. We can imagine that this increased motion on the astral plane will have its physical plane effects.

"AUM," said the Mighty One, "let the Builders deal with matter."  
123. The Solar Logos has finally turned His attention to the lowest of the cosmic dense subplanes—the systemic etheric-physical plane.

124. Even etheric substance is here dealt with as matter.

The molten solidified.
125. This seems to be a planetary reference involving the solidification of our planet or at least, a planet.

126. We cannot say that we are dealing with the Sun, because the matter of the Sun cannot be considered “solid”. We must search further, however, for the meaning of “solidified”. 

127. The work may be that of the Solar Logos, but it seems to be having a planetary effect. Perhaps, after all, we are dealing with the creation of the planet Earth under the will and activity of the Solar Logos.

  The solid forms were built.  The crust cooled.  The rocks congealed.
128. The terminology makes one think we are definitely dealing with Earth. We are Earth beings, after all, so the Stanzas of Dzyan would be best applied, eventually, to conditions which concern our planet.

129. It would seem that this entire Stanza is dealing with the creation of our planet, as it originates with the Word of a Great Logos, on the atmic plane. The two higher Words are not dealt with in this Stanza.

  The builders wrought in tumult to produce the forms of maya. 
130. We get the image of the etheric-physical plane as a plane of great activity and great disorder.

131. The term “maya” is used specifically when dealing with the activities of the etheric-physical plane. 

132. It can also be used in a wider sense to indicate, as “Maya”, the World Illusion, involving all the three lower worlds.

133. It would seem that all the forms of life which are to come forth eventually on the systemic dense physical plane are dealt with in this Stanza.

134. We are dealing with the preparation of all the forms which will manifest upon the dense physical planet—presumably, the planet Earth. 

 When the rocky strata were completed the work stood in completion.
135. This signifies the creation of the mineral kingdom and, if so, then the Second Outpouring has begun to make its turn.

136. This confirms that this Stanza deals not only with the First (and Fohatic) Outpouring, but with the Form-Building Outpouring (the Second Outpouring), as least up to the point that the mineral kingdom is created.

137. The question still arises—are the forms created really animated, or are they still empty of soul, in the occult sense?

  The builders of the lowest grade announced the work was finished.

138. This announcement does not appear to come from self-conscious devas. Something about the note they sound is the “announcement”.

139. What is this “work”? Shall we say the work of manifestation undertaken planetarily by Brahma/Fohat—the Brahma/Fohat aspect of the Solar Logos in relation to our planet.

Forth from the rocky strata emerged the covering next.
140. We may look at the second kingdom of nature, the vegetable kingdom, which provides the “covering” of the rocky strata and, according to occultism, does emerge from the mineral kingdom.

141. In a few words we are covering vast periods of time.

142. This kind of Stanza belongs, one would think, in The Secret Doctrine, which deals with the creation of the Earth.

  The builders of the second agreed the work was done.
143. We are probably speaking of the second kingdom of nature.

144. Presumably, the forms of which we are speaking are animated form, though not self-consciously ensouled, except as we are dealing with the great Entity Who is the Kingdom Lord of the vegetable kingdom.

  The first and second on the upward way stood forth in fourfold form.
145. The “upward way” is the ‘Way of Evolution’. The “upward way” represent  the second and evolutionary phase of the Second Outpouring, which produces the recognizable kingdoms of nature.

146. When we speak of “fourfold form” we seem to be indicating forms related to the four systemic ethers. BUT maybe they are classifications of the four major forms in those two kingdoms 
147. These systemic ethers are, when compared to the systemic dense physical subplanes, archetypal. Perhaps all the forms of the lower kingdoms (in this case, the mineral kingdom and vegetable kingdom) have archetypal forms on the four levels of the systemic ethers.
148. Often we speak of seven divisions within each kingdom—in this case the mineral kingdom and vegetable kingdom. Here there is a focus on four.
  The inner five was somewhat seen by those whose sight was keen.

149. Who is doing the seeing? Man, apparently does not yet exist. Are we speaking of the self-conscious devas who are responsible for the creative process we have been discussing?

150. The “inner five”? Do the inner five relate to the coming fifth kingdom of nature and to the hovering, waiting Fifth Creative Hierarchy which will produce man?

151. A certain point of the upward arc must be reached before the members so the Fifth Creative Hierarchy can take the forms created by the Anima Mundi and create truly self-conscious life in the form of man.

"AUM," said the Mighty One, and gathered in His Breath.
152. When we speak of the “Breath”, there seems to be reference to the first aspect of divinity, which is expected on the upward or evolutionary arc at a certain point of animation.
 The spark within the peopling third impelled to further growth.
153. The “peopling third” is an unusual term. We have only accounted thus far for the first two (the first two kingdoms of nature) upon the upward way. We have not yet accounted for the third, the animal kingdom, which seems to be here suggested.
154. How can we interpret the “peopling third”? Perhaps through the fact that fourth kingdom of nature emerges out of the third—humanity emerges out of the animal kingdom.

155. What is the “spark”—are we speaking of the spark of mind? Probably it is too early in the process to be speaking of the implantation of the spark of mind. But if we consider the Monad as the “spark”, then that spark is found at the nucleus of all life forms within all kingdoms.
156. But what about the mental unit? As a Spark…
157. So probably, we are speaking of further growth beyond the first and second kingdoms and into the third, which eventually will give rise to “people” or to the human kingdom.
158. The “spark” arises as an evocation within the third—the mental unit arising as instinct approximated mentality—LATER in third…
  The builders of the lowest forms, manipulating densest maya,
159. Is “densest maya” the energies and forces of the lowest three systemic subplanes? Or are the etheric subplanes included?

 merged their production with the forms built by the watery ones.
160. The “watery ones” are the builders upon the astral plane, probably in the category of Agnisuryans.

161. We seem to be speaking of the merging of physical and astral energies. What may be the nature of these forms built by the “watery ones” has yet to be determined.

  Matter and water merged produced the third in time.
162. Often “water” and “matter” are considered occultly synonymous, but here they are distinguished.

163. It is evident that plants do not have an astral nature, or at least do not have a developed or noticeable astral nature, though they do possess a variety of sensitivity as has been experimentally established.

164. But animals most definitely do develop an astral nature—especially the higher types of animals.

165. The “third” in this case seems to be the emergence of the animal kingdom—the third kingdom of nature.
  Ascension thus progressed. 
166. “Ascension” in this case is a term for the evolutionary process. Higher and higher kingdoms are being produced by the builders.

 The builders worked in union.
167. These seem to be the builders as found on the first two planes—counting from below—the etheric-physical plane and the astral plane.

  They called the guardians of the fiery zone.
168. It would seem that the “guardians of the fiery zone” are the devas of the mental plane—whether lower or higher mental or both we cannot yet be sure. Probably, lower mental.
169. Guardians should be conscious…but it is possible to have a patterned function which guards even if you are not aware of it…
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170. We are speaking of the interaction of three types of builders or devas—those of the etheric-physical plane, the astral plane and, probably, the lower mental plane.

171. To create the third kingdom of nature, all the lower three types of devas are required, because in the animal kingdom arises incipient mentality, based on motion. There is no mind without motion and the animal kingdom is a kingdom in motion. Plants are ‘planted’.

The Mighty One looked down. 
172. Are the “Seven Days of Creation” completed or almost completed. Man does not yet exist, so it seems according to this description.

 The forms met His approval. 
173. This has not always been the case as The Secret Doctrine tells us. Sometimes that which had been unintelligently created by creators who should not have acted to create, had to be destroyed.

 Forth came the cry for further light.
174. The rising kingdoms aspire. The animal kingdom aspires, inchoately, unconsciously  towards the human kingdom.

  Again He gathered in the sound. 
175. Sound is always the creative agent. The Logos creates through sound.

176. It seems that the Logos is, at varying times in this Stanza, both the Solar Logos and the Planetary Logos.

 He drew to higher levels the feeble spark of light. 
177. The “feeble spark of light” is the attenuated Monad expressing through the lower three kingdoms.
178. Also the mental unit, spurred on by the attenuated Monad and urging forward towards greater light…mind is growing in the higher animals…
Another tone was heard, the sound of cosmic fire, hid in the Sons of Manas. 
179. The Sons of Manas can be considered the Solar Angels, who have a definite origin in the cosmic fire of the cosmic mental plane. One begins to wonder whether A Treatise on Cosmic Fire is not all about the cosmic fire of the cosmic mental plane and its effect upon all the fires of the cosmic physical plane.

 They called to their Primaries. 
180. “Primaries” are always Exemplars, or Prototypes. Even Solar Angels have Prototypes, as do Planetary Logoi and even Solar Logoi.
181. BUT—maybe this is the Solar Angels calling to the Primaries of human Monads to which they have been assigned…
182. Sometimes high sometimes low—the word “Primaries”
 The lower four, the higher three, and the cosmic fifth met at the great inbreathing.  Another sheath was formed.

183. An inbreathing is a subjective synthesizing…

184. The lives of the lower four planes, and of the higher three, were animated by the Lives of the cosmic mental plane—these seven were inspired by these cosmic mental lives.
185. OR—the lower four vehicles and the spiritual triad were united by the Solar Angels as representatives of the cosmic mental plane, the cosmic fifth
186. One thinks that we are speaking now of the creation of the causal body—“another sheath was formed”.

187. The creation of that vehicle seems to require cosmic mental influence. Solar Angels are inspired from the cosmic mental plane, from Venus and from the Heart of the Sun on the higher cosmic mental plane.

188. Are we speaking about individualization and the formation of causal bodies for those members of the animal kingdom who are rising into the human state?

189. I do not think we can be speaking of the formation of the causal body of the Planetary Logos or Solar Logos as that formation does not involve the cosmic physical plane at all.

190. Most likely we are speaking of the creation of our planet and the way in which the creative processes gradually led to the formation of man through the creation of a causal sheath for animal man.

191. It is interesting to see that the cosmic mental plane is definitely involved in this creation.
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STANZA III
<Pages 15,17>
[STANZA III
<Pages 15,17>

The great Wheel turned upon itself.  The seven lesser wheels rushed into being.  They revolve like their Mother, around, within and forward.  All that existeth was.

The wheels were diverse, and in unification, one.  As evolved the great Wheel, the inner fire burst forth.  It touched into life wheel the first.  It circulated.  A million fires rose up.  The quality of matter densified, but form was not.  The Sons of God arose, scanned the depth of Flame, took from its heart the sacred Stone of Fire, and proceeded to the next.

In turning next the Great Wheel launched the second.  Again the flame burst forth, took to its heart the Stone and proceeded in revolution.  The Sons of God again arose, and sought within the flame.  "The form sufficeth not,"  they said, "remove from without the fire."

Faster revolved the greater Wheel, blue white emerged the flame.  The Sons of God again came down and a lesser wheel revolved.  Seven times the revolution, and seven times great the heat.  More solid grew the formless mass, and deeper sank the Stone.  To the heart of inmost fire the sacred Stone went down.  This time the work was better done, and the product more perfected.  At the seventh revolution, the third wheel rendered back the Stone.  Triple the form, rosy the light, and sevenfold the eternal principle.
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From out the greater Wheel, down from the vault of heaven, came into light the lesser wheel that counted as the fourth.  The eternal Lhas looked down, and the Sons of God reached forth.  Down to the inmost point of death They flung the sacred Stone.  The plaudits of the Chohans rose.  The work had turned a point.  From the pit of outer darkness, They gathered forth the Stone, translucent now and unalloyed, of colour rose and blue.

The turning of the fifth wheel and its action on the Stone rendered it still more fit.  Yellow the blending tint, orange the inner fire, till yellow, rose and blue mingled their subtle tones.  The four wheels with the greater worked thus upon the Stone till all the Sons of God acclaimed, and said:  "The work is done."]
1. It must be said at the outset that the following Stanza is one of great difficulty as we cannot be sure of the level on which it is to be interpreted.

2. All I can do is offer some suggestions which may later achieve some degree of corroboration.

The great Wheel turned upon itself.
3. Immediately we have the problem of determining the following:

a. Is the “great Wheel” the ‘One Universal Wheel’?

b. Is it a galaxy, presumably, our galaxy.
c. Or is this the Wheel of the "One About Whom Naught May Be Said" 

d. Or is this the Wheel of the solar system?

e. Or can something be learned about all these wheels from what is said in this Stanza?

4. In occultism we are given the image of the “wheel turning upon itself”. This is something which, we are told, can only be ‘seen’ by the true clairvoyant.

5. The following excerpt from A Treatise on Cosmic Fire gives the most universal interpretation of the Great Wheel:

"The one wheel turns.  One turn alone is made, and every sphere, and suns of all degrees, follow its course.  The night of time is lost in it, and kalpas measure less than seconds in the little day of man.

Ten million million kalpas pass, and twice ten million million Brahmic cycles and yet one hour of cosmic time is not completed.

Within the wheel, forming that wheel, are all the lesser wheels from the first to the tenth dimension.  These in their cyclic turn hold in their spheres of force other and lesser wheels.  Yet many suns compose the cosmic One.

Wheels within wheels, spheres within spheres.  Each pursues his course and attracts or rejects his brother, and yet cannot escape from the encircling arms of the mother.

When the wheels of the fourth dimension, of which our sun is one and all that is of lesser force and higher number, such as the eighth and ninth degrees, turn upon themselves, devour each other, and turn and rend their mother, then will the cosmic wheel be ready for a faster revolution." (TCF 1084)
  The seven lesser wheels rushed into being. 
6. The one always contains a major seven. This is certainly true of our solar system and its seven sacred planets.
7. It is also true of our Cosmic Logos with the "Seven Solar Systems of Which Ours is One" 

8. It is also true of the Super-Constellational Logos we call the "One About Whom Naught May Be Said".

9. It is probably true of the entire universe with its major Universal Septenate.

10. Perhaps as we proceed we will know at what level it would be best to interpret what is said.

11. In the previous Stanza we offered primarily a solar systemic interpretation. Is this justified here? We shall see.

 They revolve like their Mother, around, within and forward.
12. The interpretation here leans towards the utterly universal and the totally cosmic.

13. The use of the term “Mother” suggests the “Great Mother” of the first stanzas of The Secret Doctrine—the “Eternal Parent”, and yet that “Parent” has no form whatsoever.

14. The “Great Mother” suggests as well, Mulaprakriti, but Mulaprakriti is such an abstraction that it is hard to conceive of it as a “Wheel”.
15. The “Great Wheel”, in this connotation, seems to be the “Mother”—the “Mother” of the seven lessers wheels, which may be stupendous Entities, after all.
16. The description of the mode of revolution, “around, within and forward” suggests revolution in a higher dimensionality. This is the “wheel turning upon itself”. 

17. The following on the true meaning of the Swastika describes the “wheel turning upon itself”:

5. The swastika, or the fire extending not only from the periphery to the centre in four directions, but gradually circulating and radiating from and around the entire periphery.  This signifies completed activity in every department of matter until finally we have a blazing, fiery wheel, turning every way, with radiant channels of fire from the centre to the ring-pass-not,—fire within, without and around until the wheel is consumed and there is naught remaining but perfected fire. (TCF 161)

All that existeth was.

18. When the Tibetan says something of this nature, the implication again is utterly universal. Should the “Great Wheel” be our galaxy or our local "One About Whom Naught May Be Said", or our Cosmic Logos or our solar system, we could never say of it that “all that existeth was”, because these abovementioned wheels are limited and obviously do not contain all that exists.

The wheels were diverse, and in unification, one
19. Every septenate holds diversity. Each of the seven is distinct, yet, in occultism we learn that the three are one and that the seven, as well, are one.

20. Chart XII in TCF demonstrate the manner in which every differentiated seven is really a one. (Show this.)
 As evolved the great Wheel, the inner fire burst forth.
21. This statement probably applies to any wheel we might discuss.

22. After a period in which the concentration is upon form, the “inner fire” arrives at its day of expression.

23. This is certainly true of the egoic lotus, with its central fire, as well.

24. Some things said in this Stanza are of universal application and can be used in discussing the evolution of all wheels including the evolution of the “Monadic Wheel”.

  It touched into life wheel the first.
25. We seem to be dealing with the activation of the first of seven wheels—each of them a lesser wheel to be activated by the ‘Mother Wheel’.

26. The “inner fire” of the Great Wheel brings life to “wheel the first”?

27. Rays are wheels; planes are wheels

28. From the chakric standpoint, “wheel the first” can be considered the head center.

  It circulated. 
29. In an evolving system the fire always circulates—geometrically.

 A million fires rose up.  
30. Is the number literal or simply meant to convey ‘a great number’.

31. We may assume that the rising up occurred within “wheel the first”.

32. The “million fires” are presumably wheels of lesser scope in hierarchically descending order.

33. It is important to remember that planes are also wheels. In some respects we may be discussing the descent from a great planar wheel to the wheels of subsidiary subplanes.

The quality of matter densified, but form was not. 
34. Suddenly we seem to be moving towards the description of that which occurs on a planet or on our planet.

35. This sentence seems to suggest planar phenomena as when we speak of planes, we tend to talk about the type and density of matter associated with that plane.
36. We do not even know if the higher cosmic planes are “prakritic”—i.e., relating to matter. So if we speak of the “quality of matter” it may be a hint that we should confine ourselves to the cosmic physical plane.

37. We are dealing with a process of precipitation. It seems that the wheels involved have or sponsor different degrees of ‘density’

38. Obviously, we are not yet on the lower three planes (or cosmic physical subplanes) as “form was not”.

 The Sons of God arose, scanned the depth of Flame, took from its heart the sacred Stone of Fire, and proceeded to the next.

39. Here are some statements which relate the Monad to the Flame:
3. The centre within the One Life which we call by the unmeaning word "Monad," the spark within the one Flame. (DINA II 291)

4. Finally there is the Monadic Flame Divine.  This embodies the highest vibration of which the Monad is capable, is governed by the Law of Synthesis, and is the cause of the forward progressive movement of the evolving Jiva.

The adepts use the "dry alchemical fires" to produce the results they desire in aiding the evolutionary process.  As they use these "dry fires" the reaction upon themselves is such that they transmute the electrical spark (or the Monad within the flame of the planetary Life) and break it up in such a manner that it can pass through the systemic etheric web and on to that stream of cosmic energy emanating from the constellation mentioned above. (TCF 1250)

40. We are using terms here which suggest processes which develop within our Earth-scheme. There is the sense of a process reminiscent of The Secret Doctrine. A Treatise on Cosmic Fire.
41. There may, indeed, be universal “Sons of God”, but usually the term describes Beings within our solar system.

42. A Monad is a “sacred Stone of Fire”. The "Jewel in the Lotus" is the reflection of the Monad and is an occult “stone”. The true Monad is a "Jewel".
43. Interestingly the Monad has a connection with both the heart and the head.

44. Here are some excerpts which suggest that the Monad is the true "Jewel" and the primary to the "Jewel in the Lotus".
These identifications eventually bring about within the jewel, which is essentially the true spiritual unit, [the MONAD]  a momentous happening, and are undergone within the monadic consciousness after the transcendence of the atmic sheath.  (TCF 1246) [This confirms the Monad as a "Jewel" ]
This identification does not concern the form nor the soul but only the spiritual point of positive life [The Monad IS the spiritual point of positive life…
 which in the human unit we call the "Jewel in the Lotus." It should be remembered in this connection that there is a jewel at the heart of every atom. [Including the MONAD considered as an Atom]…  Every jewel has seven facets which are the seven doorways to the seven Paths (TCF 1245) [Only the Monad can tread the seven Paths—the "Jewel in the Lotus" cannot]
At initiation the Rod is applied to the petals in a scientific manner, and regulated according to ray and tendency.  This brings about the opening of the central bud, the revelation of the jewel, the withdrawal of that jewel from the casket which has so long shielded it, and its transference to "the crown," as it is occultly called, meaning its return to the Monad whence it came. (IHS 138)

This brings about the opening of the central bud, the revelation of the jewel, the withdrawal of that jewel from the casket which has so long shielded it, and its transference to "the crown," as it is occultly called, meaning its return to the Monad whence it came. (IHS 138)

The Jewel of fire blazes forth as seven jewels within the one, or as the sevenfold electric spark, and in the intensity of the blaze thus created is reabsorbed into the Monad or the One.  [Jewel is absorbed into the Monad] This process is paralleled at the final consummation of solar evolution when the seven Suns blaze forth before the great Pralaya. (TCF 1119)

45. We have the Monad or “stone” arising from the heart of the flame.

46. How shall we describe the Monad in relation to the flame?

1. "The spark hangs from the flame by the finest thread of Fohat.

5. The centre within the One Life which we call by the unmeaning word "Monad," the spark within the one Flame. (DINA II 291)

5—The vital spark we call the "divine flame," latent in each human being, which distinguishes our solar Logos from all other Logoi, and which is the sum of all His characteristics.  "Our God is a consuming Fire." (LOM 184)

5. He is the Flame, the Fire, and the Spark in essential manifestation. (TCF 729)
As they use these "dry fires" the reaction upon themselves is such that they transmute the electrical spark (or the Monad within the flame of the planetary Life) and break it up in such a manner that it can pass through the systemic etheric web and on to that stream of cosmic energy emanating from the constellation mentioned above. (A Treatise on Cosmic Fire 1250) 
5. That within each human being is a point of light, a spark of the one Flame. (TUA 295)

In turning next the Great Wheel launched the second.
47. Every time the “Great Wheel” or ‘Mother Wheel’ turns it launches or activates with life one of its subsidiary wheels.

48. We must remember that wheels are as chakras, so the seven wheels which took birth from the Great Wheel are the seven major chakras of the Great Wheel.
49. From a microcosmic point of view, the Monad is a “Great Wheel” and there are descriptions of the “monadic wheel”.
 Again the flame burst forth,
50. Just as it did when “wheel the first” was activated. This is the activation by the inner fire of ‘wheel the second’—whether considered as chakric or planar.
 took to its heart the Stone and proceeded in revolution.
51. We are dealing with the descent of the Stone, which is as the descent of the Monad through the various wheels.

52. We can also consider the relation between the Monad and the central jewel in any chakra.

53. Although the seven lesser wheels rush into being, apparently they are not activated, enfired or revolving until the inner fire of the Great Wheel animates them.
54. Does ‘wheel the second’ relate to the second aspect of divinity or to the second chakra. 

55. The relationship between the head and the heart is suggested.

  The Sons of God again arose,
56. Who are these “Sons of God”? Often the term is used to denote Solar Angels. 

57. If Solar Angels, are we dealing with those who assist with the development of the Earth-scheme and Earth-chain, or are we dealing with still higher Solar Angels Who create the egoic lotus of the Solar Logos?

58. One thing is certain, the “Sons of God” are supervising or evaluating the creation of the Entity of which we may be speaking.

59. We are somewhat reminded of the manner in which the Solar Angels looked in on the first attempts to create man and found those attempts unsatisfactory, whereupon they destroyed the inadequate and even monstrous forms.
60. We are dealing with the Sacred Creative Process. Fire is the creative agent in this regard.
61. The “Sons of God” are the Supervisors of this Creation. Apparently they can judge of the adequacy of the Creation by looking within the fire.
 and sought within the flame.  "The form sufficeth not,"  they said, "remove from without the fire."

62. The Supervisors or “Sons of God” are not satisfied with the form in process of creation.

63. They did not judge concerning the adequacy of form when examining the fire in relation to the first wheel, but they do when examining the fire in relation to  the second wheel. Let us remember that the second aspect of divinity is the form-building aspect.
64. The phrase “remove from without the fire” is enigmatic. If the Supervisors had said, ‘remove from out the fire’, we would know that the form was being removed from the fire. The manner in which it is here said suggests that the removal is occurring from an area which is ‘outside’ the fire and perhaps transferred to an area within the fire. We shall see.
Faster revolved the greater Wheel, 
65. We see that the “greater Wheel” continues its animating and creative efforts well after the “seven lesser wheels rushed into being”. The “greater Wheel” continues to participate in the ongoing creative process.
66. Speed is now added to the activity of the “greater Wheel”. This is the third ‘effort’ of the “greater Wheel”. As it is the third it is, perhaps, rightfully related to activity.
67. The creative process is requiring this faster rotation. During the second phase, the form in process of creation was judged to be inadequate.

blue white emerged the flame.
68. The hottest stars are blue-white.

69. The color blue-white is related to Sirius.

70. There is perhaps a progression from fire to flame to spark, with fire being the origin of the other two.

  The Sons of God again came down
71. The Supervisors are descending, perhaps still lower. They seem to judge of the adequacy of the creative process. 

72. Are they the “Eternal Lhas” of the very highest plane in any sevenfold system?

73. These “Sons of God” are definitely doing something the Solar Angels did in The Secret Doctrine. They are judging of the adequacy of a form (with which, probably, they have some intended relation).

74. The Solar Angels did this with respect to the form of nascent man. We do not yet know whether the “Sons of God” are operating on such a lower level or whether they are evaluating the creation of far more universal forms.
 and a lesser wheel revolved. 
75. This seems to be the third wheel—‘wheel the third’. As such it would have still more to do with manifesting the form—perhaps with greater adequacy.
76. We do see that Creation is a process which is supervised at each of its various stages.

 Seven times the revolution, and seven times great the heat.
77. This sentence is either speaking of the qualities of the third wheel or it is saying that the “greater Wheel” revolves seven times and with each revolution the inner fire intensifies its heat. 
78. Perhaps the heat of the seventh revolution is seven times greater than the heat of the first.

  More solid grew the formless mass, and deeper sank the Stone. 
79. We are dealing with densification, solidification, the descent from a nebular phase into a phase which we could call “solid”.

80. The first part of this process deals with amorphous conditions.

81. We do believe that the Monad (or “Stone”) emanates aspects of itself and thus descends into planes of greater and greater density.

82. The sinking of the “Stone” is a sinking into dimensions of successively greater density.
83. The Monad must, after all, express its influence from the highest to the lowest, and so the sinking is necessary.

84. Even at this time we are the Monad expressing within a very dense level—the systemic physical plane.

 To the heart of inmost fire the sacred Stone went down. 
85. There are gradations of fire and they seem, in a sense, concentric.

86. If the fire is increasing in its heat within each revolution the “greater Wheel” the inner fire is undergoing a type of evolution.
 This time the work was better done, and the product more perfected.
87. The number seven is suggested and the seventh ray—or some very high Prototype of the seventh ray.

88. The seventh ray is, we know, a ray of perfection and of maximally perfect rendering into form.

89. The “Sons of God” are patient and must wait for seven revolutions if a “more perfected” product is to be produced.

  At the seventh revolution,
90. The seventh revolution of the “greater Wheel”, relating, presumably, to the seventh of the “seven lesser wheels [which] rushed into being”.

 the third wheel rendered back the Stone.
91. There is something here which suggests the creation of what are called the “periodical vehicles”, whether in the microcosmic or maximally macrocosmic sense.

92. When we speak of the rendering back of the “Stone”, we are dealing with the return of the Monad to its source.

93. Wheels, we are recalling, can mean many things—chakras, planes and even rounds of different varieties. If rounds, then we are speaking of a gradual process of perfection, with perfection coming at the seventh revolution.

94. Microcosmically, can we say that the human personality, as a type of third wheel (the third periodical vehicle) renders back the “Stone”. Perhaps, it is easier to say that the second periodical vehicle, renders back the “Stone”, by this which may be meant that the "Jewel in the Lotus" returns to the “Crown” found on the monadic plane.
  Triple the form, rosy the light, and sevenfold the eternal principle.

95. If we consider the major forms (i.e., the three periodical vehicles) then the form is always triple.

96. Rosy light suggests the quality of the astral body or of the sixth ray. But the “cross” is also “rosy”, and thus we may be speaking of the light of the soul vehicle.
97. The second periodical vehicle is that of the causal body, soul body or egoic lotus. Is the rosy color to be associated with that middle vehicle?

98. The “eternal principle” is the Spirit, pure being, the Monad. From that “eternal” and undying principle, seven emanations of lesser principles go forth.
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From out the greater Wheel, down from the vault of heaven, came into light the lesser wheel that counted as the fourth. 
99. Whether or not we began this process on the level of the maximally universal (or not) we are now seem to be dealing with phenomena within our solar system.
100. In this case, the “greater Wheel” could be the solar logoic Wheel, in which case the Earth-scheme would be a “lesser wheel” which “counted as the fourth”.
101. Or if we wish to interpret this process in relation to our Earth-scheme (and the language here suggested may imply that this is legitimate), then we would consider the “greater Wheel” as the Wheel of the Earth-scheme and the lesser wheel which “counted as the fourth” as the wheel of the Earth-chain—our chain.

102. One of the principle ways of blinding archaic doctrines and stanzas is the method of ‘switching levels’ without indicating the switch.
 The eternal Lhas looked down, and the Sons of God reached forth. 
103. Here we seem to be differentiating between two types of high beings, both of which are found within  The Secret Doctrine.
104. The “eternal Lhas” may be considered higher Prototype of the “Sons of God” (or Solar Angels).

105. Musically the note “LA” (related phonetically to “Lha(s) is the note of Venus (and, from one perspective, of the fifth ray). We know that the “Sons of God” can well be considered as strongly influenced by the Venus vibration.

106. The “eternal Lhas” seem to be, in this context, more the ‘Observers’ and the “Sons of God” the active Agents. Perhaps the time has now come to act.
 Down to the inmost point of death They flung the sacred Stone.
107. It seems to be the “Sons of God” who are doing this.

108. It would seem that the ‘descent’ of the “Stone” requires the participation of the “Sons of God” (who in this context we can think of as Solar Angels).
109. The “Stone” is, in the terms of Agni Yoga, the “seed of spirit” and in relation to Master DK’s Teaching, the Monad.

110. We are speaking perhaps of the “Immetalization of the Monad” (discussed in The Secret Doctrine.

111. The mineral kingdom is the lowest of the kingdoms and, thus, the “inmost point of death”.

112. We can see that, once again, the process of manifesting our planet is suggested.
113. Many are the levels which have been inferred in this Stanza.

  The plaudits of the Chohans rose. 
114. It would seem that these Chohans cannot be Chohans which arose out of the human family (presumably not yet created).

115. They seem to be very high Beings, who, though perhaps lesser than the “Eternal Lhas” have also been watching the process.

116. Interestingly, Chohans are initially initiates of the sixth initiation accepted disciple are Monads in expression. So perhaps we are dealing with the ‘plaudits of the Monads’ on whose behalf the “Stone” has been immetalized and thus anchored in the mineral kingdom. 

 The work had turned a point.
117. Are we speaking of the beginning of the “Upward Arc” at the midway point of the Second Outpouring?
  From the pit of outer darkness,
118. Presumably from the “furthest world” of density into which the “Stone” or Monad had been anchored…

 They
119. By this “they”, are the Chohans as Monads meant?

120. If we are dealing with the fourth planetary chain, its lowest level is truly the “outer pit of darkness”, as it contains energies which are lower than those contained on any other chain.

121. Can we say this of the Earth-scheme as well. It the Earth-scheme the “outer pit of darkness” in a certain sense?
 gathered forth the Stone, translucent now and unalloyed,
122. The “Stone” seems to have added quality through experience.

123. It suggest the polishing of the stone through experience in the mineral kingdom.

124. When dealing with stone imagery, we have the idea of a ‘stone in the rough’—a “diamond in the rough”, let us say, and alter the polished stone.

 of colour rose and blue.

125. Why rose and blue? These are colors which suggest the sixth and second rays respectively.

126. Are we dealing with the second ray soul of our Earth, or some particular quality of our Earth-chain?

127. It looks like we are dealing with the transition from the mineral kingdom to the vegetable kingdom—from the outermost plane to the astral plane, wherein the colors rose and blue are prominent.

128. From what we see below, the Stanza is seems to indicate processes which are intra-systemic and are even intra-planetary.

The turning of the fifth wheel
129. Is this the fifth planetary scheme (Mercury) or the fifth planetary chain (the Mercury-chain)?

130. We may be dealing with that which happens in any of the following processes:

a. The activity of the fifth round in the Earth-chain

b. The activity of the fifth scheme round in the Earth-scheme

c. The activity of the fifth chain in the Earth-scheme.

131. Whichever we choose, we are dealing with progress as we move from that which can be accomplished in the fourth to that which can be accomplished in the fifth.

132. If we are dealing with extra systemic matters, then only the wildest speculation would be possible, but if we stay within the solar system and even within our planetary scheme, then we can relate the numbers given to certain planetary and chain structures about which DK says something specific, or, at least, offers specific diagrams and charts.

 and its action on the Stone rendered it still more fit. 
133. We are speaking of the empowering of the MONAD in the lower worlds. The Monad is immensely powerful in its own world, but has to learn to express that power within the lower planes or dimensions.

134. The Monad will advance in the fifth round over that which was possible in the fourth (whether we are dealing with a chain round or a scheme round).

135. The Monad will advance within the fifth chain over that which was possible in the fourth chain.

136. Once the Monad has experienced the processes of the Earth-scheme, those Monads which came under the influence of Mercury (considered as the fifth scheme) would certainly advance beyond that which was possible in the fourth scheme or Earth-scheme.
137. Evolution is involved with equipping the Monad on all the seven planes and in various spheres of expression which it might experience.
 Yellow the blending tint,
138. This makes perfect sense because we are moving towards the equipping the immersed “Stone” (the Monad) with intelligence. The rose and blue suggest sensitive astral qualities.
139. Yellow is a “blending tint” just as Mercury is a ‘blending’ planet and the fourth ray is a ‘blending’ ray. 
 orange the inner fire,
140. Orange is connected with the fifth ray and thus with the fifth plane on which the Solar Angels express themselves.

141. Are we speaking of the fire within the "Jewel in the Lotus"? We find that orange is the basic color of the egoic lotus.

 till yellow, rose and blue mingled their subtle tones.
142. We have the suggestion of mind and astrality merging and blending. Is kama manas produced, or the integration of the faculties of the human being.
143. Or are we dealing with the blending of planetary astrality and planetary mind?

144. From another perspective, three planes may be involved—the rose of the astral plane, the blue of the mental plane (this color is, indeed, assigned—as well as orange) as well as the yellow of the buddhic plane.

145. As well there is a suggestion of buddhic blending as yellow is one of the colors of buddhi, and buddhic is a blending quality.

  The four wheels with the greater worked thus upon the Stone till all the Sons of God acclaimed, and said:  "The work is done."

146. From a practical point of view there is the suggestion of that which occurs right on our little planet with the Earth-chain.

147. More widely, the suggestion here is that there have been four rounds, four chains, and even four planetary schemes (of which the Earth-scheme is the fourth).

148. The Monad has evolved through each of these wheels.

149. From the chain interpretation, man, the “living stone” emerges on the fourth chain.

150. But within our fourth chain, it is during the fourth round that man emerges. That the making of man is finally accomplished.

151. This whole Stanza seems to suggest the development of the Monad in the lower worlds through various cycles.

152. Man within the Earth-scheme is to become the “living stone” and, apparently, it takes four wheels to see this accomplished.
153. The wheels may be rounds—this would fit.

154. They could also be chains, but we know that there have been men on the third chain of the Earth-scheme, though perhaps the perfection of man had to wait until the fourth chain—the Earth-chain.
155. In this context the “greater Wheel” would simply be the wheel of the Earth-scheme and the lesser wheels would be planetary chains. But this would hardly express the phrase: “all that existeth was”!
156. The practical point of view is to think of Spirit being perfected through cyclic experience in matter. Whether we are dealing with the Monad of man or the Universal Monad, the immersion of the “Stone” must occur and that “Stone” must rise through the various levels, adding polish and lustre as it rises.
157. Who are the “Sons of God” who proclaim “The work is done”? In a generic sense it is many orders of higher lives. From a more specific point of view it can be the Solar Angels.

Read the Stanza again for continuity.
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STANZA IV
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[STANZA IV
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In revolution fifth of the great Wheel the period set was reached.  The lesser wheel, that responded to that fifth great turn, passed through the cycle and entered into peace.

The lesser wheels come forth and likewise do their work.  The great Wheel gathers back the emanating sparks.  The Five dealt with the work, the lesser two but wrought with detail.  The Stone had gathered fire, lambent with flame it shone.  The outer sheath met not the need till the sixth wheel and the seventh had passed it through their fires.

The Sons of God emerged from out their source, gazed on the sevenfold work, and stated it was good.  The Stone was set alone.  In dual revolution moved the greater Wheel.  The fourth Lord of the greater Twelve handled the work of sevenfold fire.  "It is not fit," He said, "merge thou this Stone within the wheel which started revolution."

The lords of the greater seven plunged the Stone within the moving wheel.  The lords of the greater fifth and sixth likewise plunged their Stone.

Within the fire, deep at the inmost sphere, as whirled through space the greater Wheel, bearing the lesser seven, the two were fused.  The fourth, the fifth, the sixth blended, merged and intermingled.

The aeon closed, the work was done.  The stars stood still.  The eternal Ones cried to inmost heaven:  "Display the work.  Draw forth the Stones."  And lo, the Stones were one.] 
In revolution fifth of the great Wheel the period set was reached. 
1. Every time there is a solar system, is there a revolution of the “great Wheel”. If so, then we are now in the fifth revolution of the 
“great Wheel” as this is the fifth solar system (second major).

2. This sentence could also indicate as past that which has not happened either within the “Great Wheel” of the solar system or the “Great Wheel” of the Earth-scheme. Thus is the mode of description of these Stanzas. Shamballa sees the end from the beginning.

3. Again we must determine the nature of the Great Wheel. The way the processes are described it cannot a “Great Wheel” entirely beyond the ken of man. It cannot be, for instance, the ‘Wheel of the "One About Whom Naught May Be Said"’ (even our ‘local’ ONE WOULD SUSPECT) or the ‘Wheel of the Galaxy’. I think we are on safer ground if we consider the Stanza to apply to the ‘Wheel of the (our) Planet’ or, perhaps, the ‘Wheel of the Solar System’.

4. The revolutions could be ‘generative revolutions’ creating systems.

5. Or the revolutions of which we here speak seem to be rounds.  There are three types of rounds of which the Ageless Wisdom either speaks or which it implies. 
6. From solar systemic perspective, there is the solar systemic round, in which the life do the Solar Logos circulates through the planetary schemes as if these schemes were chains or globes.

7. When considering rounds within a planetary scheme, we will have scheme rounds and chain rounds. DK implies the existence of scheme rounds but actually describes (though sketchily) chain rounds. The Theosophists have elaborated much on chain rounds but there is no assurance that their strictly sequential models are entirely true. 
8. If a “period” has been “set”, then a plan is in process. One would think that the achievement planned relates to the number five. The plan involved is, one would suspect, have to have some relation to humanity, to planetary development or to solar systemic development. It does indeed seem possible that such Stanzas can have more than one level of interpretation, even as the Fourteen Rules for Disciples and Initiates have more than one level of interpretation.

9. It is my gathering impression that the most legitimate level of interpretation for these stanzas, given the limitations of our understanding, is the planetary level, including as it does, that much that relates to the progress of the human kingdom.

10. We seem to be speaking of arrival at a period of liberation or fulfillment of some kind.

 The lesser wheel, that responded to that fifth great turn, passed through the cycle and entered into peace.

11. We have a “great Wheel”, a “greater Wheel” (and they may be the same), for the term “greater Wheel” may simply be used to describe the “great Wheel” in comparison with a “lesser wheel”, and also “the lesser wheel”.
12. In this context, we seem to be able to related revolutions to turns and great turns. 
a. I do not think we are speaking about the revolution of our solar system or other solar systems around the Pleiades. 
b. Of course, we could be speaking of solar systemic rounds, but this is less probable, as I think the Stanzas of Dzyan we are studying are meant to tell us something specific about our planetary scheme (in relation to our solar system) and our planetary chain (in relation to our planetary scheme. 
c. We could infer that other planetary schemes are being discussed but I do not think the discussion would be of practical value for the members of our Earth humanity. A little is told about the planetary lore of the other planets in our solar system, but, really, not very much.
13. In the planetary context, the “lesser wheel” may well be one of the chains in our planetary scheme. If we check the diagrams in A Treatise on Cosmic Fire we shall see that planetary schemes are illustrated (in a solar systemic context) and so are planetary chains. Not much is said about globes; differences in globe size and globe position within the geometrical figure representing a chain are sometimes given, but, really, much less is suggested about globes than about chains or even schemes.

14. It is my impression that there are ‘great turns’ and simply ‘turns’. I am inclined to think that a ‘turn’ is a chain round, of which every chain has seven. I think that a ‘great turn’ is a scheme round about which DK says very little but seems to imply much.
15. Therefore, the “fifth great turn” is probably the fifth scheme round of our planetary scheme, the Earth-scheme. 

16. The tense used in these stanzas is interesting. Sometimes, it seems that the past tense is used for something which has not yet occurred. In neither the solar system nor our planetary chain has the “fifth great turn” been accomplished. It is my impression that our planetary scheme is still in its ‘fourth great turn’ and that our solar system, likewise, is in its ‘fourth great turn’ (in terms of solar systemic rounds).
17. If we stay within the context of our planetary scheme, the “fifth great turn” is the fifth scheme round and the “lesser wheel” that responded to that fifth scheme round would be the fifth chain, the Mercury-chain of our Earth-scheme.

18. The more remote possibility is to interpret this sentence within a solar systemic context, in which case the “fifth great round” would be a solar systemic round and the “lesser wheel” would be the Mercury-scheme. Such an interpretation, however, would have far less utility for the present disciples and initiations in the human kingdom of our Earth-scheme and Earth-chain.
19. And then there is the possibility that we are simply speaking of the ‘fifth great turn’ which created the fifth solar system which is the major second solar system.
20. From the perspective we are mostly using (a planetary perspective involving our Earth-scheme), the “fifth great turn” occurs, and having at some point (some cycle) activated the fifth chain, the Mercury-chain, that chain passes into a condition of peace.

21. As we are still very much involved with the unfinished processes of our fourth chain, the Earth-chain, our interest in the processes of the fifth or Mercury-chain cannot be allowed to become too absorbing.

22. “Wheels” seem to be actual chakras, or the bodies of various types of E/entity. ‘Turns’ and ‘great turns’ seem to deal with the cyclic activity involving such wheels—i.e., rounds within such wheels or rounds which sweep through such wheels.

23. We must also consider that it is possible to understand globes as lesser wheels or still lesser wheels. We could as well be dealing with intra-chain affairs, or at least a level of interpretation could be applied to such affairs.
24. The stanzas with which we are now dealing seem to relate to what we might call the ‘perfecting of the Stone’ within the lower dimensions. On its own level, we might say that the “Stone” is already perfect and already exists within the “Crown” of the particular Planetary Logos of which it is a part.

The lesser wheels come forth and likewise do their work.  
25. In the model we have been using the “lesser wheels” are planetary chains. Otherwise, in a solar systemic context, they would have to be planetary schemes.

26. What does it mean to “come forth”. If planetary schemes and planetary chains are chakras, all of them would have to be present simultaneously.
27. But perhaps “come forth” really means ‘emerge into activity’. In other words, the wheel would already be present though evidencing a rather low level of activity (as DK sometimes discusses in relation to chakras). When wheels “come forth” they begin to develop and show their qualities.
28. The “work” done by “lesser wheels” is always within the context of the “greater Wheel” or “great Wheel” which includes them.
29. Master DK could just as well be speaking of the human chakra system, where various chakras emerge a different time and to their “work” within that “wheel” which is a particular vehicle, and ultimately within the context of the “Monadic Wheel”. Chakras arise through monadic impulsion.

30. One interpretation of the ‘lesser wheels emerging and working’ is the activation of the planetary chains within the Earth-scheme. Each planetary chain has a particular task to accomplish within the overall Earth-scheme task.
31. The “work” accomplished by the “lesser wheels” is specific and relates to the completion of the task of the Planetary Logos in the planetary scheme (i.e., if we stay within the planetary logoic level of interpretation).
The great Wheel gathers back the emanating sparks.
32. Let us assume that the “emanating sparks” are Monads passing through various kingdoms and Hierarchies. The “sparks” are both emanated and emanating. When we think of the human Monad, it is certainly an emanating spark, but as well, there is no Monad which is not, as well, emanated—even the One Universal Monad (‘EMANATED’ from the ABSOLUTE).
33. Within any chakra there is a synthesizing factor—the center of the wheel. Each of the lesser wheels has its synthesizing center, but the synthesizing center for all lesser wheels is the “greater Wheel” itself. Eventually it gathers back all the emanating and emanated sparks.
34. From the solar systemic perspective, the still greater Wheel of the Solar Logos gathers back the emanating and emanated sparks expressing in the solar system—whether all of them or some of them remains to be investigated.
  The Five dealt with the work, the lesser two but wrought with detail.
35. Presumably we are speaking of five of the seven lesser wheels within the context of a greater Wheel.
36. Are we saying then that the true “work” within a planetary scheme is accomplished by only five of the seven wheels? And which are the lesser wheels. When looks at the detailed diagram of the Earth-scheme, there appear to be no lesser wheels—only lesser, or smaller, globes.
37. Perhaps the two lesser wheels are the first and second chains. Is it possible then that the real “work” begins with the third chain and proceeds through the seventh?
38. From the intra-chain perspective, the two lesser wheels could be considered the first and second globes.

39. Whether chains or globes the first two deal with conditions which are more inchoate, so it is difficult to think of them as those which “wrought with detail”.

40. We have to find a convincing way of determining which are the two wheels which “wrought with detail”.

  The Stone had gathered fire, lambent with flame it shone.
41. We have been considering that the “Stone” is the Monad—the “Jewel in the Crown”. Of course, as a lesser expression of the Monad, the "Jewel in the Lotus" is often considered to be a stone.

42. The general idea behind this sentence is that the “Stone” is refined as the cyclic processes elapse. This may be true of both the Monad and of its extension, the "Jewel in the Lotus".
43. The ultimate refinements of the “Stone” do not occur until the later cycles have elapsed.

  The outer sheath met not the need till the sixth wheel and the seventh had passed it through their fires.

44. Every chakra has its own peculiar fires; this is true both microcosmically and macrocosmically.

45. There are three “outer” sheaths; the personality is certainly an outer sheath. The causal body, as well, is an outer sheath in relation to the "Jewel in the Lotus". Even the monadic vehicle can be considered an outer sheath in relation to the central Monad—considered as a "Jewel".

46. In relation to the “Stone”, however, it is unlikely that the personality is, in this context, to be considered the “outer sheath”. Much more likely is the causal body (which takes a long time to refine) or the monadic vehicle which, archetypally at least, is not developed until seven full cycles have run their course. Full monadic expression through a completely adequate vehicle occurs in the seventh root race, the seventh chain round or the seventh scheme round.
47. Of course, we also have to remember that we have been dealing with the building of sheaths which are to be ensouled. It is sometimes difficult to know whether we are focusing on the end of the evolutionary process or the beginning.

The Sons of God emerged from out their source,
48. We are again dealing with the ‘Supervisors’, whether Solar Angels or Beings still higher.

49. Their “source” is either a higher plane or a higher center.

 gazed on the sevenfold work, and stated it was good.
50. This seems like the work of preparing a vehicle.
51. Is this work initial to the development of the causal body or work fulfilled near the consummation of that vehicle? Some of the later sentences seem to indicate consummatory work.
52. We remember that in The Secret Doctrine Solar Angels emerged to judge that the work of creating the vehicles of man was poorly done.

  The Stone was set alone.
53. We have the idea of the “Stone” or "Jewel" in its setting. 

54. DK has commented on the setting of the "Jewel in the Lotus". Perhaps the following paragraph is indicative in this respect:
By the time the third Initiation is reached, a wondrous transformation has transpired.  The outer sphere is palpitating with every colour in the rainbow, and is of wide radius; the streams of electrical energy circulating in it are so powerful that they are escaping beyond the periphery of the circle, resembling the rays of the sun.  The nine petals are fully unfolded, forming a gracious setting for the central jewel, and their orange hue is now of a gorgeous translucence, shot with many colours, that of the egoic ray predominating. (TCF 763)

55. It does not seem likely that the “Stone” could be anything other than the "Jewel in the Lotus" or its prototype, the ‘Jewel in the Crown” or Monad.

  In dual revolution moved the greater Wheel. 
56. If we keep this discussion within the context of the egoic lotus or causal body, we may recall DK’s discussion of a dual revolution within that vehicle.

The fires of living energy circulate around each individual petal and the method of interweaving and the circulation of the fires is (as may be well realised) sevenfold in nature according to the sevenfold nature of the Logos involved.  Each circle of petals becomes, as evolution proceeds, likewise active, and revolves around the central Jewel, so that we have, not only the activity of the petals, not only the activity of the living points or the deva lives within the petal circumference, but likewise the unified activity of each tier of the threefold lotus.  At a specific stage in evolution, prior to the opening of the central veiling bud, the three tiers of petals, considered as a unit, begin to revolve, so that the entire lotus appears to be in motion.  At the final stages the central circle of petals opens, revealing that which is hid, and revolves around the Jewel, only in a contrary direction to the rapidly circulating outer lotus.  The reason may not here be revealed for it is hid in the nature of the electric Fire of Spirit itself. (TCF 1118)

57. Of course, we are speaking of the “greater Wheel” which cannot easily be conceived as the causal body.
58. It may be thought, however, that the causal body, at a certain stage of development, takes its dual revolution from a higher type of dual revolution which may occur within a “greater Wheel”—such as a chain-wheel or a scheme-wheel.
59. There are “Stones” or “Jewels” within the causal body of these great Entities. Their causal dynamics are not known to us, but perhaps “dual revolution” is among such dynamics.
 The fourth Lord of the greater Twelve handled the work of sevenfold fire.  
60. Who may be the “greater Twelve”? May we be dealing with Constellational Lords or Zodiacal Lords? If so, the “fourth Lord” would have to be the Lord of the Constellation Cancer. But why this Lord in this context?
61. Suddenly, again, the text turns macrocosmic or, at least, seems to deal with structures which are not along microcosmic.

62. All Jewels reflect a “sevenfold fire”, as they are seven-faceted.
63. Fire by friction is sevenfold and so is solar fire and electric fire. 

64. Speaking of identification DK says:

This identification does not concern the form nor the soul but only the spiritual point of positive life which in the human unit we call the "Jewel in the Lotus." It should be remembered in this connection that there is a jewel at the heart of every atom.  Every jewel has seven facets which are the seven doorways to the seven Paths. (TCF 1245)
65. It would seem, then, that the “sevenfold fire” would relate to the seven facets of the "Jewel" or “Stone” with which we are dealing.
66. We understand that the Lord of Cancer is a Lord of Form, and thus may be concerned with the “setting” of the “Stone” or "Jewel".

"It is not fit," He said,
67. This seems to be a statement relating to form and the manner in which the "Jewel" or “Stone” relates to form
68. We see that the Creative Process is subject to a number of evaluations and judgments.

69. We also see that great Beings are involved in this process, hence the thought that we are dealing with somewhat macrocosmic issues.
 "merge thou this Stone within the wheel which started revolution."

70. As we shall see there are different types of “Stones”.
71. It is the “greater Wheel” which started revolution—apparently, and it was a dual revolution. This “Wheel” we are assuming is at least the “Wheel” of the Planetary Logos.
72. We cannot however, be certain of which wheel is was that “started revolution”.

73. Apparently the “Stone” was not yet capable of handling the “sevenfold fire”—at least this was the judgment of the “fourth Lord of the greater Twelve” even though the “Sons of God” judged the work to be “good”.
The lords of the greater seven plunged the Stone within the moving wheel.  
74. One of the meanings of the ‘plunging of the Stone’, seems to be the creation of a jewel-like ‘extension’ of a Monad, just as the "Jewel in the Lotus" is an extension of the human Monad.

75. We have already heard of the “greater Twelve” which we may judge to be the Zodiacal Lords.
76. Now we hear of the “greater seven”, which we may, perhaps, judge to be the “Seven Ray Lords”.
77. Are the Seven Ray Lord plunging the “Stone” within the “Wheel” which is the Earth-scheme?

78. This thought arrives—if we are dealing with a process whereby the Earth-scheme is being created, then the “Stone” can originate with the Solar Logos and must be plunged into the circle of the Planetary Logos. This is simply speculative and arises as an associated thought.
The lords of the greater fifth and sixth likewise plunged their Stone.

79. Yes, there are a number of “Stones”, even though they may all, at length, be one, even as there is One Monad regardless of how many Monads there appear to be.

80. Who are these “lords” and why should they plunge their stone?
81. The important thing to note is that the “greater fifth and sixth” are probably part of the “greater seven”, a seven we are proposing could be Ray Lords (either intra-planetary or extra-planetary).

Within the fire, deep at the inmost sphere, as whirled through space the greater Wheel,
82. We are getting some context here. The “greater Wheel” is whirling through space, so this “Wheel” must be at least planetary or perhaps solar. We could extend the idea and find the “Wheel” to be galactic, but let us resist this possibility until it becomes necessary, if it does.

83. In any case, the “greater Wheel” is seeming possibly larger than a planetary wheel.
84. The “greater Wheel” is in process of revolution and is perhaps subject to that first ray motion we call “driving through space”. The spiral-cyclic, corkscrew effect is produced when rotary motion and straight, driving motion are combined.
 bearing the lesser seven, the two were fused. 
85. We seem to have a merging of greater and lesser. The fusion takes place “within the fire”.
86. Let us catalogue the beings we seem to have registered:

a. The “greater Twelve”

b. The “greater seven”

c. The “great Wheel”

d. The “lesser seven”

87. One way of interpreting this arrangement is that we are indeed dealing with:
a. The twelve zodiacal constellations 

b. The seven Ray Lords expressing as Planetary Logoi.

c. The ‘Wheel of Earth’

d. The seven chains of the Earth-scheme 

88. From another and higher perspective we may have:

a. The twelve zodiacal constellations 

b. The constellations within the "One About Whom Naught May Be Said"  which express the seven rays
c. The ‘Wheel of the Solar System”

d. The seven major Planetary Logoi.

 The fourth, the fifth, the sixth blended, merged and intermingled.

89. Are we dealing now with planetary chains or with planetary schemes?

90. We seem to be focusing upon a point in the evolutionary process in which absorption or synthesis is taking place.
91. There will always come a time of the merging of the chakras, on whatever level we are dealing with. 

The aeon closed, the work was done. 
92. This sentence seems to answer our question—the Stanza is describing work that is consummatory and not the initial phases of some process.
93. What is the “aeon”? If we could grasp the length of time involved, we would have a better idea of the level on which to interpret this Stanza.
 The stars stood still. 
94. This may suggest that developmental cycles were no longer operative because consummation had been reached.

95. If we are speaking solar systemically, then a stellar event has occurred which is witnessed by pother Stellar Logoi.
 The eternal Ones cried to inmost heaven:
96. These must be very high Beings Who supervise the entire process.

  "Display the work.
97. Consummation is reached. The Creative Process of the aeon is at its conclusion.
  Draw forth the Stones."
98. How many “Stones” are involved? Are we dealing not only with microcosmic “Stones” but with the “Stones” of larger Entities? It would seem so.

  And lo, the Stones were one.

99. This is the climactic statement. We know that in philosophical occultism all Monads are One Monad. We seem to be told that all “Jewels” are one “Jewel”.  
100. We have reached a point of synthesis, or absorption, of pralaya. Spirits are retracted into Spirit at the “Day Be With Us” appropriate to the Entity under discussion.
101. At the point of absorption, all Spirits are One Spirit.

102. Our great task will be how to determine the level at which we should interpret. Here again are possible levels:
a. Microcosmic—man

b. The level of the planetary chain (or globe)

c. The level of the planetary scheme

d. The level of the solar system

e. The level of the zodiacal constellations and the sources of the seven rays.
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STANZA V
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[STANZA V
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The moment manvantaric, for which had waited all the Triads, the hour that marked the solemn point of juncture, arrived within the scope of time, and lo, the work was done.

The hour for which the seven groups purushic, each vibrant to the sounding of the Word, seeking the adding of the power, had waited for millennia, passed in a flash of time, and lo, the work was done.

The First Degree in mighty acclamation deeming the hour propitious, sounded the triple note in threefold reverberation.  The echo reached the goal.  They three times sent it forth.  Restless the sphere of blue felt the vibration and answering, roused herself and hastened to the call.

The Second, with wise insistence, hearing the First sound forth, knowing the hour had likewise come, echoed the sound or note quadruple.  This fourfold reverberation circled the gamut of the spheres.  Again it was sent forth.  Three times the note was sounded, pealing across the heavens.  At the third intoning came the answer to the call.  Vibrant as a key attuned, the eternal Primary replied.  The blue to the dense one answered and responded to the need.

Quivering the sphere heard the third take up the note, pealing it forth, a full-toned chord smote on the ears of the Watchers of the Flame.

The Lords of Flame arose and prepared Themselves.  It was decision's hour.  The seven Lords of the seven spheres watched breathless the result.  The [Page 19] great Lord of sphere the fourth awaited the oncoming.

The lower was prepared.  The upper was resigned.  The great Five waited for the point of equidistant merging.  The foundation note ascended.  Deep answered unto deep.  The fivefold chord awaited the response from Those Whose hour had come.

Dark grew the space between the spheres.  Radiant two balls became.  The threefold thirty-five, finding the distance just, flashed like a sheet of intermittent flame, and lo, the work was done.  The great Five met the Three and Four.  The point intermediate was achieved.  The hour of sacrifice, the sacrifice of Flame, arrived, and for aeons hath endured.  The timeless Ones entered into time.  The Watchers began Their task, and lo, the work proceeds.]
1. We will probably find that the following Stanza suggests a more microcosmic interpretation.
The moment manvantaric,
2. “Manvantara” is a protean term but in this context may suggest a chain round, as we seem to be speaking of that which has occurred upon or within the fourth chain on the Earth-scheme.

3. A “manvantara” is the interval between two Manus—a “Root Manu” and a “Seed Manu”.

4. We have yet to determine whether these particular Stanzas of Dzyan are offered in sequential order. This will be easier to determine as we proceed
 for which had waited all the Triads,
5. These are presumably the “Triads” created the Monads of the Fourth Creative Hierarchy when, during the Second Outpouring, they took to themselves permanent atoms from the planes of atomic subplanes of three cosmic ethers. (cf. EP I 168 – 169)
 the hour that marked the solemn point of juncture,
6. This “solemn point of juncture” may be the moment in the history of the fourth chain when the higher Triad is to join with the lower triad (which has been working through the animal kingdom, after having risen through the mineral kingdom and vegetable kingdom.
 arrived within the scope of time, and lo, the work was done.

7. This “work” seems to be the creation of the human kingdom by the various A/agents involved in that process.

8. Since this work is a planetary process, the Planetary Logos and His direct Agents are involved. Because of the implications for the solar system, also the Solar Logos is involved.

The hour for which the seven groups purushic, 
9. The word “purusha” is associated with Spirit. The “seven groups purushic” may mean, in this context, the seven groups of Monads upon the monadic plane of the cosmic physical plane. (LOM 39)
10. We have noticed that these seven groups are often referred to in A Treatise on Cosmic Fire though very little seems to be said about them except in that section of Esoteric Psychology II which deals with the “Blessed Ones”.
11. It strikes me that there could be a sequel to A Treaties on Cosmic Fire, for there are many processes suggested in these Stanzas of Dzyan which are not fully described.
each vibrant to the sounding of the Word,
12. Seven great Sounds sound forth from the monadic plane, but they are all part of One Fundamental Word. The Old Commentary is here suggesting that there is a “Word” to be associated with each of these monadic groups (for the moment, that is what we are assuming they are).
13. From the Monad comes forth what is generally called “the Sound”. In the life microcosmic, a particular Sound peals forth once a sufficient grade of evolution has been reached. However, there is no reason to think that there are not seven particular Sounds according to the seven monadic rays.
 seeking the adding of the power,
14. We may interpret this phrase as suggesting that when the Monad sends another part of itself forth to form the "Jewel in the Lotus" and the human kingdom, it is for the purpose, among other purposes, of adding power through experience in the lower three worlds.
 had waited for millennia,
15. How long was this period? What was the duration of the Monad’s immetalization, invegetalization, inzoonation? Presumably, experience in earlier rounds of the Earth-chain is involved and, depending upon our interpretation of some of the Theosophical works, perhaps experience on other globes of the Earth-chain.
16. We need to know when the Second Outpouring occurred, because during this outpouring the Monad of the Fourth Creative Hierarchy formed that instrument called the “Triad”, though its full development would have to wait millenia of preparatory processes within the lower three worlds.

 passed in a flash of time, and lo, the work was done.

17. The Stanza speaks of the suddenness of the process of forming the egoic lotus, and presumably the individualization of man.

18. However, there are some references which suggest that the egoic lotus had to be constructed over a long period of time preceding the actual individualization of man. The following quotation suggests this:
This process of forming the egoic lotus has gone on silently from the moment that the lower animal man, or the lower four principles, had reached a point where the energy (generated by him) could begin to make itself felt on mental levels. (TCF 768)

The First Degree in mighty acclamation deeming the hour propitious, sounded the triple note in threefold reverberation.
19. Sometimes we are told of the manner in which the Planetary Logos (cooperating with the Solar Logos) prepared for activation of the Solar Angels within the Earth-scheme (and particularly within the Earth-chain of the Earth-scheme), but really, we are not told very much of a specific nature.
20. With the term “First Degree” we are obviously not speaking of initiates of the first degree, as the humanity of the Earth-chain had not even been created.

21. Also, when dealing with the terms “first degree”, “second degree”, “third degree”, etc. as we usually do, the “first degree” is ‘lower’ than the degrees which succeed it. This does not seem to be the case here.
22. Here the term “First Degree” seems to indicate a collection of Beings of very high spiritual status in relation to the Planetary Logos—though subsidiary to the Planetary Logos.
23. Perhaps these are Beings which are found upon the first or logoic plane.

24. Could the term “First Degree” relate to essential Monads of the first ray? 
25. Does the term “mighty acclamation” suggest that the acclamation proceeded from the logoic plane or power? We shall see if we can determine the ‘location’ of these various Beings, but they are certainly ‘high’ in the cosmic ethers.
26. If they are the monadic groupings of the ordinary kind, then their soundings will necessarily come from the monadic plane. But only three soundings occur, not seven.
27. But if we are dealing only with three types of Monads, then the logoic plane could be the origin, but not necessarily.
28. We may presume that the hour was deemed “propitious” in relation to the Plan of the Planetary Logos as that Logos coordinated His efforts with the Plan of the Solar Logos.
29. A “triple note” is sounded. Triplicity suggests the creative process. Perhaps each of member of the triplicity is, itself, threefold.
30. Show this in relation to TCF, 177.

31. If we are dealing with the creation of the egoic lotus (which is possible but not immediate, requiring the activation of the Solar Angels—more likely not probable), that lotus has three main aspects—the "Jewel in the Lotus", the petals and the atomic triangle. Each of these sectors is triple; the atomic triangle certainly is; the nine petals of the normal egoic lotus are divided into three parts; even the central sector consists of the "Jewel in the Lotus" expressing through three synthesizing petals—the "Jewel" and these three highest petals often being considered as a single unit.
  The echo reached the goal. 
32. We are speaking here of what may be called an ‘effective reverberation’.

33. We note again and again the ways in which sound serves as an agent of creativity.

34. But what is the goal? If the monadic groupings are sounding, is the goal of their sounding to be found directly in the creation of the egoic lotus, or is there some triadal activation which must first occur? Before the egoic lotus can be formed…
 They three times sent it forth.
35. A triple note sent forth three times could account for the structure of the egoic lotus as described above.

36. As well, the spiritual triad is a threefold structure with a ninefold differentiation (as we learn on TCF, 177, so we cannot presume that there is no triadal activation or effect in these soundings).

Atmic aspect.

1. atmic-atmic

2. atmic-buddhic

3. atmic-manasic.

Buddhic aspect.

1. buddhic-atmic

2. buddhic-buddhic

3. buddhic-manasic.

Manasic aspect.

1. manasic-atmic

2. manasic-buddhic

3. manasic-manasic (TCF 177)
  Restless the sphere of blue felt the vibration
37. When we think of the mental plane, divided as it is, the lower portion is sometimes to be associated with the color orange and the higher portion with blue.

38. If we are dealing with the creation of the egoic lotus for the Monads of the Fourth Creative Hierarchy, then that creation occurs upon the higher mental plane (eventually)
39. In speaking of restlessness, we may be speaking of the substance and devic lives to be found upon the higher mental plane. The mental sphere, associated with the activity of the number three, is often considered restless.

40. The sphere may be restless, as well, because the time has arrived for change within it.

41. But there may be another way of interpreting the “sphere of blue”. From the solar logoic perspective (considering the colors of the cosmic ethers, the logoic plane is yellow, the monadic plane orange, the atmic plane blue and the buddhic plane, violet. This may seem farfetched but we cannot dismiss the association of the atmic level with blue, though there may be a deeper association with the green of the third ray.

 and answering, roused herself and hastened to the call.

42. There is a hint in the word “herself”. It is a feminine pronoun and seems to suggest a receptive field responding to the energies of a superior, more elevated and more positive (masculine) field.

43. If we consider the area of response to be the atmic field, it is at once both masculine and feminine. In the Kabbalah it corresponds to Binah, the feminine.

44. Our task will be to determine whether the three soundings with which we seem to be dealing, affected the higher mental plane directly or whether they first affected the triadal levels which are, we learn from various charts, directly connected with the egoic lotus structure which will be formed—see Chart VIII, in A Treatise on Cosmic Fire.
45. BUT—it seems the egoic lotus is not yet built until the Solar Angels can do their work.

46. We must also note that if there are only three soundings, we may find that they must be correlated with the primary three monadic groupings, which are possibly on the logoic plane, completing with the “seven groups purushic” the necessary ten.
47. The soundings are coming from high Beings, very probably above the triadal level.

The Second, with wise insistence, hearing the First sound forth,
48. The process is proceeding in sequence—first, second and third.

49. We are dealing here with those Beings which we can infer as the “Second Degree”.

50. Note the term “wise insistence” as it suggests the second ray of wisdom and that quality of the second way which, persisting, never lets up.
51. The word “insistence” is a will word, so we know that the soundings are occurring from a source of will.
52. From whatever dimension or plane these soundings may be occurring, they are involved in a planetary process which is leading to the activation of the Solar Angels and the birth of the human kingdom from the Fourth Creative Hierarchy.

 knowing the hour had likewise come, echoed the sound or note quadruple. 
53. A triple note would correlate with activations upon the third or atmic plane. A quadruple note would be suitable for the ‘activation’ of the fourth plane or buddhic plane.

 This fourfold reverberation circled the gamut of the spheres.
54. Which “spheres”? The term “circled” suggests the second ray one of the major symbols for which can be considered a circle.

55. Are we dealing with the spheres of the “seven groups purushic” on the monadic plane?

56. We seem to be within the body of the Earth-scheme and dealing with intra-planetary matters, so  perhaps it is unlikely that the “spheres” are the spheres of the other Planetary Logoi or beyond.

57. Yet, this possibility cannot be denied, because an important event within the Earth-scheme could be communicated to the other planetary spheres and to the Solar Logos, Who is certainly involved in the creation of the fourth kingdom within the Earth-scheme.
58. All self-conscious B/beings in our solar system connect via what plane---the mental plane. Yet the buddhic plane is eminently the plane of connection—love-wisdom magnetic aspect…

  Again it was sent forth.  Three times the note was sounded, pealing across the heavens. 
59. A bell peals…The Sun is a great second ray bell, pealing the note G. The church bell, the school bell…

60. If we deal with changes in the spiritual triad, then there are also three triadal aspects on the buddhic plane.

61. What are the heavens? As this second sounding occurs, does it go forth into the solar system, signaling to the Solar Logos a readiness for solar angelic intervention?

 At the third intoning came the answer to the call. 
62. Given this mode of triadal interpretation, the third intoning would proceed from those Beings which could with reason denote as the ‘Third Degree’, though the term “Degree” was mentioned only in relation to the “First Degree”.
63. The area of the triad affected would be the manasic permanent atom and the first subplane of the mental plane. We are now within the realm where the egoic lotus is to be created.

 Vibrant as a key attuned, the eternal Primary replied. 
64. Are we speaking of a response which comes forth from the lower worlds?
65. The term “eternal Primary” is enigmatic. One might think of it as something relatively high, and yet we could be speaking of occurrences within the dense physical body of the Solar Logos (the residue from the previous solar system). We remember the “Primordial Ray”, the third ray and its relation to matter and, hence, to the threefold dense physical body of the Solar Logos.
66. Matter as the residue of the first major solar system, could be considered the “eternal Primary”, because it was there first….
 The blue to the dense one answered and responded to the need.

67. From one perspective, there is a definite connection between the atmic level and the systemic physical plane, just as the buddhic plane is related to the astral plane, and the higher mental plane to the lower mental plane.

68. But the dense may be from the solar systemic perspective, the lower 18 or even 21 subplanes…The 18 have a real need for blue, just as the third ray has a need for the second ray in a second ray solar system.

69. The possibility must not be discounted that the First Degree, Second Degree and Third Degree may issue from the lives within the triadal spheres. In any case, the sources of these soundings are ‘above’ the higher mental plane and do prepare the way for the creation of the egoic lotus.

Quivering the sphere
70. Which “sphere” as there are a number possibly indicated?

71. Could it be the same sphere which was “restless”, as this word and “quivering” are very similar.

72. So could the sphere of blue indeed by the mental sphere of the higher mental plane?

 heard the third take up the note,
73. Is the third the threefold third kingdom (physical-etheric, astral and awakening mental), the animal kingdom which awaits individualization through the intervention of the Solar Angels? Maybe not.
74. Maybe the “third” is the third aspect of the spiritual triad on the basis of which the egoic lotus is built (ray the same), and over which a variety of Solar Angels presides…

 pealing it forth, a full-toned chord smote on the ears of the Watchers of the Flame.

75. The term “Watchers of the Flame” suggests the hovering Solar Angels Whose time for intervention has almost arrived.

The Lords of Flame arose and prepared Themselves. 
76. Arose from their meditation which we are supposed to allow them to perform, instead of interrupting it all the time…

77. We are dealing either with the Solar Angels from the Heart of the Sun (and also Central Spiritual Sun), or with the Kumaras (Who ventured from the Venus-globe of the Venus-chain of the Earth-scheme to the Venus-globe of the Earth-chain of the Earth-scheme and thence to the Earth-globe of the Earth-chain of the Earth-scheme.

 It was decision's hour.
78. Was there, in fact, a choice? Or did the present hour of planetary development and solar logoic fiat determine what the Solar Angels were required to do? Yet we have heard that some groups of Solar Angels did not ‘incarnate’ as was required.
  The seven Lords of the seven spheres watched breathless the result.
79. These “seven Lords” could be the Raja Deva Lords of the seven planes for planes are spheres.

80. Apparently, because free will exists on these higher levels, something could go amiss in the intended planetary process.

  The [Page 19] great Lord of sphere the fourth awaited the oncoming.

81. Is the “great Lord of sphere the fourth” the Raja Deva Lord of the buddhic plane, Indra?

82. Does this mean that the Solar Angels were not yet really focussed on the buddhic plane? But were oncoming?

83. Is this statement made because the Solar Angels are intimately associated with the buddhic plane, according to the quality of Love-Wisdom? 

84. Do the Solar Angels descend into their sacrifice from the fourth sphere?

The lower was prepared.
85. The “lower” appears to be the receptive vehicle of man upon the subtle planes. The lower mental plane is especially important here.
86. The vehicles built upon the atomic triangle.

  The upper was resigned. 
87. Does this mean that the Solar Angels or “Watchers of the Flame” were “resigned” to their sacrificial fate?

 The great Five waited for the point of equidistant merging. 
88. Are we speaking here of the members of the Fifth Creative Hierarchy, the Solar Angels? So often the number five is associated with them.

89. On the other hand, the “Great Five” could well be the “Five Kumaras” Who are actively the ‘Supervisors’ of all that is to transpire on the Earth-globe through the coming of the Solar Angels and the founding of the Earth-globe’s humanity.
90. There is however a discrepancy—the first work of individualization having occurred some two and a half million years before the coming of the Kumaras to the Earth-globe. They may, however, have been focused on the Venus-globe of the Earth-chain before coming  to the Earth-globe of the Earth-chain—focused there for a long span.

91. The word “Five” seems grammatically incorrect if it means the Fifth Creative Hierarchy, yet this assignment makes sense.

92. There were not five Kumaras active that time…

 The foundation note ascended.
93. This ascent indicates aspiration of the material towards the spiritual

94. This must be the note of the lower man or an aspect of the lower , man. Is the lowest or physical aspect meant, that aspect sounding a foundational note—the “fundamental” in music?
95. Or is it the note of the entire personality, considered as dense in relation to the Planetary Logos or Solar Logos.

96. Is this basic and material in relation to man or to the Planetary Logos and Solar Logos?

  Deep answered unto deep. 
97. This suggests that there is a ‘higher’ deep and a ‘lower’ deep.

 The fivefold chord 
98. So what is the fivefold chord? If we had an individualized man, he would be fivefold…no problem.

99. Is there any way to be fivefold without being individualized?

100. A normal man can be fivefold without the soul…

101. The chord of the fivefold Solar Angel is a possibility.
102. The Third Degree can be fivefold, as the First Degree is threefold and the Second Degree is fourfold,

103. But is: in his higher nature, Major Monad, Sub-Monad, Atmic, Buddhic, Manasic—fivefold higher man….

awaited the response from Those Whose hour had come.

104. But because the terms “Those” and “Whose” are capitalized, it suggests that we may be speaking of the Solar Angels as “Those Whose hour had come”.
105. The “fivefold chord” may be a fivefold energy from the cosmic mental plane which inspires the Solar Angels from above, since their true origin is the cosmic mental plane whereon the Heart of the Sun can be found.

106. OR—fivefold spiritual man—Major Monad, Sub-Monad, Atmic, Buddhic, Manasic (three triadal parts)

Dark grew the space between the spheres.
107. Light is about to appear in this darkness. This darkness is the scene of a creative act about to happen…

108. Darkness is the preparation of the new. The prelude to the creative act…

109. Why are they spheres? They started as triangles…why spheres? They are now spheres of being which are triangles activated….Spheres of being and spheres of consciousness…

110. Is this the “space” wherein or whereon the egoic lotus is to be created?

111. Darkness precedes creativity…

  Radiant two balls became. 
112. Libran words like “just” and “equidistant” are presented….

113. These radiant “balls” may suggest the higher Triad and the lower triad. We do have a merging, much like a higher correspondence to the merging in the Law of Magnetic Impulse which also has two balls or spheres in its symbolism.

 The threefold thirty-five, finding the distance just, flashed like a sheet of intermittent flame, and lo, the work was done. 
114. Here we have what may be considered an anchor-point. If we multiple 35 x 3 we have 105, which is precisely the number of Kumaras which are said to have come from Venus-globe of the Venus-chain to the Earth-chain—first perhaps to the Venus-globe of the Earth-chain but definitely, at last, to the Earth-globe of the Earth-chain.

115. BUT—we are in a period 21,000,000 years ago, and the Kumaras came 18.5 million years ago…

116. So if the 3 x 35 are not the Kumaras, is there a number assignment to the solar angelic host which is similar to the number of Kumaras…Is there some kind of division within the solar angelic host which is related to the number 105…
117. So who is flashing?

118. That the flashing was “intermittent” may suggest that they came in three waves or flashes—perhaps related to the three major rays.

119. If not corresponding to the major rays, then, corresponding to the three units on the mental plane—the manasic permanent atom, the petals and the atomic triangle…

120. The idea of “distance” enters here. What is the “distance” between chains and between globes. Perhaps they are superimposed and there is no “distance” per se. For “distance” we might substitute the idea of vibratory alignment; perhaps there must occur the proper resonance between chains and globes for a ‘vibrational door’ to open and the flashing forth occur.
121. In any case, it seems that we are at that point some eighteen and a half million years ago when there was the coming of the Kumaras to our Earth-globe. But we cannot be entirely sure about this date as there will come a further sentence may suggest.
122. We seem to be dealing with Solar Angels, and we must find the way of relating 3 x 35 to the Solar Angels…

123. Perhaps we can say that…the 35 groups on the first subplane of the higher mental plane are indicated?? Many questions here…hoping for resolution…. 

 The great Five met the Three and Four.
124. Here perhaps not all numbers refer to the same category of B/beings. The “great Five” certainly refer to high Beings, reasonably, the Fifth Creative Hierarchy of Solar Angels which have been called into expression by solar fiat and planetary need.
125. The Three and Four, however, could very reasonably refer to the third kingdom (the animal kingdom) and the nascent fourth kingdom (the human kingdom) which the coming of the Lords of the Flame are creating.
126. From another perspective (the Four could be the Fourth Creative Hierarchy of human Monads), but I think that the fourth kingdom in process of creation is a better possibility.

  The point intermediate was achieved. 
127. One can say that the soul is the intermediate periodical vehicle and is achieved….

128. The human kingdom is the “point intermediate”. At least it is certainly a kingdom intermediate—the middle kingdom, midway between the higher three and lower three, even as the Fourth Creative Manifested Hierarchy is the Creative Hierarchy midway between the higher three and lower three of the manifested Creative Hierarchies.
129. We cannot say that the Fourth Creative Hierarchy was achieved because it had been there for aeons.

 The hour of sacrifice, the sacrifice of Flame, arrived, and for aeons hath endured.  
130. The Lords of the Flame (one of the names applied to the Solar Angels) are sacrificing their flame (functioning as Prometheus) giving this flame to create the human kingdom through divine intervention.

131. These Stanzas were obviously written aeons later than the event of individualization. “Aeon” is a generic term and probably applicable to a number of different cycles.

132. In any case, the coming of the Lords of the Flame started the process of the individualization of animal man on the fourth globe of our Earth-chain, and has endured for twenty-one million years or so.

The timeless Ones entered into time.
133. The “returning Nirvanis from a previous mahamanvantara” are relatively speaking, “timeless Ones”. From a certain perspective, they are polarized for labor upon the buddhic plane, the fourth systemic plane. Upon the buddhic plane, the illusion of time and space is, for practical purposes, overcome.
134. “Time” is existent within the dense physical body of the Solar Logos, which comprises the twenty-one lower systemic subplanes of the three lower systemic planes. The Solar Angels pervaded the higher mental plane with a fragment of themselves, substanding the egoic lotus (focused on that plane). Whether or not we think of their influence as reaching all the way to the dense physical body, they have certainly offered a portion of the flame which they are to the newly-made human being whose life is focussed on the eighteen lower systemic subplanes. Thus, these Solar Angels have indeed “entered into time”. At least an aspect of their consciousness has “entered into time”, though one would think that a significant portion of that same consciousness remained free from the illusion of time while focused upon the cosmic etheric planes.
  The Watchers began Their task, and lo, the work proceeds.

135. There are many types of “Watchers”. Sanat Kumara is often called the “Silent Watcher”, and other high Beings have been given the title “Watcher”. 

136. The Solar Angel is certainly a “Watcher” of a type. That Being watches the progress of the human being for which it has taken responsibility for many aeons. In the beginning of human evolution, when the human being is to dense and insensitive to know that the Solar Angel exists, the duty of the Solar Angel is very much to watch and sustain human mechanism—unrecognized by the being who benefits from supervision.

137. This “Watcher” has for Earth-chain humanity watched for some twenty-one million years—an astonishing attentiveness, increasing in intensity as the human being becomes more spiritually conscious.

138. Even now they are watching, not only Earth-chain humanity but those who have come from the Moon-chain and are in need of the supervision of a Solar Angel. How the engagement occurred between Solar Angels and the migrant souls from the Moon-chain is yet to be determined. 
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[STANZA VI
<Pages 20,22>

Within the cavern dark the fourfold one groped for expansion and for further light.  No light above, and all around the gloom enveloped.  Pitchy the darkness that surrounded it.  To the innermost centre of the heart, throbbing without the Warming Light, crept in the icy cold of uttermost darkness.

Above the cavern dark shone all the light of day; yet the fourfold one saw it not, nor did the light pervade.

The rending of the cavern precedes the light of day.  Great, then, must be the shattering.  No help is found within the cave, nor any hidden light.  Around the fourfold one lieth the vault of stone; beneath him menaceth the root of blackness, of utter denseness; beside him and above, naught but the same is seen.

The threefold Watchers know and see.  The fourfold is now ready; the work of denseness is completed; the vehicle prepared.

Soundeth the trump of shattering.  Blinding the power of the oncoming flame.  The mystic earthquake rocks the cavern; the burning Flames disintegrate the maya, and lo, the work is done.

Gone is the gloom and the blackness; rent is the cavern's roof.  The light of life shines in; the warmth inspires.  The Lords on-looking see the work commence.  The fourfold one becomes the seven.  The [Page 21] chant of those who flame rises to all creation.  The moment of achievement is attained.

Proceedeth the work anew.  Creation moveth on its way, while waxeth the light within the cavern.]
1. The following Stanza is another with microcosmic implications. Some, we have seen have been more macrocosmic in their nature, yet still indicating applications to the microcosm.

Within the cavern dark the fourfold one groped for expansion and for further light.
2. The “fourfold one” is very likely the human being, the human personality consisting of the etheric-physical vehicle, the astral vehicle and the lower manasic vehicle, plus their synthesis, the fourth elemental, the personality.

3. There is groping because there is no true spiritual sight.

4. The “cavern dark” is the darkened ‘chamber of consciousness’, unillumined by spiritual light.
5. One is reminded of the Law of Repulse for the Fourth Ray: “Thus spoke the Mixer as he stood within his darkened chamber”. The “darkened chamber” is always the symbol of a darkened consciousness.

  No light above,
6. No light from the higher mental plane illumines the consciousness of the groping, strictly personal human being.

 and all around the gloom enveloped. 
7. The “gloom” is the gloom of the lower eighteen subplanes within the confines of which the consciousness of the unenlightened human being must function.

 Pitchy the darkness that surrounded it.
8. The darkness is impenetrable. The materially-minded human being has no way to suspect that beyond the pitch black lies another world, the consciousness of another kingdom—the fifth.

  To the innermost centre of the heart, throbbing without the Warming Light, 
9. We are speaking of solar fire which is the “Warming Light”. It is not the ‘heating light’ of fire by friction.

10. The heart throbs, physically, but is not connected consciously to the true psyche, the soul on the higher mental plane.

crept in the icy cold of uttermost darkness.

11. The “icy cold” suggests Saturn as a ‘limiting agent’. Saturn rules, in one respect, the lower personal world. In this context it indicates the limitation which prevents soul-conscious from being realized.

12. From the solar logoic point of view, the lower three subplanes are the planes of “uttermost darkness”. This is especially so for the eighteen lower subplanes. Through the third ray and the number nine, Saturn is connected to these eighteen subplanes.
Above the cavern dark shone all the light of day;
13. In this context, the “light of day” can be considered the “light of the soul”.

14. The “Light of Day” is also the Light of Scorpio, which sign is instrumental in helping the bound human being fight his way into soul light.

15. The term “above” suggests higher planes or dimensions.

 yet the fourfold one saw it not,
16. The unenlightened human personality is oblivious to the higher light. The man is preoccupied with that which the lower eighteen subplanes reveals.
 nor did the light pervade.

17. Nor, at this point, does the light, by its own force, enter the darkened cavern of lower personal consciousness.

The rending of the cavern precedes the light of day.
18. Different ray methods are, I am sure, used to rend the cavern. The third ray type proceeds through the “rending of the blinding veil”. Each soul ray type has a different way to proceed and the ray of the Monad is also involved.

19. We might conceive of the methods of destruction as follows, though they all, being methods of destruction, relate to the first ray:

a. Shattering through a forceful blow

b. Inclusion

c. Accumulation

d. Harmonization

e. Perforation

f. Immolation

g. ‘Mantramization’ 
20. These words are initially related to the manner of destroying the causal body, but will have an application to the methods of destroying the maya, glamor and illusion of personal consciousness.

21. The keywords for the Techniques of Integration may also apply:
a. Inclusion

b. Centralization

c. Stillness

d. Steadfastness

e. Detachment

f. (Dissociation, Restraint)

g. (Reorientation)
22. Maya, glamour and illusion must be sequentially destroyed if light is to enter the darkened chamber.

23. When the threefold deception is devitalized, dissipated and dispelled, the higher light is naturally visible.

24. Thus the aspirant/disciple has much work to do with his personal self before soul light can be registered as a reality.
  Great, then, must be the shattering.
25. It is a monumental task to destroy the cavern of personal darkness. The goal is not easily achieved.
  No help is found within the cave,
26. The personality itself does not have the resources to bring about the necessary destruction of its own ignorance.

 nor any hidden light.
27. The type of light to be found within the cave is not the light which will end the state of ignorance. Such personal light is related to fire by friction and is revelatory only of the phenomena to be found within the Hall of Ignorance.

  Around the fourfold one lieth the vault of stone;
28. This is a Saturnian wall, built by his own habits, patterns and thoughtforms.

 beneath him menaceth the root of blackness, of utter denseness;
29. At any time the “fourfold one” can be pulled into the chaos of the elemental worlds which could overcome all he had achieved as a human being.
30. The unredeemed energy-substance from a previous solar system could recapture his consciousness.

31. We are speaking of the densest energies to be found within the dense physical body of the Solar Logos and Planetary Logos.

 beside him and above, naught but the same is seen.

32. When he looks in the direction we call ‘above’, he cannot penetrate the ‘ceiling’ of glamor and illusion which his actions and psychological processes have created.

33. He is bound within the third aspect of divinity, and nothing of the true second aspect is visible.

34. No unsuspected dimension of life is revealed—nothing but the personal world is experienced, life within the densest aspect of the Solar Logos and Planetary Logos.

The threefold Watchers know and see.
35. From a very high perspective, we can understand these “threefold Watchers” as Kumaras, perhaps as the Buddhas of Activity.

36. From a perspective closer to the human being, we are dealing with the Solar Angels who contain the three potencies of will, love and intelligence.

37. They are also threefold because within them are the energies which can sponsor or underlie the "Jewel in the Lotus" and inmost bud-petals, the ninefold petal structure of the egoic lotus, and the energy which sustains the members of the atomic triangle within the periphery of the causal body.
  The fourfold is now ready; 
38. It is time of the human personality to take its first tentative steps in consciousness towards the fifth kingdom, the kingdom of souls.

39. The Solar Angel and the higher Agencies, know the point of readiness. The consciousness of the human being is entirely oblivious that this point has been reached.

the work of denseness is completed;
40. The work which has been proceeding upon and within the lower eighteen subplanes…

41. This work is the “work of denseness” because it has been proceeding within the dense physical globe of the Planetary Logos.

 the vehicle prepared.

42. Presumably the consciousness of the human being is beginning to graduate from the Hall of Ignorance and take up an initial focus within the Hall of Learning.

43. Within the egoic lotus this means that the second tier of petals is being organized and on the point of sequential unfoldment.
Soundeth the trump of shattering. 
44. We must consider this an inner Word—a Word which the soul sounds.

45. The soul sounds a number of Words and usually they are associated with some form of liberation, one of which is ‘death’.

 Blinding the power of the oncoming flame.
46. The flame of solar fire is revealed.

47. We could, at a later stage of soul intervention, consider the three-day blinding of Saul of Tarsus, but let us presume that the process has begun at a stage earlier than that which affected Saul so dramatically.

48. The “blinding” nature of the “oncoming flame” beings to blind the personality to all that it has held dear. He is blinded to his previous objectives and higher objectives are revealed.

  The mystic earthquake rocks the cavern;
49. Not a literal earthquake but a psycho-spiritual one.

50. A deep sense of ‘shakiness’ or uncertainty affects the human consciousness. All that seemed to stable and certain no longer seems so.

51. Law of Repulse 

 the burning Flames disintegrate the maya, and lo, the work is done.

52. The “maya” is threefold and includes glamour and illusion, though the disintegration does not occur all at once.

53. With the help of the higher energies, solar fire particularly, it is possible to disintegrate the threefold maya, glamor and illusion.

54. The upward turning personality learns how to wield these higher energies in order, consciously, to bring about this disintegration.

55. We know that it takes many lifetimes of directed, intelligent effort.

Gone is the gloom and the blackness; rent is the cavern's roof. 
56. The “darkened cavern”, the “darkened chamber” is no longer dark. The light of the soul has entered, though the blaze is not yet full.

57. The “roof” of the cavern is that which separated the cavern from the energies of the higher planes. 
58. The light of the soul enters from above, reasonably from the head center and through the etheric brain into the physical brain.

59. The Solar Angel we know has a stream of energy anchored in the head of man. Thus the energy comes from “above”.

 The light of life shines in; 
60. The “light of life” suggests the entry of even the energy of the first aspect of divinity. The work, however, is sequential.

61. First the light of the soul and then the light of the triadal and Spirit aspect.

the warmth inspires.
62. The fourfold one is accessing, particularly, solar fire, and solar fire is warmth.

63. The individual is becoming a soul-inspired personality.

  The Lords on-looking see the work commence. 
64. These Lords are particularly the Solar Angel, but the Kumaras and especially Sanat Kumara are not oblivious to what is happening.

65. Note that the work is commencing; it is not yet consummated.

 The fourfold one becomes the seven. 
66. The triangle (of soul) is placed atop the square (of personality).

67. The soul on the higher mental plane is threefold (in its aspects). The spiritual triad is as well, but its impression occurs later in the process.

 The [Page 21] chant of those who flame rises to all creation. 
68. The fourfold one, the now soul-infused personality, chant joyfully because a higher trinity of realization has been added to their consciousness which has been limited to that which the darkened cavern revealed.

 The moment of achievement is attained.

69. This is probably not the final achievement. The work of the soul has been to assist in the shattering of the barriers which sustain human consciousness in darkness. This has been achieved, and it is an achievement.

70. The achievement towards which this entire process tends is the eventual destruction of the causal body and the personality as well at the fourth initiation.

Proceedeth the work anew.
71. The increasingly soul-infused personality now works with a measure of soul light. It is a new procedure guided by soul light (and by soul love and power).
  Creation moveth on its way, while waxeth the light within the cavern.

72. The “cavern” is not yet completely illumined. The man does not stand as an initiate of the third or fourth degree, but at least he is on the Path and the light within the cavern of his consciousness is growing.
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[STANZA VII
<Pages 22,24>

Riseth the cave of beauty rare, of colour iridescent.  Shineth the walls with azure tint, bathed in the light of rose.  The blending shade of blue irradiates the whole and all is merged in gleaming.

Within the cave of iridescent colour, within its arching circle, standeth the fivefold One demanding further light.  He struggleth for expansion, he wrestleth towards the day.  The Five demand the greater Sixth and Seventh.  The surrounding beauty meeteth not the need.  The inner warmth sufficeth but to feed the urge for FIRE.

The Lords of Flame look on; they chant aloud:  "The time is come, that time for which We wait.  Let the Flame become the FIRE and let the light shine forth."

The effort of the Flame within the crystal cave becometh ever greater.  The cry goes forth for other aid from other Flaming Souls.  The response comes.

The Lord of Flame, the Ancient One, the Mighty Lord of Fire, the Point of Blue within the hidden diamond, the Youth of Timeless Aeons, assisteth in the work.  The inner burning light and the outer waiting fire,—together with the ROD,—meet on the sphere of crystal, and lo, the work is done.  The crystal rends and quivers.

Seven times the work proceeds.  Seven the efforts made.  Seven the applications of the Rod, held by a Lord of Flame.  Three are the lesser touches; four [Page 23] the divine assistance.  At the final fourth the work is done and the whole cave disrupts.  The lighted flame within spreads through the rending walls.  It mounteth to its Source.  Another fire is merged; another point of blue findeth its place within the diadem logoic.]
1. The following Stanza seems to relate not to the personality of man but to that living structure called the causal body or egoic lotus.

2. At first view of the Stanza seems to suggest that it deals with the liberating destruction of the egoic lotus/causal body.
Riseth the cave of beauty rare, of colour iridescent. 
3. “Riseth” suggests taking form and growing…

4. Note that that which rises, though beautiful and iridescent, is still a cave—i.e., a limiting condition of consciousness.

5. The causal vehicle is ruled by Venus (and Jupiter) so the growing beauty of the causal body is to be expected.
6. The “iridescent colour” reminds one of mother of pearl. The definition of mother of pearl from the Wikipedia is as follows: “Nacre ([image: image1.png]
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7.  The pearl is grown through the irritant of a grain of sand; yet beauty is the result. This suggests the process by means of which spiritual values are harvested from irritating or painful experiences in the three lower worlds.
8. Again we have the suggestion of Venus—the many colors and the symbol of spiritual attainment—the “pearl of great price”. 
9. The property of iridescence is defined as follows from the Wikipedia: Iridescence (also known as goniochromism) is generally known as the property of certain surfaces which appear to change color as the angle of view or the angle of illumination changes. Iridescence is commonly seen in items such as soap bubbles, butterfly wings, and sea shells. One can easily see how this would apply to the qualities of many colors (and notes) which are built into and stored in the causal body.
10. Master DK has the following to say about the beauty of the causal body:

11. Here is Master DK’s description of the causal body:

We have seen that on the third level of the mental plane, the egoic lotus is found and the student should picture it to himself as follows:

Concealed at the very centre or heart of the lotus is a brilliant point of electric fire of a blue-white hue (the [Page 762] jewel in the lotus) surrounded, and completely hidden, by three closely folded petals.  Around this central nucleus, or inner flame, are arranged the nine petals in circles of three petals each, making three circles in all.  These petals are formed out of the substance of the solar angels, as are the central three,—substance which is not only sentient as is the substance of the forms in the three worlds and the lunar bodies, but which has an added quality of "I-ness" or of self-consciousness, enabling the spiritual unity at the centre (by means of it) to acquire knowledge, awareness, and self-realisation.  These nine petals are of a predominant orange hue, though the six other colours are found as secondary colours in a varying degree.  The inner three petals are of a lovely lemon-yellow hue.  At the base of the lotus petals are the three points of light which mark the position of the permanent atoms, and which are the medium of communication between the solar Angels and the lunar Pitris.  By means of these permanent atoms the Ego, according to its state of evolution can construct his lunar bodies, acquire knowledge on the lower three planes, and thus buy his experience, and becomes aware.  On a higher turn of the spiral, the Monad through the egoic petals, and thus with the aid of the solar Angels, acquires knowledge and equally on more exalted levels becomes aware.

The light within these permanent atoms has a dull red glow and we have, therefore, all the three fires demonstrating in the causal body—electric fire at the centre, solar fire enclosing it as the flame encloses the central nucleus or essence in a candle flame, and fire by friction, this latter fire resembling the glowing red wick which lies at the base of the higher flame.

These three types of fire on the mental plane—meeting and unified in the egoic body—produce in time a radiation or warmth which streams out from all sides of the lotus, and forms that spheroidal shape noted by investigators. [Page 763] The more fully developed the Ego may be, and the more the petals are unfolded, the greater the beauty of the surrounding sphere, and the more refined its colouring.

At the early stages after individualisation, the egoic body has the appearance of a bud.  The electric fire at the centre is not apparent, and all the nine petals are closed down upon the inner three; the orange colour has a dead aspect and the three points of light at the base are just points and nothing more; the triangle which is later seen connecting the points is not demonstrated.  The surrounding sphere is colourless and is only to be appreciated as undulatory vibrations (like waves in the air or ether) reaching barely beyond the petal outline.

By the time the third Initiation is reached, a wondrous transformation has transpired.  The outer sphere is palpitating with every colour in the rainbow, and is of wide radius; the streams of electrical energy circulating in it are so powerful that they are escaping beyond the periphery of the circle, resembling the rays of the sun.  The nine petals are fully unfolded, forming a gracious setting for the central jewel, and their orange hue is now of a gorgeous translucence, shot with many colours, that of the egoic ray predominating.  The triangle at the base is now quickened and scintillating, and the three points are small blazing fires, showing to the eye of the clairvoyant as sevenfold whorls of light, circulating their light from point to point of a rapidly moving triangle.

By the time the fourth Initiation is reached, the activity of this triangle is so great that it looks more like a wheel in rapid revolution.  It has a fourth dimensional aspect.  The three petals at the centre are opening up, revealing the "blazing jewel."  At this initiation, through the action of the Hierophant wielding the electric Rod of Power, the three fires are suddenly stimulated by a downflow of electric, or positive force, from the [Page 764] Monad, and their blazing out in response produces that merging which destroys the entire sphere, dissipates all appearance of form, and produces a moment of equilibrium, or of suspension, in which the "elements are consumed with fervent heat."  The moment of highest radiation is known.  Then—through the pronouncement of a certain Word of Power—the great solar Angels gather back into themselves the solar fire, thus producing the final dissipation of the form, and hence the separation of the life from the form; the fire of matter returns to the general reservoir, and the permanent atoms and the causal body are no more.  The central electric fire becomes centralised in atma-buddhi.  The Thinker or spiritual entity stands free of the three worlds, and functions consciously on the buddhic plane.  Between these two stages of quiescent (though self-conscious) inertia and of that radiant activity which produces a balancing of forces, is a long series of lives. (TCF 762-764)

12. I think we will be able to see similarities between the descriptions offered in Stanza VII and Master DK’s description of the causal body/egoic lotus.
 Shineth the walls with azure tint,
13. One of the major colors of the second ray is blue. Azure is a shade of blue—a dark blue shade. The egoic lotus is a vehicle which represents the second aspect of divinity and so we would expect to find this color generically present in the structure of the causal body.
14. We must also remember that in occultism complementary colors are frequently used—the one to suggest the other or to stand for the other.

15. If azure is like indigo (which some say it is and other not) then the following list is important:

1. Indigo...............and a colour not disclosed.

2. Indigo-indigo...The second sub-ray of Love and Wisdom.  It finds its great expression on the second monadic plane, and its major manifestation in the monads of love.

3. Indigo-green.......The third sub-ray, the third major Ray of Activity or Adaptability.  It is the basic ray of the second system.  It is the great ray for the deva evolution.

4. Indigo-yellow...............The Harmony Ray.

5. Indigo-orange..The Ray of Concrete Knowledge.

6. Indigo...and a colour not disclosed.  The Ray of Devotion.

7. Indigo-violet.....The Ray of Ceremonial Order. (LOM 213)

 bathed in the light of rose.
16. Generically, the soul has its major expression through the astral vehicle. The color of love within the astral vehicle is rose, and this color is used by Master DK when He offers meditations designed to assist with the transmutation of this vehicle.
17. Rose signifies the development of the energy of love within the emotional life.

18. With blue and rose we have the colors particularly of the second and sixth rays, suggesting the transmutation of the sixth ray into the second through aspiration.

19. The Rosicrucians are the “Brothers of the Rosy Cross”. The Cross is the symbol of matter and material response. When the Cross turns to the color rose from the dark hues typifying matter, it signifies that the personality is soul-infused, perhaps completely soul-infused, as is the case just before the fourth initiation.
20. May it be that the color rose (the rose of sacrifice) is found prominent within the causal body when the sacrificial fourth initiation is imminent?
21. Rose also has a special position in the color constitution of the petals of the egoic lotus.

  The blending shade of blue irradiates the whole and all is merged in gleaming.

22. Yet blue seems to be the predominant color (dark blue, indigo blue—the great second ray color) and it is a color which is absorbent and absorbs all the others.

23. In Letters on Occult Meditation we find this absorbent, inclusive quality of the color indigo discussed. It is as if all other shades are sub-shades of the dark blue.

24. We also learn in Rule IX for Aspirants to Initiation: “Let one colour blend them and their unity appear.” This one colour could be any of the colors associated with a given soul ray, for in this rule we are speaking of souls-groups, but of all the colours dark blue or indigo is the most inclusive colour, absorbing and blending all the others.
Within the cave of iridescent colour, 
25. This cave is, in general, the causal sphere.

26. Notice, too, the cave or cavern imagery in relation to personality consciousness.

27. Both are caves and the cave suggests limited consciousness. Though limited, the consciousness within the causal body is far more expansive than consciousness confined to the four personality elementals.

28. The darker of these caves can be conceived as ruled by Saturn; the limitation is severe. The brighter of the caves has a dual rulership of Venus (for iridescent beauty) and Jupiter (for continued expansion of consciousness). Yet, even Jupiter, is within the ring-pass-not of higher Saturn.
within its arching circle,
29. A great Temple is suggested—the Temple of Solomon (another name of the causal body).

30. An arch creates the possibility of a lofty entrance. The arch is an instrument of secure elevation. The “arching circle” suggests the quite expanded consciousness possible within the causal body.
 standeth the fivefold One demanding further light.
31. Who is the “fivefold One”? From one perspective, it is the Solar Angel, yet, within the context of the causal body, the Solar Angel is the source of light and, therefore, would not be “demanding further light”—especially for itself.
32. Probably the “fivefold One” is man as the Ego, i.e., the presence and consciousness of the ‘extended Monad’, the Jiva, as it works through the causal body, the personality and the three lower vehicles—mental, astral and etheric physical.

33. More practically, the “fivefold One” is the fivefold disciple who knows he is the soul-in-incarnation.

34. That “fivefold One” would indeed demand further light.

35. Another way to view the “fivefold One” is as the soul-in-incarnation, plus the fourfold personality. Man is awakening to his identity as a soul which is within the personality nature. Thus he is fivefold—aspiring and demanding.
  He struggleth for expansion,
36. The “He” in this context is the disciple/initiate and the “expansion” is an expansion of consciousness and of scope to wield energy.
37. We realize that as the soul consciousness within the personality expands, so does the scope, the ‘diameter’ of the causal body. 

 he wrestleth towards the day.
38. For the soul-in-incarnation, the movement towards expansion is, indeed, a struggle—a wrestling match between contending energies and forces.

39. The “day” is the light of the soul as it can be accessed upon the higher mental plane—and even beyond.
  The Five demand the greater Sixth and Seventh. 
40. Here we must be careful in our interpretation. Rule VI from the Fourteen Rules for Disciples and Initiates is suggested:

For Disciples and Initiates:  Let the group know that life is one and naught can ever take or touch that life.  Let the group know the vivid, flaming, drenching Life that floods the fourth when the fifth is known.  The fifth feeds on the fourth.  Let then the group—merged in the fifth—be nourished by the sixth and seventh and realise that all the lesser rules are rules in time and space and cannot hold the group.  It onward moves in life. (RI 21)

41. We have several possibilities here:
a. The sixth and seventh are buddhi and atma respectively—the sixth and seventh principles.

b. The sixth and seventh are the energies of the second and first manifest Creative Hierarchies—the sixth and seventh from ‘below’. This is, perhaps, less likely.
c. The sixth and seventh are the sixth and seventh kingdoms—the Kingdom of Planetary Lives and the Kingdom of Solar Lives, respectively. (Again, this is perhaps less likely, as while it may be possible for the advanced to invoke the Planetary Lives, invocation of the Solar Lives seems less likely).
42. In any case, something beyond the scope of the causal body is needed—energies which come from the cosmic ethers and which are not limited to the energies of the causal sphere.

 The surrounding beauty meeteth not the need.
43. Life is calling to the life entombed within the causal body. Thought the egoic lotus/causal body is beautiful indeed, it is still a limitation upon the energy of Spirit which is focused within the "Jewel in the Lotus".

44. The “need” is for expansion into the life aspect—the first aspect of divinity.

  The inner warmth sufficeth but to feed the urge for FIRE.

45. The causal body/egoic lotus is filled with the warmth of solar fire, but another fire is need—electric fire.
46. The “urge for FIRE” is the urge towards living the life of the Spirit/ Monad. The resources of the causal body are insufficient for this achievement.
The Lords of Flame look on;
47. In this context, the “Lord of the Flame” are the “Watchers” or Solar Angels. They are preparing for their return to the Heart of the Sun and some to the Central Spiritual Sun.
 they chant aloud: 
48. The mantrams provided by the Solar Angels are part of process of liberating life from the confines of the etheric body/egoic lotus.

 "The time is come, that time for which We wait.
49. They will have waited for millions of years—perhaps twenty-five million or more. They are foreseeing the consummation of their redemptive task.

  Let the Flame become the FIRE and let the light shine forth."

50. This sentence suggests the transition from the solar flame to the FIRE of Spirit. Both are found within the causal body and the FIRE must break out. It must also descend from ‘above’— i.e., from the energy centers within the cosmic ethers. 

The effort of the Flame within the crystal cave becometh ever greater.
51. Here we have the causal body called the “crystal cave”? This term suggests power, beauty, perfect organization and the power to absorb, reflect and direct higher energies.

52. The inner “Flame” (the central “Flame”) within the "Jewel in the Lotus" (representing the FIRE of the Monad) becomes increasingly powerful and intense. It is one of the major factors of the destruction of the causal body even though as in the Tenth Law of Healing, it is the form that shatters the connection:
53. Here is the quotation dealing with the process described in Stanza VII:

Both soul and form together must renounce the Principle of life and thus Permit the Monad to stand free.  The soul responds.  The form then shatters the connection.  Life is now liberated, owning the quality of conscious knowledge and the fruit of all experience.  These are the gifts of soul and form combined. (EH 502)

  The cry goes forth for other aid from other Flaming Souls.  The response comes.

54. Presumably, “Flaming Souls” are liberated souls, those who have taken the fourth initiation. We have often read how higher members of the Ashram assist at the fourth initiation with the augmentation of the liberating Word. (See Rule XI for Disciples and Initiates.)
55. This is group work and these liberated ones lend their support.

The Lord of Flame, the Ancient One, the Mighty Lord of Fire, the Point of Blue within the hidden diamond, the Youth of Timeless Aeons, assisteth in the work. 
56. Use the blue-white diamond light to invoke the Great Lord of Shamballa…

57. Sometimes the “Lords of the Flame” is a term which can be related to the intra-planetary Kumaras. The titles here given seem not to refer to the Solar Angels per se but to a much greater Being—the Lord of the World—the One Initiator, who is the Liberator of man at the fourth initiation.
58. What beautiful names they are suggesting other names of this Great Lord which we are already familiar:
a. The Ancient of Days

b. The Youth of Endless Summers

59. The title, “The Point of Blue within the Hidden Diamond” is marvelous and gives us the association of Sanat Kumara with the second ray and its color, blue.
60. It is inferred that without the initiatory intervention of Sanat Kumara, the liberation of the Jiva from the causal body/egoic lotus could not occur.
 The inner burning light
61. This is the intensifying light of the members of the atomic triangle, plus the light at the heart of the "Jewel in the Lotus".
 and the outer waiting fire,
62. Presumably we have the fire which is, in a way, external to the egoic lotus, and is drawn from various levels of the cosmic ethers.
63. Though apparently “outer” and external, such a fire is deeply internal as the egoic lotus is really an “outer” structure.

—together with the ROD,
64. This phrase confirms that Sanat Kumara as the One Initiator is active in this process of liberation.

—meet on the sphere of crystal, and lo, the work is done.
65. The causal body is probably represented as a very subtle standing wave and hence the name “sphere of crystal”.

66. On the other hand, we are dealing with the "Jewel in the Lotus", and as a "Jewel" it could be called ‘crystalline’.

67. It is the life at the center of the "Jewel" which must be liberated, and so, may it be that the Rod of Initiation of Sanat Kumara ‘touches’ the "Jewel" itself when conferring the initiatory energy?

68. But, then the outer fire would have no way into the Jewel until the causal body is rent, and only then.

69. Probably the entire causal body is the sphere of crystal…

70. Why “sphere of crystal” when describing the causal body?  Because of its power and its organization which augments power…

71. Crystal suggests the possibility of shattering…

  The crystal rends and quivers.

72. The structure which confined life to the causal body is shattering. The first aspect within the causal body is about to be liberated, but the other two aspects and the contents they have generated will be liberated and drawn upwards as well—presumably into the spiritual triad.
Seven times the work proceeds.  Seven the efforts made.  Seven the applications of the Rod, held by a Lord of Flame.
73. Here it seems that we are being given some important secrets of the initiatory process connected with the fourth initiation.

74. The Rod of Initiation is apparently applied seven times. This is stated literally.

75. We should remember that the "Jewel in the Lotus" is seven faceted. Could one application be made for each facet or in relation to each facet…
76. As well the principles of man are seven and all the principles are contained within the causal body. The seven touches could signify the liberation of these principles from the confines of the Temple.

  Three are the lesser touches; four [Page 23] the divine assistance.
77. This is a fascinating statement. We have the four above the three, as we have the four ethers above the three energies of the dense physical vehicle of the Solar Logos and Planetary Logos.
78. The lesser touches may related to the three lower principles and structures—to the forces contained within the atomic triangle.

79. Much depends on how we number the principles. They are differently numbered in certain pages in TCF given to the subject (259-269). There are several ways of understanding that there are four higher principles which the four higher touches can represent.
  At the final fourth the work is done and the whole cave disrupts.
80. Presumably we are dealing with the last of the four touches which disrupts the causal body. This is fitting as we are dealing here with the fourth initiation.
  The lighted flame within spreads through the rending walls.
81. This may well be the ‘flame of life’ confined within the causal body as the "Jewel in the Lotus". The walls of its confinement are rent and it spreads from the center to and through the periphery.

  It mounteth to its Source. 
82. The “Source” of the energy of life is the Monad itself. We can see from Chart VIII that there is a directly line of connection between the "Jewel in the Lotus" and the Monad.

83. Does the mounting occur immediately? This can be questioned, but eventually it is so—the Jiva in the "Jewel in the Lotus" returns to the Monad and takes its place within the planetary logoic “Crown”.

84. But first to atma-buddhi…

 Another fire is merged;
85. Electric fire (the fire of atma and of the Monad) has entered and has merged with solar fire. A greater integration has been achieved with the destruction of the causal body.
 another point of blue findeth its place within the diadem logoic.

86. Absolutely brilliant and beautiful description. The point of life, the Jiva, the ‘extended Monad” is a “point of blue” and it rises into the crown or diadem of the Planetary Logos. This “point of blue” is registered as a “Jewel in the Crown”.

87. The crown is worn on the head…are we speaking of the head center of the Planetary Logos? And your place as a Monad within that center…

 [Page 24] 

STANZA VIII
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[STANZA VIII
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The greater Three, each with their seven lesser wheels, in spiral evolution, rotate within the timeless Now, and move as one.  The cosmic Lords from Their high place, view the past, control the Now, and ponder on the Day be with us.

The Lhas of the eternal Sound, the product of the time that was, surmount the sevenfold display.  Within the Ring-pass-not the Word of Love sounds forth.

The sevenfold Lords proceed with just vibration to carry out the work.  They sound forth each a note of the deep logoic chord.  Each to His greater Lord makes record due.  In the solemn breathing forth the forms are built, the colour just apportioned, and the flame within reveals itself with ever growing light.

The Lord of Blue, Who gathereth all within the arc of Buddhi, soundeth His note.  To Their source return the other six, blending Their colour diverse within Their Primary.

Blue to the green is added and completion quick is seen.  The vibration of the third is added to the one.  Blue to the orange blends, and in their wise admixture is seen the stable scheme.  To the yellow and the red, to the purple and the ultimate is the vibration of the seventh adjusted as the Primary.

Each of the seven Lords, within Their seven schemes, adjusted to the second karmic circle, merge [Page 25] Their migrating spheres and blend Their myriad atoms.

The forms through which They work, the lesser million spheres, the cause of separation and the curse of the Asuras, shatter when sounds the Sacred Word within a point in time.

The life logoic surges out.  The streams of colour melt together.  The forms are left behind, and Parabrahm stands complete.  The Lord of the cosmic Third utters a Word unknown.  The sevenfold lesser Word forms part of the vaster chord.

The Now becomes the time that was.  The aeon mergeth into space.  The Word of Motion hath been heard.  The Word of Love succeedeth.  The Past controlled the form.  The Now evolves the life.  The Day that is to be sounds forth the Word of Power.

The form perfected and the life evolved hold the third secret of the greater Wheel.  It is the hidden mystery of living motion.  The mystery, lost in the Now but known to the Lord of Cosmic Will.]
1. Below we seem to be dealing with the process of our Solar Logos, perhaps in various incarnations.
The greater Three,
2. In this context, the “greater Three” can indicate the three “major” solar systems of our Solar Logos, Who is presently demonstrating through His second major system. The comments below on the “Eternal Now” suggest this possibility.
 each with their seven lesser wheels,
3. Each of the three major solar systems had, has or will have “seven lesser wheels” which can be considered the seven major Logoi or chakras of one of the major three.
 in spiral evolution, rotate
4. The three major solar systems would demonstrate three kinds of motion—rotary, spiral-cyclic and progressive, but since our Solar Logos is essentially a second ray being (as soul and probably, essentially, as Monad) spiral motion would be the indicated mode of evolution.

 (rotate) within the timeless Now, and move as one. 
5. This is important as, while the three major solar systems are in a sense sequential their processes are also said to occur within the “Eternal Now” or the “timeless Now”. This “Now” is, perhaps, most fully demonstrated within the seventh, climactic and synthetic solar systems—the nature of which is difficult to determine.
The cosmic Lords from Their high place, view the past, control the Now, and ponder on the Day be with us.
6. Who or what are “cosmic Lords”? Actually the Solar Logos is a cosmic Lord and so, even, are the Planetary Logoi.
7. Of course, there are greater “cosmic Lords” of which we have become aware: these are Cosmic Logoi and Logoi of the status of the "One About Whom Naught May Be Said".

8. This being the case, the Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva (the Three Persons of the Trinity associated with our Solar Logos –Beings Who are depicted in which are evident in Chart XIII) can also be considered “cosmic Lords”.
The Lhas of the eternal Sound,
9. We do not know Who these Beings are, but they are obviously associated with the throat center and, hence, with the past as indicated below.

 the product of the time that was,
10. The third ray (and its relation to the throat center) is the ray which was the “product of the time that was”.

 surmount the sevenfold display.
11. In each of these solar systems, and in our solar system, there is a “sevenfold display”—the Solar Logos working through the seven major planets which are His seven major chakras.
  Within the Ring-pass-not the Word of Love sounds forth.
12. These words seem to indicate that we are, indeed, focussed on our present solar system, a system of Love.
The sevenfold Lords proceed with just vibration to carry out the work.
13. The seven major Planetary Logoi (are probably all Planetary Logoi within the ring-pass-not of our solar system) are, themselves sevenfold, having seven planetary chains.
14. All group process within our solar system (as that which occurs amongst the Planetary Logoi) is vibrationally regulated—i.e., “proceed(s) with just vibration”.

  They sound forth each a note of the deep logoic chord.
15. As we proceed, it seems as if we are, indeed, focussed within our present solar system.

16. There is apparently a “deep logoic chord” which is formed when all seven Planetary Logoi sound their particular note.

17. The “chord”, then, is sevenfold.

  Each to His greater Lord makes record due.
18. From one perspective, the Solar Logos is, in general, the “greater Lord” of each of the Planetary Logoi in His system.

19. However, we may be speaking of those great Beings who are prototypes of each of the Planetary Logos—namely the Seven Rishis of the Great Bear.
  In the solemn breathing forth the forms are built,
20. This sentence confirms the thought that correct breathing is pat of the magical, manifestational process.

21. The Planetary Logoi must build forms.
22. The outbreath is the manifestational breath.

 the colour just apportioned,
23. The distribution of quality is regulated. All proceeds solemnly and seriously, under law and according to correct rhythm.
 and the flame within reveals itself with ever growing light.
24. There is always, initially, a ‘hidden’ flame which, as evolution proceeds, emerges into visibility.

25. We seem to be speaking of the evolution of the solar system through its various Planetary Logoi. We shall see whether there is concentration upon the Earth-scheme.

Blue to the green is added and completion quick is seen. 
26. When these two colors are mentioned, attention is drawn to our blue-green solar system and to our blue-green planet. We well understand that our planet is blue-green; thus it appears to the senses, but esoterically, our solar system is blue green as well.

27. Blue is added to the green because the green has been long established.
 The vibration of the third is added to the one.
28. This may be a musical reference, concerning the addition of that note which is the musical third and which represents the personality; the one can indicate the musical fundamental, the base note.

  Blue to the orange blends, and in their wise admixture is seen the stable scheme. 
29. Blue and orange are complementary colors. The first represents the second ray and the second the fifth ray (and an aspect of intelligence or mind, in general).

30. It may be that we are being told that when love is merged with mind a stable planetary scheme is created.
 To the yellow and the red, to the purple and the ultimate is the vibration of the seventh adjusted as the Primary.
31. All the colors have now been listed. The “ultimate” (in terms of color) may be the indigo.

32. The “seventh” (color?) may represent violet, though perhaps “purple” is in this context the equivalent of violet.
33. We do know that the seventh ray can be associated with violet and purple.

34. The “Primary” suggests the idea of foundation.
35. The “seventh” (the Primary) is adjusted to the vibrations of the yellow, red, purple and “ultimate”.
36. The “seventh” suggests the plane of manifestation and perhaps, for manifestation to occur as intended, the vibration of the Primary must be adjusted to the colors mentioned.
37. We are dealing with a process, it seems, of solar systemic adjustment.

Each of the seven Lords, within Their seven schemes,
38. While schemes can also be of a solar nature, the term as usually used means planetary schemes. This would confirm that we are focusing within our solar system with its seven major (or sacred) schemes.
 adjusted to the second karmic circle,
39. The schemes have to become adjusted to the requirements of the “second karmic circle”.

40. What can this “circle” be? Shall we infer that it suggests the bounds of karma apportioned to the second major solar system?
 merge [Page 25] Their migrating spheres and blend Their myriad atoms.
41. Do Planetary Logoi have “migrating spheres”. Are the various forms of life which are progressing within their ring-pass-nots to be considered “migrating spheres”.

42. Are bodies which revolve around the main vehicle of these Logoi to be considered migrating spheres. Can a revolving body be considered to “migrate”, or can on only migrate if one does not return to the place from which one departed.

43. The point is that spheres and atoms within the ring-pass-not of these schemes are merged together (within the scheme) by the Logos of each scheme.

The forms through which They work, the lesser million spheres,
44. We must not think that “spheres” represent only large or relatively large planetary bodies. All forms of life within a planetary scheme are spheres.
45. Forms are spheres, and the Planetary Logoi are working through forms.

46. We will settle on the idea that we are dealing with planetary schemes and will not imagine a more macrocosmic scope for the word schemes.
 the cause of separation and the curse of the Asuras,
47. DK is hinting at the separative nature of many of these forms or lesser spheres (symbolically, the million).

48. The “Asuras”, technically, lack the unitive realization. They are also considered demons.

49. We are speaking of the causes of separation and the method of overcoming it.

 shatter when sounds the Sacred Word within a point in time.
50. Within a planetary scheme, the Sacred Word sounds bringing unification. OM is the ‘Word of Unification’. All the many forms and spheres are united in a realized unity.

51. In the following description, the picture becomes macrocosmic to a great degree. DK seems to switch scope—narrowing and broadening unpredictably.
The life logoic surges out. 
52. Of course this could be the surging of the life of the Solar Logos.

53. But the words “life logoic” can suggest even greater Logoi.

 The streams of colour melt together. 
54. We are speaking of a unification process. We are probably dealing with a climactic moment in the solar system, or whatever kind of system this Stanza may indicate.

 The forms are left behind, 
55. Those temporary expedients for expression (forms) are dissolved, blotted out. They no longer captivate the life.
and Parabrahm stands complete. 
56. So much depends on how we interpret the word “Parabrahm”. While, relatively, it can represent the Solar Logos, usually it means the ABSOLUTE REALITY. On TCF 344, it can mean a Being far greater than the Solar Logos. So we have to understand the scope of “Parabrahm” in this context.

 The Lord of the cosmic Third utters a Word unknown.
57. We must attempt to define the “cosmic Third”. It can be the cosmic third plane in which case the Lord is a form of Agni.

58. The “cosmic Third” will be associated with the throat center or with the head center—perhaps of the Solar Logos in His third major incarnation.
59. The Pleiades are the distributors of the third aspect and are the very center of our local cosmo-system—through which the "One About Whom Naught May Be Said" manifests.

60. But we should remember that we began this Stanza speaking of the “greater Three”—interpreted as the three major solar systems.

61. We may be dealing with the climax of the Solar Logos’ manifestation in the third major system.

  The sevenfold lesser Word forms part of the vaster chord.
62. Produced by the Words of the subsidiary Logoi—the Planetary Logoi.

The Now becomes the time that was.
63. We are dealing with the final synthetic period of whatever Logos we are considering. Perhaps it is wisest simply to consider our Solar Logos.

 The aeon mergeth into space. 
64. If we stay within the solar systemic context, it appears that we are looking forward to the final solar system.

The Word of Motion hath been heard.
65. This “Word” could also be called the ‘Word of Activity’. It suggests the Word of the previous major solar system which is still, it seems, sounding in this solar system carried upon the Primordial Ray.
  The Word of Love succeedeth. 
66. The “Word of Love” is sounding in this solar system and has not reached, by any means, its full sounding. It is still expected that our Planetary Logos will take at least the fourth cosmic initiation.

 The Past controlled the form. 
67. The first of the three major solar systems was one in which the attention was not on soul consciousness but on the foundational form which could support that type of consciousness when it later developed.

 The Now evolves the life.
68. We are in a system which builds better habitations to express and expanding consciousness.

69. The soft-line rays (along the second ray line) are those that relate to the life aspect.

  The Day that is to be sounds forth the Word of Power.
70. The “Day” is a symbolic term for a complete Mahamanvantara. The next Mahamanvantara will be a power system and the personality ray of the Solar Logos will be, so it seems necessary, the first.
The form perfected and the life evolved hold the third secret of the greater Wheel. 
71. The “greater Wheel” is that of the solar system, but of all solar systems together in synthesis.

72. An evolved life is one that express more fully through increasingly perfected forms. The more perfect the form the greater the expression of the life.

 It is the hidden mystery of living motion. 
73. How does motion come about? Is “motion” really “fire”?

74. It seems that the “Great Breath” which is the Archetype of motion, always was and had no beginning.

 The mystery, lost in the Now but known to the Lord of Cosmic Will.
75. We seem to be speaking of the “Eternal Now”. The “mystery of living motion” is lost in the “Now”. Living motion has ever been as the Great Breath has even been.
76. Time and motion require each other. There can be no time if there is no motion; but the motion always was, it never began.  All definite units of time are (in the light of Endless Duration) as if they were not. If time is negated, only the Now remains and this beginningless, endless motion is all occurring “Now”.
77. Our Solar Logos is becoming a “Lord of Cosmic Will” – a “Lion of Cosmic Will”. This will be achieved, probably, in the next solar system under the first ray.
A solar Logos is both a Divine Manasaputra and likewise a Dragon of Wisdom, and His problem concerns itself [Page 306] with the development of the principle of cosmic Will which will make Him what has been called a "Lion of Cosmic Will." (TCF 305 – 306) 
78. The deepest and most hidden mysteries are connected with the first ray. Perhaps there are mysteries concerning the manner in which to destroy time and destroy space as fetters upon liberated consciousness and realized being.
[Page 26] 

STANZA IX
<Pages 26,28>
[STANZA IX
<Pages 26,28>

The thirty thousand million Watchers refused to heed the call.  "We enter not the forms," they said, "until the seventh aeon."  The twice thirty thousand million hearkened to the call and took the forms designed.

The rebellious ones laughed within themselves, and sought pralayic peace until the seventh aeon.  But the seven great Lords called to the greater Chohans, and with the eternal Lhas of the third cosmic heaven entered into debate.

The dictum then went forth.  The laggards in the highest sphere heard it echo through the scheme.  "Not till the seventh aeon, but at the fourteenth seventh will the chance again come round.  The first shall be the last and time be lost for aeons."

The obedient Sons of Mind connected with the Sons of Heart, and evolution spiralled on its way.  The Sons of Power stayed in their appointed place, though cosmic karma forced a handful to join the Sons of Heart.

At the fourteenth seventh aeon, the Sons of Mind and Heart, absorbed by endless flame, will join the Sons of Will, in manvantaric manifestation.  Three times the wheel will turn.

At the centre stand the buddhas of activity, helped by the lords of love, and following their twofold work will come the radiant lords of power.

The buddhas of creation from out the past have [Page 27] come.  The buddhas of love are gathering now.  The buddhas of will at the final turn of the third major wheel will flash into being.  The end will then be consummated.]
1. We are about to study the nature and consequences of the ‘sin’ of those who ‘refused’ to incarnate in the forms of animal man, thus creating the human kingdom.
2. DK at times does not look at this as a ‘sin’ or rebellion, stating that some of those who refused to incarnate could not really do so—they were too high.

3. H.P.B., however, seems to look at the apparent refusal as a real refusal -- as if a planetary logoic (even solar logoic) fiat had been ignored and an unwise choice made by these high Beings.
The thirty thousand million Watchers refused to heed the call.  
4. This means that thirty billion Watchers refused to heed the call of the Solar Logos and (our) Planetary Logos. We seem to be dealing with what concerned our Planetary Logos, though no doubt there is a planetary history and lore for each of the planets in our solar system. The lore which most concern us, obviously, is the lore of our own Planetary Logos.

5. “Watchers” are of many kinds, as we have established, but the kind of “Watcher” we seem to be dealing with are Agnishvattas, Lords of the Flame, Solar Angels, etc. “
"We enter not the forms," they said, "until the seventh aeon." 
6. This was the choice of thirty billion Solar Angels—apparently. Whether it was justified or not depends upon the account which is studied.

7. DK said in relation to certain Monads, that “no real ‘sin’” was involved…but Monads are not Solar Angels. (TCF 825-826)

8. These ‘rebellious’ ones did not want to enter those huge, ugly “tabernacles of clay” which were the forms of early animal man (a form which stood on the brink of entry into the nascent fourth kingdom upon our Earth-chain). “Ill-favoured forms”…(TCF 853)
9. We can wonder whether the rebellions ones (those who would be willing to incarnate in the advanced animal forms of the Earth-chain—and not all were destined, one thinks, for the Earth-chain or even the Earth-scheme) were seeking to wait until seventh round of the Earth-chain or the seventh scheme round of all the chains in the Earth-scheme. It seems more likely that their reply would be related to the first alternative, which still would require hundreds of millions of years of delay, more likely, perhaps, billions of years—if every Earth-chain round lasts approximately three hundred million years with a three hundred million year period of latency.

10. Here is an important statement regarding the number of units (stellar) in and out of incarnation:

The confines of the Heavens Themselves are illimitable and utterly unknown.  Naught but the wildest speculation is possible to the tiny finite minds of men and it profits us not to consider the question.  Go out on some clear starlit night and seek to realise that in the many thousands of suns and constellations visible to the unaided eye of man, and in the tens of millions which the modern telescope reveals there is seen the physical manifestation of as many millions of intelligent existences; this infers that what is visible is simply those existences who are in incarnation.  But only one-seventh of the possible appearances are incarnating.  Six-sevenths are out of incarnation, waiting their turn to manifest, and holding back from incarnation until, in the turning of the great wheel, suitable and better conditions may eventuate. (TCF 1059)
11. We must factor in the realization that within our solar system there are sixty billion Monads. This is supported by DK’s statements even though one would think according to the 6/7ths rule that sixty billion would be a suitable number for the human Monads incarnated in the Earth-scheme. There is, therefore, a problem with the enumeration, as sixty billion human Monads does not seem a sufficient number to be spread throughout the solar system, especially as some Monads are immetalized, invegetalized and inzoonated.
12. We have to see whether an occult blind is operative, and whether when DK speaks of sixty billion incarnating human Monads for the entire solar system, He does not really mean the Earth-scheme.
13. Here is the quotation which applies the number sixty billion to the solar system and not exclusively to the Earth-scheme.

2. In the present system, the second, there are two dominant evolutions, the human and the deva; there are—as earlier stated—sixty thousand million human monads.  Add to this the feminine evolution of the devas, consisting of 140 thousand million, and you have the necessary two hundred thousand million.  This elucidates my statement anent this being a feminine system. (ESOTERIC HEALING 109)

 The twice thirty thousand million hearkened to the call and took the forms designed.

14. These were the cooperative “Watchers” Who hearkened to the will of the Solar Logos and (in the context of this study) to the need of our Planetary Logos. (This was an example of “occult obedience”.) We are speaking of sixty billion of them corresponding to the sixty billion Monads said to be in our solar system—though perhaps a goodly number of them are associated with our own Planetary Logos.
15. The “forms designed” were not beautiful—they were huge and coarse, and it certainly must have been a great sacrifice for such highly developed solar Beings to enter (even fragmentarily) into the consciousness of even the most highly developed of the animal-men of that period.

The rebellious ones laughed within themselves, and sought pralayic peace until the seventh aeon. 
16. Was this real ‘laughter’ or simply the manner in which human beings interpret the refusal of higher Beings to meet human need.

17. Obviously, “pralayic peace” was not a completely inactive state. Something of value and interest was occurring for those that remained in that “pralayic” state.
18. A speculation improbable: I have sometimes wondered whether those who refused were really waiting for the coming in of individualized Egos from the first solar system or from the Moon-chain. Not all first solar system Egos need have been directed towards the Earth-scheme, though the unfolding Egos from the Moon-chain would have been thus directed.
19. But this would not make sense entirely (at least in terms of the Earth-scheme and Earth-chain) because the Moon-chain Egos entered in the fourth root-race in its third phrase (not at all the seventh aeon which had still not yet occurred.) So the entry would have been too early for the plans of the rebellious thirty billion.
20. As for the first solar system Egos, they entered even before individualization on the Earth-chain and so, again, the timing of their entry and the planned entry point of the rebellious “Watchers” would not have coincided.

21. We should note one of the definitions of an “aeon”—probably one of the more accurate ones—either a chain-round or a scheme-round. One complete circle—either a smaller or larger circle.
22. Was ‘sin’ really involved in this refusal. Here from DK is something to consider:

In the fact of the turning of the monadic Wheel covering the period of three solar systems, lies hid the mystery of monadic self-will, and the secret as to why some of the Monads refused to incarnate, whilst others "fell," and thus proceeded along the present lines of evolution.  They refused to incarnate because of internal group conditions brought about through the evolutionary processes of the past kalpas.  It will, therefore, be apparent that the question of what constitutes sin and evil is far more intricate than even appears upon the surface. From our [Page 1090] limited vision, it appears to be "sin" to fall into incarnation, and equally sin or self-will, self-satisfaction, to remain unevolved upon the higher planes.  Yet both groups followed the law of their being, and the solution of the mystery lies in that which is to come. (TCF 1089-1090)

 But the seven great Lords called to the greater Chohans,
23. If we are dealing with events upon our planet, then the “seven great Lords” can be the seven Kumaras of the Earth-scheme—three of them esoteric.

24. Or we could be dealing with the Ray Lords who are Planetary Logoi as this is a solar systemic problem on Earth.

25. Since the Chohans are “greater Chohans” and since there were not yet any Ashrams of human beings with graduate human beings as Chohans, the “greater Chohans could well be the seven Chain-Lords of the Earth-scheme or the seven Globe-Lords of the Earth-chain.
26. With some probability: Or above and higher since the Seven Great Lords are calling upwards towards perhaps the Seven Rishis…or some higher prototypical Seven.

27. In terms of spiritual status, it would seem that the seven intra-planetary Kumaras of each planetary scheme would be of a higher nature than the Lords of chains and of globes, though I suspect that each chain and each globe has its correspondences to these greater Kumaric Seven.

 and with the eternal Lhas of the third cosmic heaven entered into debate.

28. There are “Lhas” within the cosmic physical plane (for the term “Lha” is generic, but the Lhas here meant are the Lhas focused upon the cosmic mental plane—that plane upon which the causal body of our Solar Logos and Planetary Logos are focused. They must be Beings of immense power and perhaps related to that which for the Solar Logos and Planetary Logos serves as a Solar Angel.

29. Are we dealing with the Prototypes of the Solar Angels on the cosmic mental plane?

30. In essence, Great Beings conferred and decided on a course of action which was retributive…

The dictum then went forth. 
31. The karmic price of refusing one’s spiritual duty is onerous. Yes, there is free will upon the higher planes, but there is also knowledge of what is demanded by the Hierarch. If that demand is refused, the consequences are severe.

The laggards in the highest sphere heard it echo through the scheme. 
32. What is the “highest sphere”? Is it buddhic or is it logoic?

33. The ‘rebellious Watchers’ are here called the “laggards”. There are a number of ways to use this term. Monads who have not achieved the evolutionary goal intended are also called “laggards”. After all, when it comes to evolution, the term race applies, and the pressure is on.
34. Note the use of the word “scheme”. Apparently we are dealing with the Earth-scheme even though there are solar systemic references which give the larger context.

35. The Beings who are deciding are ‘above’ the scheme level. But their dictum comes to the scheme.

 "Not till the seventh aeon
36. What if the number 9 is as important in the next solar system as the number 7 is in the present and as the number 5 was in the past? So maybe the 14th seven can transpire in the next solar system? Or Not…
37. The ‘laggard Watchers’ will not have their way. They will indeed wait, but far longer than they had suspected, before they again have the opportunity to fulfill their duty to the lower forms of life.

but at the fourteenth seventh will the chance again come round. 
38. We have to calculate the meaning of the “fourteenth seventh” and whether that period of renewed opportunity can even occur within the developmental period of the Earth-scheme in this particular solar system. But how to calculate this. It seems that opportunity will not come even in the next and last solar system. Can it be that opportunity will not come again in relation to this present Solar Logos and that it will have to be conferred in relation to another Solar Logos altogether. The period involved seems to involve more than two completes incarnations of a Planetary Logos like that of our Earth.
39. For practical purposes we must simply think of the situation as one of opportunity lost and that a very long time is required before opportunity is again offered.

 The first shall be the last and time be lost for aeons."

40. The “laggards” may have been the most advanced and may have refused because of their high state. In this respect they would be “first”, but because they lagged behind in their acquiescence to a Higher Will, they will be both last of all the Watchers and also “lost” for many manvantaric cycles—i.e., rounds or “aeons”.

The obedient Sons of Mind connected with the Sons of Heart, and evolution spiralled on its way. 
41. The term “Sons of Mind” is sometimes given to the Solar Angels and sometimes to human beings. In this context we seem to be speaking of the Solar Angels, though, given the way “Sons of Heart” and “Sons of Will” is used (to indicate Monads) we cannot discount that “Sons of Mind” could also be used to indicate third ray Monads.
42. There are Buddhas of Activity and Buddhas of Love. The terms “Sons of Heart” is not often used, but within this context, is seems to mean a particular type of human Monad—those particularly upon the second ray.
43. Indeed, Solar Angels do connect with the different types of Monads in order to serve the expression of those Monads in the lower worlds.

44. In our solar system there are said to be twenty billion Monads of Activity (who might also be called “Sons of Mind”)—indeed, quite a number of the third ray Monads should already be “Sons of Mind” in the solar angelic sense, but were delayed through much fault of their own (through rebellion in the previous solar system and due to the Moon-chain failure.
45. There are also said to be thirty five billion second ray Monads (who in this context seem to be called “Sons of Love”.

46. The number of first ray Monads (here called, I believe, “Sons of Power) are fewer (only five billion in our solar system).

 The Sons of Power stayed in their appointed place,
47. For the most part, the first ray Monads are not incarnating in this present solar system and are largely reserved for the next.
 though cosmic karma forced a handful to join the Sons of Heart.

48. Yet there are a few. The reason given for the presence of “Sons of Power” or first ray Monads in this solar system is very interesting—cosmic karma is involved and beyond this assertion we cannot penetrate.

49. Perhaps there are very many first ray Monads but their number seems so few because this is a second ray solar system and they did not enter—either choosing not to do so or required (by law) not to do so.

At the fourteenth seventh aeon, 
50. So much depends upon how we count. An “aeon” is, we have pretty well determined, a “round”. After every six chain rounds there is as seventh, but if we count in this manner, we shall have four remaining seventh aeons in this planetary scheme, and seven more in a comparable scheme in the next solar system, which will give only eleven, not fourteen.
51. So something must be incorrect in the counting.

52. Another way to count would be to count each round when seeking to reach the number fourteen. From the fourth round in the fourth chain, this would bring us to the fourth round in the sixth chain—fourteen rounds would have elapsed, but not a fourteenth seventh.
53. If we really move towards as fourteenth seventh we would be in what could be called the third or fourth chain of the seventh solar system of our particular Solar Logos, and we have no notion whether the seventh solar system will be a customary solar system or a synthetic one.

54. Point: if there were ten chains in each scheme, then there would be three more seventh rounds per scheme…then opportunity would come during the next (i.e., the third major solar system) solar system..
There will be seven systems, though we are only concerned with the three major systems, of which our present system is the second major system. (IHS 187)

the Sons of Mind and Heart, absorbed by endless flame, will join the Sons of Will, in manvantaric manifestation.
55. The words “absorbed by endless flame” indicate that we are in a very synthetic phase, perhaps a phase indicated by a synthetic seventh solar system.

56. It is as if the “Sons of Mind” (“Sons” because coming out of the Sun as a Son) and the “Sons of Heart” have been abstracted into flame at the end of the second solar system and are ready to join the “Sons of Will” (first ray Monads) for a grand synthesis.
57. Something about this counting may or may not be correct. Must we wait for the seventh systemic for this merging? Or can it be accomplished in what we call the sixth solar system or third major?
58. Already in the sixth or third major solar system, there will be a merging, very much of the Sons of Will and the Sons of Love. We could wonder whether there will be any third ray Monads at all in the third major solar system—unless the laggard “Sons of Mind” (those who are Solar Angels) entered and took opportunity at that point.
59. From one perspective, there is a mystery. A great coming together of all types of Monads may be suggested for the seventh solar system.

60. On another topic, can it be that there are solar angelic rays (i.e., the rays of Solar Angels) which correspond to the human Sons of Will, Sons of Love and ‘Sons of Mind’. Are there first ray, second ray and third ray solar angelic Monads Who are also called “Sons of Will/Power”, “Sons of Love” and “Sons of Mind”?
61. The implication seems to be that somewhere in the manifestation of our present Solar Logos, those Who refused will regain opportunity, but if the numbers are followed strictly, and we look for a fourteenth seventh, then even the third major solar system must pass before this is possible!
 Three times the wheel will turn.

62. It would seem that we are speaking of the three major solar systems as three turnings of the wheel. But it is possible that we are speaking of three major incarnations of our Planetary Logos.
At the centre stand the buddhas of activity, helped by the lords of love, 
63. The “centre” is the centre of planetary manifestation.

64. There are “Buddhas of Love” as well as “Buddhas of Activity”. This may be the case within other planetary schemes, but it is certainly the case within our scheme.

65. Here is a list including “Lords of Love”. These Lords are of high spiritual status, and are not human Monads per se.
The first one given above will be regarded as accurate for this world period and will be the basis of our astrological teaching. The informing Lives of the seven sacred planets are called by the following names:

 1. The seven Planetary Logoi.

 2. The seven Spirits before the throne.

 3. The seven Kumaras.

 4. The seven solar Deities.

 5. The primordial Seven.

 6. The seven Builders.

 7. The seven intellectual Breaths.

 8. The seven Manus.

 9. The Flames.

10. Lords of Love, Knowledge and Sacrifice.

66. We are given quite a few names which may apply to similar Begins:

a. Buddhas of Activity (Pratyeka Buddhas of great development)
b. Buddhas of Love (may be of the status of the Buddhas of Activity, though on the second ray line.) It seems they are, because in relation to them, “the same hierarchical grading is seen as in connection with the Buddhas of Action.” TCF 874) And it seems that we could say the same of the “Buddhas of Will” or the “Buddhas of Power”.

In the mystery of Polarity, we have three different types of force manifesting and thus it is apparent that the two mysteries deal with the six forces.  These three types of force are manipulated by the Buddhas of Love.  They, through Their sacrifice, concern Themselves with the problem of sex, or of "magnetic approach" on all the planes.  The Buddha of Whom we speak and Who contacts His people at the full moon of Wesak, is one of the three connected with our globe, having taken the place of One Who passed on to higher work in connection with the Chain, for the same hierarchical grading is seen as in connection with the Buddhas of Action.  One group might be considered the divine Carpenters of the planetary system, the other the divine Assemblers of its parts and the Ones Who, through the magnetic influence They wield, unite the diversities and build them into form. (TCF 874)

c. Buddhas of Will (will be in the third solar system of the same status of the Buddhas of Activity though on the first ray line.)
d. Lords of Love (which are perhaps Buddhas of Love, but since Buddhas of Love can be considered Monads, we must proceed carefully They can also be planetary Logoi.)
e. Lords of Power: They are equivalent to “Buddhas of Power”
f. Sons of Mind: (Can be Solar Angels, but perhaps also third ray Monads) This is one of the most confusing of assignments! The term “Sons of Mind” is used in many ways, as a compilation of 38 entries demonstrates.
There are greater and lesser “Sons of Mind”: The greater are the Solar Angels. The lesser are the human beings: 

In the same way the animal is brought at a certain stage into the zone of influence of the lesser sons of mind—human beings who are the elder brothers of the animals, as the Masters of the Wisdom are the Elder Brothers where humanity is concerned. (TCF 288)

As we know, the Sons of Mind or the incarnating jivas are the returning nirvanis of a previous logoic incarnation. (TCF 1125)

6. The Law of the Lotus.  This is the name given to the mysterious influence from the cosmic Law of Attraction which brought in the divine Sons of Mind, and thus linked the two poles of Spirit and matter, producing upon the plane of mind that which we call the egoic lotus, or "the Flower of the Self." (TCF 1171)

It was an attempt to give a synthetic picture of the unfolding Mind of God as It works out Its plans through the lesser Sons of Mind. (EP I xxi)

[An enigmatic paragraph] These planetary influences are distinctive of the Sons of Mind, of Venusian origin; they are characteristic of the Lords of Sacrifice and Will functioning in time and space as the fourth Creative Hierarchy. The form life is ruled by the Moon, veiling a hidden planet; these Sons of Mind live on the Earth and thus within the body of the planetary Logos, and are of a definitely intelligent nature, making them Lords of Knowledge, achieving their goal through the light of the mind and through the method of conflict, for they are also Lords of Ceaseless and Persevering Devotion. All the above names which are related to the planets governing Sagittarius will be remembered by students of The Secret Doctrine. They are the "quality names" of the Divine Manasaputras, the Agnishvattas who are ourselves. (EA 188)

Twice before has this relation and intensification of vibration occurred: At the time of the coming of the Sons of Mind to the Earth during the Lemurian age and once in the Atlantean period at the climax of the conflict between the Lords of the Dark Face and the Lords of the Shining Countenance. (EA 537)

All souls on the mental plane take the forms of the solar Angels, of the divine Sons of mind. (TWM 384)

c. The sons of mind, human souls, solar Angels, the divine sons of God who in full self-consciousness work out certain well seen ends through the medium of the human family. (TWM 531)

We are dealing with Manasaputras (“Sons of Mind”) in various guises. It is such a protean term.

g. Sons of Heart: (Seem to be Monads of the Second Ray)
h. Sons of Power: (Seem to be Monads of the First Ray)
i. Sons of Will (Monads of the First Ray)
j. Buddhas of Creation: These seem to be Buddhas of Activity and related to the third ray.
k. Buddhas of Action (are these Buddhas of Activity)

l. What am I leaving out?

and following their twofold work will come the radiant lords of power.

67. The question is, is DK calling the three main types of Monads, “Buddhas” or is He definitely dealing with those very advanced Beings within our planetary scheme Who stand in spiritual status equal (or nearly so) to a Planetary Logos?

The buddhas of creation from out the past have [Page 27] come. 
68. If we mean here the Buddhas of Activity, Master DK tells us that they were Planetary Logoi in the previous solar system. So often the previous solar system (the first major solar system) is denoted with respect to the past.

69. They are also called “Buddhas of Action”

 The buddhas of love are gathering now. 
70. Our probably is that these terms are sometimes applied to very advanced Beings Who were even Planetary Logoi in a previous solar system, or applied to human Monads.

71. Here is a statement regarding the nature and function of the Buddhas of Love:
Put in 873:
The mystery of electricity has three keys, each of which is held in the hands of one of the Buddhas of Activity.  Theirs is the prerogative to control the electrical forces of the physical plane, and Theirs the right to direct the three major streams of this type of force in connection with our present globe.  These three streams are concerned with atomic substance, out of which all forms are constructed.  In connection with our chain there are three mysterious Entities (of whom our three Pratyeka Buddhas are but the Earth reflections) Who perform a similar function in connection with the electrical forces of the chain.  In the scheme, the planetary Logos has also three co-operating Existences Who are the summation of His third Aspect, and who perform therefore work similar to that performed by the three aspects of Brahma in the solar system.  The mystery of this threefold type of electricity is largely connected with the lesser Builders, with the elemental essence in one particular aspect,—its lowest and most profound for men to apprehend as it concerns the secret of that which "substands" or "stands back" of all that is objective.  In a secondary sense it concerns the forces in the ethers which are those which energise and produce the activities of all atoms.  Another type deals with the electrical phenomenon which finds its expression in the light which man has somewhat harnessed, in the phenomena such as thunder storms and the manifestation of lightning, with the aurora borealis, and in the production of earthquakes and all volcanic action.  All these manifestations are based on electrical activity of some kind, and have to do with the "soul of things," or with the essence of matter. The old Commentary says:

[Page 874] 

"The garment of God is driven aside by the energy of His movements, and the real Man stands revealed, yet remains hidden, for who knows the secret of a man as it exists in his own self-recognition."

The mystery of electricity deals with the "garment" of God, just as the mystery of polarity deals with His "form."

In the mystery of Polarity, we have three different types of force manifesting and thus it is apparent that the two mysteries deal with the six forces.  These three types of force are manipulated by the Buddhas of Love.  They, through Their sacrifice, concern Themselves with the problem of sex, or of "magnetic approach" on all the planes.  The Buddha of Whom we speak and Who contacts His people at the full moon of Wesak, is one of the three connected with our globe, having taken the place of One Who passed on to higher work in connection with the Chain, for the same hierarchical grading is seen as in connection with the Buddhas of Action.  One group might be considered the divine Carpenters of the planetary system, the other the divine Assemblers of its parts and the Ones Who, through the magnetic influence They wield, unite the diversities and build them into form. (TCF 874)

72. The “Buddhas of Love” are gathering now within the solar system because it is a second ray solar system, and upon our planet because the soul ray of the planet, the second ray, is emerging.
73. We presume that the Buddha of Activity are the oldest of the nine Buddhas, having attained the status of Planetary Logos in a previous mahamanvantara. The Lord Buddha (a Buddha of Love apparently) is nowhere nearly so developed.

74. If our Buddha is a Buddha of Love They are close to the human.

 The buddhas of will at the final turn of the third major wheel
75. The “third major wheel” is the third major solar system, destined to follow this one and to be conditioned by the first ray (in its personality expression).

76. How many turns does the “third major wheel” make? Every turn of the second major wheel lasts approximately one hundred thousand years—this is a rotation, not a revolution around the Pleiades.

77. These numbers are not given to us. The question is, at what point in the expression of the third major solar system do the “Buddhas of Will” flash forth. There will be three of them even as there are three of the other two kinds of Buddhas.

78. We are speaking apparently (from what is said on TCF 874) of globe relations—not chain relations or systemic relations. The three types of Buddhas related to “Buddhas of Activity) or (Buddhas of Action) are stratified on TCF, 874.
 will flash into being. 
79. So, apparently, it is relatively well into the manifestation of the third and final major solar system that the “Buddhas of Will” flash into being.

80. Nine is the number of consummation, and nine Buddhas will have manifested in major solar systems by this time.

81. Of course, we have to keep the globe level, the chain level and the scheme level straight. With respect to the solar systemic level, the three persons of the solar logoic Trinity can probably be considered as Buddhas as well.

 The end will then be consummated.

82. Sometimes it is said that there will be seven solar systemic manifestations of our Solar Logos, sometimes six. Perhaps the seventh is the sum of all the others in the “Eternal Now”.

There will be seven systems, though we are only concerned with the three major systems, of which our present system is the second major system. (IHS 187)

83. There is a mystery connected with the seventh solar system. There will be only three major solar systems, and the next or sixth solar system is the third, so how then, the seventh, unless it is the sum of all the others?

[Page 28] 

STANZA X
<Pages 28,31>

[STANZA X
<Pages 28,31>

The Fifth progresseth and from the remnants of the Fourth multiplied and reproduced.  The waters arose.  All sank and was submerged.  The sacred remnant, in the place appointed, emerged at later date from out the zone of safety.

The waters dissipated.  The solid ground emerged in certain destined places.  The Fifth o'er-ran the Sacred Land, and in their fivefold groups developed the lower Fifth.

They passed from stage to stage.  The watching Lords, recognising the rupas formed, gave a sign to the circulating Fourth and it speeded faster on its way.  When the lesser Fifth had midway passed and all the lesser four were peopling the land, the Lords of Dark Intent arose.  They said:  "Not so shall go the force.  The forms and rupas of the third and fourth, within the corresponding Fifth, approach too close the archetype.  The work is far too good."

They constructed other forms.  They called for cosmic fire.  The seven deep pits of hell belched forth the animating shades.  The incoming seventh reduced to order all the forms,—the white, the dark, the red, and shaded brown.

The period of destruction extended far on either hand.  The work was sadly marred.  The Chohans of the highest plane gazed in silence on the work.  The Asuras and the Chaitans, the Sons of Cosmic Evil, and the Rishis of the darkest constellations, [Page 29] gathered their lesser hosts, the darkest spawn of hell.  They darkened all the space.

* * * * *

From the coming of the heaven-sent One peace passed upon the earth.  The planet staggered and belched forth fire.  Part rose.  Part fell.  The form was changed.  Millions took other forms or ascended to the appointed place of waiting.  They tarried till the hour of progress should again sound forth for them.

* * * * *

The early Third produced the monsters, great beasts and evil forms.  They prowled upon the surface of the sphere.

The watery Fourth produced within the watery sphere, reptiles and spawn of evil fame, the product of their karma.  The waters came and swept away the progenitors of the fluidic spawn.

The separating Fifth built in the rupa sphere the concrete forms of thought.  They cast them forth.  They peopled the lower four, and like a black and evil cloud shut out the light of day.  The higher three were hid.

* * * * *

The war upon the planet had been waged.  Both sides descended into hell.  Then came the Conqueror of form.  He drew on the Sacred Fire, and purified the rupa levels.  The fire destroyed the lands in the days of the lesser Sixth.

When the Sixth appeared the land was changed.  The surface of the globe circled through another cycle.  Men of the higher Fifth mastered the lower [Page 30] three.  The work was shifted to the plane whereon the Pilgrim stood.  The lesser triangle within the lower auric egg became the centre of cosmic dissonance.]
1. The next Stanza seems to deal with historical events concerning the microcosm, man.

2. It carries the tone of The Secret Doctrine.
The Fifth progresseth and from the remnants of the Fourth multiplied and reproduced. 
3. We are no longer dealing with the early days of solar systemic creation, of planetary creation, or of the process of individualization, nor with the consummation of a particular historical period.
4. The “Fifth”, in this context, is the fifth rootrace.

5. As the Fifth progressed there were only remnants of the Fourth. They had been, to a great extent, wiped out by the floods, of which The Secret Doctrine said there were a number.
 The waters arose. 
6. We are speaking of the “Great Flood” which destroyed the major Atlantean land masses.

7. There was a flood which occurred millions of years ago (in the time and the second root-race) and also a “Great Flood” which occurred after the Aryan Race had begun; its date was some 850,000 years ago. (TSD II, 332) or perhaps 864,000 years ago. H.P.B. said that the reversal of polar magnetism caused this flood.
8. There was also a minor flood which caused the sinking of Poseidonis some 11,000 years ago— traditionally considered the last remnant of Atlantis. That said, Master DK tells us that the present United States was the center of the ancient Atlantean continent!

The United States of America was the centre of old Atlantis and hence inherited a psychic and ancient religious form which was existent and potently alive in that part of the world for many centuries. (DON 56)
 All sank and was submerged. 
9. We seem to be speaking of the “Great Flood” some 850,000 years ago. 

 The sacred remnant, in the place appointed, emerged at later date from out the zone of safety.

10. Here we deal with that remnant of the Fourth which could be used to seed the Fifth.
11. The Manu of the period (Vaivasvata Manu) arranged for the “zone of safety” and saved the nascent Fifth from submersion.
The waters dissipated.
12. The waters subsided. An extensive period of time is indicated.
  The solid ground emerged in certain destined places. 
13. These places were known by the Manu of the period Who guided the entire process. “The racial Vaivasvata saved the elect of humanity, the Fifth Race, from utter destruction.” (TSD, Vol. 2, 209)
14. “…there are periodical and ever-recurring cataclysms (by fire and water) that close the cycle of every Root-race. And it is this Vaivasvata, the Hindu ideal embodiment, called respectively Xisuthrus, Deukalion, Noah and by other names – who is the allegorical man who rescued our race, when nearly the whole population of one hemisphere perished by water, while the other hemisphere was awakening from its temporary obscuration."*
The Fifth o'er-ran the Sacred Land, 
15. This was the land which was reserved for the arising,  propagation  and flourishing of the fifth rootrace.

and in their fivefold groups developed the lower Fifth.

16. The groups of the fifth rootrace were apparently divided into five sections. The fifth rootrace, however, was to have seven divisions.

17. Note how the term “lower Fifth” is used, suggesting not a root-race, but a principle within the human constitution—the concrete mind.

They passed from stage to stage. 
18. We are discussing the uninhibited development of the fifth rootrace which began truly to develop manas, eventually to become the link to the fifth principle, the soul.

 The watching Lords,
19. Again, we can consider these as the Solar Angels, but They can as well be the members of the Spiritual Hierarchy of our planet, derived at this time, not from the elevation of advanced human beings, but from the 105 Kumaras Who came to our globe to supervise the development of humanity.

 recognising the rupas formed, gave a sign to the circulating Fourth and it speeded faster on its way. 
20. The development of the fourth root-race (the “Fourth” did not cease, but it developed  more quickly, simultaneously with the “Fifth”.

21. The suggestion here is that this group “the circulating Fourth” was nomadic.

 When the lesser Fifth had midway passed and all the lesser four were peopling the land, the Lords of Dark Intent arose. 
22. This text is laying the prepartion for the great battle between the Lords of the Dark Face and the Lords of the Shining Countenance. 

23. We have to understand the period of the occurrence of this great Atlantean War. Some suggest that it was some four million years ago, when the fifth rootrace was just arising, but only incipient.
24. Others suggest the rising of the “Lords of Dark Intent” occurred only once the fifth rootrace was established.

25. We seem to be given an interesting timing. The “Fifth” had midway passed and thus it seems that the third subrace of the Fifth had passed. The Fourth was continuing to spread, having been accelerated. Even today the Fourth is very present though the Fifth is predominant.

26. “All the lesser four” may suggest the first four subraces of the Fifth—though this brings us very much into relatively modern times.
 They said:  "Not so shall go the force.  The forms and rupas of the third and fourth, within the corresponding Fifth, approach too close the archetype.  The work is far too good."

27. These are the “Forces of Obstruction”—the Black Lodge, which seeks to prevent the third and fourth subraces of the fifth rootrace from reaching archetypal perfection. 

28. These root-races are, respectively, the Arabic/Semitic and the Celtic. Yet we must ask if the war induced by these Lords of Darkness was so recent?
They constructed other forms.
29. Forms which were not at all archetypal; forms which were, one presumes, misshapen and monstrous.
  They called for cosmic fire.
30. Apparently a fire to be misused and directed against the forms which were to destined by the Divine Plan.

  The seven deep pits of hell belched forth the animating shades
31. “Hell” is found particularly on the seventh subplane of the systemic astral plane, but this subplane has seven still subsidiary subplanes. Every systemic plane has forty-nine such divisions.
32. One presumes that forms which were not at all physical were created and released and that these “animating shades” had the power to obsess and possess men in their physical bodies.
33. Here we have an amazing narrative. It reminds one very much of the types found within the opposing armies in the Lord of the Rings. The evil army seemed hardly human.

 The incoming seventh reduced to order all the forms,
34. I would seem that the seventh ray is here referenced—though its cycle in this context is not given.

—the white, the dark, the red, and shaded brown.

35. These are the colors of the races of men which were extant at the time referenced by this Stanza—presumably times which went beyond the middle of Atlantis and which may, as well, have occurred in early Aryan times, almost a million years ago.
The period of destruction extended far on either hand.
36. There was a “Great War”. Was this the war described in the Mahabharata (perhaps some four millions years ago) or a later war which occurred at the time of the sinking of Ruta and Daitya, some 850,000 years ago? 

  The work was sadly marred. 
37. The “Forces of Obstruction” did indeed, obstruct and the archetypes were spoiled. We can assume that there resulted a period of degeneration in the racial form and a period of retardation in racial potential.
 The Chohans of the highest plane gazed in silence on the work.
38. These Chohans are great planetary Beings, and not the sixth degree initiates which arose from the ranks of men. Perhaps they can be considered Members of the 105 Kumaras which came to the Earth-globe to govern that globe and the development of humanity.

  The Asuras and the Chaitans,
39. The term “Asura” is a privative signifying ‘not- Sun-like’.

40. The Chaitans suggest the Agnichaitans which are devas of the lowest systemic plane—the etheric plane.

41. Thus, both suggest the forces darkness.

 the Sons of Cosmic Evil,
42. We note that “ Cosmic Evil” was evoked—not just planetary evil. We seem to be speaking about the members of the Black Lodge (which at that time seemed to be going through a period of empowerment on our planet).

 and the Rishis of the darkest constellations,
43. The names of these constellations are not given, of course. It seems that those on the left hand path work strongly with the energies of Scorpio and Capricorn. There are various constellations which represent apparently negative forces—Hydrus, Cetus, perhaps Serpens—constellations suggesting monsters and serpents.
 [Page 29] gathered their lesser hosts, the darkest spawn of hell.
44. These hosts seem to be the dark, unconscious devic beings through which the Black Lodge can work.

  They darkened all the space.

45. A period of spiritual darkness ensued when the “Forces of Obstruction” sought to hinder the progression of the Divine Plan.

46. We cannot be sure whether the following excerpts from Stanzas are given in chronological order. Obviously, sections have been deleted.
* * * * *

47. When do the following events occur? In these Stanzas, that which has yet to transpire, is sometimes considered to have happened.
48. The following paragraph indicates a period of great progress.

49. The “heaven-sent One” suggests a kind of ‘Teacher’ or ‘Savior’ Who was able to correct the nefarious efforts of the “Lords of Dark Intent.”
50. Which is the Great Teachers or representatives of Hierarchy is here indicated? This is not possible to determine immediately.

51. In some respects it seems a Christ-like Figure or Avatar—a Bringer of Peace, even as the Christ is to bring peace to troubled humanity during the Aquarian Age.

From the coming of the heaven-sent One peace passed upon the earth.  The planet staggered and belched forth fire.  Part rose.  Part fell.
52. It is predicted that there will be many Earth-changes occurring imminently—within the next thousand years.
Cataclysms of a world wide nature will occur during the next one thousand years; continents will be shaken; lands will be raised and submerged, culminating in the profound material disaster which will overtake the world towards the close of the fourth branch race of the sixth subrace.  This will usher in the infant sixth rootrace. (TCF 467)

53. This period, by the way, will be the period in which the Great Lord, the Christ, will be guiding humanity!

  The form was changed.  Millions took other forms or ascended to the appointed place of waiting. 
54. We seem to be discussing a general redemption or salvation.

55. The “appointed place of waiting” is a kind of pralayic condition, preparatory to renewed effort.

56. The “other forms” may be subtler and not related to the physical plane at all.

57. It is imminently expected that hundreds of millions or even billions upon the sixth ray will take other forms and will be temporarily abstracted into a kind of pralaya within the inner dimensions.

 They tarried till the hour of progress should again sound forth for them.

58. It was/is a time of progress and group abstraction—at time of achievement under the “heaven sent One”—sent either from Hierarchy or Shamballa or both.

59. These higher planetary Centers represent the true “heaven”.

* * * * *

60. The following statements appear in the nature of a recapitulation or summary of planetary process.
The early Third produced the monsters, great beasts and evil forms.  They prowled upon the surface of the sphere.
61. We seem to be speaking not of the third root-race but of the early third round. We seem to be speaking of the dinosaurs.

62. On the other hand, we may still be within the third round in its fourth division. 
The watery Fourth produced within the watery sphere, reptiles and spawn of evil fame, the product of their karma.  The waters came and swept away the progenitors of the fluidic spawn.

63. Can this be the fourth round. We learn from paleontology that the watery spheres were inhabited by great reptiles.
64. Can it be that one of the early floods swept away these evil creations.
The separating Fifth built in the rupa sphere the concrete forms of thought. 
65. We obviously cannot be speaking of the fifth round as it has not occurred.

66. Rather it can be the fifth rootrace which possessed the power of concrete thought or, perhaps, the fifth sub-race of the fourth root-race.
67. We must be speaking of those who possessed the power of concrete thought but were separative in their attitude.

68. There was also a time of the division of the sexes to which the name “separating fifth” may refer, but this took place within the third root race.
 They cast them forth. 
69. The thoughts were projected.
 They peopled the lower four, and like a black and evil cloud shut out the light of day.  The higher three were hid.
70. This can mean that the products of thought were active on the lower solar planes and, in general, within the personality of man
71. The divine aspect of man was hidden—the soul/triad.
* * * * *

The war upon the planet had been waged.
72. There were a number of these war – apparently a major one in Atlantis and perhaps one in early Aryan times when Ruta and Daitya were sunk.
  Both sides descended into hell. 
73. This tells of the horrific conditions of that war.
 Then came the Conqueror of form. 
74. This does not necessarily mean one individual. It could be the Spiritual Hierarchy or the solar angelic host. In The Secret Doctrine we read of the ways in which the higher solar beings destroyed ill-conceived forms.
75. We may be speaking here of the movement towards the initiation of man.
 He drew on the Sacred Fire,
76. This is solar fire, the fire of the soul, which had been shut out by the creation of concrete thoughtforms.
 and purified the rupa levels. 
77. The levels within the lower worlds had been defiled and the 
 The fire destroyed the lands in the days of the lesser Sixth.
78. This is part of the fiery purification. We may be dealing with purification by volcanic action during the later third spiritual—its sixth division.

When the Sixth appeared the land was changed. 
79. We may be dealing with the sixth sub-race of the fourth root-race.
 The surface of the globe circled through another cycle.
80. This does not appear to be a complete round cycle.

  Men of the higher Fifth mastered the lower [Page 30] three. 
81. Presumably this indicates men with a higher kind of fifth rootrace consciousness. The “lower three” would appear to be the three personality elementals.
 The work was shifted to the plane whereon the Pilgrim stood.
82. All depends on how we consider the “Pilgrim”: it is either the disciple, the Jiva (as the Monad), yet not the Monad on its own plane.

83. For these higher types of human beings, it could be that the work was shifted into the causal body where the incarnating Jiva was to be found. It could be that attention to soul culture developed, along with the possibility of initiation.
  The lesser triangle within the lower auric egg became the centre of cosmic dissonance.
84. This “lesser triangle” is the atomic triangle which, if unrelated to guidance from the higher triangle, becomes a selfish and separative factor—as it was in those who tread the left hand path.
[Page 31] 

STANZA XI
<Pages 31,32>

[STANZA XI
<Pages 31,32>

The wheel of life turns within the wheel of outer form.

The matter of Fohat circulateth, and its fire hardeneth all the forms.  The wheel that is not glimpsed moveth in rapid revolution within the slower outer case, till it weareth out the form.

The forty-nine fires burn at the inner centre.  The thirty-five circulating fiery vortices extend along the circle of the periphery.  Between the two passeth in ordered sequence the various coloured flames.

The great Triangles in their just arrangement hold hid the secret of the wheel of life.  The cosmic fire radiates as directed from the second sphere, controlled by the Ruler of the merging ray.  The cohorts of the third encircling sphere in varied ranks mark out the lesser threes.

The wheel of life still moves within the form.  The devas of the fourth connect the thirty-five, and blend them with the central forty-nine.  Above they work, seeking to merge the whole.  Upward they strive, who in their myriad forms revolve within the wheels of lesser magnitude.  The whole is one, yet on the lower spheres only the forms appear.  They seem in their divisions more than can be grasped or met.

The many circulate.  The forms are built, become too firm, are broken by the life, and circulate again.  The few revolve, holding the many in the heat of motion.  The one embraces all, and carries all from great activity into the heart of cosmic peace.]
The wheel of life turns within the wheel of outer form. [
1. These are similar to the two wheels of astrology: the Wheel of Consciousness and the Wheel of Form.

2. The wheels of outer form are really the revolving aspects of the lower aura.
3. [We can also talk about the lower aura of the Planetary Logos or Solar Logos—dealing only with the dense physical body and the etheric body 
4. Within these outer wheels of lesser extent turns the inner and yet more expansive causal body and even the “Monadic Wheel”.

5. Always bear in mind that planes are great spheres.
6. DK suggests that the outer spheres are slower in their rotation than the inner ones…

The matter of Fohat circulateth, and its fire hardeneth all the forms.
7. Fohat creates what we call on the cosmic physical plane “matter”.
8. Not only are the planes as a whole rotating from E to W but the subplanes as well. Every plane has a key note and the subplanes have the sub-keynotes—keyed to the atomic plane. Probably this suggests the way rotation occurs. The atomic subplane kas its own rotary measure, the rotations of the subplanes are correlated to that rate and measure. The entirety of the plane has its own rate and measure.
9. The matter of Fohat is related directly to that which was created by the First Pouring…

10. Fohat, in some ways, is equivalent to Brahma and both are related to the Holy Spirit and, thus, to the third aspect. It would seem that the matter created by Fohat is in constant motion as the third ray inclines it to be.
11. Fohat differentiates—and Saturn, the Divine Separator… Discriminating Essential Life…
12. Saturn rules the sign of crystallization, Capricorn 

13. This is an interesting function of Fohat—to harden all the forms. If we think about the relation of Fohat to Saturn (the major third ray planet) we can understand somewhat of this hardening.
  The wheel that is not glimpsed moveth in rapid revolution within the slower outer case, till it weareth out the form.
14. This presumably is the inner wheel—the wheel of life.
15. Yet, since all living spheres rotate, we might have to think about the rotation of the causal body/egoic lotus, which is inner to the outer form.

16. Can we be dealing with one of the reasons for the aging process which may be, at once with its debilitation, a refining process?

17. The following presents an extraordinary image.

18. We are dealing with a frictional “wearing-out”. Wear and tear.

19. Inner vehicles stronger? Certainly the causal body is stronger than all the personality vehicles. And the monadic vehicle is stronger than the causal body and more enduring.
20. But are these inner vehicles really ‘faster’ in rotation.

21. We do know that the matter on the higher planes is of a higher frequency in its vibration than matter of the lower planes.

The forty-nine fires burn at the inner centre.
22. Here are some quotations relating to the forty-nine fires:

The fires which were forty-nine in number proceeded then to do their work, and the prison bars grew firm as steel... But time persisted and the seven—each on his own lot—began to grow too large for the confining bars." (EXH 90)
4. Forty-nine Words related to the forty-nine subplanes or Fires.  These again are committed to the forty-nine Builders of the Sacred Fires. (IHS 143)

The question of the electrical manifestation of the akasha on the seven planes has therefore to be studied in its three main divisions, then plane by plane or the sevenfold consideration, and finally as the forty-nine [Page 331] fires.  Throughout it must be recollected that the subject is still further complicated by the factor of time which brings these forty-nine fires at different stages under different spheres of influence and under the three laws of the cosmos. (TCF 330-331)
In connection with Brahma, we have the Spirit aspect animating the three higher subplanes of every plane, or the first fire aspect.  His soul aspect is found on the fourth subplane of each plane whereon are situated the etheric centres of all manifested entities.  His substance aspect is primarily contacted on the three lower subplanes.  Hence we have the forty-nine fires of matter, or the seven fires of each plane, the union of the higher three and the lower three producing that blaze which we call the wheels of fire or the centres on the fourth subplane of each plane. (TCF 522)
1V. Through four permanent atoms . . . physical, astral, mental and buddhic.

1. Eight groups of solar Entities Who form the subjective life of the seven centres in the body of Brahma, viewing Him as a separate cosmic Entity, [Page 534] dissociated from His two brothers.  They are the seven Sons of Fohat, with the eighth Son included, and They are the final differentiation of the forty-nine fires, prior to Their union with the fire of Eros.  Thus is it expressed by H. P. B.74 (TCF 533-534)
All these spiritual Essences are individualised self-conscious Identities, and the "Fiery Lives" are real, and conscious, vital Existences.  Thus we see the Logos manifesting as One Unity yet Three in One; we see the threefold Unity differentiating into the seven great Lives, containing within Themselves all lesser lives.

Another broad differentiation must next be touched upon:

[Page 631] 

a. The seven Fires form the forty-nine Fires. [Fohatic]
b. The seven Heavenly Men manifest through forty-nine lesser Rays.

c. The seven Spirits shew forth as forty-nine Existences. (TCF 630-631)

We have here a subdivision of the seventh subplane of the cosmic physical plane making the lowest manifestation one that is divided into forty-nine subplanes or states of activity.  For purposes of active work, the devas of the system are divided into forty-nine groups—the forty-nine fires. (TCF 635)

The Pitris who formed the egoic body of a human being do not—alone and isolated—form planetary Logoi.  The forty-nine groups of solar fires concerned in the great work are those spoken of, and they become the forty-nine planetary Logoi in connexion with seven solar systems. (TCF 879)
 The thirty-five circulating fiery vortices extend along the circle of the periphery. 
23. [Just as the third ray includes all the four Rays of Attribute, do these 35 fires include all the fires of the lesser planes?
24. We seem to be looking at a circle which involves the three highest planes.

25. We should find fiery vortices on each of the seven solar planes, making forty-nine in all.
26. In relation to the logoic plane, there are forty-nine
27. In relation to the atmic plane there are thirty five.

28. One would expect forty-two in relation to the monadic plane.

29. In this instance the atmic plane serves as the periphery.
 Between the two passeth in ordered sequence the various coloured flames.
30. At least seven colored flames for the seven rays, and maybe 42 flames of varying hue…

31. One would expect this area “between” to be the monadic plane, involving the number forty-two.
32. In ordered sequence—because that is the 7th plane from a certain perspective…counting from above on the cosmic astral plane 
33. The trinity, Life-Quality-Appearance seems to apply.

The great Triangles in their just arrangement hold hid the secret of the wheel of life. 
34. Where is Shamballa ‘located’?

35. “Just arrangement” suggests Libra and the seventh ray. Libra the sign of archetypes…

36. We have to determine whether the “wheel of life” is to be interpreted in a cosmic or solar systemic sense. Although we could extend to the cosmic perspective, it may be more practical to consider the solar systemic perspective.

37. Perhaps the “wheel of life” represents the inner sphere, the sphere logoic.

38. We can think here of great Shamballic arrangements.

It is a world of pure energy, of light and of directed force; it can be seen as streams and centres of force, all forming a pattern of consummate beauty, all potently invocative of the world of the soul and of the world of phenomena; it therefore constitutes in a very real sense the world of causes and of initiation. (DINA II 293)
39. Perhaps some of these arrangements are triangular. Perhaps some involve the triangles formed between the stars of the Great Bear, Pleiades and our solar system; or the stars of the Great Bear, Pleiades and our Earth.
40. Are we, however, focusing on the cosmic physical plane—that is the question? We shall proceed somewhat as if we are.
 The cosmic fire radiates as directed from the second sphere, controlled by the Ruler of the merging ray. 
41. The “second sphere” is the monadic plane.

42. The “merging ray” is the second ray and its Ruler is the Second Ray Lord—but we must determine the context of this Ray Lord—intra-planetary or extra-planetary.
43. But cosmic fire as discussed in this book, is generally the fire of the cosmic mental plane…which is qualified by the fifth ray and the second ray….

44. The solar fire we access is derived from cosmic fire…a combination of the second and fifth rays, as cosmic fire is usually discussed in this book..

45. How is the monadic plane related to cosmic fire as we have just described it? We are told of cosmic SOLAR fire, as the fire of the Solar Angels…We are getting the solar fire from the causal body of the our Solar Logos…
46. The second plane the monadic plane is ruled by R2 which is the same ray as solar fire from the Heart of the Sun on the cosmic mental plane, higher level… SO—the second plane or sphere has va very close relation to solar fire, it is the highest plane of solar fire in the body of Agni on the cosmic physical plane.
 The cohorts of the third encircling sphere in varied ranks mark out the lesser threes.
47. What has the number three to do with the atmic plane? Symbol of the atmic plane is the triangle 
48. Term “cohorts” is so often used in relation to devas which are relatively lower and which relate to the third aspect. The third aspect of divinity is working through the third plane. Lesser builders… lesser threes and Lesser Builders…
49. The atmic plane is here, I think the “third encircling sphere”.

50. It is interesting to see triangles associated with the first aspect and “lesser threes” with the third. Higher triangles on the wheel of life are reflected in lesser three in the outer atmic wheel—of form…
51. We begin to realize that this Stanza could have cosmic as well as systemic implications.

52. We learn something about the higher three in relation to the Brahmic aspect:

Each of the three Persons of the Trinity manifests equally as does a man, as Spirit, Soul or Ego, and Substance.  In connection with Brahma, we have the Spirit aspect animating the three higher subplanes of every plane, or the first fire aspect.  His soul aspect is found on the fourth subplane of each plane whereon are situated the etheric centres of all manifested entities.  His substance aspect is primarily contacted on the three lower subplanes.  Hence we have the forty-nine fires of matter, or the seven fires of each plane, the union of the higher three and the lower three producing that blaze which we call the wheels of fire or the centres on the fourth subplane of each plane. (TCF 522)

The wheel of life still moves within the form.  The devas of the fourth connect the thirty-five, and blend them with the central forty-nine. 
53. From the solar logoic perspective the “form” may be considered the entire cosmic physical plane.

54. May we presume that the groups of the “devas of the fourth” number twenty-eight?
55. We seem to have a reversal of the ways the groups are usually numbered on the planes—with a smaller no of groups on the higher planes.
56. We might ask, however, how the devas of the fourth can serve as intermediaries between the thirty-five and the central forty-nine.
57. But what really are the “devas of the fourth”--
 Above they work, seeking to merge the whole. 
58. Do not the “devas of the fourth” apply to the fourth plane?

59. Of course, in reflection of the second ray, they, too, would be merging devas.

60. We have also to consider the role of the Fourth Creative Hierarchy, whose home is on the monadic plane.

 Upward they strive, who in their myriad forms revolve within the wheels of lesser magnitude. 
61. Fundamentally we seem to be dealing with great plane wheels.

62. The “wheels of lesser magnitude” can be thought of as the three lower planes.

63. Lesser forms (living in these lesser wheels) are striving upwards.
64. What we seem to be seeing is the lives imprisoned in the dense physical body of the Solar Logos and Planetary Logos striving towards the cosmic etheric planes. 

 The whole is one, yet on the lower spheres only the forms appear.
65. We are speaking of developments within the world of form which from the cosmic perspective (which is also the solar logoic perspective) are occurring on the cosmic physical plane.
66. The multiplicity of all forms cannot hide the fact that the Life of all the spheres and all their forms is One Life.
  They seem in their divisions more than can be grasped or met.
67. So great is the diversity of lives upon the planes of the solar system that the mind of man is overwhelmed in the attempt to grasp the diversity or deal with it.
The many circulate.  The forms are built, become too firm, are broken by the life, and circulate again. 
68. The forms are in constant motion, as is the life of Fohat. The second aspect builds the forms.

69. The third aspect of divinity hardens the forms. [Fohat is hardening the forms. Saturn is involved in this; there is mobility with Fohat and its fire also causes rigidity] Perhaps we are talking about the first aspect of Fohat causing rigidity…
70. The first aspect of divinity breaks the forms.

71. We move from circulation/fluidity to hardening to shattering. 
 The few revolve, holding the many in the heat of motion.  The one embraces all, and carries all from great activity into the heart of cosmic peace. [The purpose of systemic activity and its resolution into peace]
72. Refinement occurs through friction, due to circulation and collision and relationships which have to be adjusted

73. We are basically discussing the Ray of Activity and its actions.

74. “Heat” is related to fire by friction and this third aspect. Activity, we know from physics and chemistry, increases with heat.
75. The great containing wholes revolve (in the planetary sense) and carry the many along with them.

76. The One embraces all forms (in their constant circulation and activity). 

77. The activity of all the forms gives way to the stillness and peace into which the third aspect of divinity resolves.

78. The third ray works through Libra which is also the sign of Shamballic Peace.

79. Heart of cosmic peace is pralaya! The balance of pralaya is Libra; pralaya is Pisces… Both ruled by Venus…

80. This whole Stanza is about the many activities and changes within the world of form—the cosmic physical plane. It tells us how this activity proceeds and its final end. Activity, its purpose and end.
81. There IS a rate of rotation of the entire cosmic physical ATOM…About 100,000

82. Refinement is coming from the inside—out. The outer forms cannot take the pressure of the faster inner rotation and wear out… In the process of being worn out refinement occurs…
83. Venus leads to perfect archetypal relationship at the end of a long struggle…Venus in Pisces exalted…

84.  Venus the Refiner

85. “He is like a refiner’s fire.”

86. Through rotation refinement occurs…

87. Cycles facilitate assimilation…
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STANZA XII
<Pages 32,33>

[STANZA XII
<Pages 32,33>

The Blessed Ones hide Their threefold nature but reveal Their triple essence by means of the three great groups of atoms.  Three are the atoms and threefold the radiation.

The inner core of Fire hides itself and is known only through radiation and that which radiates.  Only after the blaze dies out and the heat is no longer felt can the fire be known.]
The Blessed Ones hide Their threefold nature
1. The “Blessed Ones” are considered to be Monads, or as Jivas which emanate from the Monad and pass through the experiences of the five lower worlds.
2. As we can see from Chart VIII in TCF, 817, the Monad is threefold—Will, Wisdom and Activity. 
3. This part of the Monad is “hidden” during the expression of the Monad through its vehicles in the five lower worlds.

 but reveal Their triple essence by means of the three great groups of atoms. 
4. These are the higher permanent atoms—the atmic permanent atom, the buddhic permanent atom and the manasic permanent atom.

5. There are three great groupings of these atoms. Every Monad works through three of them.

6. The essence of the Monad, a “triple essence” works through these three types of atoms: Will through the atmic permanent atom; Wisdom through the buddhic permanent atom; and Activity through the manasic permanent atom.

 Three are the atoms
7. Within the spiritual triad...

 and threefold the radiation.

8. Each of the triadal permanent atoms has a threefold radiation because these are atoms with three major spirillae and not seven, as the two lower permanent atoms (the physical permanent atom and astral permanent atom) have.

The inner core of Fire hides itself and is known only through radiation and that which radiates. 
9. We are here dealing with the fire at the center of the Monad. Just as there is a fire within the "Jewel in the Lotus" so there is a “Fire” or point within the Triangle, at the heart of the Monad.

10. In Rule XIII for Applicants to Initiation, we read words which are reminiscent of the radiatory fire of the Monad.

Four things the disciple must learn and comprehend before he can be shewn that inmost mystery:  first, the laws of that which radiates; the five meanings of magnetisation make the second; the third is transmutation, or the secret lost of alchemy; and lastly the first letter of the Word which has been imparted, or the hidden name egoic.  (IHS 207)
11. The applicant is learning about the radiation of the Monad. The next required learning concerns the fivefold soul.
 Only after the blaze dies out and the heat is no longer felt can the fire be known.

12. The “blaze” is the conflagration which occurs when the causal body is destroyed. It is after that destruction that the true “Fire” of the Monad can be known for what it is. Presumably this follows the fourth initiation and takes place during the fifth and especially during the sixth.
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STANZA XIII
<Pages 33,35>

[STANZA XIII
<Pages 33,35>

Through the band of violet that encircleth the Heavens passeth the globe of purple dark.  It passeth and returneth not.  It becometh enrapt in the blue.  Three times the blue enfoldeth, and when the cycle is completed the purple fadeth and is merged into the rose, and the path again is traversed.

Three the great colours in the cycle that counteth as the fourth, violet, blue and rose, with the basic purple in revolution.

Four are the colours secondary in the cycle of discrimination in which the revolution taketh place.  It is circled to the midmost point and somewhat passed.  Yellow the band that cometh, orange the cloud that hideth, and green for vivification.  Yet the time is not yet.

Many the circling fires; many the revolving rounds, but only when the complementary colours recognise their source, and the whole adjusteth itself to the seven will be seen completion.  Then will be seen each colour in adjustment right, and the cessation of revolution.]
1. This Stanza expresses in terms of colour the progress towards completion of the planetary process (but also of the solar systemic and microcosmic processes). [
Through the band of violet that encircleth the Heavens
2. A band is a sphere…

3. This may be the sphere of the etheric body, the color of which is characteristically violet.
 passeth the globe of purple dark.
4. [of the five non-sacred planets what do they represent
a. Sun – ahamkara—personality

b. Pluto – the mind

c. Mars – the astral body
d. Earth – the etheric body 

e. Moon – the dense physical body

5. Color of the Moon is considered purple or violet. Color of Cancer which the Moon rules, purple or violet—And Cancer—

6. Now look at this:

a. Aries – mental body 

b. Taurus - astral body

c. Gemini – etheric body 

d. Cancer – dense physical body   
7.   I am saying that the dense physical body is symbolized by PURPLE…
8. The four ethers have these colors:

a. First lavender

b. Second light violet

c. Third violet

d. Fourth, purple
9. How many physical globes in our planetary chain—only one, ours…
10. This may be the fourth globe—the material globe. Dark purple represents greater density than violet.
11. I am making a case for the symbolism of dense physical matter being ‘purple’—fourth position and related to the ray which rules outer density, the seventh.

12. The colors used by the Black Lodge are lurid  green, loathsome purple and brown…

13. Purple is also the color of the fourth and lowest ether which we can compare with the fourth and lowest globe of a chain of seven.

  It passeth and returneth not. 
14. Could it be the Moon—which once had a physical outer expression of dense physical matter..

15. Something is happening to density in our second ray, form-building solar system…

16. Through the process of etherealization, the sphere of density will pass and disappear. It will not re-precipitate.
17. Can we be dealing with the gradual etherealization of the planetary chain? Yes, and of a globe, yes, and of a scheme yes, and of the dense physical nature of all planets in our solar system, eventually…
18. Generically the globe can be the outer shell of any structure in our solar system including the solar system itself…

19. A certain layer of the expression of our Solar Logos is fading away and will not return…..
 It becometh enrapt in the blue. 
20. It is absorbed in synthetic blue—i.e., indigo.
21. The absorbent indigo absorbing the color which represents established forms.
22. We can be dealing with the merging of the etheric-physical plane into the astral plane—whether considering this merging in relation to the solar system or in relation to the planetary scheme.
23. OR—eventually, that which is the soul (and whose generic color is blue (with rose) will absorb the life which is leaving the dense physical plane).
Three times the blue enfoldeth,
24. What if our subject is the transformations of our solar system and its gradual etherealization?

25. What if our main subject is the changes in the solar system through the incarnational process?
26. Does the Solar Logos die? Does the Solar Logos lose his body?
27. Yes, or there would not be five solar systems so far…

28. Of those solar systems, three are major!
29. There are three major solar systems, and each one of them ends through absorption into the cosmic astral plane.
30. Our Solar Logos is also the “Blue Logos” and all His outer manifestation represented by the purple and the violet will be absorbed into the synthesizing indigo which expresses his soul.

31. The causal body of the Solar Logos, just like the causal body of man, absorbs all the lower principles after each incarnation.
32. Three major second ray solar systems—because the soul ray of the Solar Logos is the second, represented by the blue.
33. The blue absorbs and synthesizes the outer purple and violet and also the lesser blue and lesser orange of the cosmic astral plane body and the cosmic mental plane body of the Solar Logos  
and when the cycle is completed the purple fadeth
34. Maybe in the next solar system there will be no more densest first solar system matter to express through, but only etheric matter…

35. There will be no more solar systems. The solar systems are expressed on the cosmic physical plane, the color of which may be considered purple and violet.

36. All forms of a physical or etheric nature fade out. There will be the etherealization of matter.

37. Purple compared to violet is materiality compared with ethereality—the ethers.

38. The redeemed astral plane will receive the energy. This redeemed astral energy is represented by the colour rose.
39. This process can be seen microcosmically as well, in relation to the human being.
40. With regard to purple and some other colors the following should be taken into consideration:

Some of the information given in The Secret Doctrine anent colour and sound concerns the first solar system and some concerns a portion of the second solar system.  The distinction has naturally not been apprehended, but as a key fact for studying in the newer school, the revelation will be great.  In this statement as to the esoteric significance of the colours I would have you now tabulate (even though it can be found in The Secret Doctrine), in order to form the basis of such later communications as I may seek to impart.


Exoteric
Esoteric


Purple

Blue


Yellow 
Indigo


Cream

Yellow
If Crème is a light brown, there is a transmutation into intelligence and a readiness to move to the second solar system..

White

Violet (LOM 224)
Sometimes the opposite with White and Violet
 and is merged into the rose, and the path again is traversed.

41. Watch the meaning of “traversed” ==does it mean step across or passing through a section of the path from point a to point body?

42. The Path of Aspiration and Evolution continue. The Path may lead forward and away from old forms, and possibly towards new.
43. We are ready to move on into another form through the incarnational process…
Three the great colours in the cycle that counteth as the fourth,
44. We are speaking of the fourth round(s), either the fourth chain round or the fourth scheme round.
45. From the solar systemic perspective, it seems there is also a great fourth round occurring.
 violet, blue and rose, with the basic purple, in revolution.

46. This should be checked against TCF 600, to see which are the most important rounds.
7 Rays
Major 1-2-7

Four subsidiary converging on the fifth.

7 Principles
3 Major
Monad, Ego and Personality, synthesising at various stages        the four subsidiary.

7 Chains

Major 1-4-7


7 Planes

Major 2-5-7


7 Manvantaras
Major 3-4-7 [Are these larger rounds—scheme and systemic?]


7 Rounds
Major 4-5-7


7 Root races
Major 3-5-7


7 Sub races
Major 1-5-6


7 Initiations
Major 1 4 5
if viewed from the angle of human attainment, and 1-5-7 if viewed from a higher. (TCF 600)

47. Violet suggests an etheric emphasis; blue and rose suggest the astral emphasis combining the second and sixth rays. Rose is the rose of redemption (the Rosy Cross) and blue the basic second ray tint of the causal body on the higher mental plane.
48. If purple is “basic” it refers to the dense physical plane—in solar and cosmic contexts.

49. The causal body of blue and rose absorbs the energies and forces of all the lesser planes.

50. The following shows blue and rose associated with the causal body:

Riseth the cave of beauty rare, of colour iridescent.  Shineth the walls with azure tint, bathed in the light of rose.  The blending shade of blue irradiates the whole and all is merged in gleaming. (TCF 22)
Far off, dim and most vaguely seen, appears an oval opening, its colour blue. Stretched athwart this space of blue, a rosy cross is seen, and at the centre of the cross, where four [Page 676] arms meet, a rose. Upon the upper limb, a vibrant diamond shines, within a star five-pointed. (DINA I 675-676)

51. The blue and rose of the astral body initially absorb the disappearing ethers after physical plane death.

52. Why blue and rose—the love coming in, Reappearance of the Christ and the appearance of the second ray soul of our Planetary Logos in this round..

53. Why violet…. Four is a number of manifestation and so is seven…Something of the Divine Plan is anchored in this round—it will be the love aspect (blue rose) anchored etherically (violet) in this round…Manifesting the soul of our Planetary Logos (second ray) in a visible manner…
54. Yellow as the complement of violet—both related to buddhi, yellow, man and buddhi, and violet, Solar Logos and buddhi
Four are the colours secondary in the cycle of discrimination in which the revolution taketh place.
55. What does revolution mean? Revolution means changing direction and overthrowing a past tradition…Revolution in favor of the soul… Uranus is the esoteric ruler of Libra the sign of decision…
56. How about round four as the cycle of discrimination?

57. Would these be red, green, yellow and orange? Violet and purple must be considered two varieties of the same.

58. The number four, which is associated with Mercury, suggests discrimination—the siddhi found upon the fourth subplane of the mental plane.

  It is circled to the midmost point and somewhat passed. 
59. We are definitely speaking of the rounds of the Earth-chain. The “midmost point” is three and a half rounds, and we have (because we are in the fifth root-race of this Earth-globe) somewhat passed the “midmost point”.

 Yellow the band that cometh,
60. We are moving towards a buddhic emphasis, for in relation to the human family, yellow is the color of buddhi. The correlation is with yellow Mercury.
 orange the cloud that hideth,
61. The orange is found upon the higher mental plane and is the basic color of the causal body which hides the higher spiritual nature. It is ultimately the Spirit aspect that is hidden.
62. We remember a name of the Fifth Ray Lord—“The Cloud upon the Mountaintop”

 and green for vivification. 
63. Green is a healing color and will be used in the newer form of healing precisely for the purposes of vivification.

64. These three colors, by the way, are those which were particularly strong in the last solar system. Green is the basic hue of the Primordial Ray expressed in the previous solar system; orange represents a subray of the green. Yellow is considered an exoteric color of the fifth ray.
Yellow is another of the colours that have come to us from system 1.  The blending of blue and of yellow in that system had much to do with the production of activity.  Yellow harmonises, it marks completion and fruition.  Note how in autumn, when the processes of Nature have run their course and the cycle is complete, the yellow of the autumn is spread upon the landscape.  Note also that when the sun pours unimpeded down the yellow of the harvest is also to be seen.  So it is in the [Page 215] life of the spirit. (LOM 215-216)

This orange comes in as a vibration set up by a cosmic ray, for you have to remember that this fifth ray (just as the fifth plane and the fifth principle) is closely allied to the cosmic ray of the intelligence, or to that activity aspect that found its great expression in the first solar system. (LOM 216)

In the activity system you have the third aspect of universal mind or activity, demonstrating through the orange of the concrete sub-ray......adaptability through form—form which perfectly expresses that latent activity. (LOM 218)

Therefore to return to what I earlier said, this orange comes in as a vibration set up by the earlier cosmic ray of activity in the earlier solar system; the force of orange (which is scientific apprehension by the intelligence) comes in to perfect the link between spirit and form, between life and the vehicles through which it is seeking expression. (LOM 218)
 Yet the time is not yet.

65. We are not yet to the time when the buddhic yellow will be established, nor when the orange which hides can be penetrated. Green so far represents a somewhat resistant retrogression and cannot yet be used exclusively for vivification.

66. Perhaps during the sixth rootrace this will change. It will certainly be changed by the middle of the fifth chain round.

Many the circling fires; 
67. The “circling fires” can be considered as chakras.
68. We are told of the circulation in Stanza XI. Because the plane through which the fires express, rotate…
many the revolving rounds, 
69. The “revolving rounds” are of several kinds.
70. They all have their qualities and colors.
but only when the complementary colours recognise their source,
71. The complementary colors are as opposites, but are generated by yet another color. Perhaps the source is the all inclusive white.
72. We are dealing, in general, with the resolution of the pairs of opposites.

73. White light…

74. The Yin-Yang diagram….shows something about the merging of opposites…
 and the whole adjusteth itself to the seven
75. Not to the seventh, but to the seven. There must be a balance between the source and the emanating seven.

 will be seen completion. 
76. Seven signifies completion. All the colors which have been in evidence are now balanced without any overemphasis, yet the indigo will still remain the most prominent due the soul ray of our Solar Logos.

 Then will be seen each colour in adjustment right, and the cessation of revolution.

77. Revolution is caused by imbalance and undue emphasis in one direction or another. When all is resolved after seven rounds, these imbalances will disappear and the cause for movement be transcended.

78. Winds and flows of air are also caused by adjoining imbalances. If all places of the Earth were at a similar temperature, there would be no need for such flows to create greater balance.
79. The rounds now have led to a perfect balancing of color within the One…and there is no need for further action along this line, because the balance is achieved. Go into pralaya and start again…

80. The One is achieved because all relations are right….Not color clashes. No clashing notes…All geometry adjusted..the Many are the One…
