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THE DESTINY OF THE NATIONS:     
The force which the centre at Geneva is expressing (at present ineffectually, though later a change will come) is that of the second Ray of Love-Wisdom, with its major emphasis at this time upon the quality of inclusiveness.  It is concerned with the "binding together in brotherly love" and with the expression of the nature of service.  This planetary centre, which conditions the little country of Switzerland, has had a most potent effect upon that country and a study of these effects will demonstrate future possibility for the world, once the flow of its energy is less obstructed.  It has produced the fusion of three powerful racial types in group formation and not through admixture as in the United States; it has enabled two relatively antagonistic divisions of the Christian faith to work together with a minimum of friction; it has made Geneva the seat of the Red Cross — that world activity which works truly [Page 97] impartially with and for the nationals of all countries and for the prisoners of all nations; it housed that sad but well-intentioned experiment which was called the League of Nations, and will again house a more true league to meet the world need; it is that which protected the small country from the aggressive sweep of the Axis powers.  The motto or note of this centre is "I seek to fuse, to blend and serve." (DN Page 96-97).
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   Country                      Ruling Sign                    Egoic Ray                      Ruling Sign                Personality Ray

Argentina

Cancer
4th

Not given

Libra
7th

Not given

Austria


Libra
7th

Fourth


Capricorn 10th

Fifth.

Belgium


Sagittarius 9th
  
Not given

Gemini
3rd

Not given.

Brazil


Leo
5th

Fourth


Virgo
6th

Second

China


Taurus
2nd

First


Libra
7th

Third

Finland


Capricorn 10th

Not given

Aries
1st

Not given

France


Pisces
12th

Fifth


Leo
5th

Third

Germany

Aries
1st

Fourth


Pisces
12th

First

Great Britain

Gemini
3rd

Second


Taurus
2nd

First.

Greece


Virgo
6th

Not given

Capricorn 10th

Not given.

Holland


Aquarius 11th

Not given

Cancer
4th

Not given.

India


Aries
1st

First


Capricorn 10th

Fourth.

Ireland


Virgo
6th

Not given

Pisces
12th

Not given.

Italy


Leo
5th

Sixth


Sagittarius 9th

Fourth.

Japan


Scorpio
8th

Not given

Capricorn 10th

Not given.

Poland


Taurus
2nd

Not given

Gemini
3rd

Not given.

Roumania

Leo
5th

Not given

Aries
1st

Not given

Russia


Aquarius 11th

Seventh

Leo
5th

Sixth.

Scandinavia

Libra
7th

Not given

Cancer
4th

Not given.

   (4 Nations)

Spain


Sagittarius 9th

Sixth


Capricorn 10th

Seventh.

Switzerland

Aries
1st

Not given

Aquarius 11th

Not given.

Turkey


Cancer
4th

Not given

Scorpio
8th

Not given.

U.S.A


Aquarius 11th

Second


Gemini
3rd

Sixth.

Note:  This tabulation is arranged alphabetically and not in the rate of importance and influence of a country and nation. (DN Page 67).

DISCIPLESHIP IN THE NEW AGE - VOLUME II:     

The three Arcane School centres, New York (the major centre), London and in Switzerland, must become more potent and should constitute three major points of light in the world. At the centre of each should work a disciple. Later, I shall suggest that the work in Australia be extended, and that in Sydney another centre or power station should be opened. (DINA II Page 712).

ESOTERIC PSYCHOLOGY - VOLUME II:     

d. Again, much trouble among people is due at this time to the awakening of the throat centre.  This centre governs and conditions the thyroid gland and the parathyroids.  It can produce, when unduly developed or prematurely awakened, hyper-thyroidism with its attendant difficulties and its often dangerous effects upon the heart and upon the metabolism of the body.  The psychological effects are well-known and recognised.  These difficulties are increased and this higher creative centre unduly stimulated and rendered a danger instead of an aid to expression by the enforced celibacy of many people, owing to the present unfortunate economic conditions.  These conditions are such that people refrain from marriage and there is consequently [Page 537] the lack of opportunity to use (or to misuse) the energy flowing through the sacral centre.  Mystics are likewise prone to this difficulty.  The throat centre is not used creatively nor is the sacral centre turned to its proper uses.  The sacral energy is carried prematurely to the throat where it produces an intense stimulation.  The equipment of the man concerned has not yet reached the point where it can be turned to creative work in any field.  There is no creative expression of any kind as the development of the man does not permit him to be creative in the higher sense.  The Swiss people, though highly intelligent, are not creative in this sense.  The energy flowing through the thyroid gland is not used in creative art, music or writing in any outstanding manner, and hence the prevalence of goiter and thyroid difficulty.  There is much energy flowing through and to the thyroid gland and, as yet, but little use made of it. (EPV II Page 536-537).

ESOTERIC ASTROLOGY:     

The force which the centre at Geneva is expressing (at present ineffectually, though later a change will come) is that of the second Ray of Love-Wisdom, with its major emphasis at this time upon the quality of inclusiveness. It is concerned with the "binding together in brotherly love" and [Page 522] with the expression of the nature of service. This planetary centre, which conditions the little country of Switzerland, has had a most potent effect upon that country; a study of these effects will demonstrate future possibility for the world, once the flow of its energy is less obstructed. It has produced the fusion of three powerful racial types in group formation and not through admixture as in the United States; it has enabled two relatively antagonistic divisions of the Christian faith to work together with a minimum of friction; it has made Geneva the origin of the Red Cross—that world activity which works impartially with and for the nationals of all countries and for the prisoners of all nations; it housed that sad though well-intentioned experiment which was called the League of Nations; it is that which has protected that small country from the aggressive sweep of the Axis powers. The motto or note of this centre is "I seek to fuse, to blend and serve." (EA Page 521-522).

A TREATISE ON WHITE MAGIC:     

The first thing to be done is to strengthen the ties and establish firmly the link between yourselves and all those whom you recognise as possible working disciples in the new group.  To do this, acquaint yourselves with the work of the leaders of groups in the various countries of the world—such as Switzerland, the United States, Holland, Germany and Great Britain.  From their reaction to the vision of this new age type of work you can then make a temporary decision.  Watch them at their work.  Note the emphasis laid by them upon personalities.  If personal ambition seems to govern their activities, if their position is one of a determination to work in the group of mystics because of its novelty or because it gives them a certain standing or because it intrigues their imagination or gives them scope for gathering people around them, then proceed no further, but—preserving silence—leave time and the law to correct their attitude. (TWM Page 418).

THE UNFINISHED AUTOBIOGRAPHY:     

My major life conflict has been the battle between my soul and my personality and that still goes on.  As I write this I am reminded of a meeting of a certain "Group Movement" to which I was inveigled in 1935 at Geneva, Switzerland.  A smug, hard-faced, smiling "professional" Grouper was present as leader and there were a lot of people eager to testify to their wickedness and to the saving power of Christ, giving the impression that God was personally interested as to whether (as one of them testified) she apologised to her cook for rudeness.  To me, good manners and not God should have been sufficient incentive.  Anyway, a charming woman got up—elderly, smart and twinkling with humor.  "I am sure you have a wonderful testimony to make," said the leader.  "No," replied the lady, "no, the battle is still on between Christ and me and it's quite debatable who [Page 14] will come out on top."  That battle is always on and, in the case of a Gemini who is awake and serving, it becomes a very vital matter and also a rather private one. (UA Page 13-14).

After we left Canada, my mother got seriously ill and we went to Davos, Switzerland, and were there for several months until my father brought her back to England to die.  After her death we all went to live with my grandparents at their place, Moor Park, Surrey.  My father's health was by that time seriously impaired.  Living in England did not help him and a short time before his death we children were moved with him to Pau in the Pyrenees.  I was eight years old by that time and my sister was six.  The disease was, however, too far progressed and we came back to Moor Park and were left there whilst my father (with a nurse-valet) went on a long sea voyage to Australia.  We never saw him again as he died en route to Tasmania from Australia.  I remember well the day when word came to my grandparents of his death and I remember also later when his valet turned up with his things and valuables.  It is curious how little details such as this man handing over my father's watch to my grandmother remain in one's memory whilst things of greater importance seem lost to recollection. [Page 24] One wonders what it is that conditions the memory in this way; why some things register and others do not. (UA Page 23-24).

Thus ended the carefree, the relatively irresponsible and the easy part of my life.  It had lasted for 22 years, and was the only time in my entire life when I formed part of a family and had the background, the prestige and the security that this entailed.  I had a good time; I had met many people; I had travelled a lot.  I forget how often I have crossed the English Channel to the Continent and back for I have crossed so often.  Fortunately I am a first class sailor and I love the sea no matter how rough.  I cannot remember any personal friends except one, and she and I are still friends and exchange letters.  We had met in Switzerland and together had learnt to make Irish needlepoint lace.  I was always proud of that achievement and specially proud when I once sold two yards of flounces for $30 a yard, the proceeds going to the Church Missionary Society, as in those days I needed no money. (UA Page 46).

It is not an easy thing to run an esoteric school.  It is [Page 194] far from easy to take the responsibility to teach people true meditation.  It is difficult to tread the narrow, razor-edged path which leads between the higher psychism, or spiritual perception, and the lower psychism which many people share with the cats and dogs.  It is not easy to discriminate between a psychic hunch and an intuitive perception and then, also, take hold of peoples' lives spiritually, when they voluntarily put themselves into your hands for training, and give them what is needed.  None of this would have been possible for me to the extent it has been had it not been for the wonderful help given by the workers at Headquarters and the student-secretaries out in the field.  We started with one room.  We now (1947) have two floors at 11 West 42nd Street with a very large staff of workers, with Headquarters in England also and in Holland, Italy and Switzerland.  Today, apart from the Headquarters Staff we have a group of 140 secretaries, senior students who help in the instruction of the other students.  These secretaries are scattered all over the world and it is owing to their disinterested and voluntary help given steadily over the years that we are able to keep the work going. (UA Page 193-194).

I think this is all I have to tell you about the inception of the school and its functioning.  It is the very heart of all we do.  We now have a British section, a Dutch section, an Italian section, a Swiss section and a South American section with organised work in Turkey and West Africa and members scattered in many other countries.  The school papers go out in many languages and the students in these countries are handled by secretaries who speak their language.  The service activities extend into an even wider field and I shall not attempt to deal with them here. (UA Page 198).

We had been in correspondence for some little while with a woman in Switzerland who had a good deal of knowledge and who was interested in what we were teaching and in doing something to reach the world with the Ageless Wisdom.  She had a beautiful home on Lake Maggiore in Switzerland where she had built a lecture hall and accumulated a very good library.  One day in the fall of 1930 she turned up late one night at our home in Stamford, Connecticut, and spent a little time with us there, talking over many things, laying her various ideas before us, finding out what was our point of view and offering herself as a collaborator with us.  She suggested the idea that with our help she should start a spiritual centre at Ascona near Locarno on Lake Maggiore and that it should be undenominational, nonsectarian and open to esoteric thinkers and occult students of all groups in Europe and elsewhere.  She had these lovely houses, this lecture hall and these beautiful grounds which would be her contribution, and Foster and I should go there and start the project and lecture and teach.  She offered us full hospitality and was willing to have the three girls accompany us if we went to Ascona, offering board and lodging to all of us, but not our travelling expenses. (UA Page 217).

Looking back over our decision, I have never regretted that the girls did not go to college.  They have learned to know human beings and to realise that the U.S.A. is not the one and only country in the world.  They discovered that there were just as nice people, just as intelligent people, just as bad people, just as good people in Great Britain, Switzerland, France, etc., as there are in the United States.
From Antwerp we went to Locarno, Switzerland, which was as far as we could go by train and there Olga met us and took us to her lovely villa where we stayed for a number of weeks.  This train trip was a marvellous thing to the girls but an exhausting journey for me.  We went on the "Blue train" through the Simplon and across the Cinto valley.

It is quite hopeless to attempt to describe the beauty of the Italian lakes.  To my mind Lake Maggiore on the shores of which Olga's villa is found, is one of the most beautiful and it is one of the largest in Italy.  Part of the lake is in Swiss territory in the canton of Ticino but most of it is in Italy.  The lake is so blue, the little villages are so picturesque, perched as they are on the sides of the hills reaching down into the water.  I know nothing more beautiful to look at than the view from Ronco looking up and down the lake.  It is useless for me to write about it for I have not got the words, but the beauty of it none of us will ever forget.  Such are the things one pictures to oneself in moments of fatigue and disillusionment, and yet behind all this beauty were corruption and very ancient evil. (UA Page 222).

