Mars in Leo and Aquarius
Mars in Leo

Mars in Leo or Mars in Relation to Leo

(from Esoteric Astrology)

Mars rules the first decanate of Leo (on the Reversed Wheel). (EA  311)

Mars rules the third decanate of Leo if Leo is partitioned among the members of the Fire Triplicity. Aries, exoterically ruled by Mars, would then correspond to the third decanate.

Specific Expressions of Mars in Leo

1.  Mars (in Leo) in Relation to the Dense Physical Vehicle: Mars in Leo will strengthen the physical vehicle. These indications are accentuated when the planet in the sign under consideration is also the ruling planet (as it would be, in this case, if either Aries or Scorpio were rising).  Leo, via the Sun, is always connected with strength and vitality. Mars and the Sun are the two principally masculine indicators among the ‘planets’ (even though the Sun is not really a planet). “Blood rushes” to the heart and the immediate circulatory system connected with it. This may increase the strength of that organ, or bring difficulties and high blood pressure through an over-concentration of force.

2.  Mars (in Leo) in Relation to the Etheric Vehicle: The overall effect of Mar in Leo upon the etheric body is vitalizing and positive. Taken alone as an indicator (i.e., independently of other perhaps contrary influences), it will increase etheric radiation, immunity and the general force and impact of the etheric vehicle upon the dense physical vehicle. There will be no difficulty ‘specializing’ prana, as may be found with Mars in Cancer or Pisces.

3.  Mars (in Leo) in Relation to the Astral Vehicle: This combination (the sixth ray of Mars blended with the first and fifth rays transmitted through Leo) adds willfulness to the astral dynamics. There will be emotional insistence, and determination that desire be fulfilled. Mars in Leo has a potential for egotism; this reflects within the astral nature as a demand that states of feeling and emotion be acknowledged rather than ignored. Emotional responses can be forceful and dramatic. Desires are fiery and can be selfish (Leo being the sign of selfhood), or at least tied to a separative personality attitude. Intense desire is mobilized in support of lower ego. In any case, the tendency to want to “have one’s own way”, emotionally, is pronounced. A disciple will have overcome these more negative tendencies, and an emotional strength and positivity will result.


4.  Mars (in Leo) in Relation to the Concrete Mind: Leo transmits the fifth ray and Mars is connected with science and the senses (both from the more material perspective). Whatever the ray of the mind, this combination will strengthen the fifth ray and (under Leo and the first ray) make one more certain of one’s point of view. Mental positivity can be an asset when its purpose is free from control by the lower ego (the personality consciousness), but there is also a subtle (and sometimes not-so-subtle) dominating effect, and a tendency towards “intellectual overlordship” (as the Tibetan has described it—{EA 471}) There can be an attitude of ‘mental conquest’, and the assertive mental approach is of one who is ‘not to be subdued’.

5.  Mars (in Leo) in Relation to the Personality as a Whole: Leo, in the development of most human beings today, represents either the integrated personality or the dominant (and integrated) personality. This combination adds first ray force to the personality manifestation and the tendency to wield personality power dominantly is certainly increased. Egoistic tendencies are augmented, but (at a later date) so is strength of character, bravery and nobility. The willingness to assert one’s individuality, whether for good or ill, is pronounced.

6.  Mars (in Leo) in Relation to Glamor: Glamors appear surrounding issues of overbearing certainty, self-assertion and self-will. These are fed by the glamors of pride and separativeness. Mars in Leo can certainly produce the illusion of the separated individual which leads to the emergence of the separative individual. This sense of separativeness lies at the root of so many glamors and illusions—overcome, as they are, by love, light and the sense of unity.

7.  Mars (in Leo) in Relation to Necessary Transmutations: Mars in Leo strengthens the ahamkara principle—the principle of “I-ness”, and in this case, quite separative “I-ness”. Egoism is crude compared to soul-consciousness, and it is this crude (and sometimes cruel) assertion of separativeness, (accompanied by selfish thought, desire and action) which must be transmuted and transformed.

8.  Mars (in Leo) in Relation to Sex: Sex is the playground of the lower ego, but it can also be the battleground where ego faces its demise. Dynamics of dominance and submission play a great part in human sexual behavior, so one can see how the very assertive (and masculine) attitude of Mars in Leo would play its part. Does sex occur within the field of love, or is the egoistic thought of “conquest” prominent in the mind (whether of a man or a woman)? Sex can become a tool for ego-reinforcement or even aggrandizement; this is the selfish approach, and one to which Mars in Leo persons are prone at a certain point in evolution. In any case, with this combination, the whole area of sexual encounter is faced positively (even exuberantly), with much of the self invested in the process. 

9.  Mars (in Leo) in Relation to the Management and Expenditure of Energy: Mars in Leo holds nothing back. When things are done, they are done “in a big way”. The self and its energies are spent in pursuit of its desires. Lavish Management and Expenditures, like fireworks, are brilliant but of short duration. This combination is abundantly endowed with energy to spend, but it spends fast. Restraining forces from other horoscopic influences would be helpful. 

10.  Mars (in Leo) in Relation to Courage: Mars in Leo is exactly courageous. Leo, the “Lion-hearted” becomes, with the addition of Mars, “Brave-heart”. Courage can be manifested even by egoistically motivated persons, but it becomes especially powerful when love (Leo) and devotion (Mars) rule.

11.  Mars (in Leo) in Relation to Aspiration: If and when the lower ego with its many lower desires is overcome, this combination can be filled with aspiration for the glories of the higher Life of Light and Love. The Leo energy always inclines towards an appreciation of brilliance, of a radiance which shines far beyond the dullness of normal, lack-luster life. Mars in Leo aspires towards the radiant glories of the fifth kingdom of Nature (the Kingdom of Souls), and the ardor to reach those heights can be strong.

12.  Mars (in Leo) in Relation to Idealism: To be a true idealism, one must value someone or something more than oneself. Lower ego is the enemy of true idealism. A false idealism, which aggrandizes the ego, there may be. We have seen this in the Leonian attitude of Mussolini who, in seeking to restore the glory and grandeur of ancient Rome, sought, really, his own aggrandizement. So true idealism cannot exist if one wishes to submit all things to the dictates of ones ego. However, once this selfishness is overcome, this combination offers the brave, courageous pursuit of the higher ideal, and a willingness to devotedly (Mars) invest one’s entire S/self (Leo) in that pursuit.

13.  Mars (in Leo) in Relation to the Readiness and Willingness to Fight: Mars in Leo is a commanding and dominating position. The lower ego makes war in order to preserve its little kingdom of selfhood. If other forces oppose, it forces itself forward—to fight and to prevail. In such cases we have the familiar thought of “fighting to preserve one’s honor”.

Later, the motivation changes, and one fights to preserve soul values. In any case, there is no lack of willingness to assert ‘one’s-self’, or to be asserted by ‘one’s-Self” (the soul as the assertive, warrior Self)

14.  Mars (in Leo) in Relation to Life’s Battlefield and the Nature of Personality Rebellion against the Soul: This must be obvious from all that has gone before—the dominant and dominating Mars in Leo personality has its own separative and “prideful purposings” (EA 491) which are at war with the intended loving unity of soul life. The egotistical general, commanding the armies of personality forces for his own ends, must become the simple soldier in the Army of the Soul (the Army of Maitreya, of which Master M. speaks). It is so easy for the Mars in Leo person to go his own way. This combination epitomizes personality rebellion against the higher nature—the aroused and assertive lower ego challenging its Master, the soul. Lower Leo must become higher Leo, and lower Mars, higher Mars, before the rebellion can case. Many a hard experience (in which the egotistical person is “cornered” by his own selfishness) must eventuate before the rebellion ceases—the pledge of loyalty withdrawn from the kingship of lower ego and humbly offered to the true King—the soul within.

15.  Mars (in Leo) in Relation to Personality Cooperation with the Soul: The soul needs a strong and selfless instrument. Those who offend in a certain direction, equip themselves to master their own offenses, transforming them into virtues redirected to positive ends. “The greatest sinner makes the greatest saint.” If the ways of selfish egotism are thoroughly understood and eventually devalued, they will not be repeated, and the energy hitherto poured into them will be dedicated to higher things. Armed with nobility and unimpeachable individual integrity, Mars in Leo can become the commander of the personality forces for the sake of the soul. If “heights of noted service” can be reached in Leo (and Aquarius) (EA 339), then, an unselfish Mars can only strengthen the power to serve. Then the inherent positivity of the soul can triumph, and its personality instrument will reflect that positively—bravely and in all circumstances.

A Few Miscellaneous Meanings of Mars in Leo
1. The assertion of the soul rather than the personality

2. The courage of the heart; “Braveheart”

3. Great vitality; considerable physical strength

4. Courageously setting an example

5. Forceful self-expression

6. The union of solar plexus and heart

7. The forceful expression of the ahamkaric nature

8. Stepping forth first

9. Boldness—for better or for worse

10. Great personality force

11. Aggressive egoism

12. The demand to be noticed

13. Pride and separativeness; one-upsmanship

14. Pushing others out of the way

Mars in Aquarius or Mars in Relation to Aquarius

(from Esoteric Astrology)

There are no direct connections of Mars to the sign, Aquarius, though as a member of the Fixed Cross, Aquarius naturally receives an indirect impulsion from Mars (which is so active in relation to Scorpio).

Specific Expressions of Mars in Aquarius

1.  Mars (in Aquarius) in Relation to the Dense Physical Vehicle: Aquarius is one of the fixed signs, all of which tend to make the physical vehicle more robust. Mars in Aquarius confers strength upon the physical vehicle, but that strength is closely tied to the condition of the nervous system, and while easily mobilized, is not as enduring as Mars in, for instance, Taurus or Scorpio. Aquarius rules the entire circulatory system and, therefore, Mars in this sign rules the entire “rush” of the blood. Hence the rapid stimulation and mobilization of the physical vehicle, but hence, also, its nervousness and high-strung nature. The circulatory system, therefore, may become supercharged, under the impulse of a highly stimulated nervous system, and, therefore, one those possessed of this combination may have to guard against high blood pressure, arrhythmia of the heart, and conditions of undue nervousness and tension.

2.  Mars (in Aquarius) in Relation to the Etheric Vehicle: Aquarius (with Gemini) is much related to the etheric body as a whole (cf. EA 303), especially in terms of general energy flows (rather than the oscillations of energy flows which can be attributed to Gemini) and the basic structure of its network of nadis. Mars in Aquarius acts as a great stimulant to the etheric body, making it subject to rushes of pranic energy, and producing an easily excitable etheric nature, but one that is, also, overly “nervous”. A chaotic condition of the ethers must be avoided, and the tendency to ‘strife’ between the various chakras. Under Mars in Aquarius, etheric energy is easily available at a moment’s notice according to desire (“Let desire in form be ruler”). 

3.  Mars (in Aquarius) in Relation to the Astral Vehicle: Aquarius, although an “air sign” is definitely related to water and emotion. The Tibetan has the following to say about it: “.Water being the symbol of substance and of material expression plus emotional motivation, Aquarius is consequently dual in its activity,….” As well, 

“This sign, that of the water-carrier, is a living sign and an emotional sign.  It will (through the effect of its potent force) stimulate the astral bodies of men into a new coherency, into a brotherhood of humanity which will ignore all racial and national differences and will carry the life of men forward into synthesis and unity.  This means a tide of unifying life of such power that one cannot now vision it, but which—in a thousand years—will have welded all mankind into a perfect brotherhood.  Its emotional effect will be to ‘purify’ the astral bodies of men so that the material world ceases to hold such potent allure, and may in its later stages bring about a state of exaggeration as potent in the line of sentiency as that which we have undergone in the line of materiality!” (TWM 313 –314) 

The emotional and sentient vibrancy which the Tibetan is suggesting can only be augmented by Mars, the planet of passion and strong desire. In the early days of evolution, however, Mars in Aquarius, a sign of “constant movement” and of changing activity (EA 141), may give a superficial ‘out-goingness’ of desire towards all manner of objects of desire. But the Aquarian nature always deepens over time. Aquarian ideals take hold and render the astral body easily aroused in response to that idealism. So frequently, in the aspirant and disciple, this combination will contribute to the desire for the new, and the sentient nature will be inspired by a vision of that new. This may give a general attitude of progressiveness, and the ready ardor to champion and fight for revolutionary causes. 

4.  Mars (in Aquarius) in Relation to the Concrete Mind: Aquarius transmits the fifth ray constellationally and, before long, will be the principal constellational distributor of the fifth ray to our planet. “Aquarius is not today the active point for the transmission of the energy of Ray V. However, shortly, as the Sun passes more fully into the sign Aquarius, the triangle will again revolve and bring the Aquarian point into a controlling position.” (EA 492) Mars, as we have seen, is not only connected to desire, passion and conflict, but to “science”. This position, therefore, will add a scientific component to the mind, and render it more responsive to progressive possibilities in the three worlds. All things being equal, the combination renders the mind more alert and alive, and responsive to the relationships between things. The mind becomes powerful in arousing the emotions and mobilizing the vital energies of the etheric body, for the mind is subject to the control of the mind: The Tibetan speaks of  “the need of realizing that the etheric body is vitalized and controlled by thought and can (through thought) be brought into full functioning activity.” (TWM 77)

5.  Mars (in Aquarius) in Relation to the Personality as a Whole: This combination adds to the vibrancy (and excitability) of the personality, promoting activist tendencies. We must remember that much third ray is transmitted through Aquarius, and Mars has its definite third ray associations. The personality has the possibility of becoming active along many lines, and distributes and disperses its energies rather than focusing and concentrating them. Upon the later Mutable Cross and, still later, upon the Fixed Cross, the personality will often be motivated by idealistic tendencies and visions of new possibilities. Scientific Aquarius is always interested in the nature of energy (especially electrical, invisible and subtle energies), and Mars in this sign gives the tendency to wield energy forcefully and, perhaps, immoderately. This position, for instance, might prove a danger to those whose job it was to repair high tension wires, and, yet, they would be attracted to just such work. The higher correspondences exist, and those with this position must seek wisdom in their handling of the subtler energies of the human energy system.

6.  Mars (in Aquarius) in Relation to Glamor and Necessary Transmutations and Transformations: Glamors will relate to immoderation, and excessive extroversion. There will be a need for restraint. The revolutionary qualities of this combination (which works somewhat like Mars-Uranus combinations) may bring about a disrespect for tradition and established ways of proven value. Mars in Aquarius is a arrhythmic combination, and may work against the wisdom inherent in the nature of things, in natural law. Eccentric solutions, deviating greatly from soul values, may be conceived. The excesses of National Socialism (an Aquarian movement of the lowest kind) were further exacerbated by aggressive Mars. Group glamors are also likely—especially with respect to militant groups which, believing too strongly in the rectitude of their ideals, act aggressively towards other groups.

The disruptive, stress-inducing tendencies of this combination must be overcome. Natural rhythm, tranquility and serenity should be cultivated. In general, there must arise a regulation of energy and a guarding against what might be called ‘over-electrification’ of the human energy system.

7.  Mars (in Aquarius) in Relation to Sex: Because of the group-distributive tendencies of Aquarius, and the sexuality of Mars, this combination is a counter-indication to monogamy, and (more so upon the Mutable Cross) may lead to superficial promiscuity and, in extreme cases, to orgiastic behavior and group sex. A kind of unnatural sexual experimentalism is possible, and deviancy in sexual expression. Such tendencies are frequently found with Uranus or in Uranus-ruled signs (thus including Libra). The sexual response is closely tied to subtle subjective factors, mental, emotional and etheric mutations having a strong influence on sexual performance. Sexual arousal is inclined to be rapid, but attraction and interest may rapidly change to disinterest and repulsion because of rapidly changing thoughts and moods. From another perspective, it is also necessary to guard against the transmission of sexual diseases, as the lower counterpart to the pervasion and omni-presence of the Aquarian influence, is the epidemic.
8.  Mars (in Aquarius) in Relation to the Management and Expenditure of Energy: Mars in Aquarius has a tendency to scatter energy. Aquarius, unlike Cancer, Virgo, or Capricorn, is not a contained or containing influence. The genius of Aquarius is distribution, but if desire is superficial, accompanied by an over-eagerness for a variety of experiences, the use of energy will not be well-regulated. Depletion can easily be the result. All this can change upon the Fixed Cross, but Mars in Aquarius will ever have to be watched for its tendency to break through protective boundaries, and its readiness to rapidly spend what should be conserved.

9.  Mars (in Aquarius) in Relation to Courage: While this is not, inherently, a war-like combination, Mars in Aquarius does have the courage of its convictions, and will be most courageous when motivated by ideals. Just as Mars in Leo has an inherent selfishness and egoism, Mars (placed in Aquarius—the sign which eventually counter-acts egoism), has an inherent selflessness—an ability to act from an impersonal, group-centered (hence, non-egoistic) position. These positive tendencies emerge, of course, upon the Fixed Cross rather than during the inescapably selfish periods of human evolution. There is always courage in selflessness.

10.  Mars (in Aquarius) in Relation to Aspiration: There will be keen aspiration for change, for progress, for different conditions. Once the superficial investment of desire energy (characteristic of life upon the Mutable Cross) ceases, there will be an upward reaching towards that which has not been done before. A reoriented Mars in Aquarius aspires towards a new world, and is able to arouse the aspirations of the group as well.

11.  Mars (in Aquarius) in Relation to Idealism: This is a definitely idealistic combination. Aquarius relates to the future—to that which has not yet precipitated onto the material plane. Idealistic Mars (under the sixth ray), also relates to the future—to the making-‘real’ of that which is desired. Eventually (on the Fixed Cross) the idealism of Mars in Aquarius relates most to groups and to group accomplishment. If the condition desired has the quality of pervasiveness—affecting many people, or even all people—it is far more likely to capture the imagination and motivation of the Mars in Aquarius individual.

12.  Mars (in Aquarius) in Relation to Life’s Battlefield and the Readiness and Willingness to Fight: The Mars in Aquarius person must learn that it is not possible to do all things. There is a “rush” to accomplish along many fronts, and this will almost certainly lead to a scattering of precious energy and eventually to exhaustion. Containment of desire is necessary, and the one desire (for soul expression) must replace the many desires which relate to the realm of personality. Aquarius is the sign of “unity-in-diversity” and of the “One-in-Many”. The mayavic tendencies of this overly-active combination have to be stilled so that the One may be discovered in the midst of the Many. Diversity can be the enemy; the disciple must learn which of many battles to fight.

13.  Mars (in Aquarius) in Relation to the Nature of Personality Rebellion against the Soul: An over-stimulated personality, full of many desires, projects and activities, rebels against the soul through self-preoccupation. Further, the soul is group-conscious, and seeks love, harmony and cooperation within and among groups. Mars in Aquarius is often inharmonious and, worse, disruptive of harmonious group process. This combination makes a progressive revolutionary (if the sense of values accords with soul values), but what if the revolution is against the soul itself? From another perspective, Aquarius is a sign of synthesis and is often (due to inclusiveness and much experience) multi-talented. If, however, there is an over-absorption in the expression of the many talents and abilities of the personality, the individual may well forget what those gifts are for, and may love his own abilities more than he loves the soul (which those abilities are meant to serve).

14.  Mars (in Aquarius) in Relation to Personality Cooperation with the Soul: When the aspiration of Mars is idealistically dedicated to the service of the Ashram and the Hierarchy (both under Aquarius), then the soul has a multi-talented personality to carry out its intentions. There is the willingness to enter into diverse fields to promote the work of unification and synthesis. Aquarius unites the many energies and forces into wholeness, and Mars gives the ready impelling energy to do so. Aquarius is the “Man for all seasons” and Mars gives the courage to undertake the burden of working in this broad, expansive and often complicated way. Soul-life is much broader in scope than personality life, and with Mars in Aquarius, there is a eager entry into the abundant, wider life  which Aquarius seeks to bestow. With this break-through combination, we have one who dares to be more.
15. Mars in Relation to Personality Rebellion: The form of rebellion centers around the unsettling effect of chaotic nervous forces. In many ways the soul is Leo, demanding a concentration of energy in service of the Solar Angel. Mars in Aquarius disrupts the efforts of the soul to control the expression of the personality.
A Few Miscellaneous Meanings of Mars in Aquarius

1. Positively, the determination to achieve group consciousness and do group work.

2. An eagerness to undertake ashramic projects in group formation.

3. One who lends a quality of aspiration to the group — i.e. stimulates group aspiration

4. Positively, the indication of the reformer  — one who insists on doing things in the new way, and that might be the way that is stimulated by the ashram

5. A mobilizer of group efforts, one who can Marshal the energies of the group.

6. The willful desire to work in group form. 

7. One who moves groups; the will to push the group forward; driving the group

8. “Let desire in form be ruler!”

9. Likelihood of the dissipation of energy. The Martian revolt involves the misuse of force.

10. Much energy carried and disproportionately allocated

11. High pressure; high blood pressure

12. Lack of coordination among the aspects of the human energy system

13. Negatively, a disruptive member of the group

14. Fighting for the supremacy of group work. Fighting for group work is often contradictory and contributes to their failure

15. An over-involvement in group work prevents the centering which is required for soul influence.

16. Starting things; always doing; so many things going on; restlessness
17. Maya

