For-Give ~ Altruism

AAB-DK: "...a forgiveness which is based upon a recognition of the
universality of human error in the past, and the fact that there is no
blame to be apportioned to this or that group, nation or church, but
that we have all made mistakes, have all failed to understand, and
have all been guilty of lack of love and of tolerance. It is not,
therefore, a forgiveness which is based on a spirit of magnanimity or
a sense of expediency or superiority, but upon a desire to forget the
past, and to push [648] forward into the New Age and participate in
the new social order, free from the ancient hatreds, relinquishing the
memory of the old mistakes in policy, judgment and method, and
ignoring the habitual barriers and our normal separative instincts."
Esoteric Psychology II

On Forgetting, Forgiving... and Karma.

Fourteen Rules for Group Initiation
Rule Two

"Let there be no recollection and yet let memory rule. Work from the
point of all that is within the content of the group's united life."
TSR V

Do not be dragged down by re-collections, but do extract the wise
essence learned from errors past, and move on... Life is movement. 

In for-giving --like the "sacrifice" of the perfume freely given forth
by the rose-- we should not get ("for-get") any self-interest. There
may be a subtle self-interest in the act of forgiving... even that
speck of dust must disappear from the diamond of the Heart.

And Libra is related to the Lords of Karma...

***
AAB-DK: 

Libra - Guards the secret of balance, of equilibrium and finally
speaks the word which releases the initiate from the power of the
Lords of Karma. TSR III, 165

Saturn is one of the most potent of the four Lords of Karma and forces
man to face up to the past, and in the present to prepare for the
future. Such is the intention and purpose of karmic opportunity. TSR
III, 164

***
--------------------------------------

EOH, p. 165:  "Forgiveness is sacrifice, and is the giving up of one's self, even of one's very life, for the sake of others and for the good of the whole group....Manifestation is itself the Great Forgiveness."  

 

The key here is sacrifice for the good of the larger group and humanity as a whole.  So much of the bitterness in the world today is due to the fact that each person or group takes and holds to each offence or inury as a personal afront, then seeks retaliation.  Hence, world terrorism, as one example.   

-------------------------------------------------------------------

probably everyone has something to handle anent forgiveness - to forgive oneself and to forgive others, but some of us seem to get that as a theme in our lives, and we have to struggle with it. It is quite a difference to forgive some harsh words or a broken promise or something directed towards a group you belong to and to forgive when the basis for your or your beloved one's existence and wellfare has been threatened. Sometimes the first step to forgive is to forgive oneself that one cannot forgive! That creates an acceptance and relaxation from where true forgiveness can grow. 

 

On a personal level: 

- To forgive is not to accept wrong doings. 

- Forgiveness does not require that you like the personality of the perpetrator, but that you recognise his/her soul and path. 

- To confront the perpetrator is an act of Love. 

- To forgive is the work of the forgiver alone. 

- Reconciliation is the work of at least two persons.

- True reconciliation requires truth. 

 

What has helped me most in my own forgiveness process is what i call "eternal thinking" - universal perspective and proportion and understanding of karma. 

 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
445. Around the concept of forgiveness there is a great lack of understanding. One who has forgiven someone assumes that he has accomplished something out of the ordinary, whereas he has merely preserved his own karma from complications. The forgiven one thinks that all has been ended, but, of course, karma remains ahead of him. True, the forgiving one did not intervene in the karma of the forgiven one and thus has not made it more burdensome, but the very law of karma remains with both participants. The Lords of Karma can alter this to a certain extent if the fire of purification flashes out brightly, but such a flame cannot easily be set alight.


Great sacrifices have been performed for the kindling of the fire. One must revere the memory of such self-sacrificing deeds. Beauty lives on in such calls. Neither time nor human confusion can stifle the calls to self-sacrifice. The covenants of Brotherhood also tell about this same thing. It is beautiful that even now the concept that has existed throughout the ages is not forgotten.


Let us not reject even a little understanding of the supermundane path.

Agni Yoga- Brotherhood

205. Urusvati knows that the Supermundane should not be under​stood only as extraterrestrial. Included in the study of life are the higher worlds and the highest concepts. Earthly life is built upon immutable laws, an understanding of which includes the correlation of all the worlds and acceptance of the true impor​tance of the Subtle World. 

 
It is correctly pointed out that people are incarnated for specific purposes. For example, humiliated and tortured people return to Earth to remind others about their unacknowledged rights, but most of these people cannot overcome the desire for revenge and retribution, and few reach the noble heights of all-forgive​ness and pure self-per​fectment. There are those who return to the very place where they were abused and mistreat​ed and wreak terri​ble vengeance. They hide them​selves among the common peo​ple, bringing about sedition and hindering the prog​ress of the coun​try.


If people understood the consequences of this violence, they would be more effective in the building of their country, but few care to understand that blood shed in hatred is in need of purifica​tion. Thus, many times have We reminded you about the need for self-perfectment and an understanding of the Subtle World. Each one of Us has called to people in order to provide this knowledge. Agni Yoga Supermundane
47. Man prays for forgiveness, yet fails to alter his manner of living. Man bewails his misfortune, but does not abandon a single habit which brought him into his state of sorrow. Just praying for forgiveness has no meaning if it is not accompanied by reformation of life. It is not sorrow but hypocrisy when the Higher Wisdom is burdened by self-pity. Equally meaningless is enforced prayer. As long as people do not comprehend the significance of the link with the Higher World, they only blaspheme by the insincerity of their prayers. One cannot lie before Truth, nor conceal anything in the face of all-pervading Light. Moreover, why conceal that which is sacred and justified by the heart? The bond with the Higher World will be attractive when the heart affirms its own judgment. Agni Yoga -AUM

...the following factors - underlying the very structure of existence itself - [129] are preserved and developed and are held before the race as that which is ultimately ideal: 

1. The recognition of hierarchical status, which is, in the last analysis, the relation of the lesser to the greater, of the weaker to the stronger and of the more experienced to the less experienced. Thereby the sense of protection is developed, which is the working out of one form of the love aspect in the universe. 

2. The recognition of responsibility, inherited, applied or shouldered. This is the relation of the older to the younger, of the wise to the ignorant. Thereby the need of providing opportunity for the unfoldment of knowledge is developed. 

3. The recognition of the faculty of forgiveness, which is, or rather should be, the _expression of the relationship between unit and unit within the larger group, or of group and group within a still larger whole. Forgiveness is essentially the process whereby each gives to each along psychical lines, and it is one of the rudimentary expressions of the quality of self-sacrifice which is, in its turn, an aspect of the will nature of Deity. Being therefore related to the monadic or will life, it is as yet completely misunderstood and misinterpreted. It is in reality the sense of synthesis or of identification and of "each for all and all for each." This sense is being developed today as never before, but it is still so embryonic that words do not help in explaining it. This faculty of forgiveness is not a form of magnanimous forgetting or overlooking, neither is it a gesture of superiority whereby the slate is wiped clean. It is the very breath of life itself - the giving of all to all and for all. 

4. The recognition of group interplay within the larger world relationship - justly, harmoniously and [130] rhythmically. It is the sense of right relations, carried forward consciously and harmoniously developed. EAI
 

Forgiveness is "to give-forth LOVE where there is not Love yet."
 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
By the "Great Forgiveness" I take it to mean the Great Cosmic Sacrifice of Itself during manifestation, which is the true meaning of the Cross and Crucifixion -- self-sacrifice for the good of the lives that are thereby served and redeemend.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

i can understand manifestation as forgiveness seeing it as cyclic in nature. But the impetus for the very first manifestation i remember as the Will of All to know Itself. And, in a way, to know oneself is to for-give.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Forgiveness has come out as a strong group keynote revealed during
this full moon in LIBRA... Isn't forgiveness a good application of the
principle "I CHOOSE THE WAY WHICH LEADS BETWEEN THE TWO GREAT LINES OF
FORCE?"
---------------------------------------------------
 

The one on karma is great, and summarises much. That's why one can say that it is an act of love to confront the perpetrator and put things straight, e.g. through court: it gives the perpetrator the chance to realise the hurt done, and to influence/accept karma and better adapt to soul purpose, whether soul is recognised or not. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Forgiveness: Aries

Reconciliation: Gemini

Liberation: Libra

 

Forgiveness in Aries initiates Reconciliation in Gemini leading to Liberation in Libra. 

 

Forgiveness in its most universal sense then being the very starting point (Aries) for soul and personality fusion (Gemini) and unconditional love as basis for right human relationship in Libra. Or, with other words, can we fuse soul and personality without forgiveness as an integrated part of our selves. I think not. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 

While I was reading your message on this beautiful autumn day, I noticed that there were two bluejays  flying quite close to our window.   After initially fighting for something   that I could neither see nor figure out, all of a sudden they made their peace , flying  and fluttering  playfully for some time ... As I watched that lovely  lightness of being, the words of Martin Luther King,Jr.  "Love the sinner but hate the sin" came to mind.

Love,

Rosa B.

---
 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.:
AN APPLICATION OF EVERYTHING WE HAVE STUDIED
The Old Law and the New Law
.Jesus preached that "an eye for an eye" would be
replaced with "Love God and love your neighbor" as the principle 
upon which religious life should be based. I trained our demonstrators to concentrate on the behavior and the legal system, and to fight against unjust law rather than to concentrate on the people who enforce those laws. Love the sinner but hate the sin; do not react violently to your fellow human being, but do whatever you can to end the unjust system.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

one of the big hooks in forgiveness work: the acceptance that the one we forgive is more often than not unaware of the harm being done, or deny the very action. […..] Forgiveness is not the same as giving in to wrong actions. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 The "very simple" quote I gave you, was the seed-thought for a 9-day-eneagram meditation. It was amazing what came out of it. SIMPLICITY GATHERS THE WHOLE WORLD. Also "my" quote.
 

 I agree entirely with you as regards taking to court to the "perpetrator" to give him the "chance" of relieving some karma....at present I have two legal processes and I have found that these two Brother perpetrators had been causing "very similar" damage to others for long years...but at least in Argentina it is very expensive to pay for the administrative process in order to "be accepted" in court. This caused that  so many Brothers have been unable to afford the process and the damage grew bigger in a double perspective: non-stop negative karma for both sides .
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
"One of my fundamental convictions is that basic human nature is more disposed toward compassion and affection. Basic human nature is gentle, not aggressive or violent. This goes hand in hand with Father Laurence´s statement that all human beings share the same divine nature. I would also argue that when we examine the relationship between mind, or consciousness, and body, we see that wholesome attitudes, emotions, and states of mind, like compassion, tolerance and forgiveness, are  strogly connected with physical health and well-being. They enhance physical well-being, whereas negative or unwholesome attitudes and emotions -anger, hatred, disturbed states of mind-undermine physical health. I would argue that this correspondence shows that our basic human nature is closer to the wholesome attitudes and emotions.
After you have reflected upon the virtues of tolerance and patience and feel convinced of the need to develop and enchance them within you, you should then look at different types and levels of patience and tolerance. For example, in the Buddhist texts three types of tolerance and patience are described. The first is the state of resolute indifference-one is able to bear pain or suffering and not be overwhelmed by them- That is the first level. In the second state, one is not only able to bear such sufferings, but is also, if necessary, prepared and even willing to take upon oneself the hardships, pain, and suffering that are involved in the spiritual path. This involves a voluntary acceptance of hardships for a higher purpose. The third is a type of patience and tolerance arising from a sound conviction about the nature of reality. In the context of Christian practice this kind of patience would be based on a firm faith and belief in the mysteries of the Creation. Although the distinctions between these three levels of tolerance are found in Buddhist texts, they are also applicable in the Christian context. This is especially true of the second type of tolerance and patience-deliberately taking upon yourself the hardships and pains that are involved in your spiritual path-which seems to come up in the next passage: the Beatitudes from the Gospel of Matthew."
 

The Good Heart- His Holiness The Dalai Lama- Chapter 2: Love your Enemy.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
