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 Numerically fixed term ray cycles
(EPI 266) 6. Cycles of ray activity which are determined by their numerical figures.
 
The first ray, for instance, governs all cycles such as those of one million years, one hundred thousand years, one thousand years, one hundred years and one year.  The seventh ray controls such similar cycles as seven thousand years and seven million years.  The interchange and interplay of these ray cycles is so intricate and so great that it would serve only [Page 266] to confuse should I further elaborate.  Remember, however, that all of the seven rays are forever functioning, and functioning simultaneously, but that cyclically and under the directed plan of the Minds (who are embodied by the rays), certain of these influences and forces are more dominant at one time than at another, and certain lines of activity and certain results of this activity are demonstrated under one ray influence more than under another………
The Lord of the 1st Ray is Vulcan
(EPI 23) 1. The Lord of Power or Will-  For His body of manifestation He uses that planet for which the sun is regarded as the esoteric substitute.   

The 100 years of Brahma 

(CF 40) It is this Ray activity which governs the obscuration or manifestation of a system, and a scheme with all that is included in these manifestations.  Hence the emphasis laid in all occult books on the study of cycles, and on the differentiation of the one hundred years of Brahma into its component parts.  In this knowledge lies hid the mystery of Being itself, of electrical force, and of fohatic synthesis.
Here we have a major key to deciphering ray cycles. Our planetary logos has a 1st ray Monad.  DK here gives an example of how a scheme with a 1st ray Monad would spin off its subrays through the chains, the rounds, the world periods, root races, subraces and branchraces.  The 1st ray, to reach its maximum efficiency and high point during a branch race would probably need the 1st ray to be active during one of its time frames, during a zodiacal age of either 250,000 years,   25,000 years or 2160 years governed by the 1st ray such as Aries, Capricorn or Leo.   Also, we know the 1st ray is active during the 1st and 7th root races of our fourth round (fourth subray of the 1st ray) and the 1st ray is active during the 7th round (2nd subray of the 1st ray), which is  when the 1st ray Monads reach their high point of evolution 
The Monadic Ray of our scheme is the 1st -it will cyclically express itself during 
A Chain during its 1st subray
A Round during its 2nd subray
A World period during its 3rd subray
A rootrace during its 4th subray
A Subrace during its 5th subray
A Branch race during its 6th subray
(CF 598  It is not easy for us to do more than grip as a mental concept the fact that the rays, schemes, planets, chains, rounds, races and laws form a unit; seen from the angle of human vision the confusion seems unimaginable, and the key of its solution to be so hidden as to be useless; yet, seen from the angle of logoic sight, [Page 598] the whole moves in unison, and is geometrically accurate.  In order to give some idea of the complexity of the arrangement, I would like here to point out that the Rays themselves circulate, the Law of Karma controlling the interweaving.  For instance, Ray I may pass around a scheme (if it is the paramount Ray of the scheme) with its first subray manifesting in a chain, its second in a round, its third in a world period, its fourth in a root race, its fifth in a subrace, and its sixth in a branch race.  I give this in illustration, and not as the statement of a fact in present manifestation. 

 

This fivefold alignment was a sixfold alignment during the 4th root race (4.4.4.4.4.4) and if we counted the 4th subrace we’d have a sevenfold alignment which would be written as 4.4.4.4.4.4.4 This line up came directly from the Monadic Ray of the Solar Logos down into the 4th branch race of the 4th root race.
In theory the 4th ray cycles of 7 different time frames/magnitudes would be in their waxing phase at the same time giving us a sevenfold node or nexus of 4th ray, enabling the Monadic ray of the Solar logos to manifest.   When the 1st ray Monads are synthesized at the end of the 7th branch race of the 7th root race of the 7th round we would have-
4.4.4.4.7.7.7
(CF 363) Add to the above facts the accepted knowledge that this is the fourth round and we have a fivefold alignment which is of paramount significance to us all, though it had even greater significance and force in the fourth root-race, and brought about that stupendous psychic event—the opening of the door of Initiation to the human Hierarchy.
 

These very important facts merit close attention, and the consideration of all occult students.  They hold the key whereby some comprehension of manas and of planetary evolution may come about.  What have we, therefore, in this special cyclic alignment?
1. A solar system of the fourth order.  (probably means SL has a 4th ray Monad)
2. The fourth scheme in the system. (Earth is the 4th scheme)
3. The fourth chain in the scheme. (we are in the 4th chain)
4. The fourth globe in the chain. (our 4th dense physical globe)
5. The fourth round.34 (we are in the 4th round)
6. The fourth root race
7. The fourth subrace 
All these are found active within the same cycle, and all therefore bring about a simultaneous alignment which results in the clearing of a channel direct from the heart of our scheme through every ring-pass-not to the cosmic correspondence, found outside the solar sphere.
(EPI 243) Towards the close of this round, (7th root race) the monadic ray of the advanced units of humanity will be so powerful that there will be a marked pouring in of ray one, with its stimulation of the individual will.
 

(CF 426) Third.  At the final reabsorption of the perfected monads into their emanating source in the seventh round.   This will be marked by obscuration and the destruction of the form.  Suffering will be practically nil, as the human units involved will have reached a stage where they can consciously co-operate in the process of abstraction.  It is evident therefore that as regards the human family (the manasaputras in incarnation), the fourth, fifth, and seventh rounds hold hid the key to the first aspect.  For the devas it is the first, second and sixth.  For the involutionary entity, whom we call the "spirit of the planet" it is simply the third.
The planetary Chains are his chakras 

(CF 206) e. In the Heavenly Man and His body, a chain of globes87 likewise can be seen and we need here to remember [Page 206] very carefully that the seven chains of a scheme are the expression of a planetary Logos.  The Heavenly Men are expressing Themselves through a scheme of seven chains and the emphasis has been laid unduly, perhaps, upon the dense physical planet in any particular chain.  This has caused the fact of the chain importance to be somewhat overlooked.  Each of the seven chains might be looked upon as picturing the seven centres of one of the Heavenly Men.  The idea of groups of Egos forming centres in the Heavenly Men is nevertheless correct, but in this connection the reference is to the centres of force on buddhic and monadic levels.88
 

We can adjust the info below from DK for the 1st ray

The 1st  globe in a chain links it to the 1st chain
The 1st scheme in a solar system links it to the solar system of the 1st ray
The 1st round in a scheme links it to the 1st scheme
(CF 299) The key is hidden in the fact that between the number of a globe in a chain and its corresponding chain lies a method of communication.  The same is true likewise of the correspondence between a chain of globes and a scheme of analogous number.  The connection between Venus and the Earth lies hid in number, and it took a moment of mysterious alignment between a globe, its corresponding chain and the scheme of allied number to effect the momentous occurrence known as the coming of the Lords of Flame.  It occurred in the third rootrace in the fourth round.  Here we have an analogy between the quaternary and the Triad, carrying the interpretation up to a Heavenly Man.  The chain was the fourth chain and the globe, the fourth.  The fourth [Page 300] chain in the Venus scheme and the fourth globe in that chain were closely involved in the transaction.
I have modified the reference below to show the 1st ray correspondences and alignments

Each globe in a chain is occultly linked with the chain of its own number, and with the scheme of a similar number.  For instance:  Globe 1, Chain 1, and scheme 1 during round 1 are specially linked and vitalised, and are the focal point of peculiar attention on the part of the Logos of that scheme.  Similarly (again in illustration) globe 1, chain1 during round 1 in any scheme such as the seventh, for instance, are aligned or connected esoterically with the 1st scheme. 
(CF 365) This participation in the life and influence of the different schemes is effected in four different ways:
 First, through passing the interim between egoic cycles of physical incarnation on the particular globe of their scheme, which numerically coincides with the particular other scheme whose influence is desired, either from deliberate choice or karmically necessitated.  Each globe in a chain is occultly linked with the chain of its own number, and with the scheme of a similar number.  For instance:  Globe 2, Chain 2, and scheme 2 during round 2 are specially linked and vitalised, and are the focal point of peculiar attention on the part of the Logos of that scheme.  Similarly (again in illustration) globe 2, chain 2 during round 2 in any scheme such as the fifth, for instance, are aligned or connected esoterically with the second scheme.  This gives opportunity for the units in the body of any Logos to come under the influence of another Logos, and within his vibratory radiation.

(CF 459) In this chain, individualisation took place during the third rootrace and in the fourth round, speaking in this connection of a round through a chain of globes, and not the life force of a planetary Logos circulating through the seven chains in a scheme.  It is of peculiar interest at this time that we are in the fourth round in a chain as well as in the fourth round as regards the scheme of seven chains.  It has led to evolutionary possibilities of great import.  On the moon chain individualisation took place during the fifth race of the third round, and in the next chain to ours (5the Chain) on the evolutionary arc individualisation will take place during the sixth race of the second round,—in each case this refers to a planetary round through a chain of globes.
 

Example of Ray distribution from a Round to its same ray cycles in the chains and globes.  During the 5th round of our scheme 5th ray energy will be passed on to the other chains via their 5th globe. 
(CF 435) During the coming subraces His cycle will begin to pass out, and the influence of His Brother, the fourth Logos of Harmony, will reach its zenith for this round.  During the fifth round the power or electrical radiation of the fifth Logos will again be strongly felt, for it is His round, and just as He was largely responsible for the manasic stimulation of animal man in the third rootrace, so in [Page 435] the fifth round will he be instrumental in causing that great separation which we call the "Judgment."  Remember in this connection that these Logoi—when pouring Their influence through a scheme or other septenary—work through Their numerical correspondence in the chains and globes.  In the fifth round, for instance, the fifth chain (a centre in the body of the Heavenly Man) will be the recipient of this fifth type of force and will transmit and circulate it to the other chains via their fifth globe.  Until the race has further evolved the mystery lies securely hid, and the inability of man to find out the enumeration of the schemes, chains, and globes, or to discover whether they are counted from within outwards, or vice versa, conceals that which must be hid.
 

The Seed Manu of a globe gathers all life to himself at the close of a globe period

(CF 744)  In considering planetary pralaya we might briefly enumerate the following periods of quiescence:

Between Two Globes in a Chain.  This covers the period of abstraction of the seeds of all life, and its transference from one sphere to another.  The seed manu of a globe gathers all the life forces into Himself, as does the Logos at the close of a system, and as also transpires at the close of a chain, and holds them quiescent in His aura.  This covers a period of a manvantara, or of one day of Brahma.
(LOS xii) This coming impulse is (as was that in the time of the Buddha) a second Ray impulse, and has no relation to any first Ray impulse, such as that which brought forth H. P. Blavatsky.  First Ray impulses rise in the first quarter of each century and reach their climax on the physical plane during the last quarter.  The interest now shown in Raja Yoga and the study of this science and the rules it provides for man's unfoldment, is indicative of the general trend of this rising second Ray impulse.  This interest will be increasingly shown.  Thus comes the day of opportunity. 
The Seed Manu of a globe gathers all life to himself at the close of a globe period
(CF 744)  In considering planetary pralaya we might briefly enumerate the following periods of quiescence:
 
Between Two Globes in a Chain.  This covers the period of abstraction of the seeds of all life, and its transference from one sphere to another.  The seed manu of a globe gathers all the life forces into Himself, as does the Logos at the close of a system, and as also transpires at the close of a chain, and holds them quiescent in His aura.  This covers a period of a manvantara, or of one day of Brahma.
 
(CF 1038) The force emanations from the Manu, or those of the first Ray, are easily traced when the races are considered, and this has been done in the recognition of the races and subraces.  What is oft overlooked is that each of these rays of energy demonstrates constructively, through the form-building agencies, and destructively through the ability of the force to destroy prior to building.  Thus the cycles can be viewed from two angles.

 

 

The 6th root race will last around 10 million years.  One wonders if Morya will be Manu for that long.  We are told that the Manu of the 5th roorace (100,000 years is not long enough for the 5th root race which we are told elsewhere is 1 million years old) has precided over its destinies since its inception nearly 100,000 years ago.  There may be a mistake in the books here.  DK may have meant 1 million years.   There have already been two  Manus of the 4th root race. The first one must have held his position for millions of years.
In any case we are most probably looking at 1 million and 100,000 year cycles for Manus.  
(HIS 42)  The work of the Manu.
 
The Manu presides over group one.  He is called Vaivasvata Manu, and is the Manu of the fifth root-race.  He [Page 42] is the ideal man or thinker, and sets the type for our Aryan race, having presided over its destinies since its inception nearly one hundred thousand years ago.  Other Manus have come and gone and His place will be, in the relatively near future, taken by someone else.  (Morya will be the Manu for the 6th root race) He will then pass on to other work of a more exalted kind.  The Manu, or the prototype of the fourth root-race, works in close co-operation with Him, and has His centre of influence in China.  He is the second Manu that the fourth root-race has had, having taken the place of the earlier Manu at the time of the final stages of Atlantean destruction.  He has remained to foster the development of the race type, and to bring about its final disappearance.  The periods of office of all the Manus overlap, but there remains no representative of the third root-race upon the globe at this time.  Vaivasvata Manu has His dwelling place in the Himalaya mountains, and has gathered around Him at Shigatse some of those immediately connected with Aryan affairs in India, Europe and America, and those who will later be concerned with the coming sixth root-race.  The plans are prepared for ages ahead, centres of energy are formed thousands of years before they will be required, and in the wise fore-knowledge of these Divine Men nothing is left to sudden eventuation, but all moves in ordered cycles and under rule and law, though within karmic limitations.
 

The Manu of the 4th root race is organizing a preparatory school
( OM 309)  There is also planned a preparatory school for the advanced egos of the fourth root-race.  This will be under the Manu of that race and will be situated in Japan , with its most esoteric branch in western China .  This makes the seventh in the group of schools outlined.
 
Lincoln was active during the American civil war which began in 1860 on the 2nd subray of the 2nd ray during its ingoing period of 250 years.  The 1st ray stands behind and destroys the work of the other rays when they are on their ingoing periods, and in particular on the subray of the same number as the major ray.   Lincoln is a good example of 1st ray energy being used to destroy outmoded ways. 
(EOH 298)  They are both types of the most powerful Avatars which humanity itself has as yet produced. They emerge along the lines of government, of the first ray and in the department of the Manu, and are very sensitive to Shamballa force. Such Avatars frequently emerge at the founding of a nation. This is true of both Bismarck and Lincoln.
 
 

The Monadic Ray of our planetary logos is the 1st so the petal of will would have almost paralleled the development of the knowledge petal. 
(CF 546) First, that according to the Ray of the Monad, so will the petals unfold.  For instance, if the Ray of the Monad is the second Ray, the knowledge petal will be the first to open, but the second petal of love will almost parallel its development, being for that particular type of Ego the line of easiest unfoldment; the knowledge petal will be for it the most difficult to open.
 
Recalibration of the Western/World Calendar to align with the ray cycles
One of the most important ideas to take on board is that our calendar was recalibrated so as to be brought in line with the true esoteric ray cycles that have been functioning behind the outer veil, conditioning events in the three worlds.  When considered in this light, every year and decade of every century expresses the rays according to their number.  For example, the 1st  year of any decade is the 1st  subray of the 10 year 1st ray cycle, and the 1st decade of any century is the 1st subray of that century. 
 
Evidence that ray cycles have an outgoing period followed by a period of decline.  Two good examples of this are the 2nd ray cycle of 500 years and the 3rd ray cycle of 900 years.  He clearly gives us the dates these begin and when they reach their outgoing peak.  It can be inferred that most of the other rays have the same waxing and waining periods.  It is a little different with the 1st ray cycles though as they wax for 7 periods and wain for 3 periods. 
(EPI 348)   4. The Racial Rays
 
The reader needs to remember that three rays are occultly quiescent and four rays are in varying degrees of activity. Let us recapitulate for a moment so that this thought may be clearly anchored in our minds:
 
Rays one, four and six are at this time out of manifestation, though ray six began to decline in influence only three hundred years ago, and its potency, though greatly weakened, can still be felt.
 
Rays two, three, five and seven are still potent.  The following statement may give some idea of the relative "values" of these ray influences.
 
Ray three has been the longest in incarnation, but in 1875 it occultly "completed its outgoing, and began to curve upon itself, and thus return".  It is therefore just beginning to wane.  When this event occurs in connection with any type [Page 349] of energy, the effect produced is always of a crystallising nature and is apt to produce "set forms which warrant prompt destruction".  This causes mental conditions of a set and static nature.  The inference is therefore clear that in the later stages of this ray's activity we have the demonstration of those dogmatic, sectarian and theological attitudes, for instance, which mark the decline and consequent uselessness of the various schools of thought which have in their time embodied man's ideas and sufficed for his helping during the period of their growth.
 
The peak of the 500 year 2nd ray cycle was 1825
(EPI 349) Ray two has a rapidly recurring cycle.  This is due to its excessive potency.  Being the major ray of our solar system (of which all the other rays are but aspects), it might be said that this ray is really never out of incarnation.  There are nevertheless constant cycles of waxing and waning potency, produced by the interplay of the rays which produce what is called in the ancient archives "the intrusion of one or another of the seven Brothers Who block the door from whence the force emerges", and "the disappearance of that radiant Brother Who passes on His way and leaves behind an open door through which another Brother can pass upon His mission preordained."  The symbolism is clear.  The cycles of the second ray are dynamic and recur in a regular rhythm at this time and during the twenty-five thousand years of a zodiacal cycle in sequences of five hundred years.  Therefore in 1825 the potency of this ray began to decline as the peak of its two hundred fifty years emergence was reached.  It was the gradual withdrawal of this ray which led to that growth of separativeness in the world which produced the European wars and the great World War. This ray will continue declining for another one hundred forty years.  This does not necessarily mean the growth of physical violence and the prevalence of war.  Humanity is now so much more responsive [Page 350] to ray influences that the watching Hierarchy (through egoic stimulation and the sensitivity of certain nations to the inner guidance) can offset the more obvious major effects. This will give an interesting side light upon the vast importance of these cyclic happenings.
 
 
Evidence that each ray is divided into seven subrays, and that the main ray cycle has its period of greatest influence during the subray period qualified by the same ray as the larger time frame.. 
(EPI 165) - Besides regarding the rays as the channels through which all being flows, we must recognise them as influences operating on the world in turn.  Each ray has its period of greatest  influence to which all are subject to a considerable extent,
not merely those belonging by nature to that particular ray, but those on all the other rays as well.  The long period of influence of each is divided into seven stages, each of which is qualified by the influence of the greater ray period, being intensified when its own sub-ray period is reached (i.e. the sixth ray influence is greatest during the period of the sixth sub-ray).  We must carefully note that the term "sub-ray" is used merely for convenience to designate the shorter period of influence, not as indicating any difference in the nature of the ray.
 
We know from the 2nd and 3rd ray examples DK gives that there is an outgoing period and an ingoing period of each ray cycle.   Here DK tells us that the rays would constructively and destructively.   This paragraph most probably refers to the outgoing cycle as constructive, and the ingoing cycle as destructive.  
(CF 1038) What is oft overlooked is that each of these rays of energy demonstrates constructively, through the form-building agencies, and destructively through the ability of the force to destroy prior to building.  Thus the cycles can be
 
The rays of attribute should be calculated at a lower time frame than the rays of aspect.  (EPII 352) The rays of aspect have longer cycles than the rays of attribute, and their measure is occultly slow, cumulative in [Page 352] effect, and—as the ages pass away—their momentum steadily increases.  The rays of attribute have briefer cycles, and produce a steady heart-beat and a regular rhythm in the solar system.  The three rays of aspect might be regarded as embodying the will and purpose of the incarnating Logos.  The rays of attribute can equally be regarded as embodying the quality and character of the incarnating Logos.  Symbolically speaking, the three major rays are the expression (during manifestation) of the egoic aspect of the solar Logos, whilst the four rays of attribute embody His personality aspect.  
 
100 years of Brahma and its divisions are a major part of figuring the rays.  These calculations are made from the point of view of the Earth scheme.  Earth has a 1st ray Monad hence the 100 years of Brahma. 
(CF 40) It is this Ray activity which governs the obscuration or manifestation of a system, and a scheme with all that is included in these manifestations.  Hence the emphasis laid in all occult books on the study of cycles, and on the differentiation of the one hundred years of Brahma into its component parts.  In this knowledge lies hid the mystery of Being itself, of electrical force, and of fohatic synthesis.
 
The centres develop according to the Monadic ray in ordered cycles-The Monadic Ray of Sanat Kumara is the 1st so the order of development of his chakras (each chain is a chakra) are controlled by the number ten and its multiples.  DK may be telling us that all the rays that control the chains are ultimately under the 1st ray.  
(CF 173) Not much can be here imparted, as the subject, if dealt with at all fully, would convey too much information to those liable to misuse it.  As we know, the evolution of the centres is a slow and gradual thing, and proceeds in ordered cycles varying according to the ray of a man's Monad.
 
The life of the Pilgrim can be, for purposes of discussion, divided into three main periods:
 
1. That period wherein he is under the influence of the Personality Ray.
2. That wherein he comes under the Ray of the Ego.
3. That wherein the Monadic Ray holds sway.
 
 
(EPI 23) 1. The Lord of Power or Will-  For His body of manifestation He uses that planet for which the sun is regarded as the esoteric substitute.
 
Numerically fixed term ray cycles
(EPI 266) 6. Cycles of ray activity which are determined by their numerical figures.
 
The first ray, for instance, governs all cycles such as those of one million years, one hundred thousand years, one thousand years, one hundred years and one year.  The seventh ray controls such similar cycles as seven thousand years and seven million years.  The interchange and interplay of these ray cycles is so intricate and so great that it would serve only [Page 266] to confuse should I further elaborate.  Remember, however, that all of the seven rays are forever functioning, and functioning simultaneously, but that cyclically and under the directed plan of the Minds (who are embodied by the rays), certain of these influences and forces are more dominant at one time than at another, and certain lines of activity and certain results of this activity are demonstrated under one ray influence more than under another………
 
(CF 1038) When students learn to blend the one hundred year cycles of the first type of energy with the equally powerful impulses from the second Ray and the third, we shall then have a cessation of many controversies.  
 
Probably  1st ray cycles of all time frames have 7 periods of outgoing and of learning and 3 periods of ingoing abstraction of application-This would apply just the same to a 1,000,000 million year cycle or the 100 years of Brahma 
(EINA 8)  I differ somewhat concerning the periods indicated by such occult teachers as Steiner, for though the seven year cycles have their place, the division is apt to be over-applied.  I would also suggest ten year cycles of development, divided into two parts:  seven of learning and three of application.
 
(CF 302) In connection with Man the cycles are equally threefold:
 
1. The Monadic cycle, which corresponds in man to the 100 years of Brahma, and to a planetary scheme.
2. The Egoic cycle.
3. The Personality cycle.
 
This series of three sequences can be applied to any time period, not just to the chains.  The time and space order is the 7, then the 3, and then the 10 summarising the other two. We can see this in the 100 year cycles as 70 years of learning, and three of application or withdrawal
(CF 415) In due course of time another merging in the scheme will eventuate and then Uranus (the chain of that name in our scheme) will flash into objectivity.  Forget not that the schemes manifest as seven, as ten, as three from the angle of the Eternal Now, or—from the point of view of a Heavenly Man—the manifestation may be written as (3|7) (put a circle around the 3|7—ed.).  In time and space the order might be stated to be 7-3-10, and at certain stages 10-7-3 .  As [Page 415] the opposites merge the ten become the seven and the three, and it is during this process that entire chains and globes, and eventually schemes, will apparently vanish from objectivity, and drop out of sight.  They will be simply absorbed.  During the twofold process of evolution, it might be numerically expressed as:

 

During involution the sequence is seen as three, then seven and finally ten.
During evolution the sequence is ten, then seven and finally three.
 
 
The major ray cycles governing the root races cover inconceivable long periods of time
(EPI 263) The two earlier races were governed by the second and seventh rays, respectively,  (the order then, being 2,7, 5, 6, 3, 4, 1)  and embody the activity of the form builder and the constructive energy of the magical organiser.  The reader must bear in mind, as he studies these major ray cycles, that they cover inconceivably long periods of time, and produce two effects which must be considered.  (these are the soul rays of the Root races)
 
A planetary cycle
(EPI 265)  2. A planetary cycle, such as those we have just considered in connection with the races,  (The Soul Rays of the root races)—the five above enumerated and their five controlling rays.
 
Racial ray periods
(EPI 265)  4. Those cycles when certain rays are in power for a period of racial evolution, such as the five major racial periods to which we have referred. (These may or may  not be fixed term ray cycles)  (these are probably the soul rays of the root races)
 
Major Ray cycles not minor cycles
(EPI 335)  3. That two rays are therefore in esoteric conflict in each planet.
 
I but indicate one of the rays, and I do not tell you whether it is the egoic or personality ray of the particular planetary Logos. Too much accuracy and too detailed information is not at this time good for humanity, which is yet too selfish to be entrusted with it.
 
THE PLANETS AND RAYS
Sacred                      Ray              Non-Sacred               Ray
1. Vulcan               1st ray.   1. Mars  6th ray. 
2. Mercury            4th ray.  2. Earth  3rd ray. 
3. Venus                5th ray.  3. Pluto  1st ray. 
4. Jupiter                2nd ray. 4. The Moon         4th ray.
5. Saturn                3rd ray.       veiling a hidden planet.
6. Neptune            6th ray.  5. The Sun             2nd ray.
7. Uranus               7th ray.       veiling a hidden planet.
 
I deal here with the major ray cycles and not with the minor cycles.  Two rays, you will note, are apparently not expressing themselves through the non-sacred planets; the seventh and the fifth.
 
The 1st ray is out of manifestation
(EPI 350) Only one ray is today really out of manifestation altogether and functioning entirely behind the scenes, and that is the first ray.  Where humanity is concerned, the first ray makes its presence felt, and its potency dominates, when the stage of accepted discipleship is reached.  It increases in power as progress on the Path is gained.  Thus there is beginning to be gathered on the subjective side of life a steadily growing group of those who can function under [Page 351] the influence of this first ray.  When enough of the sons of men can thus function, their united responsiveness will constitute a channel through which this first ray can come into manifestation.

 

  This is one of the main activities and objectives of the Hierarchy, and in the right understanding of the result of the responsiveness of humanity to the ray influences shall we arrive at the recognition of a law in nature hitherto undiscovered.  This particular law is connected with the department of the Governor of the world, the Manu.
 
There are no first ray Egos in incarnation at this time
(EPI 27) The question arises here: How does it happen that we find people in incarnation on all the rays at practically the same time?  The reason is that, as you can easily see, the fourth is beginning to approach and the sixth is passing out, which puts six of the rays in the position of having their egos in manifestation.  There are however very few of the fourth ray egos on the Earth at this time, and a very large number of sixth ray egos, for it will be about two hundred years before all the sixth ray egos pass out of incarnation.  As to the first ray egos, there are no pure first ray types on the planet.  All so-called [Page 27] first ray egos are on the first subray of the second ray, which is in incarnation.  A pure first ray ego in incarnation at this time would be a disaster.  There is not sufficient intelligence and love in the world to balance the dynamic will of an ego on the ray of the destroyer.
 
A ray must be in incarnation for the Souls on that ray to come into incarnation
(RI 646)  As this first ray is not in incarnation at this time, and therefore souls who can fully express it are absent, the entire theme anent this type of energy, and its influence [Page 646] and quality when related to the energies and the forces, is most difficult to express.  Each great ray, as it comes into incarnation, transforms the speech of the cycle, enriches the existent vocabulary, and brings new knowledge to humanity; the many civilisations—past and present—are the result of this.
 
The 7th race marks a point of achievement for 1st Ray Monands
(EPI 318) the next or sixth race, with two lines of energy consummating in it.  It marks the point of achievement of the Monads of Love, Who arrive at the expression of Love-Wisdom.  The final race marks the point of achievement for the Monads of Will, just as the present Aryan race marks, and will mark, the achievement of the Monads of Intelligence.  This warrants thought.  It is a relative achievement, for this is the fourth round, but there is necessarily a "highwater mark," if I might so call it, for each round.
 
 
 
 
The 1st ray is out of physical incarnation, but is having an effect on the mental plane now, will be felt on the astral plane in one hundred years, and in 2,000 years it will be active on the physical plane.  There doesn’t seem to be much evidence for timing the interludes between active 1st ray cycles.  
(DON 142)   RAY I — This ray is still out of physical manifestation but is beginning to have a definite effect upon the mental plane; there it influences the minds of disciples everywhere and lays the stage for the appearance of a certain group of disciples from Shamballa.  Two thousand years from today, the influence of this ray will be felt powerfully on the physical plane.  One hundred years hence its potency will be noted upon the astral plane.
 
 
The 1st ray was active when Christ took the 6th and the 7th initiations because the 1st ray Ashram was now active, although there are no subsidiary Ashrams yet.  The Major Ashram of a ray  has a Chohan at its head. 
(RI 386) When the Master Jesus took the Crucifixion Initiation, another crisis arose of equally great import, if not greater.  The crisis was brought about because simultaneously with the crucifixion of the Master, the Head of the Hierarchy, the Christ, took two initiations in one:  the Resurrection Initiation and that of the Ascension.  These are the fifth and sixth initiations, according to the Christian terminology. [Page 387] This was possible because the first ray Ashram was now active, making entry into the Council Chamber at Shamballa possible.  When the Christ achieved this, He was deemed worthy of embodying in Himself a new principle in evolution and of revealing to the world the nature of the second ray aspect—the divine principle of love (as humanity calls it) or of pure reason (as the Hierarchy calls it).
 
The 1st ray was active when the Jews in the Old Testament slaughtered all their enemies
(DON 15) The true first ray personality who works in response to this Shamballa influence will have the ultimate good of the group deeply enshrined in his consciousness and heart; he will think in terms of the whole and not in terms of the part.  That is the thing which he will endeavour to impress upon the racial consciousness.  This may lead at times to ruthlessness and cruelty if the personality of the individual is not yet controlled by soul impulse.  Such cases can frequently be seen.  An instance of this can be noted in the history of the Jews as found in the Old Testament.  When the first ray was in control and passing through one of its rare cycles of activity we read that they butchered and slaughtered all their enemies — men, women and children, [Page 16] putting them to the sword.  The sword is ever the symbol of the first ray force just as the pen is of the second ray influence.
 
If a ray that governs a nation is in incarnation, then that nation will have a more potent influence than nations whos rays are out of incarnation.
(EPI 382)   One thing I would point out, and that is that those rays which govern a particular nation, and which are at this time in incarnation, are very potent, either materially or egoically, whilst some of the problems may be due to the fact that certain rays, governing certain nations, are at this time out of incarnation.
 
 
The American civil war began in 1860 on the 2nd subray of the ingoing 250 year cycle that peaked and completed its outgoing in 1825
(EOH 679) - the first ray with its disturbing and destroying activity prepares the way; pain and disruption ever precede birth, and the agents of the first ray have been working for nearly two hundred years. The agents of the second ray started their preparation around the year 1825 and moved outward in force soon after 1860
 

In this fourth round only four subrays of these colours have been glimpsed.  Also, only three rays are in manifestation at any one time during this fourth round
( OM 214) That each of these three colours and the other two are only understood as yet through four of their lesser sub-rays.  This is the fourth round and only four sub-rays of these colours have as yet been glimpsed.  By remembering these three points undue emphasis will not be laid upon apparent information, and the student will wisely reserve his opinion.

 

( OM 243) The second point I seek to make is that these influences (which show forth as colours when they contact matter) move in their own ordered cycles.  These cycles we describe as the coming in or the going out of a ray.  In this fourth round usually four rays are in flux at any one given time; by this I seek to impress upon you that though all rays manifest in the solar system, at certain stages of manifestation more or less of them will be dominating simultaneously.  These rays, forces, influences, or [Page 234] co-ordinations of qualities, when expressed in terms of light, colour the matters they impinge upon with certain recognisable hues, and these give the tone to the life of the personality or to the Ego.  They are recognized by you as the composite character and are seen by the clairvoyant as colour.
 

 
These dates are probably the nodes for both the lesser 100, 500, 900 (and the other four rays) year cycles etc and the longer ones of 1,000, 5,000 9,000 year cycles etc. Seeing as our calendar has been recalibrated, almost certainly to the 1st ray cycles,  The above nodes could also apply to the larger cycles of 10,000 years, 100,000 years and a million years.  There may for example be a 1,000,000 year cycle that began during the 1st subrace of the 5th root race.  Our 5th root race is about a million years old and would probably have begun at the beginning of a 100, 1,000, 10,000, 100,000 and 1million year cycle.  
(EPI 24) It may be of value here if I give you the following statement as to the activity, or non-activity, of the rays, begging you to bear in mind that this statement refers only to our Earth and its evolutions:
 
  Ray One        Not in manifestation. 
*Ray Two        In manifestation since 1575 A .D. 
*Ray Three      In manifestation since 1425 A .D. 
  Ray Four        To come slowly into manifestation after 2025 A .D.
*Ray Five        In manifestation since 1775 A .D. 
  Ray Six          Passing rapidly out of manifestation.  It began to pass out in 1625 A .D.
*Ray Seven     In manifestation since 1675 A .D. 
 
The lesser cycles of 100 years, 500 years, 900 years  and 700 years all fall within a zodiacal period of  2160 years.  The next two higher time frames fit within the zodiacal ages of 25,000 and 250,000 year cycles. The Soul ray of a human being is largely conditioned by the triangle of three zodiacal signs which are controlled by a ray for a period of 25,000 years. For instance, the 1st ray is currently working through Aries, Leo and Capricorn, with Aries as head of the triangle at this time.  This triangle is the dominant conditioning factor in the interior light chart.
These are of course all lesser cycles within the influence of the sign Pisces.  You will see that four rays are in manifestation at this time—the second, third, fifth, and seventh.
 

No pure 1st ray Egos in incarnation at this time. This probably means there are no human beings who have both 1st ray Souls and 1st ray Monads, in incarnation at this time.  All 1st ray Souls/Egos have 2nd ray Monads. The pure 1st ray type will come in during the 7th root race of the 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th rounds,  and the whole of the 7th round.  1st Ray Monads will dominate the 3rd and final solar system.
The question arises here: How does it happen that we find people in incarnation on all the rays at practically the same time?.................  As to the first ray egos, there are no pure first ray types on the planet.  All so-called [Page 27] first ray egos are on the first subray of the second ray, which is in incarnation.  A pure first ray ego in incarnation at this time would be a disaster.  There is not sufficient intelligence and love in the world to balance the dynamic will of an ego on the ray of the destroyer.
 
All human monads, carried into manifestation by the will and desire of some ray Lord, are part of His body of manifestation.
 

Final reabsorption of the Monads into their emanating source in the 7th round
(CF 426) Third.  At the final reabsorption of the perfected monads into their emanating source in the seventh round.   This will be marked by obscuration and the destruction of the form.  Suffering will be practically nil, as the human units involved will have reached a stage where they can consciously co-operate in the process of abstraction.  It is evident therefore that as regards the human family (the manasaputras in incarnation), the fourth, fifth, and seventh rounds hold hid the key to the first aspect.  For the devas it is the first, second and sixth.  For the involutionary entity, whom we call the "spirit of the planet" it is simply the third.
 
No pure 1st ray types on the planet
(EPI 27) The question arises here: How does it happen that we find people in incarnation on all the rays at practically the same time?  The reason is that, as you can easily see, the fourth is beginning to approach and the sixth is passing out, which puts six of the rays in the position of having their egos in manifestation.  There are however very few of the fourth ray egos on the Earth at this time, and a very large number of sixth ray egos, for it will be about two hundred years before all the sixth ray egos pass out of incarnation.  As to the first ray egos, there are no pure first ray types on the planet.  All so-called [Page 27] first ray egos are on the first subray of the second ray, which is in incarnation.  A pure first ray ego in incarnation at this time would be a disaster.  There is not sufficient intelligence and love in the world to balance the dynamic will of an ego on the ray of the destroyer. 
 

(EA 99)  In connection with Aries, which expresses or is the agent primarily of the first Ray of Will or Power, the ray of the destroyer, it should be stated that first ray energy comes from the divine Prototype in the Great Bear, that it becomes transmuted into the force and activity of the planetary Logos of the first ray, (Vulcan) and works out as His triple activity under the guidance of the three ruling planets—Mars, Mercury and Uranus.

 

Souls are carried into and out of incarnation on the rays as they cycle into and out of incarnation
(EPI 4)  It will throw much light upon the times and cycles in the unfolding 
panorama of history….. It gives us a dramatic picture of the progress 
of those souls who are carried in or out of manifestation by the appearance  or disappearance of a ray. 

 

The 100 year lesser cycles-Most probably the 1st ray Egos cycle through their incarnations and pralayas very rapidly, their cycles are the shortest relatively
 
(CF 1037) - At the same time, each serpent revolves upon itself, and likewise cycles around its neighbor, producing an effect of extraordinary brilliance and beauty, and typifying rotary-spiral-cyclic force.
 
The seven types of spiral-cyclic energy are suggestive of the nature of the planetary Logoi which they represent, and produce, therefore, the distinctions which exist between men; they are accountable for the nature of cycles, and this is a point oft overlooked.  Students discuss the periods of the emergence of the Rays, setting arbitrary dates, such as 2500 years, for the manifestation of any particular ray.  One ray does pass through its cycle in that length of time, but only one, the others being either longer or shorter.  The difference has a great effect upon the egoic cycles, and is responsible for the length of time between incarnations.  Some Egos cycle through their incarnations and their pralayas very rapidly; others spend untold aeons, and hence it is impossible to say that there are even "averages" connected with the appearance of Egos on the astral plane,  (the first ray is actually active on the mental plane right now, and will be active on the astral plane in about 100 years, and the physical plane in 2,000 years) for instance.  This fact has bearing upon the statement of H. P. B. anent the Lodge effort each one hundred years.  Under the particular type of cyclic force emanating from the Lodge, the high water mark of its activity is to be found once in every seven cycles.  All that originates on that Ray is controlled by spiral-cyclic efforts based upon the number 10 and its multiples, and finding its highest cyclic vibration, as it happens, during the last  quarter of each century.  What our more modern students are apt to forget in this connection is that this activity is but the demonstration of one type of force out of seven possible and that it concerns primarily that group of adepts who are on that particular line of energy, and will necessarily affect greatly all disciples and people on a similar line.  At the same time, the work it initiates is endorsed by the Lodge as a whole, for it is part of the force emanation of the planetary Logos.  It is naturally of great importance owing to the fact that this ray-energy is that of one of the three major Rays; but it will be, in the equilibrising process, balanced by analogous cyclic emanatory activity from the two other major Rays.
 
It might be added here that when this is recognised it will become apparent that the revolutionising scientific discoveries which can be traced down the centuries, such as the formulation of the Law of Gravitation, the circulation of the blood, the ascertainment of the nature of steam, the discovery by man of that form of electrical phenomena which he has harnessed, and the more recent discovery of radium, are in their own department (that of the Mahachohan), analogous to the effort made during the last quarter of each century to stimulate the evolution of men through a further revelation of some part of the Secret Doctrine.  Newton , Copernicus, Galileo, Harvey , and the Curies are, on their own line of force, lightbringers of equal rank with H. P. B. 
 
These cycles will not coincide, for they are not all similar to the one hundred year spiral.  Some idea as to the Mahachohan's cycle of emanatory impulses may be  gathered by considering the dates of the foremost scientific discoveries since Plato's time; the cycles of the second ray may also be averaged by a summary of the appearances of the great Teachers down the ages.
 
The force emanations from the Manu, or those of the first Ray, are easily traced when the races are considered, and this has been done in the recognition of the races and subraces.  What is oft overlooked is that each of these rays of energy demonstrates constructively, through the form-building agencies, and destructively through the ability of the force to destroy prior to building.  Thus the cycles can be viewed from two angles.
 
It is at this point that students in one branch of our theosophical movement must recognise the fact that just as H. P. B. came forth on a cyclic tide of energy to destroy the limiting forms to be found in the world of science and religion, so his work must fit in with other force emanations, such as the constructive work of the second ray in conjunction with the energy of the seventh at this time.
 
(CF 1038) When students learn to blend the one hundred year cycles of the first type of energy with the equally powerful impulses from the second Ray and the third, we shall then have a cessation of many controversies.  No great impulse will come from the Lodge along the line of the first Ray of Will or Power till the close of a century. (the first ray governing the first ten years of each century) One such impulse along another line of force came when the discovery of the nature of the atom was arrived at through the study of electricity, and of radioactive substances, and an impulse from the second aspect is imminent.  It is not safe for students witlimited vision to dogmatise anent this question of cycles.  Apart from the cyclic impulses continuously going forth, overlapping and superseding, and intermingling with each other, there are many which we might call lesser impulses (and the cycle of one hundred years to which H. P. B. refers [Page 1039] is but one of the lesser impulses.  There is a one thousand year cycle of greater moment).  There are vaster cycles, of 2500 years, of 7,000 years, of 9,000 years, of 15,000 years, and many others which only advanced initiates know of or can follow; these can break in upon any of the lesser impulses, and can be seen appearing, unexpectedly, as far as average man's knowledge is concerned, and yet they are but the returning impulses set in cyclic motion perhaps thousands of years ago.
 
H. P. B. is right in his affirmation as far as the impulse of the first ray is concerned; but his followers are not right, in so far as they overlook and negate the six other types of impulses, of equal or of more importance, which may emanate cyclically from the Lodge, and which will meet with response from those who vibrate to that particular type of energy.
 
(CF 1058) The entire solar sphere, the logoic ring-pass-not, rotates upon its axis, and thus all that is included within the sphere is carried in a circular manner through the Heavens.  The exact figures of the cycle which covers the vast rotation must remain as yet esoteric, but it may be stated that it approximates one hundred thousand years, being, as might be supposed, controlled by the energy of the first aspect, and therefore of the first Ray. 
 
The 1st ray Lord is not in full expression except where he brings cycles to an end. 
(EPI 64) - This ray Lord is not yet in full expression, except as He causes destruction and brings cycles to an end.  The Monads of power are much fewer in number than any others.  Egos upon the power ray are relatively not so few.  They are characterised by a dynamic will, and their power within the human family works out as the force of destruction, but in the last analysis it is a destruction that will produce liberation.  We shall see as we continue to study first ray egos and personalities [Page 64] that death and destruction are always to be found in their work, and hence the apparent cruelty and impersonality of their reactions.  Form does not count with first ray types their energy produces death to form, but ushers in great periods of cyclic pralaya; the first ray is the controller of the death drama in all kingdoms—a destruction of forms which brings about release of power and permits "entrance into Light through the gateway of Death."  The intent of the Lord of the first ray is to stand behind His six Brothers, and when They have achieved Their purpose, to shatter the forms which They have built.  This He does by passing His power through Their bodies, and Their united effort leads to abstraction and a return to the center whence the initial impulse came.  The first ray purpose therefore is to produce death, and some idea of that purpose may be gleaned if we study some of the names by which the ray Lord is called:

 
(EPI 74)  A great deal of the destructive energy extant in the world today is due to the presence on the astral plane of a first ray disciple of the planetary Logos.  His work it is to clear the way for the manifestation of these other four major Disciples, Who are primarily Builders; They will enter on Their work when the task of the wreckers of form has been accomplished.
 
Brahmanism is the last great religion which arose under the 1st ray
(EPI 167) Every great religion which arises is under the influence of one or other of the rays, but it does not necessarily follow that each successive ray should have a great far-reaching religion as its outcome.  We have heard that Brahmanism is the last great religion which arose under first ray influence; we do not know what may have been the religion which was the outcome of the last second ray period; but the Chaldean, the Egyptian and the Zoroastrian religions may be taken as representing the third, the fourth, and the fifth rays respectively.  

 
 
1ST Ray Souls predominate in the 7th root race and in the 1st and 7th subraces of all seven root races-There must be a 1st ray period corresponding to the 7th root race, and a shorter 1st ray period coinciding with the 1st and 7th subraces of each root race.  The 1st ray associated with the 7th root race could be a million or 100,000 years long. The 1st ray associated with the 1st and 7th subraces of each root race might be 100,000 or 10,000 years long.  A Major root race ray will affect both the Monads and Souls on that Ray. 
 
The Rays and the Races
 

We have been told in the past teaching of the Ageless Wisdom that a human being is a triple aspect of energy, and that he is essentially a trinity, as is the Deity.  We speak of him technically as Monad-ego-personality.  We define him as spirit-soul-body.  I should like to point out here that in studying the human family as a unit and as a whole, it also will be discovered to be essentially a Monad, with seven egoic groups, within which all souls (in incarnation and out of incarnation) find their place, and with forty-nine corresponding racial forms through which the seven groups of souls cyclically express themselves.  All souls work out their destiny in all races, but certain types predominate in certain racial forms.  Where, then, is to be found any reason for racial predilections or antipathies?  In the realisation of the truth that we all, at some time, experience incarnation in all racial forms will come the knowledge that there is only unity.  The subject may be clarified if we tabulate the teaching and the ray relationship to the races as follows:
 

    Ray                                  Full Expression                 Major influence

Ray I. Will. In the 7th rootrace.  1st and 7th subraces.

1st ray souls.                  Perfection of Plan.

 
Ray II. Love-Wisdom In the 6th rootrace.    2nd and 6th subraces. 
2nd ray souls.             Perfected Intuition.

 

Ray III. Intelligence.  In the 5th rootrace.    3rd and 5th subraces.

3rd ray souls.                    Aryan race.  
               Perfected Intellect.

 

Ray IV. Harmony.      In the 4th rootrace.             4th and 6th subraces.

4th ray souls.              Atlantean race.

            Perfected astralism.

            Perfected emotion.

 

Ray V. knowledge.     In the 3rd rootrace.   5th and 3rd subraces.

5th ray souls.              Lemurian.
 
Perfected physical.

Ray VI. Devotion.      In the 2nd rootrace.   6th and 2nd subraces. 

6th ray souls.
 

Ray VII. Ceremonial  In the 1st rootrace.          7th and 1st subraces. 

    Magic.

7th ray souls.
 
(EPI 317)  Remember that this tabulation refers to the major ray cycles, and remember further that in every rootrace you have a continuous mingling and intermingling of the rays with what might be called the "constant" or dominating ray, which appears and re-appears with greater frequency and potency than do the other rays.  There is therefore a close correspondence between certain rays and certain races, with their subraces, and these are coloured by these predominant ray influences.  It is interesting also to interpret these ray influences (as I have expressed them) in terms of their quality leading to their objective, as follows:
 
The first Ray of Will leads from latent purpose in the first race to the fulfilled evolutionary Plan in the seventh race.
 
The second Ray of Love-Wisdom leads from love or divine desire in the second race to full intuitional understanding in the sixth race.
 
The third Ray of Active-Intelligence leads from the latent mental awareness of Lemurian man in the third race to the intellectual achievement of the Aryan race, the fifth race.
 
The fourth Ray of Harmony through Conflict leads from the period of that terrific balancing of forces in Atlantis (the [Page 318] fourth race) to the sanctified and free devotion of one-pointedness in (EPI 318) the next or sixth race, with two lines of energy consummating in it.  It marks the point of achievement of the Monads of Love, Who arrive at the expression of Love-Wisdom.  The final race marks the point of achievement for the Monads of Will, just as the present Aryan race marks, and will mark, the achievement of the Monads of Intelligence.  This warrants thought.  It is a relative achievement, for this is the fourth round, but there is necessarily a "highwater mark," if I might so call it, for each round.
 
In the above four races you have the great period of the balancing of the forces for our humanity.  The effect of the other three rays upon the Lemurian race and the two earlier and formless races need not here be considered by us.  The nature of the consciousness of the forms found in those races, and the pressure exerted in them by the Entity Who informs the human family as a whole, are too abstruse for the average reader.  He is mainly concerned with the races here enumerated, which summarise for him past and future achievement.
(EPI 349) 4. The Racial Rays
 

The reader needs to remember that three rays are occultly quiescent and four rays are in varying degrees of activity. Let us recapitulate for a moment so that this thought may be clearly anchored in our minds:

 

Rays one, four and six are at this time out of manifestation, though ray six began to decline in influence only three hundred years ago, and its potency, though greatly weakened, can still be felt.
 
Rays two, three, five and seven are still potent.  The following statement may give some idea of the relative "values" of these ray influences.

 

 

In Lemurian days the 1st ray was active due to a special dispensation on the part of the Hierarchy
(EPI 355)  Curiously enough, in Lemurian days the first ray was active.  This was because of a special dispensation or effort on the part of the planetary Hierarchy  With the aid of the seventh ray the needed work went forward.  At the time of the individualisation of humanity, a third ray, the fifth, was called into operation, and thus with the united effort of the [Page 355] first, the seventh and the fifth rays, the great fusion between the higher and the lower aspects of mankind was made.  It is interesting to note that the secondary ray influence in the Aryan race at this time is the fifth, thus linking up the Aryan and the Lemurian civilisations.  Both were and are intensely material civilisations, but the Lemurian was material because the whole attention of the Hierarchy was turned to the development of physical man, whilst today the attention is not turned to the physical unfoldment of man, but to an effort to enable man to control the physical forces of the planet
 

If the 25,000 year cycles such as the 5th ray (for the last 25,000 years Leo) and just lately Aquarius,  change signs only when the Sun is in a sign for that period then why not the same with the 250,000 year Monadic cycles. Monads on a particular ray and subray would probably come forth when the Sun was in a particular sign, which would activate that ray. 
The secondary influence which is leading the Aryan race forward is that of the fifth Ray of Concrete Knowledge or Science.  This ray, as we have seen, was one of the rays which brought about individualisation millions of years ago, and so launched mankind upon the path of return.  Again it comes into power, and though it has had many cycles of activity since Lemurian days, none of them have been of such unobstructed [Page 356] dominance as the present. 

 
The 1st ray will be active during the 7th subrace of the 6th root race)
(EPI 357)  Later, we shall have a transition period again, analogous to that period wherein kama-manas was developed, and we shall then have the entire race expressing a developed synthesis of intellect-intuition, preparatory to that advanced stage which will come at the close of the next root race, the sixth.  This takes us to a period ten million years hence, when the intellect will have in its turn slipped below the threshold of consciousness, as did the instinct.  It will then work automatically as does man's instinctual nature, and the race will be intuitive  This will really mean that the fifth kingdom in nature will be manifesting on earth, and that the kingdom of God (as the Christian calls it) will have arrived.  This will constitute an event of an importance equal to that of the advent of the fourth kingdom, when men made their appearance on earth.  This next great race will be governed by the second and fourth rays, thus demonstrating a relation between the fourth root race, the Atlantean, and the sixth root race.  In terms of consciousness, this can be expressed as a relation between an astral-emotional development and an intuitional-buddhic development.  The final race will be governed by the first, the seventh and the second rays.
 

I think I have given you as much on this abstruse subject as can be grasped.  The tabulation of the rays governing the races might be stated, therefore, as follows:

 

Lemurian Race................................Rays 1. 7. 5. 

Atlantean Race................................Rays 2. 6. 

Aryan Race.....................................Rays 3. 5. 

Sixth Race.......................................Rays 2. 4. 

Seventh Race...................................Rays 1. 7. 2.
 

(EPI 367)  The new era is however upon its way, and nothing can prevent that which the stars decree and which the Hierarchy of guiding Minds consequently foresee.  The new executives who will succeed the present dictators and powers will take over the control towards the year 1955, and they will be seventh ray aspirants and disciples in the majority of cases; their capacity towards integration and towards fusion along right lines will then rapidly bring about the needed international understanding.
 
(EA 92)  There originates the response of the soul to the highest aspect or quality of deity because there appears the "will to incarnate." The first ray aspect of the Monad, responding to the first aspect of deity, evokes response from the first ray aspect of the soul and the first step towards incarnation is taken on that plane in the system which is the mental plane.

 

(EPII 216)  This development is inevitable as the influence of Scorpio and of Mars begins to lessen, as is the case today. The year 1945 saw this influence almost completely vanish, particularly from the astral plane.
(EH 361)  The focus of His attention in the year 1936 was, for the first time, predominantly on the first subplane of the astral plane.  Hence the sensitives' correct and immediate response to His energy there expressed.

 

(RI 123)  secondly, the coming in of very advanced souls ever since the year 1925.  These souls will be ready to give the needed training and instruction when the right time comes, having brought it over with them when they came into incarnation, and knowing normally and naturally [Page 123] what the modern esoteric student is struggling to grasp and understand.

 
(EOH 587)  2. Those disciples and initiates who will emerge from the three Ashrams and whose work is largely to act as the vanguard of the Hierarchy and precede it into outer manifestation. This will begin in the year 1975, if the disciples now active will do their work adequately.

 

(EPII 367) The new era is however upon its way, and nothing can prevent that which the stars decree and which the Hierarchy of guiding Minds consequently foresee.  The new executives who will succeed the present dictators and powers will take over the control towards the year 1955, and they will be seventh ray aspirants and disciples in the majority of cases; their capacity towards integration and towards fusion along right lines will then rapidly bring about the needed international understanding.

 

This period could be the synthesizing last quarter of the century 

(CF 753)  A very interesting period will come about the year 1966 and persist to the end of the century.  It is one for which the Great Ones are already making due preparation.  It concerns a centennial effort of the Lodge and of the Personages taking part therein

 

 

 (EOH 289)  The past year has been one of the world's worst experiences from the standpoint of agony and distress; the point of acutest suffering has been reached. It has, however, been the year in which the greatest spiritual Approach of all time has shown itself to be possible—an Approach for which the initiates and Masters have for centuries been preparing, and for which all the Wesak Festivals since the meeting of the Great Council in 1925 have been preparatory
 
(EOH 567)  It is interesting to note (though it is of no immediate moment) that the work of destruction initiated by the Hierarchy during the past one hundred and seventy-five years (therefore since the year 1775) has in it the seeds—as yet a very long way from any germination—of the final act of destruction which will take place when the Hierarchy will be so completely fused and blended with Humanity that the hierarchical form will no longer be required. The three [Page 567] major centres will then become the two, and the Hierarchy will disappear and only Shamballa and Humanity will remain, only spirit or life, and substance as an expression of intelligent love will be left. This corresponds to the experience of the individual initiate at the fourth initiation, when the causal body, the soul body, disappears and only the monad and its expression, the personality (a fusion of soul and form) are left. This event of final dissolution will take place only at the close of our planetary existence, when the door to individualisation is finally closed for a pralayic period and the Way of the Higher Evolution will be more closely trodden than the Path of Initiation.

 
(DINAII 255)   4. Four lines of teaching were emphasised in past centuries and up until the year 1875:
a. Hints as to the changing of personality character as preparatory to initiation.

b. Teaching as to the oneness of Deity and of the universal order.

c. Instruction as to the creative process. 

d. Laya yoga or the yoga of energy, working through force centres.

 

(DINAII 269)  Today, the true  disciple who is ready for this great step is in control of his emotional apparatus; his lower mind is keenly alert and focussed, and his higher mind is definitely en rapport with the lower, via the antahkarana. Perhaps clarity of perception will come to you if you realise that the conditional demands of the Initiator (until the period of the year 1400 A .D.) were for conscious soul contact; today, it is for a measure of established relation to the Spiritual Triad, via the antahkarana..... A great change in the human consciousness made it possible—in the year 1425 A .D.—to inaugurate changes in the requirements for initiation and definitely to lift the standard. 

 

The Monadic Ray of our planetary Logos is the 1st, so the Monads he is primarily occupied with are the 1st Ray Monads, but while he is controlled by his 3rd ray Personality ray, 3rd ray Monads are most numerous, and when he is later controlled by his 2nd ray Egoic Ray, 2nd ray Monads will be most numerous. 
(CF 364) In occupying ourselves with these various statements anent our scheme and its Ruler we have seen that this particular cycle, or incarnation of His, is one of great importance, not only to Himself but to the entire system.  The planetary Logos of this scheme is primarily occupied with a particular group of units, or with those Monads who vibrate to His key, are colored by the same colour as Himself, answer to the same number, and are esoterically known by the same Name.  
 
The centres develop according to the Monadic ray in ordered cycles-The Monadic Ray of Sanat Kumara is the 1st so the order of development of his chakras are controlled by the number ten and its multiples. 
(CF 173) Not much can be here imparted, as the subject, if dealt with at all fully, would convey too much information to those liable to misuse it.  As we know, the evolution of the centres is a slow and gradual thing, and proceeds in ordered cycles varying according to the ray of a man's Monad.
 
The life of the Pilgrim can be, for purposes of discussion, divided into three main periods:
 
1. That period wherein he is under the influence of the Personality Ray.
2. That wherein he comes under the Ray of the Ego.
3. That wherein the Monadic Ray holds sway.
 
(EPI 243) Towards the close of this round, (7th root race) the monadic ray of the advanced units of humanity will be so powerful that there will be a marked pouring in of ray one, with its stimulation of the individual will.
 
(CF 426) Third.  At the final reabsorption of the perfected monads into their emanating source in the seventh round.   This will be marked by obscuration and the destruction of the form.  Suffering will be practically nil, as the human units involved will have reached a stage where they can consciously co-operate in the process of abstraction.  It is evident therefore that as regards the human family (the manasaputras in incarnation), the fourth, fifth, and seventh rounds hold hid the key to the first aspect.  For the devas it is the first, second and sixth.  For the involutionary entity, whom we call the "spirit of the planet" it is simply the third.
 
The highwatermark for the 4th round for the 3 Monadic Rays
3rd Ray Monads-relative achievement-5th Root-Race of 4th Round
2nd Ray Monads-relative achievement-6th Root-Race of 4th Round
1st Ray Monads-relative achievement-7th Root-Race (and 1st ray souls are incarnate during the 1st and 7th subraces of each root race) of 4th Round
(EPI 318) The fourth Ray of Harmony through Conflict leads from the period of that terrific balancing of forces in Atlantis (the [Page 318] fourth race) to the sanctified and free devotion of one-pointedness in the next or sixth race, with two lines of energy consummating in it.  It marks the point of achievement of the Monads of Love, Who arrive at the expression of Love-Wisdom.  The final race marks the point of achievement for the Monads of Will, just as the present Aryan race marks, and will mark, the achievement of the Monads of Intelligence.  This warrants thought.  It is a relative achievement, for this is the fourth round, but there is necessarily a "highwater mark," if I might so call it, for each round.
 
The Monadic ray, when active (Sanat Kumara has a 1st Ray Monad) works through the sixth triangle.  The planetary Chains are the chakras of the Planetary Logos, and during the activation of the 6th triangle the 1st Ray Monads will be more numerous than any of the others.  It is the shortest period. This takes place in the 3rd Solar System. 
(CF 178)  The third period, wherein the monadic ray makes itself felt on the physical plane, is by far the shortest, and covers the period in which the sixth triangle holds sway.  It marks the period of achievement, of liberation, and therefore, although it is the shortest period when viewed from below upward, it is the period of comparative permanence when viewed from the plane of the Monad.  It covers the totality of time remaining in the one hundred years of Brahma, or the remainder of the process of manifestation.
 
When we study, therefore, the sets of triangles earlier referred to and the periods of ray dominance, we will find much room for thought.  Let me here point out, however, that the six groups of triangles are in all but five if we eliminate the pranic triangle which has to do with matter itself and is not counted any more than the dense physical is counted a principle.  Therefore we have:
 
a. Two triangles brought to vivification by the personality ray.
b. Two triangles brought to vivification by the egoic ray.
c. The synthesising triangle of the Monad. (the three synthesizing chains/chakras of Sanat Kumara-The Uranus, Neptune and Saturn Chains)
 
We must, nevertheless, recollect that the complexity is increased by the fact that the personality triangles will be brought to full activity according to the ray of the Monad or Spirit.  Therefore, no hard or fast rule can be laid down about development.  The egoic triangles are dependent largely upon the reflection in the personality of the spiritual life force.  They are the midway point, just as the causal or egoic body is the transmitting point (when sufficiently equipped and built) between the higher and the lower.
 
 
(CF 371) The analogy holds good, for a Heavenly Man at the end of the seventh round reaches full maturity, but requires the final process of rounding out and perfecting which He attains during the two final periods
 
a. Of synthesis into the major three schemes. (Uranus, Neptune, Saturn)
b. Of resolution into the final one; (The Sun veiling Vulcan(The Solar Logos has a 4th ray Monad hence Vulcan as the final one))
 
making again—with reverence may it be said—the nine cycles which cover the gestation of a Heavenly Man, and which precede His birth into yet higher worlds.  In this lies much food for thought, and much of moment [Page 372] for the profound student.  We might couple with these suggestions the recollection that we are speaking here only of the Logos of our own scheme, and must carefully differentiate other cycles for the other Logoi—a thing as yet impossible for us.  As this is meditated upon and studied, the wonder and beauty of the plan will become apparent.
 
 
(EPI 411)   THE RAYS IN AND OUT OF MANIFESTATION 
 
Ray I   Not in manifestation.
*Ray II            In manifestation since 1575 A .D. 
*Ray III          In manifestation since 1425 A .D. 
Ray IV            To come slowly into manifestation around 2025 A .D. 
*Ray V            In manifestation since 1775 A .D. 
Ray VI                        Passing rapidly out of manifestation. Began to pass out in 1625 A .D.
*Ray VII         In manifestation since 1675 A .D.
 
 
(RI 207)  The three Buddhas of acivity are Counsil members and correspond to the three perm atoms in personality.  The Seven Spirits are Council members and each is in touch with one or other of the seven sacred planets.  Sanat sounds the “ 0” every 100 years, which gathers together the members.  As far as modern humanity is concerned, these Councils have been held under our arbitrary dates – in 1725, 1825, 1925. 
 

(RI.717) Shamballa made its first direct impact this century.  Will do so again in 1975 and 2000. 
 
 
 
The 100 year cycle is known as a “lesser impulse”
(CF 1039) Apart from the cyclic impulses continuously going forth, overlapping and superseding, and intermingling with each other, there are many which we might call lesser impulses (and the cycle of one hundred years to which H. P. B. refers [Page 1039] is but one of the lesser impulses.  There is a one thousand year cycle of greater moment).  There are vaster cycles, of 2500 years, of 7,000 years, of 9,000 years, of 15,000 years, and many others which only advanced initiates know of or can follow; these can break in upon any of the lesser impulses, and can be seen appearing, unexpectedly, as far as average man's knowledge is concerned, and yet they are but the returning impulses set in cyclic motion perhaps thousands of years ago.
 
The ten divided into a seven and then a three can be viewed in two ways.  The last quarter of each century is both destructive  and a period where the learning in the previous 70 years should be applied.  The last 30 years of each century (and the last three years of a ten year cycle) correspond to the three synthesizing schemes, Saturn, Neptune and Uranus. 

(EINA 8) "Are there definite types of activities, changing with the growing years and based on the phases of the growth process in the individual, that make for his best all-around development?"
 
I differ somewhat concerning the periods indicated by such occult teachers as Steiner, for though the seven year cycles have their place, the division is apt to be over-applied.  I would also suggest ten year cycles of development, divided into two parts:  seven of learning and three of application.
 
(CF 1038) What is oft overlooked is that each of these rays of energy demonstrates constructively, through the form-building agencies, and destructively through the ability of the force to destroy prior to building.  Thus the cycles can be viewed from two angles.
 
It is at this point that students in one branch of our theosophical movement must recognise the fact that just as H. P. B. came forth on a cyclic tide of energy to destroy the limiting forms to be found in the world of science and religion, so his work must fit in with other force emanations, such as the constructive work of the second ray in conjunction with the energy of the seventh at this time.  
 
The first ray is not in manifestation on the physical plane. 
(EPI 385)   The static stabilising tendency of Germany showing, for instance, in her futile effort to preserve a purity of race now impossible, is due to her first ray personality, whilst her fourth ray egoic force is responsible for her effort to standardise and harmonise all the elements within her borders, to the exclusion, however, of the Hebrew race.  With the problem of the Jew I will deal later.  Germany cannot help herself, for though the first ray is not in manifestation as we understand the term, yet the bulk of the egos now in power in Germany are on the first subray of the seven different rays, and hence they are from one dominant angle the transmitters of first ray force.  A hint is here given.  It is for this reason therefore that Great Britain can contact the German race and handle the German psychology more understandingly than can Russia , Italy or France .  They share similar qualities, and one of the services therefore that England can render at this time is to come to the aid of world peace, and so live up to the motto, "I serve," by acting as a mediator.
 
 
Notice that rays 1, 4 and 6 are not on this list below of Masters who are going to incarnate in four of the worlds major cites, and these rays are the ones not in Manifestion. A 1st ray disciple of the Planetary Logos though, is active on the astral plane.
(EPI 74)  This is owing to the imminent appearance, or manifestation, of certain great Lives Who will embody the energy of rays two, three, five and seven…. inflow of these four types of divine energy …..These four Beings, Who will appear as human beings in the field of the modern world, may be looked for before the end of this century …….. period which will go down in history as the time of glory for the fifth root race.  Each of these four Masters……. For each ray ……..destructive energy extant in the world today is due to the presence on the astral plane of a first ray disciple of the planetary Logos.  His work it is to clear the way for the manifestation of these other four major Disciples, Who are primarily Builders……
 
(DON 142)  We will now consider the trend of the times and seasons as far as the rays are concerned:
 
The 1st ray is out of physical manifestation, but beginning to have an effect on the mental plane, and in one hundred years will be felt powerfully on the astral plane, and in two thousand years time will be felt powerfully on the physical plane. 
RAY I — This ray is still out of physical manifestation but is beginning to have a definite effect upon the mental plane; there it influences the minds of disciples everywhere and lays the stage for the appearance of a certain group of disciples from Shamballa.  Two thousand years from today, the influence of this ray will be felt powerfully on the physical plane.  One hundred years hence its potency will be noted upon the astral plane.
 
The first ray cycles are rare
(DON 15) The true first ray personality who works in response to this Shamballa influence will have the ultimate good of the group deeply enshrined in his consciousness and heart; he will think in terms of the whole and not in terms of the part.  That is the thing which he will endeavour to impress upon the racial consciousness.  This may lead at times to ruthlessness and cruelty if the personality of the individual is not yet controlled by soul impulse.  Such cases can frequently be seen.  An instance of this can be noted in the history of the Jews as found in the Old Testament.  (The Jewish race/religion has a 3rd ray Monad, 1st ray Soul and 3rd Ray Personality and is ruled astrologically by Sun in Capricorn in the 5th house with Virgo rising) When the first ray was in control and passing through one of its rare cycles of activity we read that they butchered and slaughtered all their enemies — men, women and children, [Page 16] putting them to the sword.  The sword is ever the symbol of the first ray force just as the pen is of the second ray influence.
 
 

A fuller ref
(CF 1032)   II. THE NATURE OF THIS MOTION
 
As we well know, the nature of the motion on the plane of matter is rotary.  Each atom of matter rotates on its own axis, and each larger atom, from the purely physical standpoint, likewise does the same; a cosmic atom, a solar system, a planetary atom, and a human atom, man, can be seen equally rotating at differing degrees of velocity upon their own axis or around their own pole.  When we arrive at the plane of mind, and have to consider the activity of the second aspect of divinity, that which builds and holds the forms in coherent form, and which is the basis of the phenomenon we call time (literally, the awareness of the form), a different type of force or motion becomes apparent.  This type of energy in no way negates or renders useless the atomic rotary type, but involves it, and yet at the same time it brings the atoms of all degrees under the influence of its own activity, so that in every form which is in manifestation, the two types are manifested.  I would here remind the student that we are primarily considering the force of the second aspect as it concerns the human and superhuman kingdoms, or as the Manasaputras and their various groups are concerned.  On the involutionary arc, the Vishnu force is likewise felt, but until the nature of the group soul is more apprehended, and the quality of the Life who informs each of the subhuman kingdoms of nature is known with greater accuracy, it will profit us more to deal with force as it affects the human being, the planet on which he may be found, and the system in which that planet is playing its part.
 
The activity of the second aspect has been called spiral-cyclic, which in itself involves the concept of duality.  This activity is the cause of all cyclic evolution, and has been called in the occult phraseology "the activity of Brahma's year." It is that which brings about the [Page 1033] periodical appearing and disappearing of all existences, great or small.  It is intimately linked with the will aspect of Divinity, and with the Lipika Lords of the highest degree and its origin is, therefore, difficult for us to comprehend.  Perhaps all that can be said about it is that it is largely due to certain impulses which (as far as our solar system is concerned) can be traced to the sun Sirius.  These impulses find their analogy in the impulses emanating in cyclic fashion from the causal body of man, which impulses bring about his appearance upon the plane of maya for a temporary period.  A hint may here be given to the earnest student; in the threefold Ego (the lives who form the central bud, the lives of the petals, and the triple group of lives who form the three permanent atoms) is seen a correspondence to the three groups of Lipika Lords who are the karmic cause of solar manifestation, and who control its periodic manifestation.  These three groups are related to Their guiding Intelligences on Sirius.
 
The Law of Periodicity is the effect produced by the amalgamation of these two types of force with a third.  The two types of force or energy are the activity of the first Aspect, the logoic will or purpose, and the energy of the second aspect.  This purpose is hidden in the foreknowledge of the Logos and is completely hidden even from the Adept of the fifth Initiation.  The Adept has achieved a comprehension of the purpose of the Son, and for Him there remains the problem to recognise the purpose of the Father.  The one is the impulse behind the forward movement of all life, and the other the impulse behind its cyclic activity, and this is called spiral-cyclic.  When this blended dual force is brought in touch with the rotary activity of matter itself, we have the triple activity of the Ego, for instance, which is rotary-spiral-cyclic, and that which results in the stimulation of the self-contained atom, in the periodical emergence of form, and in the [Page 1034] steady, though slow, progress towards a goal.  We might, for the sake of clarity, differentiate the effects thus:
 
1. Rotary activity....The internal activity of every atom viewed as a unity, the activity of Brahma or the Holy Spirit, perfected in the first solar system.  It is unified individual consciousness..."I am."
 
2. Cyclic activity....The activity of all forms, viewing them from the aspect of consciousness, and of time.  It is unified group consciousness..."I am That," the activity of Vishnu in process of being perfected in this the second solar system.
 
3. Spiral activity....The influence which impresses all forms, which emanates from their greater centre, and which merges itself a little, a very little, with the two other modes of motion, being practically lost sight of in the stronger vibration.  It is the activity which will be perfected in the third solar system, and is the Shiva form of motion, and the unified consciousness of all groups.  It is the consciousness which proclaims "I am That I am."
 
One of the primary things the occult student should remember when considering the nature of spiral-cyclic activity, is that it has two effects.
 
First, it is an attractive force, gathering the rotating atoms of matter into definite types and forms, and holding them there as long as necessity demands.
 
Secondly, it is itself gradually dominated by another and higher vibration, and through its spiralling progress through matter it sweeps those forms systematically nearer and nearer to another and stronger point of energy.
 
These effects are to be seen clearly demonstrated in man's evolution in the approach he makes uniformly through the cycles to the centre of the spiral-cyclic energy, [Page 1035] and subsequently to the still more impressive point, that of his "Father in Heaven."  The Angel first attracts animal man; cyclically He actuates the material sheaths, thus giving them coherence, and ever swings them into closer relation to himself.  Later, as the momentum is increased, the man is swung more definitely into relation with the monadic aspect, until that higher rhythm is imposed upon him.  This is equally true of a planetary Logos, and of a solar Logos.
 
The spiral-cyclic force demonstrates, as might be expected, in seven ways; of these, the three major methods of demonstration are symbolised in the Rod of Initiation of Sanat Kumara.  The Rod most frequently recognised by men is that of the Hierophant, the Bodhisattva, which consists of the straight central serpent with the two others entwined around it, thus picturing, among other things:
 
a. The three outpourings,
b. The three worlds,
c. The spinal column and its channels,
 
or those main factors with which the initiate concerns himself.  He has to understand somewhat the nature of matter and what is occultly involved in that expression, his own triple constitution, the three worlds in which he has to play his part, and the instrument which he has to use.  This rod of the Bodhisattva is surmounted by a diamond which is not as great a diamond as the "Flaming Diamond" of the first Kumara, but is of rare beauty.  At the time of initiation when the electrical forces are tapped, this diamond revolves on its axis, picturing the rotary nature of atomic matter.
 
The Rod of Sanat Kumara is far more intricate, and instead of the central Rod, or Serpent, standing on the tip of its tail, all the three serpents are interwoven in a spiral fashion, and the Flaming Diamond which surmounts [Page 1036] it is of such radiance that the effect is produced of a spheroidal aura, cast around the interlaced serpents, typifying the form-building nature of the Vishnu activity.
 
According to the initiation taken, a reflection will be seen from a part of the interlaced serpents, and the illusion will be created that the diamond is cycling up and down between the summit, and the irradiated portion.
 
At the same time, each serpent revolves upon itself, and likewise cycles around its neighbor, producing an effect of extraordinary brilliance and beauty, and typifying rotary-spiral-cyclic force.
 
The seven types of spiral-cyclic energy are suggestive of the nature of the planetary Logoi which they represent, and produce, therefore, the distinctions which exist between men; they are accountable for the nature of cycles, and this is a point oft overlooked.  Students discuss the periods of the emergence of the Rays, setting arbitrary dates, such as 2500 years, for the manifestation of any particular ray.  One ray does pass through its cycle in that length of time, but only one, the others being either longer or shorter.  The difference has a great effect upon the egoic cycles, and is responsible for the length of time between incarnations. (CF 1036) Some Egos cycle through their incarnations and their pralayas very rapidly; others spend untold aeons, and hence it is impossible to say that there are even "averages" connected with the appearance of Egos on the astral plane, for instance.  This fact has bearing upon the statement of H. P. B. anent the Lodge effort each one hundred years.  Under the particular type of cyclic force emanating from the Lodge, the high water mark of its activity is to be found once in every seven cycles. (every 7*10=70 years and 7*100=700 years and) All that originates on that Ray is controlled by spiral-cyclic efforts based upon the number 10 and its multiples, and finding its highest cyclic vibration, as it happens, during the last [Page 1037] quarter of each century.  (the last 30 years of the century) What our more modern students are apt to forget in this connection is that this activity is but the demonstration of one type of force out of seven possible and that it concerns primarily that group of adepts who are on that particular line of energy, and will necessarily affect greatly all disciples and people on a similar line.  At the same time, the work it initiates is endorsed by the Lodge as a whole, for it is part of the force emanation of the planetary Logos.  It is naturally of great importance owing to the fact that this ray-energy is that of one of the three major Rays; but it will be, in the equilibrising process, balanced by analogous cyclic emanatory activity from the two other major Rays.
 
It might be added here that when this is recognised it will become apparent that the revolutionising scientific discoveries which can be traced down the centuries, such as the formulation of the Law of Gravitation, the circulation of the blood, the ascertainment of the nature of steam, the discovery by man of that form of electrical phenomena which he has harnessed, and the more recent discovery of radium, are in their own department (that of the Mahachohan), analogous to the effort made during the last quarter of each century to stimulate the evolution of men through a further revelation of some part of the Secret Doctrine.  Newton , Copernicus, Galileo, Harvey , and the Curies are, on their own line of force, lightbringers of equal rank with H. P. B.  All revolutionised the thought of their time; all gave a great impulse to the ability of man to interpret the laws of nature, and to understand the cosmic process, and only those of circumscribed vision will fail to recognise the unity of the many force impulses emanating from the one Lodge.
The 3rd ray 900 year cycle began its outgoing building period lasting 450 years in 375BC when Plato would have been around 50 years of age.  He would have been in the full thrust of his activities and mature enough to make use of the 1st subray of the 3rd ray 900 year cycle.  
These cycles will not coincide, for they are not all similar to the one hundred year spiral.  Some idea as to the Mahachohan's cycle (DK is here talking about 3rd ray cycles) of emanatory impulses may be [Page 1038] gathered by considering the dates of the foremost scientific discoveries since Plato's time; (born around 427BC)(1425 minus 900=525 AD-900=375BC) the cycles of the second ray may also be averaged by a summary of the appearances of the great Teachers down the ages.
The force emanations from the Manu, or those of the first Ray, are easily traced when the races are considered, and this has been done in the recognition of the races and subraces.  What is oft overlooked is that each of these rays of energy demonstrates constructively, through the form-building agencies, and destructively through the ability of the force to destroy prior to building.  Thus the cycles can be viewed from two angles.
 
It is at this point that students in one branch of our theosophical movement must recognise the fact that just as H. P. B. came forth on a cyclic tide of energy to destroy the limiting forms to be found in the world of science and religion, so his work must fit in with other force emanations, such as the constructive work of the second ray in conjunction with the energy of the seventh at this time.
 
When students learn to blend the one hundred year cycles of the first type of energy with the equally powerful impulses from the second Ray and the third, we shall then have a cessation of many controversies.  No great impulse will come from the Lodge along the line of the first Ray of Will or Power till the close of a century.  One such impulse along another line of force came when the discovery of the nature of the atom was arrived at through the study of electricity, and of radioactive substances, and an impulse from the second aspect is imminent.  It is not safe for students with limited vision to dogmatise anent this question of cycles.  Apart from the cyclic impulses continuously going forth, overlapping and superseding, and intermingling with each other, there are many which we might call lesser impulses (and the cycle of one hundred years to which H. P. B. refers [Page 1039] is but one of the lesser impulses.  There is a one thousand year cycle of greater moment).  There are vaster cycles, of 2500 years, of 7,000 years, of 9,000 years, of 15,000 years, and many others which only advanced initiates know of or can follow; these can break in upon any of the lesser impulses, and can be seen appearing, unexpectedly, as far as average man's knowledge is concerned, and yet they are but the returning impulses set in cyclic motion perhaps thousands of years ago.
H. P. B. is right in his affirmation as far as the impulse of the first ray is concerned; but his followers are not right, in so far as they overlook and negate the six other types of impulses, (the other six ray cycles)  of equal or of more importance, which may emanate cyclically from the Lodge, and which will meet with response from those who vibrate to that particular type of energy.
 
 
Here we are told there are  “many other” ray cycles which only advanced initiates can follow.  To my mind this means one of two things. Either only advanced initiates can follow them because a) They are not of a fixed length or b) They cover such large periods of time that us lesser mortals simply cannot see their effect on civilizations and culture. 
 (CF 1039) Apart from the cyclic impulses continuously going forth, overlapping and superseding, and intermingling with each other, there are many which we might call lesser impulses (and the cycle of one hundred years to which H. P. B. refers [Page 1039] is but one of the lesser impulses.  There is a one thousand year cycle of greater moment).  There are vaster cycles, of 2500 years, of 7,000 years, of 9,000 years, of 15,000 years, and many others which only advanced initiates know of or can follow; these can break in upon any of the lesser impulses, and can be seen appearing, unexpectedly, as far as average man's knowledge is concerned, and yet they are but the returning impulses set in cyclic motion perhaps thousands of years ago.
 
(WM 402)  Let us begin with the past.  About the year 1400, the Hierarchy of Masters was faced with a difficult situation.  As far as the work of the second ray was concerned (which had to do with the impartation of spiritual truth) there had come to be what I might call a complete exteriorisation of that truth.  The activity of the first ray had also brought about an intense differentiation and crystallisation among the nations and governments of the world.  These two conditions of concrete orthodoxy and political differences persisted for many generations and are still manifesting.  Today we have a similar condition both in the world of religion and in that of politics. 
 
After noting and watching this trend of affairs for another one hundred years, the Elder Brothers of the race called a conclave of all departments about the year 1500 A .D.  Their object was to determine how the urge to integration, which is essentially the keynote of our universal order, could be hastened.....The tiny and temporary  cycles, the small ebb and flow of the cosmic processes do not engage Their attention in the first instance.
 
(WM 410)  These latter groups have acted largely under the influence of the sixth and second rays.  The cultural emerged under that of the fourth ray, whilst the first ray has impelled the political activities which have brought such changes in the nations.  Under the fifth and third ray impulses, groups of scientific investigators have arisen, 
 
(DON 136)   I would have you bear in mind in connection with the five rays which we have seen are influencing or beginning to influence humanity at this time (the first, second, third, sixth and seventh rays) that their effect varies according to the ray type or ray quality of the individual concerned and according to his position upon the ladder of evolution.  Such points are often forgotten.  If a man is, for instance, upon the second Ray of Love-Wisdom, it may be expected that the influence of that ray and of the sixth (which is along the second ray line of power) will be easily effective and will necessarily constitute the line of least resistance.  This situation may, therefore, produce undue sensitivity and an unbalanced unfoldment of characteristics.  It is our characteristics which influence our conduct and our reactions to circumstance.  It will mean also that the influence of the first, third and seventh rays will be fundamentally unsettling and will call out resistance or — at the very least — an attitude of non-receptivity.  In the world today, the rays which are along the line of energy which is that of the first Ray of Will or Power (including the third and the seventh) are in the ratio of three to two (as regards present manifestation) and, [Page 136] therefore, we can look for a fuller expression of the first ray attributes and happenings than would otherwise be the case.  This will be particularly so because the sixth ray is fast going out of manifestation.  All the above constitutes a piece of information which is of small value at this time.  Its implications will become increasingly apparent as time goes on and I am, therefore, including them in my teaching.

 

(CF 426) Second.  In the fifth round, at the so-called Judgment.  This will bring about the apparent destruction of two-fifths of the human family, and the translation of the indwelling units of consciousness to other spheres, more [Page 426] suited to their stage of evolution.  This event will be regarded at the time as a catastrophe, but the Knowers will see and know, and three fifths of the human family will understand the reason.
 
(CF 422) The time for the sounding of the final mantric phrase by ordered active groups lies ahead in the sixth and seventh rounds, and will not reach its full vibration in this solar system at all.  "I am That" will peal forth fully consummated in this system of duality, for the third initiation sees the initiate comprehending its mantric force.  Nevertheless, initiates of the sixth and seventh Initiations will not preponderate in this system.  After the fifth round and the passing into temporary obscuration of two fifths of the human family, the remaining units will achieve an approximate standing as follows:
 
One fifth will mantrically sound the words "I am That I am. " (6th and 7th initiations)
 
Two fifths will achieve the fifth Initiation and will know themselves as "I am That."  They will also be cultivating response to the higher note.
 
One fifth and a half will attain the third Initiation, and will know themselves as "I am That" in full consciousness. (Three and a half fifths will take 3rd and 5th)
 
The remaining units will be those who are treading the Path, and beginning to know themselves as the group.  (half a fifth will be between 1st and 3rd)
 
 
 
 
Astrology and the Rays
 
(EA 412)  Speaking with a wide generalisation, it might he said that the three major groups of forces affecting our planet are zodiacal, systemic and planetary in nature and—again generalising—it might also be said that:

 

1. Zodiacal energies pass through Shamballa and are related to the first Ray of Will or Power and affect the Monad.  (250,000 years)
 

2. Systemic energies pass through the Hierarchy and are related to the second Ray of Love- Wisdom or (as it is oft called in esoteric astrology) the Ray of Attractive Coherency and affect the soul. (25,000 years)
 

3. Planetary forces impinge upon and pass through humanity and are related to the third Ray of Active Intelligence and affect the personality. (2,160 years)
 
The transmitting ray of a planetary logos is the Monadic ray-the transforming ray is the soul ray-and the transfiguring ray is the personality ray.  The transmitting ray of our Earth Scheme is the 1st as she has a 1st ray Monad
(EA 619)  1. ARIES is the constellation through which initiating conditions will stream into our solar system. It embodies the will-to-create that which will express the will-to-good. It is the monadic ray of our planetary Logos, Whose Soul ray is the second and the personality ray the third. You can note here, therefore, how the transmitting ray of our planetary Logos is the first; and hence the place which the will plays in our human evolutionary process; His transforming ray is the second and that eventually brings transfiguration through the medium of the third and in this combination you have the reason why, in the evolution of the will aspect, you have the influence of Mars and Mercury—the one bringing conflict and the death of the form and the other bringing illumination and the development of the intuition as a result of that conflict and death. 
 
(CF 439) As the ray influence passes away from a race or a planet, a scheme or a solar system, it must not be supposed that it is completely abrogated; it has simply passed beyond the periphery of whatever ring-pass-not it was energising, and the force of its influence is being focussed elsewhere.  The original recipient becomes a channel, or transmitting agent, and not so much an absorber or container.  Words again are handicapping us, and proving their inadequacy to express an idea.  What the student should recognise is that during a cycle of ray influence, the object of its immediate attention receives and absorbs it, and transmutes it according to its need, and not so much therefore is available for transmission.  When the cycle is drawing to a close more and more of the ray influence or magnetism will be felt elsewhere, until practically all of it will be passed on unabsorbed.
(it will be transmitted)
 
 
(EPI 316) The Rays and the Races
 
We have been told in the past teaching of the Ageless Wisdom that a human being is a triple aspect of energy, and that he is essentially a trinity, as is the Deity.  We speak of him technically as Monad-ego-personality.  We define him as spirit-soul-body.  I should like to point out here that in studying the human family as a unit and as a whole, it also will be discovered to be essentially a Monad, with seven egoic groups, within which all souls (in incarnation and out of incarnation) find their place, and with forty-nine corresponding racial forms through which the seven groups of souls cyclically express themselves.  All souls work out their destiny in all races, but certain types predominate in certain racial forms.  Where, then, is to be found any reason for racial predilections or antipathies?  In the realisation of the truth that we all, at some time, experience incarnation in all racial forms will come the knowledge that there is only unity.  The subject may be clarified if we tabulate the teaching and the ray relationship to the races as follows:
 
    Ray                                  Full Expression            Major influence
Ray I. Will.            In the 7th rootrace.             1st and 7th subraces.
1st ray souls.         Perfection of Plan.
 
Ray II. Love-Wisdom        In the 6th rootrace.             2nd and 6th subraces. 
2nd ray souls.                       Perfected Intuition.
 
Ray III. Intelligence.           In the 5th rootrace.  3rd and 5th subraces.
3rd ray souls.                           Aryan race.  
                   Perfected Intellect.
 
Ray IV. Harmony.              In the 4th rootrace.      4th and 6th subraces.
4th ray souls.                        Atlantean race.
                Perfected astralism.
                Perfected emotion.
 
Ray V. knowledge.              In the 3rd rootrace.             5th and 3rd subraces.
5th ray souls.                        Lemurian.
                Perfected physical.
 
Ray VI. Devotion.               In the 2nd rootrace.            6th and 2nd subraces. 
6th ray souls.
 
Ray VII. Ceremonial          In the 1st rootrace.              7th and 1st subraces. 
    Magic.
7th ray souls.
 
(EPI 316)  Remember that this tabulation refers to the major ray cycles, and remember further that in every rootrace you have a continuous mingling and intermingling of the rays with what might be called the "constant" or dominating ray, which appears and re-appears with greater frequency and potency than do the other rays.  There is therefore a close correspondence between certain rays and certain races, with their subraces, and these are coloured by these predominant ray influences.  It is interesting also to interpret these ray influences (as I have expressed them) in terms of their quality leading to their objective, as follows:
 
The first Ray of Will leads from latent purpose in the first race to the fulfilled evolutionary Plan in the seventh race.
 
The second Ray of Love-Wisdom leads from love or divine desire in the second race to full intuitional understanding in the sixth race.
 
The third Ray of Active-Intelligence leads from the latent mental awareness of Lemurian man in the third race to the intellectual achievement of the Aryan race, the fifth race.
 
(EPI 316)  Remember that this tabulation refers to the major ray cycles, and remember further that in every rootrace you have a continuous mingling and intermingling of the rays with what might be called the "constant" or dominating ray, which appears and re-appears with greater frequency and potency than do the other rays.  There is therefore a close correspondence between certain rays and certain races………..
 
(EPI 321)  But in the midst of this complexity of rays and forces, the third and fifth rays hold paramount place, and govern the major cycles of the individual.  He is controlled not only by his own ray cycles (determined by his egoic ray) and by the lesser cycles of the personality, but he comes also under the influence of the major and minor cycles in the ray life of humanity as a whole.
 
The human kingdom has a 4th ray soul with a 5th ray personality so it could be argued that the 4th ray of the human kingdom is the controlling ray period for the fourth round and the fourth scheme. The 5th Round we know is controlled by the 5th ray. 
(CF 441) the fourth Ray of Harmony, which is the dominant ray of the greater cycle which includes the fourth round and globe, and the seventh Ray of Ceremonial Magic, which is one of the foremost influences concerned in all objective manifestations.  These two Rays, or the force of these two planetary Logoi, are largely instrumental in bringing about coherency in our chain, the fourth of the fourth scheme, and on our physical globe, the Earth.  The fourth and the seventh interact, one acting temporarily as a negative force and the other as a positive.
 
This series of three sequences can be applied to any time period, not just to the chains.  The time and space order is the 7, then the 3, and then the 10 summarising the other two. We can see this in the 100 year cycles as 70 years of learning, and three of application or withdrawal
(CF 415) In due course of time another merging in the scheme will eventuate and then Uranus (the chain of that name in our scheme) will flash into objectivity.  Forget not that the schemes manifest as seven, as ten, as three from the angle of the Eternal Now, or—from the point of view of a Heavenly Man—the manifestation may be written as (3|7) (put a circle around the 3|7—ed.).  In time and space the order might be stated to be 7-3-10, and at certain stages 10-7-3 .  As [Page 415] the opposites merge the ten become the seven and the three, and it is during this process that entire chains and globes, and eventually schemes, will apparently vanish from objectivity, and drop out of sight.  They will be simply absorbed.  During the twofold process of evolution, it might be numerically expressed as:

 

During involution the sequence is seen as three, then seven and finally ten.
During evolution the sequence is ten, then seven and finally three.
 
 
The dominant Cosmic ray on a scheme is indicated according to whether the Planetary Logos is focused in his personality, soul or Monadic Ray.  The active ray indicates which groups of Monads are most numerous on that planet.   The 3rd ray personality of Planet Earth is the controlling factor right now, so we have a preponderance of 3rd ray Monads. This Cosmic ray is the true Monadic ray cycle for a human Monad
(EPII 100)  There is, finally, the active application and the complete sacrifice of the lower separated self through the power to "stand in spiritual being" which necessarily infers that one has reached that state of consciousness which transcends what may be called, symbolically the "Earth, Saturn and Mars" state of consciousness.
 
Let it not, however, be forgotten that the contribution to these three great planetary Lives, as They embody pre-eminently [Page 101] the Law of Sacrifice, through pain and rebellion, is a major contribution to the whole, and greatly enriches the sum total.  The units of divine life and the atoms of electrical energy who pass through these three planetary schemes are subject to them in order to acquire that psychic sensitivity which would otherwise be impossible.  Only those units of life who are coloured predominantly by the third ray of activity pass for any length of time through these three schemes.  A hint is here conveyed as to the prevalence of third ray Monads among the sons of men.  The ray of active intelligence, expressing itself through the seven ray types, is above everything else the ray upon which the majority of human monads will, particularly, at this time, be found.  We shall, therefore, find the following psychological types colouring the bulk of our humanity, and the ray of active intelligence expressing itself through 
 
 
During any age of 25,000 years one of the three signs is the controlling factor pouring its force through its esoteric ruler-The controlling 1st ray sign might be Capricorn in 25,000 years time if a sign maintains the controlling part of the triangle from when the Sun enters the sign until it hits the next part of the 1st ray triangle
(EA 488) It is here that the importance of the esoteric rulers can be seen. These triangles, composed of three constellations are (according to cyclic law) dominated at any one time by one of the three, the other two being subordinated. These triangles are called in the Archives of the Lodge "Triangles in Revolution"; at one time, one of the three constellations will be the controlling factor; at another time another will swing into effectiveness and later a third. Each of these in turn pours its force through its esoteric ruler  (not hierarchical ruler)  and the other two energies become of secondary importance. When this information is connected with the teaching upon the rays, it will be apparent how necessary it is to know which of the triangles is the focal point of transmission, because in this way it will be discovered which ray energy is in major or minor expression.

 
(EA 492) Earlier in this treatise, I gave you the relation between the rays and the constellations and stated that each of the seven rays expressed itself through the medium of three constellations or through a triangle of energies. This relation is the basis of the entire Science of Triangles and, therefore, of astrology itself; it is also related to the rays, the constellations, their ruling planets and our Earth in a great synthesis of energies; it relates our solar system to the larger whole and our tiny non-sacred planet to the solar system. Let me repeat that statement and thus indicate to you some vital facts anent this world of interweaving energies. The Rays pour through, are expressed by and are transmitted through the following constellations:
 
Ray I      Aries  Leo         Capricorn
Ray II    Gemini   Virgo      Pisces
Ray III  Cancer   Libra      Capricorn
Ray IV   Taurus   Scorpio  Sagittarius
Ray V    Leo         Sagittarius             Aquarius
Ray VI   Virgo      Sagittarius             Pisces
Ray VII Aries       Cancer   Capricorn
 
Certain interesting facts emerge if this tabulation is carefully studied. Let me list some of them for you, leaving you to apply the information as may seem best to you.
 
1. This interrelation is effective in this world cycle and will remain so until the end of the Aquarian Age. By [Page 490] this I mean, that these seven triangles of energy are today pouring their force through one of the constellations in each triangle.
 
2. Today, the following points of the triangles of energy or the following constellations in the triangles are the controlling factors:
 
Ray I.—Aries: This constellation, as might be expected, is the source of the initial energy, producing the New Age.
 

