World of Appearances, Meaning and Significances

An initiate is essentially one whose sense of awareness is occupied with subjective contacts and impacts and is not predominantly preoccupied with the world of outer sense perceptions.  EP2 247

As we have seen, it is necessary for humanity to recognize that there is a world of meaning behind the world appearances, of form--behind what has been called the "world of seeming."  It is the revelation of this world of inner meaning that lies immediately ahead of the race.  EP2 246

It is the significance behind the meaning which is ever the concern of the initiate mind.  Students would do well to remember the following sequence of words, embodying ideas: Symbol, Meaning, Significance, Light, regarding light as the emanating creative energy--the organizer of the symbol, the revealer of the meaning, the potency of the significance. ... I would ask you to bear in mind that the world of symbols is that of the personal life, of the phenomenal world as that phrase covers the three worlds of human evolution; the world of meaning is the world in which the soul lives and moves with intention and understanding; the world of significance is the world of the Spiritual Triad, which only confers its freedom fully after the third initiation.  RI 285-286

I would point out that it is not his [the initiate's] task to reveal the world of symbols.  The five senses and the mind principle are adequate to bring that about.  It is not his task to reveal the world of meaning.  That, the disciple arrives at and interprets as he develops soul consciousness.  His is the task to reveal the world of significances, the world of reality and of essential truth.  RI 303

These points of revelation emanate from the world of significances, and not from the world of meaning; they cast light, if truly interpreted and in due time, upon the world of meaning, thereby redeeming and liberating the forms in the world of appearances.  DNA2 404

The initiate in good standing looks into the heart of things; he has forced his way to the very "Heart of the Sun" (using those words in a "planetary" and not in a "solar" sense) and--from that vantage point--he becomes aware of the "Central Spiritual Sun" and the Way of the Higher Evolution which leads inevitably to that assured center of the Most High.  The three worlds of material living and the inner world of meaning which the soul has revealed to him are now left behind; he is suddenly confronted with the world of significances, with the true world of causes and of organization, and by the realm of the universal.  RI 652

Today, the door which is opening will admit man into a world of meaning--a world which is the ante-chamber to the world of causes.  Effect; Meaning; Cause.  In these three words you have the key to the growth of man's consciousness.  EH 384

These [points] must be looked at from the angle of discipleship and are not to be considered on their face value or in the ordinary manner.  They must be approached from the angle of the world of meaning and, if possible, from the world of significances; otherwise, the teaching will be so exoteric that its occult nature will not appear.  RI 708

Temporarily, and in order to move forward and at the same time to leave behind, the initiate becomes a "static point of concentrated contemplation."  He then stands before the Initiator in an intense interior preoccupation with the world of significances.  He only moves forward again, dropping then the static attitude, after the application of the Rod of Initiation.  His ability to contemplate significances rests upon his trained capacity to move with ease in the world of meaning (the major task which confronts all of you at this time).  The objective of the first two initiations is to enable the initiate to live in the world of meaning; the objective of the next four initiations--up to and including the sixth Initiation of Decision--is to enable him to live in the world of significances.  This must be carefully borne in mind when pondering upon the temporary static condition of the initiate as he stands in the hall of initiation.  DNA2 419-420

The Master, as He emerges at the fifth initiation into the light of day, realizes in that light...the true and hitherto unknown significance of the three worlds which he has viewed almost entirely from the angle of meaning.  Now its significance is apparent, and the revelation is so tremendous that "he withdraws into the world of light and joins his brothers.  He gathers all his forces and seeks new light upon the Plan.  That light shines forth and with the force of its revealing power, new loyalties arise, new goals are seen, and that which shall be and the thing which is, both become lost in the radiant light of revelation."  RI 644

The initiate lives in the world of causes, for this is obviously the world of initiation.  He deals therefore with those basic happenings which act as life-impulses, and initiates only those activities which are formulated by him as a soul and (bear this in mind) as a soul whose personality is initiate....I have therefore to teach each of you something as to the nature of that world of causes, and how to discover whether you are not functioning as a personality seeking as far as may be, to be sensitive to soul incentive, or whether you are literally functioning as a soul.  These are two very different matters, my brother.  DNA2 446

...it is a process of getting behind the world of effects into the world of causes, realizing that one simple cause or directed movement of energy can set in motion a myriad of effects.  The way of the initiate is not a complicated one, once he has grasped the fact that he must release himself from the world of seeming and of illusion, and stand free in the world of light, where all stand clearly revealed.  Then he can begin to face the lessons and take the training which will enable him to handle energy--having released himself from the control of forces--and begin to direct energy in conformity with the great Plan.  The complexity lies in the thinking of the neophyte.  The initiate knows it not.  RI 149

In the training of all disciples, one of the goals is to make the world of phenomena recede into the background of consciousness whilst the world of meaning becomes more vital and real.  This world, in its turn, is the antechamber to the world of causes, where conscious relationship can be established with the Initiator.  DNA2 141

Bear this in mind as you ponder these six sentences, try to give them an interpretation which will come to you from the world of meaning, producing a practical application, from the world of causes, producing an enlightened understanding, and (if you are far enough along) from the world of being, producing inclusiveness.  DNA2 285

The initiate works from his place upon that inner side.  During the early stages of the initiatory process he works in the world of meaning.  After the third initiation he works consciously in the world of causes, until such time as he is advanced enough to work in the world of being.  The aspirant is endeavoring to grasp the purpose of the world of meaning and to apply the knowledge gained to his daily life with understanding.  The disciple is endeavoring to comprehend the significance of the world of causes and to relate cause and effect in a practical manner.  The initiate of higher degree utilizes the potencies of these three worlds of meaning, cause and being to implement the purpose of Sanat Kumara.  DNA2 282

Only at the fourth initiation does he realize that death is nothing but a severing of a thread which links him to the ring-pass-not within which he has chosen to circumscribe himself.  He discovers that the "last enemy to be destroyed" is brought to that final destruction by the first aspect in himself, the Father or Monad (which moved originally to create that form), the Life, the Breath, the directing energizing Will.  It is the will that, in the last analysis, produces orientation, focus, emphasis, the world of form, and above all else (because of its relation to the world of cause), the world of meaning.

Average man lives and has his being in the world of meaning; the initiate and the Master have their focus in the world of Being.  They are then naught but will, illumined by love which links them with the world of meaning, and capable of intelligent activity which links them with the world of form, and is the indication of life.  RI 103

Just as the disciple enters the world of meaning and so can interpret events, just as the Hierarchy works in the world of mediation, applying the Plan which the world of meaning has revealed, so the higher initiate works consciously in the world of purpose which the Plan implements, the world of meaning interprets, and the world of events expresses in sequential order and under the evolutionary Law.  RI 177

