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THE DESTINY OF THE NATIONS:

It is interesting to note that the fourth Ray of Harmony through Conflict which before long will come into power again, is to be prominent in the destinies of India, Germany, Italy, Austria and Brazil.  It is for this that there is so much preparatory turmoil in four of these countries.  The sixth Ray of Idealism is potent in Russia, the United States, Italy and Spain.  It is the fanatical adherence to an ideal which is responsible for the potent changes in these four countries.  In Germany and Italy the harmonising of the fourth ray, working through conflict, is also to be seen.  Hence we have in all these countries a process of "breaking-down" and of destruction of old forms prior to an adequate responsiveness to the influence of the incoming ray.  It should be remembered that as with individuals, so with nations — the reaction to an increasing influence of the soul ray is ever accompanied by a breaking down period; this demonstration of destruction is, however, only temporary and preparatory. 

(DN Page 52).

You will note that of the major nations only Brazil, Great Britain and the United States of America are definitely under the influence of the second Ray of Love-Wisdom.  An interesting fact thus emerges:  Great Britain is the custodian of the wisdom aspect of this second ray energy for the Aryan race; the United States will fulfil the same office for the world of the immediate future, whilst Brazil will eventually — many thousands of years hence — supersede both of them.  These three races embody the attractive cohesive aspect of the second ray and will demonstrate it through wisdom and right government, based on true idealism and love.

Great Britain represents that aspect of the mind which expresses itself in intelligent government, based on just [Page 55] and loving understanding.  That is, of course, the ideal before her, but not as yet the exactly fulfilled achievement.  The United States represents the intuitive faculty, expressing itself as illumination, plus the power to fuse and blend.  Brazil will — at some distant date — represent a linking interpreting civilisation, based on the unfoldment of the abstract consciousness which is a blend of the intellect and the intuition and which serves to reveal the wisdom aspect of love in its beauty. (DN Page 54-55).

It is useful to bear in mind that some nations are negative and feminine and others are masculine and positive.  India, France, the United States of America, Russia and Brazil are all feminine and constitute the nurturing mother aspect.  They are feminine in their psychology —  [Page 56] intuitive, mystical, alluring, beautiful, fond of display and colour, and with the faults also of the feminine aspect, such as over emphasis upon the material aspects of life, upon pageantry, upon possession and upon money or its equivalent as a symbol of the form side of existence.  They mother and nurture civilisation and ideas.

China, Germany, Great Britain and Italy are masculine and positive; they are mental, political, governing, standardising, group-conscious, occult by inclination, aggressive, full of grandeur, interest in law and in laying the emphasis upon race and empire.  But they are more inclusive and think in wider terms than the feminine aspects of divine manifestation.

National relationships and the major intellectual cleavages are based also upon the governing ray influences.  Spain, Austria and France, being governed by the seventh, fifth and third rays, have a close inter-relation.  This worked out in a most interesting manner in the Middle Ages, and the destinies of these three nations were closely related.  The newly forming country of the United States is likewise spiritually and intimately associated — in its form aspect — with Brazil, Russia and Italy; hence the early influx of certain types of emigrants into the country and hence also the pull of the South American countries upon the American consciousness, and the growth (rightly or wrongly) of the ideal of Pan-America.  These relations are all on the form side and emerge out of the personality rays or energy of the nations concerned.  The Ray of Love or Inclusiveness, the Ray of Active Intelligence showing itself so predominantly in the electrical civilisation of modern times, and the fifth Ray of Exact Science are all potently active at this time, for they are all pouring their energies onto our planetary life. The incoming seventh [Page 57] Ray of Order is surely, even if slowly, imposing order and a new rhythm of life upon mankind.  (DN Page 55-57).

You will note that I would differentiate most carefully between countries and nations, owing to the fact that today and increasingly in the future, they will not be synonymous.  The British nation is, for instance, a great synthesis of people, as is the United States of America, and also, in a lesser extent, both Brazil and the Argentine.  Under the present situation, incident to the war and starting around the year 1900, there is a constant and ceaseless migration of peoples from one place to another and from one country to another, taking place today not only individually but also in group formation.  This tends to produce an inevitable fusion, blending and producing inter-racial life, thus constantly offsetting and negating what has been called "racial purity."  This attempt at an impossible racial segregation and purity is a misnomer, for the past renders it impossible; mixed blood runs in all veins, but the effort to produce this is the keynote of certain of the more modern cultures.  These fortunately are in a minority, for they are anti-evolutionary and their objective is quite impossible of achievement, for they do not start with any pure strain.  This tendency towards racial segregation (so noticeable in the Jew and the German) is a form of isolationism and necessarily an aspect of materialism, and is related to the personality of humanity and not to the soul aspect; it is separative in effect and normally feeds pride in the individual and the nation; it runs counter to the true progress of humanity which must lead increasingly to closer human relations, to human wholeness in the truest sense of the term; it will produce the inevitable recognition of vital human unity, placing no emphasis [Page 65] upon individual nations and races.  This isolationist spirit was one of the dangers to which the neutral powers were at one time prone, particularly the United States, and the physical warning as to this danger was given to them in the magnetic storms which severed contact between them and Europe and dislocated their relationship between states within America itself. (DN Page 64-65).

Table — Page 50

       Nation

Personality Ray
 

Soul Ray
 
National Motto

India

4th Ray. Harmony through Conflict
1st Ray of Power

I hide the Light.

China

3rd Ray of Intelligence

1st Ray of Power

I indicate the Way.

Germany

1st Ray of Power

4th Ray of Harmony through Conflict
I preserve.

France

3rd Ray of Intelligence
5th Ray of Knowledge

I release the Light.

Great Britain
1st Ray of Power


2nd Ray of Love

I serve.

Italy

4th Ray of Harmony through Confiict
6th Ray of Idealism

I carve the Paths.

U. S. A.

6th Ray of Idealism


2nd Ray of Love

I light the Way.

Russia

6th Ray of Idealism


7th Ray of Order

I link two Ways.

Austria

5th Ray of Knowledge
4th Ray of Harmony through Conflict
I serve the lighted Way.

Spain

7th Ray of Order

6th Ray of Idealism


I disperse the Clouds.

Brazil

2nd Ray of Love

4th Ray of Harmony through Conflict
I hide the seed.

 (DN Page 50).
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   Country                      Ruling Sign                    Egoic Ray                      Ruling Sign                Personality Ray

Argentina

Cancer
4th

Not given

Libra
7th

Not given

Austria


Libra
7th

Fourth


Capricorn 10th

Fifth.

Belgium


Sagittarius 9th
  
Not given

Gemini
3rd

Not given.

Brazil


Leo
5th

Fourth


Virgo
6th

Second

China


Taurus
2nd

First


Libra
7th

Third

Finland


Capricorn 10th

Not given

Aries
1st

Not given

France


Pisces
12th

Fifth


Leo
5th

Third

Germany

Aries
1st

Fourth


Pisces
12th

First

Great Britain

Gemini
3rd

Second


Taurus
2nd

First.

Greece


Virgo
6th

Not given

Capricorn 10th

Not given.

Holland


Aquarius 11th

Not given

Cancer
4th

Not given.

India


Aries
1st

First


Capricorn 10th

Fourth.

Ireland


Virgo
6th

Not given

Pisces
12th

Not given.

Italy


Leo
5th

Sixth


Sagittarius 9th

Fourth.

Japan


Scorpio
8th

Not given

Capricorn 10th

Not given.

Poland


Taurus
2nd

Not given

Gemini
3rd

Not given.

Roumania

Leo
5th

Not given

Aries
1st

Not given

Russia


Aquarius 11th

Seventh

Leo
5th

Sixth.

Scandinavia

Libra
7th

Not given

Cancer
4th

Not given.

   (4 Nations)

Spain


Sagittarius 9th

Sixth


Capricorn 10th

Seventh.

Switzerland

Aries
1st

Not given

Aquarius 11th

Not given.

Turkey


Cancer
4th

Not given

Scorpio
8th

Not given.

U.S.A


Aquarius 11th

Second


Gemini
3rd

Sixth.

Note:  This tabulation is arranged alphabetically and not in the rate of importance and influence of a country and nation. (DN Page 67).

ESOTERIC PSYCHOLOGY - VOLUME I:

THE MAJOR NATIONS AND THEIR RAYS

All of the great nations are controlled by two rays, just as is the human being.  With the smaller nations we shall not [Page 382] concern ourselves.  All nations are controlled by a personality ray (if so we can call it), which is dominant and potent and the main controlling factor at this time, and by a soul ray which is sensed only by the disciples and aspirants of any nation.  This soul ray must be evoked into an increased functioning activity by the New Group of World Servers, for this is one of their main objectives and tasks.  This must never be lost to sight.  Much could be written about the historical influence of the rays during the past two thousand years, and of the way in which great events have been influenced or brought about by the periodic ray influence.  But for this I have neither the time nor the inclination.  Interesting as it is, and indicative of the present national trends and problems, all that I can now do is to point out the rays governing each nation, and leave you to study and note their effect at your leisure, and to comprehend their relation to the present condition of the world.  One thing I would point out, and that is that those rays which govern a particular nation, and which are at this time in incarnation, are very potent, either materially or egoically, whilst some of the problems may be due to the fact that certain rays, governing certain nations, are at this time out of incarnation.

 Nation                      
Personality Ray             

 Egoic Ray                          Motto

India


4th ray of art


1st ray of

"I hide the Light."  








government                                

China


3rd ray of intellect

1st ray of

"I indicate the Way."  








government                               

Germany

1st ray of power


4th ray of art

"I preserve."

France


3rd ray of intellect

5th ray of 

“I release the Light."








knowledge

Great Britain

1st ray of power


2nd ray of love

"I serve."


  

or government

Italy


4th ray of art


6th ray of idealism
"I carve the Paths."

[Page 383] 

U.S.A


6th ray of idealism

2nd ray of love

"I light the Way."          

Russia


6th ray of idealism

7th ray of

"I link two Ways." 








Magic and Order

Austria


5th ray of knowledge

4th ray of art

"I serve the Lighted Way." 

Spain


7th ray of order


6th ray of

"I disperse the Clouds."








Idealism

Brazil


2nd ray of love


4th ray of art

"I hide the seed." 

(EPV I Page 381-383).

It is interesting to note that the fourth Ray of Harmony or Art, which will begin before long to come into power again in its major aspect, is to be found prominent in the destinies of India, Germany, Italy, Austria and Brazil, and it is for this that there is so much preparatory turmoil in the [Page 385] three European countries.  The sixth ray is potent in  Russia, the United States, Italy and Spain. It is the fanatical adherence to an ideal which is responsible also for the potent changes in these four countries; in Germany and Italy, as we have seen, the harmonising power of the fourth ray is also seen.  Hence we have in all these countries a process of breaking down, and of destruction of old forms, prior to an adequate responsiveness to the influence of the incoming ray.  It should be remembered that as with individuals, so with nations,—the reaction to an increasing influence of the egoic ray is ever accompanied by a breaking down period, but this demonstration of destruction is but temporary and preparatory. (EPV I Page 385).

You will note that of the major nations only Brazil, Great Britain and the United States of America are definitely under the influence of the second ray.  An interesting fact emerges as we consider this grouping.  Great Britain is the custodian of the wisdom aspect of the second ray force for the Aryan race, so called.  The United States fulfills the same office for the sixth or coming subrace, which is the germ race for the future sixth great race, whilst Brazil will function as the leading division of the great sixth race.  These three races embody the attractive cohesive aspect of the second ray, and will demonstrate it through wisdom and wise government, based on idealism and love.  The United States will therefore represent a fusion of races, with the Anglo-Saxon element dominating.  Brazil will later represent the best of that which the Latin races have eventually to give.  This presented fusion will be considered from the angle of the ray types and the basic unfolding principles, and not from the angle of culture and civilisation.

Great Britain therefore represents the aspect of mind which expresses itself in intelligent government, based eventually on just loving understanding.  This, I say, is the ideal before her, but not the fulfilled achievement.  The United States represents the intuitive faculty, expressing itself as illumination and the power to fuse and blend.  Brazil (or rather what that country will then be called, for the time of this expression lies thousands of years ahead) will represent a linking interpreting civilisation, based on the unfoldment of the abstract consciousness, which is a blend of the intellect and the intuition, and which reveals the wisdom aspect of love in its [Page 388] beauty.  But the period of the development of this great civilisation lies too far ahead to make speculation possible. 

(EPV I Page 387-388).

It is useful to bear in mind, when considering the nations that some are negative and feminine and some positive and masculine.  India, France, the United States of America, Russia and Brazil are all feminine, and constitute the nurturing mother aspect.  They are feminine in their psychology,—intuitve, mystical, sensitive, alluring, beautiful, fond of display [Page 389] and colour, and with the faults of the feminine aspect, such as the laying of too much emphasis upon the material aspect of life, upon pageantry, upon possessions, and upon money as a symbol of that which connotes the form side.  They mother and nurture civilisation and ideas. (EPV I Page 389).

Intuitional relations and the major intellectual cleavages are based on the governing ray influences.  Spain, Austria and France, being governed by the seventh, fifth and third rays, have a close interrelation, and this worked out most interestingly in the Middle Ages when the destinies of these three nations seemed closely to interlink.  The newly forming country of the United States is likewise esoterically and intimately associated, in its form aspect, with Brazil, Russia and Italy, and hence the early influx of Russians and Italians into America, and hence also the pull of the South American countries upon the American consciousness and the growth of the ideal of Pan-America. (EPV I Page 390).

THE RAYS AND THE PLANETS

Each of the seven sacred planets (of which our Earth is not one) is an expression of one of the seven ray influences.  The student however must remember three things:

1. That every planet is the incarnation of a Life, or an Entity or Being.

2. That every planet, like a human being, is the expression of two ray forces,—the personality and the egoic.

3. That two rays are therefore in esoteric conflict in each planet.

Nation                      
Personality Ray             
 
Egoic Ray                          
Motto

India


4th ray of art


1st ray of

"I hide the Light."  








government                                

China


3rd ray of intellect

1st ray of

"I indicate the Way."  








government                               

Germany

1st ray of power


4th ray of art

"I preserve."

France


3rd ray of intellect

5th ray of 

“I release the Light."








knowledge

Great Britain

1st ray of power


2nd ray of love

"I serve."


  

or government

Italy


4th ray of art


6th ray of idealism
"I carve the Paths."

[Page 383] 

U.S.A


6th ray of idealism

2nd ray of love

"I light the Way."          

Russia


6th ray of idealism

7th ray of

"I link two Ways." 








Magic and Order

Austria


5th ray of knowledge

4th ray of art

"I serve the Lighted Way." 

Spain


7th ray of order


6th ray of

"I disperse the Clouds."








Idealism

Brazil

2nd ray of love


4th ray of art

"I hide the seed."

(EPV I Page 430).

THE RAYS AND THE INITIATIONS:

When the fourth Ray of Harmony through Conflict is the energy expressing itself through the soul, the indications are that the country concerned is nearing the Path of Discipleship or the Path of Probation.  Austria and Germany are nearing the Path of Discipleship; Brazil is on the Path of Probation and will rapidly move forward; Austria is nearer true discipleship than is Germany and, spiritually, Austria has much eventually to give.  Spiritual [Page 626] leadership will not be lacking once a measure of security and better living conditions have been assured.  Germany has a bitter price to pay because her immaturity and childish interpretation of world affairs, her lack of thinking capacity and her curious innate cruelty permitted the Forces of Evil (temporarily) to work through Germany and precipitate the world conflict.  But Germany will recover, provided she does not again permit herself to become a battleground, owing to her strategic position in central Europe.  It is for this recovery that all men of goodwill must work. (RI Page 625-626).

